
f o l l o w e d M o o r e ’ s 
suggestions of giving up 
some bad things l ike 
b i t t e r n e s s , a p a t h y , 
discouragement, pettiness, 
and other similarly bad 
spiritual and emotional 
things. They are all great 
“bad” things to give up for 
Len t . Las t week , we 
deviated from Moore’s 
suggestions by considering 
giving up some things that 
were appropriate for our 
n e w a n d h o p e f u l l y 
t e m p o r a r y r e a l i t y . I 
suggested that we, i f 
needed, give up fear, 
hoarding, and selfishness 
for Lent and for as long as 
we walk this earth.

This week, we’ll revisit an 
earlier suggestion of giving 
up bitterness along with the 
negative effect of our 
w o r d s , p o o r 
communication, and the 
potential that unforgiveness 
can have on our lives and 
the lives of those around 
us! We’ll also consider 
getting to the root of those 
feelings so that we can 
effect lifelong change in 
our lives!

Luke 11:37-52 “When 
J e s u s h a d f i n i s h e d 
speak ing , a Phar i see 
invited him to eat with him; 

so he went in and reclined 
at the table. 38 But the 
Pharisee was surprised 
when he noticed that Jesus 
did not first wash before 
the meal. 39 Then the 
Lord said to him, ‘Now 
then, you Pharisees clean 
the outside of the cup and 
dish, but inside you are 
f u l l o f g r e e d a n d 
wickedness. 40 You foolish 
people! Did not the one 
who made the outside 
m a k e t h e i n s i d e 
also? 41 But now as for 
what is inside you—be 
generous to the poor, and 
everything will be clean 
for you.”

Years ago, there were 
numerous books, radio 
shows, and even movies 
about a fictional character 
known as, “The Shadow” 
whose his most quotable 
quote was, “Who knows 
what evil lurks in the 
hear t s o f men? The 
Shadow knows!” 

I s u s p e c t t h a t H o l y 
Scripture is most likely 
t h e s o u r c e f o r T h e 
Shadow’s words. We read 
in Jeremiah 17:9, “The 
heart is deceitful above all 
things, And desperately 
wicked; Who can know 
it?”
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 It was a balmy Friday 
afternoon in Magnolia and I 
was sitting on the front 
porch of the parsonage just 
sneezing my head off from 
the freshly mown grass and 
the plethora of pollen that 
had discolored all our cars, 
the entire porch, and just 
about everything else. As I 
sat, sneezed, and reflected, I 
realized that I was still 
experiencing a mildly surreal 
state of mind about what has 
transpired in the past few 
weeks. Our pandemic state 
of being feels like something 
one might read about in a 
history book, but certainly 
not something we would 
experience in our day and 
time. Unfortunately, it is not 
a distant history lesson, it is 
our current reality until the 
Corona virus is eradicated. 

So, what shall we do with all 
of this time we many of us 
now have on our hands? It 
just so happens that I have a 
thought or two on that very 
subject! With the beginning 
of the Lenten Season, we 
began investigating some 
bad things to give for Lent. 
It is a grand idea suggested 
by James Moore in his book, 
“Give Up Something Bad for 
Lent.”

Over the first few weeks, we 
Continued on Page 4
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Across 
1. * Shortened Spot on a Skirt
4. 30 to 300 megahertz, for 
short
7. * Type of Cloak that 
originates from South 
America
13. * Apronlike dress
15. * Overcoat that is long and 
loose, and made of heavy 
Fabric
16. * They can complete 
risqué Outfits
18. Linguistic unit, for short
19. Run across
20. Certain ocean (abbr.)
21. Look with a sidelong 
glance
23. * Secondhand, like some 
Clothing
27. * Stockings
29. * One-piece Garment
33. Namely
34. Ms. Perlman, and others
35. * Designer perfume

39. Dreamlike, minus the "eal"
40. Covered with hair
41. * Weaving apparatus
43. * Seventies Styles
45. * Outer Garment
46. * Common item of 
Clothing, minus the "Sh"
47. * Like some Evening 
Gowns
49. * Scarlett O'Hara wore them
53. Pierce Powerfully
54. In the past, archaically
55. Mr. Whitney
57. * Clothier for Children: 
___Kosh B'Gosh
60. Mr. Cool J
61. * Like some Fashions
66. * Raincoat company, with 
"Fog"
69. * Woman's dressing Gown
70. Eavesdroppers
71. Juliette Low's org.
72. Sense organ

Down 
1. * Some pairs of Jeans 

hugged them in the 
Seventies
2. Princess in the British 
Royal Family, minus the 
"Eug"
3. * Person seen Backstage 
at a Fashion Show
4. Liquor, without the "ka"
5. Letters fit for a King or 
Queen
6. * Client's Concern of a 
Clothier: "Is this extra ___ 
charge all clients must 
pay?"
7. * Type of Sweater
8. Swimming Spots, minus 
the "Po"
9. Canadian prov.
10. Hartford is Here, for 
short
11. One who makes out a 
shape, such as a path, with 
a heavy tool, such as an ax
12. * Fashionable 
Question: "Hmmm... I 
wonder if I should wash 
this Cashmere Sweater by 
hand, ___ clean it?"
13. Letters at the end of a 
Letter
14. Sante completer
17. Country of northeast 
Africa, briefly
21. * Fashionable name in 
women's Apparel and 
Accessories
22. The Poet named 
Cummings
24. Slivery Serpent Sound
25. Group of Countries 
across the Ocean at #20A 
(Acronym)
26. Eat heartily
28. Break a Commandment
29. Sons to Srs.
30. "Nope!"
31. Grouper

32. Moves from a 
vertical position
36. Bouquet holders
37. Honker on the 
Highway
38. * Fitted part at the 
top of a Garment
40. * Designs on Dresses
42. Frantic
44. Start to "Cambrian" 
or "Historic"
45. Hemp shrub
48. Amount of milk, for 
short
49. Prison Pens
50. * Acrylic fiber
51. He (Initials) starred 
in "Jaws" (1975)
52. * Part of a #46A, 
without the "eve"
56. Verdict at a Movie 
Rating Committee: "We 
labelled ___."
58. Roofed colonnade of 
ancient Greece
59. In royal circles, the 
brother to the "Spare" is 
known as the what?
61. Soda
62. Bronze money used 
in ancient Rome
63. Ms. Zadora
64. Giant King of 
Bashan
65. He (Initials) starred 
in "All the President's 
Men" (1976)
67. * Fashionable 
Fragrance: Chanel ___ 5
68. Suffice
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April 2020 News and  Announcements 
The past two weeks have 
been dizzying with the 
changes the Corona virus 
has had on our community 
a n d t h e w o r l d ! O u r 
services have changed 
from being in person to 
only online with no home 
visits to prevent the spread 
of this potentially deadly 
virus! I will try to contact 

most of our membership through phone calls and our 
newsletters!  Our prayers are going up for all and we 
will be looking out for the safty of all in the se 
coming weeks! We look forward with great 
anticipation to see how God will will bring us 
through this challenging time!  

Pastor Gary

Temporarily suspended — Our Luke Bible 
Study meets every Sunday evening at 4:30 p.m. and 
every Wednesday at the noon hour in Averitt Hall! 
Bring you Bible and an open heart and mind that is 
set on learning and we will adventure through this 
beautiful gospel account!

Temporarily suspended — Get in shape with 
DDP Yoga! ”Not sure?: 

Check out the web page https://ddpyoga.com/
pages/about-us
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Then come join us at 5:15 on Mondays,Tuesday 
and Thursday at First UMC Magnolia as we work 
our way through this program to become stronger 
and healthier without impact on our joints."
 

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  

So be one!
Pastor Gary

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Fashion!”

https://ddpyoga.com/pages/about-us
https://ddpyoga.com/pages/about-us
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Some Final Bad Things to Give Up  for Lent!
Well, “The Shadow” really doesn’t 
know what evil lurks in the hearts of 
any of us, for God alone knows the 
depths of the evil that lurks within 
our hearts. But, thanks to the advent 
of social media, we are getting a 
better idea of exactly what evil 
might be lurking behind the scenes 
in others. Why and how? Because 
many people are pointblank telling 
us what is in their hearts and minds 
as they rattle off a host of telling 
negative thoughts. 

What could the source of this 
negativity? In Luke 6:45 Jesus said, 
“A good person produces good 
things from the treasury of a good 
heart, and an evil person produces 
evil things from the treasury of an 
evil heart. What you say flows from 
what is in your heart.”

And by the way, some of what our 
fellow Facebook posters and 
“journalists” have shared would be 
some great things to give up for 
Lent!

Hopefully, as the Lenten Season and 
COVID-19 has touched our lives,  
we have gotten some insights about 
who we are and what we are made 
of! I pray that we have discovered 
many good things within us and 
have made the wise decision to give 
up all of the bad things that we 
discovered!

This final week of our Lenten study 
allows us to take a look at the source 
of our problems, the heart of 
h u m a n k i n d . A l o n g w i t h a 
desperately wicked heart, I will add 
some of my own personal selections 

for this week’s recommended list of 
bad things to give up for Lent! 

Let's take a quick look at how what's 
inside of us can make a difference to 
us and to those around us:

1.) First, The Positive  - Her name is 
Johnnie. Many years ago, she was 
driving her car through the streets of 
her hometown. She was on her way 
for a routine doctor's visit. As she 
turned onto one of the main streets, a 
small four-year-old girl by the name 
of Tracey suddenly ran out in front of 
her car. Johnnie saw her immediately 
and hit her brakes, tooted her horn, 
and even swerved to avoid hitting her, 
but it was too late! As Johnnie's car 
came to a screeching halt, little 
Tracey was hit by the front of her car 
and was pulled underneath it.  

Luckily, at the time of the accident, 
little Tracey was hugging her brand 
new stuffed teddy bear to her chest. 
Since she had it so close to her, the 
teddy bear took most of the impact!  

Shocked by what had just happened, 
Johnnie jumped out of the driver's 
seat and ran to the front of the car to 
see if she could do anything. She 
knelt down and looked underneath the 
car and saw that the bottom part of 
the engine was pressing down on 
Tracey's chest...cushioned only by her 
new teddy bear that was in between 
the engine and her chest. As far as 
Johnnie could tell, Tracey was 
ok...conscious, alert - arms and legs 
moving, etc.

Johnnie screamed for help and as 
people started to respond to her cries, 

Johnnie did a most amazing thing. 
She put her hands underneath the 
front bumper and lifted the car up, 
and held it about 6 inches off the 
ground so that Tracey could be 
pulled to safety!  

Tracey was taken to the hospital and 
released a short time later with only 
minor scrapes and bruises, thanks to 
her teddy bear and the Herculean 
efforts of Johnnie she was safe! 
Make no mistake about it, Johnnie 
was not a weight-lifter, not an 
athlete, or someone of exceptional 
strength. But in that moment of 
crisis, she lifted the front end of a 
3,000 pound car to save a life.  In 
that time of crisis, something 
wonderful emerged from her! Later, 
when Johnnie went to her doctor's 
office visit, her doctor found that she 
strained some shoulder and leg 
muscles from lifting the car, but 
otherwise she was in excellent shape. 
By the way, the baby that Johnny 
gave birth to some 3-months later 
was fine too! [Source - James Moore]

It seems to me that we all have some 
untapped strengths and capabilities 
within us — sometimes for good and 
at other times for bad!

Second, The Negative  - The year 
was 1989, the place was Matamoros, 
Mexico. In the name of Satanism, 
voodoo, cult worship, bizarre beliefs, 
and drug trafficking, many innocent 
peop le were b ru ta l i zed , and 
sacrificed at the command of a 
Cuban godfather who told his 
followers that the killings would 
protect them from their enemies.  

Volume 2 Issue 13

Continued on Page 5
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One suspect, after confessing that he 
shot one victim and decapitated another 
said , "We ki l led them for our 
protection." [Source - James Moore]

What links these two stories together?

The free will that God has blessed us 
with gives us the ability, by our words 
and/or actions, to either help others or 
hurt them...it's our choice!

But unlike the old crime-fighting 
vigilante, The Shadow, we can't always 
tell from the outside what resides 
within the hearts of men and women 
until it manifests itself, but God knows! 
By the way, we can't be 100% sure 
about even ourselves until the situation 
arises!

1.) Johnnie - In Johnnie's case, perhaps 
even she didn't know what good she 
was capable of until the time came. 
You wouldn't have been able to tell by 
merely looking at her and if you asked 
her, she probably couldn't have been 
able to tell you either!

2 . ) T h e G a n g M e m b e r s o f 
Matamoros - With regards to their 
appearance and evil intent, Moore 
writes, "In Matamoros, when many 
spectators saw the suspects in custody 
they commented that they looked so 
normal. Yet they did these horrifying, 
brutal things."

They all seemed to look good on the 
outside! So did the Pharisees and so do 
many of us, but more is needed than 
just a spiffy exterior! Jesus was telling 
the Pharisees, and all of us, that we are 
accountable for what we do in this 
world! Jesus was calling the Pharisees 

on the carpet for the things that 
they had chosen to do with their 
authority and abilities as religious 
leaders!

The Pharisees probably looked 
great on the outside, but they were 
a big mess on the inside! They 
needed an internal cleansing —a 
cleansing that would not only take 
their best efforts, but would require 
the help that only God could give 
them!

In Moore's book, he related an 
event from the Barber's Supply 
Association, A few years ago they 
held a convention in Chicago. As a 
publicity stunt they went out to skid 
row and found a man lying in the 
gutter, filthy dirty, and drunk as a 
skunk. They brought him back to 
the convention center. While there, 
they cleaned him up, shampooed 
and shaved him, put cologne on 
him and washed him with a new 
kind of soap they were trying to 
sell.   

They even bought him a new suit, 
shirt, tie, and shoes; and they said 
to all the world, "This is what our 
barber supplies can do for you." 
But the next day when they looked 
for him again, they found him right 
back in skid row, lying in the 
gutter, maybe not as filthy and 
drunk as earlier but well on his 
way! [Source - James Moore]

The point is clear, it's not enough to 
clean someone up on the outside.  

It's what's on the inside that reflects 
the true soul of a person!
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So what might be some internal 
messes that we all might need to 
clean?

1 . ) U n f o r g i v e n e s s — 
Unforg iveness , a long wi th 
bitterness, are two of the most 
destructive choices we can make. 
Yes, they are choices! I know 
from personal experience.

(a) Forgiving Others — Last 
week, I mentioned one of the 
many challenging situations that I 
faced in life. I was angry, 
unforgiving, and discouraged. It 
was like a cancer eating me up on 
the inside and unless I turned it 
over to God, it was going to 
destroy me, my relationships, and 
my walk with God! More than I 
first realized, I needed to forgive! 
By the way, forgiveness does not 
make light of the real wrongs that 
were done to you, but rather it 
frees you to live life with renewed 
joy and purpose. By the way, 
unforgiveness doesn’t hurt those 
w h o ’ v e w r o n g e d y o u . 
Unforgiveness, adds self-inflicted 
insult to your injury!  

If you’re living in unforgiveness 
toward someone, then cut it of 
your life before it hurts you and 
others!

(b) Forgiving Yourself — I have 
a long history of repeatedly 
kicking myself for my bad 
decisions, failures in life, and the 
harsh words that others have 
spoken to me. How? I had a bad 
habit of letting those negative 
things play in my head like an old 

Some Final Bad Things to Give Up  for Lent!

Continued on Page 6
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Some Final Bad Things to Give Up  for Lent!
8-Track tape. Do negative things and failure still bother me? Yes, they do, but I know that, along with the rest of 
humankind, I will occasionally make mistakes. I have sincw fully taken Jesus up on His offer of forgiveness and 
I’d recommend that do too.  If He has fovgiven me, I won’t make the mistake of disagreeing with Him.

If you’re living in unforgiveness toward yourself, then cut it of your life before it hurts you and others!

2.) Misunderstanding, rather than Understanding — Make sure what you hear is what was said and 
meant! Otherwise, you might make a decision that destroys your precious relationships and leaves a gaping hole 
in your life. 

In our lives, we would be blessed if we could count a handful of friends to our credit. I have had many good, 
trusted friends in my life, but there are some that go beyond being friends and are more like brothers and sisters 
to us. To use a recent phrase, they are akin to a brother from another mother. These are relationships that we 
should protect with our very lives. Years ago, I had gone through one of a handful of heart-breaking life-
situations that made me feel worthless. My beloved brother from another mother said something in, what was 
most certainly light-hearted jest, but it cut me to the quick. Being the stubborn knot-head that I was, I stayed 
away for a while…then I stayed away for so long that I lost contact.  I let my unclear understanding and battered 
emotions read something negative into his light-hearted words. Had I clarified what I had heard, things would 
have never gone astray!  Ski, Patti…I have always loved you both and I always will!  I ask your forgiveness for 
my foolish error!

If this is you, then cut it out of your life before it hurts you and others!

3.) Bitterness —  This is what happens when you let unforgiveness have its way in your life. In his book, Lee: 
The Last Years, Charles Bracelen Flood reports that after the civil war, Robert E. Lee visited a Kentucky lady 
who took him to the remains of a grand old tree in front of her house. There she bitterly cried that its limbs and 
trunk had been destroyed by Federal artillery fire. She looked to General Lee for a word condemning the North 
or at least sympathizing with her loss. After a brief silence, Lee said, “Cut it down, my dear, and forget it.”

The moral of this retelling of history, It is better to forgive the injustices of the past than to allow them to remain 
and let bitterness take root and poison the rest of your life.

If this is you, then cut it out of your life before it hurts you and others!

Howard Schultz once said, “In times of adversity and change, we really discover who we are and what we’re 
made of.”   We might doll up the outside of ourselves, but it’s what’s on the inside that counts. The philosophies 
of the world might make us a better person, but for real transformation to take place, only the power of God 
though the Holy Spirit and faith in Jesus can truly transform us from glory to glory into the very image of Christ!

So, if there were ever a more appropriate time to give up something bad for Lent, this is it! Along with bitterness, 
apathy, discouragement, and hypocritical judgements, let's consider giving up Unforgiveness, Misunderstanding 
— rather than understanding, and let me repeat it, our internal enemy Bitterness and see what can happen to us 
and the world around us!  

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! Pastor Gary
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Magnolia First United Methodist Church Corona Response
The Magnolia First United Methodist Church Administrative Council unanimously voted this evening 
to discontinue all in-person church services, Bible studies, and meetings until further notice. 

We will continue our Lenten journey but in a most unexpected way:

Services: Our heart’s desire is to continue worship but in an online format so that our family of 
believers can safely worship God!  Youth and Treehouse Kids will be done via YouTube for the 
Treehouse Kids and “Zoom” Conference calls for Youth!

We will provide more information later this week as to how the services will be viewable. We will 
also have our Sunday service videos available via a YouTube link. Our services will be conducted 
with a “skeleton” worship team so that the service will be nearly identical to our regular Sunday 
morning worship experience.  This week —  we will be live-streaming on Facebook live from the 
church webpage!  Channel 13 and our radio braodcast are back in operation!  Praise God!

Giving: God’s tithes, along with our offerings, and gifts can be given via multiple avenues that will be 
announced later this week.  We have mailed our offering envelopes and are currently exploring online 
giving options!

Time Frame: We will reevaluate this temporary change of worship services, Bible studies, and 
meetings at the end of April, 2020.  The safety of our congregation is of the utmost importance; 
therefore, we will only resume regular in-person worship services, Bible studies, and meetings when 
safety permits.

Blessings to our beloved family of faith and our prayers for healing and safety go with you all in these 
challenging times! 

Pastor Gary

A Word from Joe Kaar, Finance Chairman
From your Finance Committee….

For the first three Sundays, our giving for March has been $56,916 and year to date has
been $131,255. Our bills are current and we will finish the month with a positive
balance.

Without having a face-to-face service, we will not have a Sunday offering which is our
main point of giving. While we have reduced our weekly worship and programming due
to the President’s request to help curtail the spread of the Covid-19 virus, our expenses
continue.

Enclosed is an envelope addressed to the church. If you are able, please try to keep
your giving current by mailing the check that you would normally place in the offering
plate.

God is good, all of the time!                       Joe Kaar, Chair
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Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
March 29, 2020

Palm Sunday 

Lectionary Texts:

Matthew 21:1–11;                                                     
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29 (UMH 839)  

 Liturgical Color: Purple

Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and 
therefore mourning and penitence.  It is the 
liturgical color for the Season of Lent.  It 
is also the color of royalty, so traditionally 
has also been used for Advent and is still 
used in Catholic churches, although Blue 
Violet is also used. However, Blue is 
replacing purple for Advent in many 
Protestant churches.

http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

