
an uproar . We’re the 
Pharisees and religious 
leaders excited about this 
miracle? No, the Pharisees 
were enraged that the man 
had been healed on the 
Sabbath. Their question 
should not have been, 
"Who would dare do such a 
thing on the Sabbath?" but 
rather their question should 
have been, "Who could do 
such a thing on the Sabbath 
or any day of the week for 
that matter?" After the 
healed man proclaimed that 
he believed Jesus to be the 
Son of Man, the Pharisees 
gave Him the right foot of 
fellowship and ejected him 
from the Temple. 

Jesus then declared that he 
had come "...so that those 
who do not see may see, 
and those who do see may 
become blind." John 9:39 

After thus addressing, and 
once again offending, the 
Pharisees, Jesus continued 
on to contrast Himself, the 
Good Shepherd with the 
th ieves , robbers , and 
hirelings, which of course 
was a direct jab at the 
“ s p i r i t u a l l y b l i n d ” 
Pharisees.  
The Apostle John relates 
this event for us in...  
J o h n 1 0 : 1 - 1 0 “ M o s t 
assuredly, I say to you, he 
who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the door, but 
climbs up some other way, 

the same is a thief and a 
robber. 2 But he who 
enters by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 
3 To him the doorkeeper 
opens, and the sheep hear 
his voice; and he calls his 
own sheep by name and 
leads them out. 4 And 
when he brings out his 
own sheep, he goes before 
them; and the sheep 
follow him, for they know 
his voice. 5 Yet they will by 
n o m e a n s f o l l o w a 
stranger, but will flee 
from him, for they do not 
k n o w t h e v o i c e o f 
strangers.” 6 Jesus used 
this illustration, but they 
did not understand the 
things which He spoke to 
them. 7 Then Jesus said to 
t h e m a g a i n , “ M o s t 
assuredly, I say to you, I 
am the door of the sheep. 
8 All who ever came before 
M e a r e t h i e v e s a n d 
robbers, but the sheep did 
not hear them. 9 I am the 
door. If anyone enters by 
Me, he will be saved, and 
will go in and out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief does 
not come except to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy. 
I have come that they may 
have life, and that they 
m a y h a v e i t m o r e 
abundantly. (NKJV)

Whether we are hearing 
Jesus’ words in John 
10:11, "I am the good 
shepherd . The Good 
Shepherd lays down His 
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Our passage for this week 
comes from John 10:1-10, 
but before we read it, I 
believe that a word of 
preface concerning our 
passage for this morning 
about the Good Shepherd is 
in order — Jesus' lengthy 
explanation about the good 
shepherd is a response to a 
group of Pharisees. As you 
ought to know by now, the 
Pharisees seemed to take 
issue with Jesus on almost 
every word, act, and miracle. 
At one point, the Pharisees 
asked Him, "Are you greater 
than our father Abraham, 
who died? He died, and so 
did the prophets. Who do 
you claim to be?" (John 
8:53) Jesus [then] said to 
them, “Most assuredly, I say 
to you, before Abraham was, 
I AM.” At which these 
l o v i n g , o p e n - m i n d e d 
religious leaders took up 
stones with which to stone 
Him to death. 
Overwhelmed with their 
o u t r e a c h o f l o v e a n d 
understanding, Jesus wisely 
decided to “part company” 
with them at this time. As 
He was leaving the temple, 
Jesus passed a blind man 
who was begging. As an 
outreach of His love and 
compassion, Jesus healed the 
man using an unlikely 
mixture of spit and clay and 
commanded the man to wash 
in the Pool of Siloam. When 
he did as Jesus instructed, 
the man came back able to 
see! Understandably, the 
man's healing caused quite 

Continued on Page 4
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Across 

1. * Matriarch of the 
Kennedy family
5. Road substance
8. * According to Greek 
mythology, her abduction by 
Paris caused the Trojan War. 
She was married to Menelaus 
and later became a Mother to 
daughter Hermione and 
(possibly) a son named 
Pleisthenes.
13. Songstress Fitzgerald
14. Sixties Songstress
15. City in central New York
16. Bustling commotions
17. Inventory measurement
18. * Bamm-Bamm's Mother
19. * In the Bible, she was 
the Mother of Esau and Jacob
21. Montréal Canadien, for 
short
23. Greek Goddess of Dawn

24. Potential graduates, for 
short
25. Word on a Towel
26. Medical building, 
commonly
28. Canadian singer Bachman
29. * Ricky's Mom
33. Land measure
36. Duke Ellington song: "I 
___ Song Go Out of My 
Heart"
39. * Mama Cass had a crush 
on this Papa: ___ Doherty
40. Bull: prefix
41. * Planetary Mother
43. Cut back hedges
44. Heard in a Ritzy 
Restaurant: "Would you like 
your wine selection to be sweet 
___?"
46. Yes! Yes! In Spain!
47. Jekyll's altar ego
48. * Last name of Gladys, the 
world's most famous rock 'n' 

roll Mother
50. Illuminated
52. 'At the age of', in Latin
53. ___-Pitch: Baseball 
pitch, variantly
54. Hoofed Herbivore
57. "Ice" in Germany
60. Member of Kiss
62. * Name shared by a 
religious Mother and a 
pop-star-turned-Mother
64. Roman Numerals for 
704
66. * Superstar Mother to 
Chastity and Elijah Blue
68. Frankenstein's sidekick
69. * Mother of Fairytales
70. Saintly
71. Currency in Italy
72. Go in
73. Choose
74. * Mother Eve's third 
son

Down 

1. * Brings up, like a 
Mother does
2. More advanced with age
3. Slovenly ones
4. Facilitate
5. Canned fishies
6. Cassius Clay
7. * Great-Grandmother of 
King David
8. * Mother in a Nursery 
Rhyme
9. Nice summer
10. Word seen on a diet 
food package
11. Outer: prefix
12. Parliamentary votes
14. * Legendary situation 
comedy Mom
20. It's a Latin dance, 

when doubled
22. Chicken King 
connecter
27. * Author of "Mother 
Courage and Her 
Children" (1941)
28. * Revered Mother
29. Head coverings
30. With thorough 
understanding
31. Barenaked Ladies 
song
32. Sort
33. On
34. Canadian painter: 
Emily ___ (b.1871 - 
d.1945)
35. Trick
37. Simple
38. Prefix to "cycle"
42. * Chelsea's Mom
45. * Married name of 
Beaver's Mother
49. And so on, briefly
51. Purplish-Red wound 
antiseptic prefix to "ine"
53. Process ore
54. Stones' Smash Song
55. Sty Sound
56. * Biblical Mother of 
Isaac
57. Rim
58. Image
59. Braveheart or 
Connery
61. Reverberate! 
Reverberate!
63. Olive and Corn, for 
example
65. Bay of Honshu
67. Rabbit's mode of 
transportation
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May 2020 News and  Announcements 
Well, here we are into the 
month of May and with it 
comes Mother’s Day! The 
COVID-19 virus has had 
some unfortunate spikes in 
recent days and I want you 
to know that our love and 
prayers are going out and 
up for each one of our 
church family and beyond. 

     With regards to our worhsip service, we are 
perfecting our online services to meet this new era in 
our worship of God and the fellowship of our church 
family. 
     Although we have changed from having in 
person services to online only, it is our heart’s desire 
to keep connected with each other through our 
prayers, emails, phone calls, Facebook Livestreams, 
and devotionals. With regards to personal contact, I 
have been trying to contact all of our membership 
through phone calls, but not every phone number in 
the church directory is still in in service, while 
others may be afraid to answer when a call is 
coming from an unknown caller’s phone number. 
With emails, I update everyone I can about 
important events, weekly newsletters, and Arkansas 
Conference latest news. By the way, if you have not 
been getting those emails, it means I don’t have a 
good email address for you. 

If you so desire, please send your email address to:  
gary.maskell@arumc.org or 
tracie@magnoliafumc.org 

and I will keep you updated. 

Know that our prayers are going up for you all 
and we look forward with great anticipation to see 
how God will bring us through this challenging 
time!  

Pastor Gary

Happy Mother’s Day to all of our ladies! Hoping 
that your day is filled with peace, joy, and love!

Volume 2 Issue 18

I know you’re won’t be able to dine out for a great 
Mother’s Day lunch today or gather with extended 
family, but perhaps you would like to put on your 
finest Mother’s Day outfit for the service at home!   
Then take a picture of yourself, if you want, and I’ll 
put together a brief video highlighting your photo(s).  
Either alone or with your family would be great! If 
you’d rather send in a photo in your dressiest casual 
clothes that would be great too! Just a thought for 
your consideration!
     Always remember that you have been blessed to be 
a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Mother’s Day!”
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The Good Shepherd
life for the sheep" or we hear the oft 
repeated words from the 23rd 
Psalm, "The LORD is my shepherd" 
we run the risk of passing over them 
too quickly due to their familiarity!
Join with me for a moment to reflect 
on two different aspects of these 
treasured passages...
Picture in your mind's eye a lush, 
emerald green pasture filled with 
contented sheep calmly grazing on 
the grass. The deep blue skies are 
filled with fluffy white clouds, while 
a gently flowing stream gurgles 
nearby.  And there on the hillside, 
leaning serenely against a grove of 
trees, is a shepherd, his eyes alert, 
and he's smiling as he fondly 
watches his sheep.
At first glance, at least with a 
description like that, it would seem 
as if the job of a shepherd was quite 
a nice and peaceful one!

But lurking around the corner, there 
is something which draws our 
attention partially away from the 
ease of this seemingly cushy job to 
one that tells us that the life of the 
shepherd is fraught with danger as 
well!

The 23rd Psalm tells us that 
enemies are also a part of that very 
same picture!

And in John 10, Jesus explicitly 
speaks about the threat to the sheep 
coming from wolves. As you 
p robab ly know, wo lves a r e 
predators. Sometimes they travel in 
packs, while at other times they 
travel alone. But however they 
travel, they generally attack the 
weakes t and f ra i l e s t sheep , 
particularly if those sheep separate 
themselves from the rest of the 
flock.

Despite the initial serenity of this 

scene, and as we all have learned in 
life, there's occasionally trouble 
waiting to pounce...

Though most of us might never 
encounter any of the four-footed 
variety of wolves, which are on the 
endangered list, but most of us have 
probably encountered the two-legged 
variety on more than one occasion, 
which unfortunately are not on the 
endangered list!  

What am I talking about?    

I'm talking about:…the wolves who 
sneakily make their way into our 
communities, conning people out of 
their money with scams, selling 
d r u g s t o o u r c h i l d r e n a n d 
burglarizing our homes while we are 
off working for a living!

I’m talking about the corporate 
wolves who market new products 
and chemical laden foods that 
ultimately cause damage to our 
bodies. They are remorseless as they 
make their fortunes while leaving 
illness, destruction and death in their 
paths.  

I’m talking about the wolves who 
bring violence, prejudice, and hatred 
into our communities and country.  

I’m talking about the wolves in 
sheep's clothing who pass harmful 
laws without the people's knowledge 
or their voices being heard and think 
that's just fine and dandy.  

Whether four-footed or two-legged, 
wolves are predators that are out to 
get what they want from us at any 
cost.

After describing these two-legged 
predators, Jesus warned us of another 
threat. He described the difference 
between Himself and what He 
referred to as the hireling. The 

hireling, is the person who is there 
just for the paycheck and he or she 
will head for the hills at the first 
sign of trouble, but Jesus said the 
Good Shepherd will stay and lay 
down His life for the sheep. This 
is a job that calls for a real 
moment-of-truth application of 
love for the flock.

I'm so glad that our Good 
Shepherd hasn't changed, but with 
regards to hirelings, things haven't 
changed very much at all, have 
they?

Hirelings can be found in public 
offices, where they most carefully 
tend to the wants and desires of 
those who can potentially give 
them the best advantage for their 
careers, without any regard for 
representing the people.

Hirelings can be some of those 
folks that you meet in your daily 
interactions... They can be found 
at fast food establishments, 
government offices, hospitals, or 
just about anywhere else! They 
become readily visible by their 
unwillingness to exert themselves 
even one-inch beyond what the 
j o b d e s c r i p t i o n r e q u i r e s . 
Everywhere you look, you can 
find them! Unfortunately this even 
includes the pulpit, where those 
who have been given a sacred trust 
to preach the Word of God, have 
become more concerned with not 
offending anyone, and thereby 
risking their positions, than taking 
the high road in telling the truth 
and giving forth the words of 
eternal life.

When Jesus said to His disciples, 
"Follow me and I will make you 
fishers of men," I believe that He 
meant we should all walk in His 
footsteps in such a way that people 
can see the Good Shepherd 
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Continued on Page 5
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shining through us in our words and deeds!  

Please note, that although there is only one Good Shepherd, there are often other followers of Jesus (under-
shepherds, if you will) who beautifully show forth the attributes that He ascribed to the Good Shepherd. In John 
15:13 Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends.”

These folks who exemplify this godly characteristic, can be found in all professions.  For example...It was March 
of 1998, in Jonesboro, Arkansas, two young boys (ages 11 and 13) took revenge on their classmates. After 
triggering a fire alarm, they sat with hunting rifles, waiting for their classmates to come out of the school. One by 
one those two young boys took aim and fired at those they intended to kill. In the midst of the chaos and 
confusion, a young teacher named Shannon Wright saw that the guns were pointing at a young girl named Emma. 
In a split second, Shannon covered Emma with her body, Emma lived. Shannon Wright died. Though Shannon 
Wright never suspected what would happen that day at school, in that moment of crisis, in a split-second 
decision, a true shepherd was revealed. Her sacrifice was loving and brave...it was a sacrifice which saved the life 
of one young girl named Emma.

When Jesus came to this world, it was not a surprise to Him what would happen.  He willingly and specifically 
came to this world to lay down His life so that we too can have life...life more abundant in this world and life 
eternal with Him!  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me." John 14:6

For those who are believers, you will probably never have to lay down your life, but you have been called to love 
one another as Jesus has loved us. In so doing, you have become an “under-shepherd” of Jesus to those who 
need protection, love, and care. I want to encourage you to live out your calling to be witnesses of Jesus Christ! 
To be an ambassador for Him, taking care of one another.  Let me assure you that whenever you feel like the 
wolves of this world are getting ready to pounce on you as their next meal and that life has lost its meaning. 
Don’t scatter from the flock, but look to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith ... the Good Shepherd who 
gave His life for you and me!

However, if you don’t know Him — You can find eternal life by trusting in Him alone for your salvation by 
grace through faith.  You can find refreshment at His overflowing table, even in the presence of your enemies.  
His rod and staff shall be your protection to give you comfort and rest, now and forever, even when you walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death. 

Come to Him this day and receive salvation as a free gift and leave with eternity!

Let me share a recent daily word of inspiration from Bishop Mueller entitled, “Discover Who You Really Are!”
“You wake up some days and don’t feel very good about yourself or your life. The COVID-19 pandemic hasn’t 
done anything to help because you can’t do so many of the things that make you the unique you that you are. But 
maybe that’s the point. Who you are, your worthiness and how you feel about yourself are not primarily a 
function of what you are able to do on your own. If so, your life is going to be like a yo-yo constantly going up 
and down and up and down. Rather your fundamental human identity is a divine gift bestowed upon you that 
comes from God who created you in God’s own image, Jesus Christ who saves you and gives you life, and the 
Holy Spirit who empowers you to live the unique life God has created you to embrace. So in these COVID-19 
days when you can’t do what you normally do, maybe you can discover who you really are.”
Perhaps, during this COVID-19 pandemic, we cannot only discover who we really are, but we can also learn and 
discover who we can really become in Christ Jesus.  Be all that He has called and empowered you to be!

And remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary

The Good Shepherd
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Mother’s Day is a holiday honoring motherhood that is observed in different forms throughout the world. 
In the United States, Mother’s Day 2020 occurs on Sunday, May 10. The American incarnation of 
Mother’s Day was created by Anna Jarvis in 1908 and became an official U.S. holiday in 1914. Jarvis 
would later denounce the holiday’s commercialization and spent the latter part of her life trying to remove 
it from the calendar. While dates and celebrations vary, Mother’s Day traditionally involves presenting 
moms with flowers, cards and other gifts.

Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can be traced back to the ancient Greeks and Romans, who held 
festivals in honor of the mother goddesses Rhea and Cybele, but the clearest modern precedent for 
Mother’s Day is the early Christian festival known as “Mothering Sunday.”
Once a major tradition in the United Kingdom and parts of Europe, this celebration fell on the fourth 
Sunday in Lent and was originally seen as aAnn Reeves Jarvis and Julia Ward Howe

The origins of Mother’s Day as celebrated in the United States date back to the 19th century. In the years 
before the Civil War, Ann Reeves Jarvis of West Virginia helped start “Mothers’ Day Work Clubs” to 
teach local women how to properly care for their children.

These clubs later became a unifying force in a region of the country still divided over the Civil War. In 
1868 Jarvis organized “Mothers’ Friendship Day,” at which mothers gathered with former Union and 
Confederate soldiers to promote reconciliation.

Another precursor to Mother’s Day came from the abolitionist and suffragette Julia Ward Howe. In 1870 
Howe wrote the “Mother’s Day Proclamation,” a call to action that asked mothers to unite in promoting 
world peace. In 1873 Howe campaigned for a “Mother’s Peace Day” to be celebrated every June 2.

Other early Mother’s Day pioneers include Juliet Calhoun Blakely, a temperance activist who inspired a 
local Mother’s Day in Albion, Michigan, in the 1870s. The duo of Mary Towles Sasseen and Frank 
Hering, meanwhile, both worked to organize a Mothers’ Day in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Some have even called Hering “the father of Mothers’ Day.”

Anna Jarvis — The official Mother’s Day holiday arose in the 1900s as a result of the efforts of Anna 
Jarvis, daughter of Ann Reeves Jarvis. Following her mother’s 1905 death, Anna Jarvis conceived of 
Mother’s Day as a way of honoring the sacrifices mothers made for their children.

After gaining financial backing from a Philadelphia department store owner named John Wanamaker, in 
May 1908 she organized the first official Mother’s Day celebration at a Methodist church in Grafton, 
West Virginia. That same day also saw thousands of people attend a Mother’s Day event at one of 
Wanamaker’s retail stores in Philadelphia.

Following the success of her first Mother’s Day, Jarvis—who remained unmarried and childless her whole 
life—resolved to see her holiday added to the national calendar. Arguing that American holidays were 
biased toward male achievements, she started a massive letter writing campaign to newspapers and 
prominent politicians urging the adoption of a special day honoring motherhood.

By 1912 many states, towns and churches had adopted Mother’s Day as an annual holiday, and Jarvis had 
established the Mother’s Day International Association to help promote her cause. Her persistence paid 
off in 1914 when President Woodrow Wilson signed a measure officially establishing the second Sunday 
in May as Mother’s Day.           (Continued on page 8)

Mother’s Day - A Brief History

https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/ancient-greece
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/west-virginia
http://www.biography.com/people/julia-ward-howe-9345293
http://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/womans-christian-temperance-union
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/michigan
http://www.biography.com/news/anna-jarvis-mother-of-modern-mothers-day-20826125
http://www.biography.com/news/anna-jarvis-mother-of-modern-mothers-day-20826125
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/virginia
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson
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May 4, 2020

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ.

As you are aware, Governor Hutchinson issued guidance today for places of worship that are effective 
immediately. Many of you are wondering what this means for you, when you can gather together again for in-
person activities and what you should do next.

The Arkansas Annual Conference intends to continue to offer guidance to churches guided by our love for God 
and neighbor. John Wesley’s first General Rule, “Do no harm” compels those of us who are disciples shaped by 
the Wesleyan perspective to make sure that our personal actions do not harm others, even if we are not 
intentionally doing so. We need to exhibit abundant caution and, for the foreseeable future, act as if we could 
infect those with whom we come into contact. This means we will continue to take a cautious and measured 
approach. .

As previously announced, there will be no in-person indoor events in United Methodist Churches through at 
least May 17.

I will announce the next piece of guidance for churches on Wednesday, May 6, relying upon the Governor’s 
guidance for worship, directives given to industry groups and the expertise of The Bishop’s Task Force on the 
Safe Reopening of Churches.

As your church reopens, you must do so in a safe manner with the appropriate use of social distancing and other 
safety practices, PPE, and sanitation. If you cannot do this adequately, it is not time to reopen. If at any time 
there is a reported case of COVID-19 in your church, you will need to immediately close until the proper safety 
steps have been taken.Â 

The Arkansas Annual Conference has produced a document entitled ”Arkansas Annual Conference Guidance: 
The Safe Reopening of Churches In Response to COVID-19”. Please check the link regularly as it will be 
updated. 

This has been a difficult season for you. It also has been a season of growth and learning. I want you to know 
how impressed I have been by your faithfulness, innovation and creativity these last weeks. Thank you for all 
you are doing. I have prayed everyday for you and will continue to do so. Remember, we are not striving to go 
back to our old normal. Rather, we want to embrace Jesus’ new normal.

Grace and peace,

Gary E. Mueller
Bishop

A Important Note From Bishop Gary Mueller

https://arumc.org/covid19/safe-church-reopening-guidance/
https://arumc.org/covid19/safe-church-reopening-guidance/
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
May 10, 2020

5th Sunday of Easter                      
Happy Mother’s Day! 

Lectionary Texts:

Acts 7:55-60;                                            
Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16 (UMH 764);                        

1 Peter 2:2–10;                                         
John 14:1–14

 Liturgical Color: White or Gold

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and 
virtue, as well as respect and reverence. 
White is used for all high Holy Days and 
festival days of the Church Year, 
especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the 
ordination of ministers. In some church 
traditions it is also used for funerals as a 
symbol of the resurrection.

Mother’s Day - A Brief History

(Contintued from page 6)

Mother’s Day Around the World — While versions of Mother’s Day are celebrated worldwide, traditions 
vary depending on the country. In Thailand, for example, Mother’s Day is always celebrated in August on the 
birthday of the current queen, Sirikit.

Another alternate observance of Mother’s Day can be found in Ethiopia, where families gather each fall to 
sing songs and eat a large feast as part of Antrosht, a multi-day celebration honoring motherhood.

In the United States, Mother’s Day continues to be celebrated by presenting mothers and other women with 
gifts and flowers, and it has become one of the biggest holidays for consumer spending. Families also 
celebrate by giving mothers a day off from activities like cooking or other household chores.

At times, Mother’s Day has also been a date for launching political or feminist causes. In 1968 Coretta Scott 
King, wife of Martin Luther King Jr., used Mother’s Day to host a march in support of underprivileged 
women and children. In the 1970s women’s groups also used the holiday as a time to highlight the need for 
equal rights and access to childcare.

Source: https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html
https://www.history.com/topics/coretta-scott-king
https://www.history.com/topics/coretta-scott-king
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr

