
Jesus' good-bye was no 
different!  

Our text for this morning 
h a s s o m e p a r t i n g 
i n s t r u c t i o n s a n d a n 
unexpected and difficult 
good bye...

Acts 1:6-14 So when the 
apostles were with Jesus, 
they kept asking him, 
“Lord, has the time come 
for you to free Israel and 
restore our kingdom?”  7 

He replied, “The Father 
alone has the authority to 
set those dates and times, 
and they are not for you to 
know. 8 But you will 
receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. And you will be my 
witnesses, telling people 

about me everywhere—in 
Jerusalem, throughout 
Judea, in Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.”  9 

After saying this, he was 
taken up into a cloud 
while they were watching, 
and they could no longer 
s e e h i m . 1 0 A s t h e y 

strained to see him rising 
into heaven, two white-
robed men suddenly 
stood among them. 11 

“Men of Galilee,” they 
said, “why are you 
standing here staring 
into heaven? Jesus has 
been taken from you into 
heaven, but someday he 
will return from heaven 
in the same way you saw 
him go!” (NLT)
After the heartbreak the 
disciples felt following 
Jesus' death and burial, 
they were treated to 40 
incredible days together 
after His resurrection! 
This time of joy was 
followed by another sad 
time to say goodbye, not 
just goodbye a short 
time, but until they left 

t h i s e a r t h 
through death!  

You may have 
read the “Left 
Behind” series 
of books, but 
t h i s “ l e f t 
behind” event 
happened when 
Jesus left the 
world behind, 
along with His 
disciples. There 

are, however, some other 
things that He has left 
behind for His disciples 
to do as well, both 
ancient and modern!

As we consider this, 
we’ll be using Acts 1 and 
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With the rare exception of 
t he occas iona l good-
riddance (or two), good-
byes can be very painful!

I remember saying good-
bye to my mom and friends 
when I left for Army Basic 
training. I knew that it 
would only be for a few 
short months, but it was 
still painful!

I remember returning home 
from Army Basic training 
for a week of leave and 
then having to say goodbye 
all over again as I began a 
tour of duty at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas and then on 
to Fort Ord, California.

A few yea r s l a t e r , I 
remember saying goodbye 
once again when I left 
friends and family 
to start my 4-years 
of study at Life 
U n i v e r s i t y i n 
Marietta, Georgia.

And then, as a 
United Methodist 
pastor, I’ve had my 
share of painful 
good-byes over the 
years! At least for 
me, it never seems 
to get much easier!

And if you've ever had to 
say a final good-bye to a 
loved one, you know how 
heart-breaking that can be! 
There never seems to be 
enough time to adequately 
say all that you want to say.  

Continued on Page 4
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Across 
1. * Goddess of Beauty and 
Love, in Greek Mythology
10. With Competence, 
minus the "A"
13. * King Arthur's 
legendary sword
14. Shoe width Size
15. Margin
17. * Legendary creature
19. * Jolly friend to #36D, 
with Tuck
21. Cheer
22. Question asked after 
Putting the Groceries Away: 
"Has anyone seen that ___ 
just brought home?"
23. Quizzed, with the "ted" 
left off
24. Promos
26. Prov. in Canada
28. Initials of the real name 
of the singer who wrote 

"Like a Rolling Stone"
29. Had a Hamburger
30. * Passengers on Flying 
Saucers
34. * Evil Sorceress
40. Put down money in a 
casino
41. Woodwind instrument
42. Building extension
43. Throw dirt on it
44. Calligraphy need
45. * Mythology says that it's 
a Source of Troubles
49. * God of the Underworld, 
in Egyptian Mythology
51. Brewage
52. "Forget about it!"
53. Tissue Trademark, 
without the "eenex"
55. Certain Cards, commonly
56. Unit of currency in 
Romania
59. Certain faith
62. Not wet

64. Creepy signs
66. * Fantasy creature
69. Comfort
70. Rock producer
71. * Aladdin's prop
73. Type of fish
74. * He loved Guinevere

Down 
1. * Shield of ancient 
Greek Mythology
2. Highest Point of 
Something, all shook up?
3. He (Initials) sang 
"Taxi"
4. * Hawk-Headed Sun 
God, in Egyptian 
Mythology (pl.)
5. Butter substitutes
6. Word with Tone
7. Norwegian dramatist: 
Henrik ___
8. Weekday, for short
9. Mistakes
10. * Adversary of God
11. Religious period
12. * Abominable 
Snowman
15. Newt
16. Hip-Hip Star, with 
Dr.
18. Passu completer
20. Pro completer
25. Comfortable room
27. Sound from a Sheep
29. Mature
31. She (Initials) starred 
in "The Farmer's 
Daughter" (1947)
32. Ancient ruler
33. * Legendary river of 
Hades
34. Some Sound 

Systems, smallily
35. Kimono sashes
36. * Legendary 
outlaw
37. Dykstra of Baseball
38. Ancient times
39. She was a 
Supreme, commonly
43. Mad Cow Disease, 
for short
45. Sherlock Holmes 
type, for short
46. Call for
47. "Freaky!"
48. As well
50. Type of horse coat
54. Formal 
Association, not well 
kept?
55. Frazzled 
Faultfinder?
56. Sprang
57. Alphabet letters
58. Function
59. Certain degree, for 
short
60. Sales Pitch: "This 
service will be 
provided ___ extra cost 
to the customer."
61. Citrus Fruit, all 
scrambled up?
63. Wet stuff
65. Little office note
67. Topsy-Turvy 
Turkish Title?
68. Fight, without the 
"Bat"
72. Mr. Pacino
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May-June 2020 News and  Announcements 
Well, the month of May 
and is but a memory at this 
point in time.  Our 
worship team has been 
doing an outstanding job 
at making sure that our 
worship services have 
been a blessing to our 
congregtion and extended 
congragtion throughout 
the world! More on that 

later! This coming week, we have a wonderful 
opportunity to take one of the blessings we have so 
that we can be a blessing to others! LifeShares 
Blood Drive will be here June 5, 2020 from 10:00 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. They will also be testing all 
blood donors for the COVID-19 antigen!

Know that our prayers are going up for you all and 
we look forward with great anticipation to see how 
God will bring us through this challenging time!  

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Volume 2 Issue 21

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Legends!”



4 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger

“The Real ‘Left Behind’ Teachings of Jesus Christ”
various other verses to look at 
some of the real things that Jesus 
left behind for us...

1.) He Left Behind the Task of 
Evangelism!

Acts 1:1 “In my first book I told 
you, Theophilus, about everything 
Jesus began to do and teach 2 until 
the day he was taken up to heaven 
after giving his chosen apostles 
further instructions through the 
Holy Spirit.”

The things that Jesus had begun to 
do and teach were but a start of the 
plan that Jesus had for this world. 
Without His death, burial, and 
resurrection nothing else would be 
possible, but there was more to do 
for His first century disciples and 
every believer down through the 
centuries to come!

So what did Jesus come to do?  In 
Luke 19:10 Jesus said, "For the 
Son of man has come to seek and 
to save that which was lost." NKJV

As long as there is one person who 
has not heard the Gospel message, 
the task is not finished!

Jesus reached many souls when He 
walked this earth and He still does 
through the Holy Spirit, but He left 
the earthly portion of the task of 
reaching the rest of mankind in the 
hands of His church — in case 
you’re  wondering who that might 
be, that’s flawed and imperfect 
people just like you and me!

Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus came and 
told his disciples, “I have been 
given all authority in heaven and 
on earth. 19 Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples 
to obey all the commands I have 
given you. And be sure of this: I am 
with you always, even to the end of 
the age.”

This disciple-making task is 
something that Jesus intended to be 
passed along from generation to 
generation! Not just to some 
specially called evangelists, but to 
all of Jesus' disciples throughout 
the ages!

So that’s the first thing Jesus left 
behind for us, He Left Behind the 
Task of Evangelism

2.) Secondly, He Left Behind 
U n d e n i a b l e P r o o f o f H i s 
Resurrection!

Acts 1:3 “During the forty days 
after his crucifixion, he appeared 
to the apostles from time to time, 
and he proved to them in many 
ways that he was actually alive. 
And he talked to them about the 
Kingdom of God.”

After His resurrection, Jesus was 
seen by His disciples and over 500 
others at various times and places 
so there would be no doubt to 
anyone that He had truly risen from 
the dead. He even showed His 
discipels that He was flesh and bine 
by eating a meal of broiled fish- 
honey comb. [Luke 24:39-43] 

3 . ) He Lef t Behind C lear 
Instructions as to What His 
Followers Should Not Be Too 
Concerned About!

Acts 1:6-7 “So when the apostles 
were with Jesus, they kept asking 
him, “Lord, has the time come for 
you to free Israel and restore our 
kingdom?” 7 He replied, “The 
Father alone has the authority to 

set those dates and times, and 
they are not for you to know."

The thought here is that we 
should not become so pre-
occupied with end-times events 
that we forget about the actual 
Great Commission to reach the 
lost with the Gospel of Christ! 

—By the way, Jesus said He’s 
coming back and that’s good 
enough for me!

4.) He Left Behind Clear 
Instructions as to What His 
Followers Were to Do!

His first century followers had 
two parts, we only have the 
second part to worry about:

a) Acts 1:4-5 “Once when he 
was eating with them, he 
commanded them, “Do not leave 
Jerusalem until the Father sends 
you the gift he promised, as I 
told you before. 5 John baptized 
with water, but in just a few days 
you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.” [see Luke 24:49 
also]

b) Acts 1:8 “But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and you shall 
be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth”  

The Holy Spirit was poured out 
some 2,000 years ago, so we 
have been empowered. Now... 
it's time to get busy!

In case you’re wondering about 
all of this talk about the Holy 
Spirit and Methodism? 

Then a little Methodist history is 
in order: David W. Bercot wrote, 

Volume 2 Issue 21

Continued on Page 5
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"Unlike so many of the spiritual reformers who preceded him, John Wesley realized that a spiritual 
revolution has to begin within a person. The Holy Spirit must radically change a person from the inside out. 
There can be no return to primitive Christianity without the empowering work of the Holy Spirit. Wesley 
also grasped that when the Holy Spirit fills a person, there will necessarily be an outward change in his [or 
her] lifestyle. No one living in the Holy Spirit walks in the ways of the world."

That empowerment of the Holy Spirit was to enable us to be witnesses in the way we live our lives and with 
the words we speak!

5.) Fifth, and finally, Jesus Left Behind a promise of His return and a clear view of what we should be 
doing in the meantime!

Acts 1:9b-11 “After telling them about the empowerment of the Holy spirit and their mission as witnesses, 
Jesus "... was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see him. 10 As they 
strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 11 “Men of 
Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into 
heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!”

Let me share with you my modification of this verse:

Men and women of Magnolia, why do you stand and sit gazing into your cell phones, your hobbies, and your 
televisions? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you 
read about in Luke’s account.  You have already received the empowerment of the Holy Spirit; so be in unity 
of prayer, meditation, being witnesses of Christ!

There’s an old phrase that goes like this, "Don't be so heavenly minded that you are no earthly good!"

I believe that's a bit of what the angels were telling the disciples that day!  By all means, look to heaven for 
your life, strength, and help, but be about your work in this world! P.S. That message is for us too!

And so there we have it! His good-bye was really a, "I'll see you again some day!" He promised that He will 
come back for us and that He has a wonderful place prepared for His faithful servants!

The empowerment of the Holy Spirit transformed Jesus' ragtag band of fearful followers into men and 
women of faith that changed the face of the world.  

The Holy Spirit is available for you, so you too can fulfill Jesus' real left behind teachings in your life! 

He not only left behind all of these things, but He left us each other to encourage and build each other up in 
the faith!

So remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

“The Real ‘Left Behind’ Teachings of Jesus Christ”
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What is our end goal as United Methodists? Is it just heaven?

May 29, 2020

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Arkansas Conference:

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

I give thanks to God for all the ways laity and clergy have continued to proclaim the Gospel, reach out to 
those in your congregation who are isolated, feed hungry people and help those who are struggling because 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Like you, I have noticed that Covid-19 has become a political issue in recent days. This saddens me greatly. 
Now is not the time for people of faith to argue about political perspectives. It is the time for us to focus on 
keeping people safe. Yet doing so is no simple task. On the one hand, the virus still has the capability of 
surging and killing thousands more. On the other hand, more than 40 million people have lost jobs and are 
rightly deeply concerned about the welfare of their families. Those of us who love Jesus have a wonderful 
opportunity to work together to responsibly address both of these tragedies.

Here is my latest guidance concerning the safe reopening of your church. 
1. Governor Hutchinson has indicated he is delaying the start of Phase 2 reopening because we have 

reached a second peak in the number of Covid-19 cases that can still go even higher. I agree with the 
Governor’s action. Therefore, I highly recommend delaying the beginning of ARUMC Stage 2 - 
which allows 50 or fewer people to gather utilizing the Governor’s May 4 safety guidance for places 
of worship - from the middle of June until at least June 28. I will keep you updated in the coming 
weeks. 

2. It is imperative that you treat Governor Hutchinson’s May 4 Guidance as a directive that must be 
followed, regardless of when your church initiates any in-person gatherings of any size. This is non-
negotiable - for me and for the State of Arkansas - because unsafe in-person gatherings literally put 
people’s lives at risk.  

3. Your church must involve your Board of Trustees in any decisions about reopening any in-person 
gatherings. Additionally, you must inform your District Superintendent about your plans for safely 
reopening prior to publicizing any in-person gatherings.

We will be dealing with the impact of Covid-19 for a long time. I know you are weary and, at times, 
overwhelmed. Take good care of yourself. Do no harm. Treat each other with extravagant grace. And pray. 
Together, we will get through this. 

Grace and peace,
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An Important Note From the Arkansas Conference



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
May 31, 2020

Pentecost Sunday                      

Lectionary Texts:

Acts 2:1-21;                                                        
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (UMH 826);

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13;                                         
John 7:37–39

 Liturgical Color: Red (or White)

Red is the color of fire and so symbolizes 
the presence of God. It is the liturgical 
color for Pentecost.  It is considered the 
color of the Church, since red can also 
symbolize the blood of martyrs. It is 
sometimes used for Maundy Thursday and 
during Eastertide. 

Inportant Information!

http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyholyweek.html#Maundy

