
give you another Helper, 
that He may abide with you 
forever— 17 the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it 
neither sees Him nor knows 
Him; but you know Him, 
for He dwells with you and 
will be in you. 18 I will not 
leave you orphans; I will 
come to you. 19 A little 
while longer and the world 
will see Me no more, but 
you will see Me. Because I 
live, you will live also. 20 At 
that day you will know that 
I am in My Father, and you 
in Me, and I in you. 21 He 
w h o h a s M y 
commandments and keeps 
them, it is he who loves Me. 
And he who loves Me will 
be loved by My Father, and 
I will love him and manifest 
Myself to him.” (NKJV)

So what do we make of this 
morning’s passage?  

One could certainly think 
of the teenager who twists 

the meaning of love to ask 
for something by saying, 
“If you love me, then you 
will buy me a new car, or 
if you love me, then you 
will buy me that expensive 
outfit, or if you love me, 
then you will let me go out 
w i t h m y f r i e n d s 
overnight!” 

T h a t i s t e e n a g e 
manipulation at its very 
core! Trust me, I have 
experience in this area!  

So, is that what Jesus was 
doing, manipulating His 
disciples, or did He mean 
something else?

Let’s think about this for a 
bit…

  * Who and what do you 
love?

  * Some people love 
their jobs.

  * Some people love 
their cars.

  * Some people love 
their hobbies.

Most people love 
t h e i r p a r e n t s , 
spouses, children, 
and friends!

If you do love one or 
more of the above, what is 
i t a b o u t t h a t t h i n g , 
activity,  person or 
persons, that makes you 
love them? 
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This week we continue with 
what is known as Jesus’ 
Farewell Discourse.  It is a 
continuation of last week’s 
text. As a matter of fact, 
before we read this week’s 
passage let’s quickly revisit 
John 14:1-6 “Let not your 
heart be troubled; you 
believe in God, believe also 
in Me. 2 In My Father’s 
house are many mansions; if 
it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. 3 And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and 
receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may 
be also. 4 And where I go you 
know, and the way you 
know.” 5 Thomas said to 
Him, “Lord, we do not know 
where You are going, and 
how can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus said to him, “I 
am the way, the truth, 
and the life. No one 
comes to the Father 
e x c e p t t h r o u g h 
Me.” (NKJV)

In these verses, Jesus 
gave His disciples His 
peace, a future hope of a 
place, and a path to 
arrive there safely. Since 
Jesus didn’t stop talking 
where we left off last 
week, let’s see how His 
instructions continued 
directly from there.

John 14:15-21 “If you love 
M e , k e e p M y 
commandments. 16 And I will 
pray the Father, and He will 

Continued on Page 4
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Across 

1. * MEMORIAL DAY: It 
was first observed in 1868 to 
honor fallen soldiers from this 
War, but now commemorates 
all war dead
6. Gone by
9. Heard in a Family Dispute: 
"I'm all grown up now! It's 
my life and the ___ choose is 
my own decision!"
14. Proverb
15. One barbell curl, for short
16. Certain British bank 
cheques
17. Further down
18. Heard in a Family 
Television Room: "Fine! 
Keep it ___ you want! But, 
remember --I get to watch 
everything I want tomorrow 
night!"
20. Norse letter

21. Typeface Type: Sans ___
23. Brian of Rock Production
24. City pollution in the sky
25. * American military 
decoration awarded for 
gallantry in action
28. * Implements of War
32. Estuary
33. Sea Swallow
34. Stead
35. Fashionable
36. Actor Morales
37. Carry through
39. * Explosive weapons attack
41. * Certain amphibious 
operation of World War II
43. Certain preposition
44. Property Pledges, punily
45. Truck co.
46. Cigarette Case
47. Weight unit in eastern Asia
48. Soak flax
49. Equivalent
50. * Impeders of Enemies

53. Huguenot Husband
54. Singing Superstar: ___ 
"King" Cole
55. * China's troops 
crossed it in 1950 which 
resulted in China's 
involvement in the Korean 
War: Yalu ___
59. Kwa language
60. Let Loose
62. Strangely Supernatural
64. Soak again
66. Tale Teller of "The 
Murders in the Rue 
Morgue" (1841)
67. Icky
68. Clear the Chalkboard
69. Smash Sketch Show, 
shortly
70. Relieves

Down 

1. Taxi
2. The 15th of March, in 
the Roman Calendar
3. Natural depression
4. Creepy Cinematic 
Character
5. Mr. Carroll
6. Orinoco tributary
7. * Humanitarian rules 
were set at these 
Conferences to protect 
prisoners of war, the 
wounded and civilians in 
war zones
8. Sound off
9. Movie rating
10. * Attacks on ground or 
navel targets
11. * He authorized the 
attacks on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in Word War II
12. * Brave soldier's 

military award: Medal of 
___
13. Heard in a Grammar 
Class: "The short form 
of writing 'For Example' 
___."
19. * The first clash of 
the War at #1A began 
here on April 12th, 1861
22. * Soldiers' Shooting 
Site
26. Food Fishies
27. Mr. Connery
28. Dawn love song
29. Disorderly 
Demonstration
30. The 13th letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet
31. * Torpedo 
Transporters
36. * Advanced slowly
37. * Word With War
38. Haggard Hit: "___ 
From Muskogee"
40. Roman Road
42. Attempt: Give ___ 
try
47. * After a bloody 
battle, these Islands fell 
from Japan to the United 
States Marines, in 
November of 1943
48. * Wartime restriction
50. Cake Creator
51. * Military quarters
52. * Certain military 
action
53. She horse
56. Wang of Weddings
57. Greek God of Love
58. Get up
61. Word with Aviv
63. Curvy letter
65. Solfa Syllable
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May 2020 News and  Announcements 
Well, here we are into the 
month of May and with it 
comes Mother’s Day! The 
COVID-19 virus has had 
some unfortunate spikes in 
recent days and I want you 
to know that our love and 
prayers are going out and 
up for each one of our 
church family and beyond. 

     With regards to our worship service, we are 
perfecting our online services to meet this new era in 
our worship of God and the fellowship of our church 
family. 
     Although we have changed from having in 
person services to online only, it is our heart’s desire 
to keep connected with each other through our 
prayers, emails, phone calls, Facebook Livestreams, 
and devotionals. With regards to personal contact, I 
have been trying to contact all of our membership 
through phone calls, but not every phone number in 
the church directory is still in in service, while 
others may be afraid to answer when a call is 
coming from an unknown caller’s phone number. 
With emails, I update everyone I can about 
important events, weekly newsletters, and Arkansas 
Conference latest news. By the way, if you have not 
been getting those emails, it means I don’t have a 
good email address for you. 

If you so desire, please send your email address to:  
gary.maskell@arumc.org or 
tracie@magnoliafumc.org 

and I will keep you updated. 

Know that our prayers are going up for you all 
and we look forward with great anticipation to see 
how God will bring us through this challenging 
time!  

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Volume 2 Issue 19

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Memorial Day!”
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Love and Faithfulness!
Is it a feeling that rises within you at 
the mere mention or sight of them? 

Does this love motivate you to do 
certain things as a result?

You see, we’re all able to say that 
we love, but do our actions reflect 
our words?

Loving something or someone ought 
to have some action associated with 
it. 

For instance, if someone said they 
loved you, but never showed you 
love, would you believe them? What 
if they never encouraged you, built 
you up, or did at least some of the 
things that please you? If they never 
did any of those things, then it might 
be reasonable for you to question 
the sincerity of their professed 
“love.”

In our passage for this morning, 
Jesus connects together love with 
obedience in the same way that we 
connect together love and doing 
those things that reflect a true love 
in our hearts. Jesus is saying that 
following His commandments is an 
indication of the love we have for 
Him!

One of the metaphors for our 
relationship with Jesus is that of 
marriage, so let’s think about an 
earthly marriage. Within that 
c o v e n a n t r e l a t i o n s h i p , t h a t 
agreement, there are certain 
promises and commitments that are 
made. There is also an expectation 
that both parties will keep their 
promises and not break that 
covenant.  

With that thought in mind, let me 
rephrase a sample marr iage 
covenant using Jesus’ words from 
our passage for this morning…

• If you love me, you will honor me 
with words that build me up and 
not tear me down, if you love me, 
you will be faithful to me with all 
of your heart and with all of your 
actions. These are evidences of 
your love!

• The converse is also true, if you 
say that you love me but you don’t 
honor me with your words, and 
you are not faithful to me, and 
your actions show the exact 
opposite of love, then I wonder if 
you really do love me!

This is vital to understanding what 
our response to Jesus should look 
like!

Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my 
commandments.”

Thinking about His words in the 
context of a marriage, then following 
Jesus’ commandments is not merely 
a legalistic checklist, but a heartfelt 
response to His love!

You might be thinking, “Okay, so 
what are Jesus’ commandments?” 

That’s a fair question, which needs 
to be answered...

• Was Jesus referring to the Ten 
Commandments?

• Was Jesus talking about the 
Levitical food laws, which were 
given to Israel and not the 
church?  Was that what He was 
thinking about?

• Was Jesus referring to the 613 
commandments found in the 
Torah?

• Exactly what was Jesus talking 
about?

While Jesus, being God in human 
flesh, could certainly have had these 
in the back of His mind, I believe He 
was talking about something much 

deeper. He was talking about 
something beyond a checklist of 
things to do and not to do. 

Jesus was talking about the law of 
love, which manifests itself in 
faithfulness and actions.

Of the many things that Jesus 
commanded, these three stuck out 
to me:

(1) On the night of His betrayal, 
Jesus gave His disciples what He 
r e f e r r e d t o a s a n e w 
commandment in John 13:34-35 
we read, “A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one 
another; as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another. 35 By 
this all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”

(2) Later, as the farewell discourse 
begins in John chapter 14, Jesus 
said, “Let not your heart be 
troubled; you believe in God, 
believe also in Me.” 

Another translation puts it this 
way, “Let not your heart be 
troubled; you trust in God, trust 
also in Me.” 

(3) Finally, in Matthew 28:28-30 
Jesus said, “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the 
age. Amen”

Let’s focus on these, since they 
seem to be the most challenging 
for us to do on a regular basis... 

Although you might be wondering 
what connection there is between 

Volume 2 Issue 19

Continued on Page 5
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Jesus’ words about love and obedience and the announcement of Jesus praying for another Helper, for John there 
was a clear connection. Jesus knew very well that the requirement of love and keeping his commands would 
necessitate a resource of supernatural enablement and accordingly He prayed that his followers would have 
“another” helper who was just like Himself. This would be a helper who would not leave this world, as Jesus 
would soon be doing, but a helper who was not limited by time and space as Jesus was.  

The next words Jesus spoke probably fell on temporarily deaf ears, but He had to say these words, 19 “A little 
while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20 At that 
day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 

And just as a reminder, Jesus concluded, similarly as He began, by saying, 21 “He who has My commandments 
and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.”

And so ends our passage for this morning, but what does it mean to us?

Jesus clearly promised his presence and the presence of the Holy Spirit to those who keep His commandments to 
love and serve one another. That’s a promise for you and me! As we become believers in Jesus, He sends the 
Holy Spirit to empower us to live the Christian life. The love Jesus commands is not merely a feeling, but it is the 
kind of love that Jesus showed by washing the feet of His disciples, even those who would betray and abandon 
Him. It is the love of the King of glory coming from heaven and dying the death of a criminal for the salvation of 
His people. It is a love that manifested itself in actions!
 

• What if we were to understand His words in this way?  Understanding His words as a response to His 
love and not as a list of rules and regulations...

• What if we were to realize that He is truly among us and empowering us, when we keep His 
commandments to love and serve one another?  

What a different world this would be!

Let’s look beyond ourselves and look out into our community and see where we might find the hurting, the lost, 
the hopeless, the hungry, and reach out to them with love and compassion. 

On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit was poured out to infill, sanctify, and empower every believer in Christ 
Jesus to live out His commandments, to believe in Him, to trust Him, and to love others with His eternal love!  

This morning, if you love the Lord, keep His commandments to love and serve others and His Spirit will give you 
strength, peace, and joy now and forever!  

And remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Love and Faithfulness!
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What is our end goal as United Methodists? Is it just heaven?

1:30 pm
May 22, 2020 

A little less than an hour ago, President Trump declared that he deems churches and 
houses of worship ''essential.'' He called on governors to allow them to reopen this 
weekend. The President’s statement changes nothing about the guidance I have 
offered up to this point. We are in the process of reopening, but must do it carefully 
and in stages so no more lives are lost.

I have provided a timeline of dates that I highly urge you to follow, especially since we 
have seen a spike in COVID-19 cases in Arkansas in the past week. I also have 
indicated that I expect all United Methodist Churches to treat Governor Hutchinson’s 
excellent guidance that he issued on May 4 as a directive. This means that any 
churches opening at any time must be able to fully comply with this guidance. If they 
cannot do so, it is not time to open yet. If someone tests positive for COVID and has 
attended any event in any church, that congregation needs to cease in-person 
activities until it can safely do so again.

The Arkansas Annual Conference has excellent resources available on the conference 
website at arumc.org/covid19. It provides new updates and webinars on a weekly 
basis. What is more, in partnership with the Methodist Foundation of Arkansas, the 
Conference is making PPE masks, hand sanitizer, and disinfectant available to every 
church early in June. It is a difficult time. But I have great hope for the future because 
Arkansan United Methodists are people of deep faith, who will continue to make 
disciples for Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and sent to transform lives, 
communities and the world.

https://arumc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20f08faef6456c2c7531ed859&id=3f44d226cd&e=403174c50d
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An Important Note From the Arkansas Conference



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
May 24, 2020

7th Sunday of Easter                      

Lectionary Texts:

Acts 1:6-14;                                                
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 (UMH 792);            

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11;                         
John 17:1-11 

 Liturgical Color: White or Gold

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and 
virtue, as well as respect and reverence. 
White is used for all high Holy Days and 
festival days of the Church Year, 
especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the 
ordination of ministers. In some church 
traditions it is also used for funerals as a 
symbol of the resurrection.

Inportant Information!

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html

