
more than feeding bread 
and fish to a great number 
of folks. 

L e t ’ s s e e h o w t h e 
challenges of that day 
were met as Jesus’ love, 
compassion, and care to 
feed both body and soul 
were poured out!  

Matthew 14:13-21 As 
soon as Jesus heard the 
news, he left in a boat to a 
remote area to be alone. 
But the crowds heard 
where he was headed and 
followed on foot from 
many towns. 14 Jesus saw 
the huge crowd as he 
stepped from the boat, and 
he had compassion on 
them and healed their sick. 
1 5  T h a t e v e n i n g t h e 
disciples came to him and 
said, “This is a remote 
place, and it’s already 
getting late. Send the 
crowds away so they can 
go to the villages and buy 
food for themselves.” 
16 But Jesus said, “That 
isn’t necessary—you feed 
them.” 17 “But we have 
only five loaves of bread 
a n d t w o f i s h ! ” t h e y 
answered. 18 “Bring them 
here,” he said. 19 Then he 
told the people to sit down 
on the grass. Jesus took 
the five loaves and two 
fish, looked up toward 
heaven, and blessed them. 
Then, breaking the loaves 
into pieces, he gave the 

bread to the disciples, 
who distributed it to the 
people. 20 They all ate as 
much as they wanted, and 
afterward, the disciples 
picked up twelve baskets 
of leftovers. 21 About 
5,000 men were fed that 
day, in addition to all the 
women and children! 
(NLT)

W e h a v e b e e n 
c o n s i d e r i n g t h e 
wonderful suggestions 
found in James Moore’s 
b o o k , “ G i v e U p 
Something Bad for Lent.” 
Moore’s suggestion is 
that instead of giving up 
simple things like candy 
bars, coffee, or other 
trivial items, only to pick 
them right back up after 
Lent, that we give up 
something that is truly 
bad for ourselves, our 
family, and our friends. 
In  recent weeks, we 
spoke about giving up 
b i t t e r n e s s , a p a t h y , 
discouragement, harsh 
hypocritical judgements, 
and pettiness to name but 
a few! 

By the way, those are still 
some great things to give 
up for Lent, or any time 
of the year for that 
matter! But this past 
week has gone way 
beyond anything that 
Moore, or any of us, 
c o u l d h a v e e v e r 
anticipated! 
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Over the past few weeks, 
the world has been turned 
upside down with the 
spread of the Corona virus. 
Likewise, our lives have 
also been shaken as we have 
experienced stores running 
o u t o f m u c h n e e d e d 
necessi t ies, businesses 
d o w n t o r u n n i n g o n 
skeleton crews with lay-offs 
starting, restaurants no 
longer having d ine- in 
services, and our finances 
taking hard hit! We know 
some of what we should do, 
but the deeper question that 
comes to my mind is “What 
Do We Do When We Don’t 
know What To Do” 

Maybe you are in that same 
situation right now!

Luckily, or unluckily for 
me, I have found myself in 
such a position many times 
in my life! There are times 
when I handled things 
correctly and other times 
when I have blown it. 
Perhaps we can all avoid 
making a big mess out of an 
a l r e a d y c h a l l e n g i n g 
situation by heeding the 
words of Holy Scripture!

In our passage for this 
morning the disciples found 
themselves in just such a 
difficult spot too! Matthew 
14 recounts the story of 
“The Feed ing o f the 
5,000.” It was a miracle that 
happened at the end of a 
very long day, but this 
passage contains much 

Continued on Page 4
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Across 

1. * What poems often do
6. * Narrative poem
10. Flavour Enhancing 
Letters ...flipped around?
13. * Poet who was born in 
1788 and died in 1824
14. Water squirter in the 
garden ...spelled backwards?
15. Autumn leaf dropper
16. Topic
17. Collection of facts
18. Party giver
19. Military Title, for short
21. * Official poet appointed 
to the Royal Household in 
Great Britain: Poet ___
23. * What a lot of poetry is 
about
26. Philosophy
28. * It's in Westminster 
Abbey in London, England: 
Poets' ___ (The tomb of #9D 
is among the ones resting in 
it)
29. "Island" in French
30. Not dry
31. Certain Shape, with the 
"gon" chopped off

32. * Mr. Eliot who wrote 
"Poems" (1920)
33. See eye to eye ...but 
backwards?
35. Ending to "Allig"
37. CEO's helper
39. * From a Famous Poem: 
"___ are Red. Violets are 
Blue." (Continued at #46A)
40. And not
41. * He wrote "Lamia, 
Isabella, The Eve of St. Agnes, 
and Other Poems" (1820)
44. Hesitant sound
45. * Pound the Poet
46. * "Sugar is Sweet. ___ are 
You."
47. State in the U.S.A.
49. Canned fish
51. Garfield, for one
53. Mr. Mineo
54. ".eveileb ___ s'tI" .A "?
regnis yrtnuoc suomaf 
eht ,wonk uoy ,wollef skoorB 
taht fo eman tsrif eht 
s'tahW" .Q
56. * Poetic contraction
57. * Lyric poet
58. * Roman poet who wrote 
this famous line: "What woman 

says to fond lover should 
be written in wind and 
running water."
60. Tom Parker, for one 
and for short
62. Awful ...but 
backwards?
63. King Atahualpa, for 
one
65. * Circa 1300, he 
began writing "The Divine 
Comedy"
69. Study a Book ...in a 
ga-ga way?
70. Mr. Mikita
71. Getting by: ___ out a 
living
72. Mr. Rogers ...all shook 
up?
73. Kind of instrument
74. * Heard during a 
Poetry Lesson: "Though 
not exactly the same, 
songs are like poetry that's 
___ music." (See #45D for 
a Related Clue)
Down 

1. Baseball stat.
2. Frenzy, without the 
"teria"
3. 12 mo. periods
4. * Line from a 
Legendary Limerick: "The 
___ ran up the clock."
5. Mr. Simmons ...flipped 
around?
6. Letter of the 
Alphabet ...flipped around?
7. * One of the 150 lyrical 
poems and prayers in the 
Old Testament
8. Scintilla
9. * He wrote "The 
Canterbury Tales" (Written 
mostly after 1387)
10. One indicates pain
11. * The concluding six 
lines of a sonnet
12. * Poetic rhythm (pl.)
15. * Poem by Poe
20. Connect
22. Copier Company, 
without the "Xe"
23. More Greasy, without 

the "Oi"
24. Substitute for butter
25. * Piece of Poetry
27. * Fixed number of 
lines in a part of a poem
30. Used to be
31. * Latin poet
34. * Ms. Stein who 
wrote a volume of 
poetry called "Tender 
Buttons" (1914)
36. Rocky hill
38. Talk by the 
Telephone: "This ___ bit 
too big to fit by this 
phone. Is there a 
smaller one anywhere 
that I can use for 
writing messages on?"
41. Kind of Chocolate 
Bar, with Kit
42. Ruler of Russia
43. Not on the market 
anymore
45. * Class that poetry 
is often taught in at 
school
47. Roman statesman 
and orator who was 
skilled in Latin prose
48. * Heard in the 
Library: "'Did you say 
The Dynasts was the 
name of it? If so, I 
believe that's ___ 
poem."
50. Twofold, without the 
"D"
52. Curve
55. Flipped around Last 
Name of music star 
Bonnie
56. * Mr. Wilde who 
wrote "The Ballad of 
Reading Gaol" (1898)
57. * He wrote "Songs 
of Innocence" (1789)
59. Do Others connecter
61. * Lyric poems
64. Ms. Miller
66. Insect egg
67. Explosive letters
68. The conscious mind
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March 2020 News and  Announcements 
The past two weeks have 
been dizzying with the 
changes the Corona virus 
has had on our community 
a n d t h e w o r l d ! O u r 
services have changed 
from being in person to 
only online with no home 
visits to prevent the spread 
of this potentially deadly 
virus! I will try to contact 

most of our membership through phone calls and our 
newsletters!  Our prayers are going up for all and we 
will be looking out for the safty of all in the se 
coming weeks! We look forward with great 
anticipation to see how  God will will bring us 
through this challenging time!  

Pastor Gary

Temporarily suspended — Our Luke Bible 
Study meets every Sunday evening at 4:30 p.m. and 
every Wednesday at the noon hour in Averitt Hall! 
Bring you Bible and an open heart and mind that is 
set on learning and we will adventure through this 
beautiful gospel account!

Temporarily suspended — Get in shape with 
DDP Yoga! ”Not sure?: 

Check out the web page https://ddpyoga.com/
pages/about-us

Volume 2 Issue 12

Then come join us at 5:15 on Mondays,Tuesday 
and Thursday at First UMC Magnolia as we work 
our way through this program to become stronger 
and healthier without impact on our joints."
 

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  

So be one!
Pastor Gary

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Poetry!”

https://ddpyoga.com/pages/about-us
https://ddpyoga.com/pages/about-us
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What to Do When You Don’t Know What to Do!
My personal suggestions for this 
week are, if these are problem 
areas for you, that we all give up 
fear, hoarding, and selfishness! As 
we give up these crippling 
emotions and actions, let’s replace 
them with some very good things; 
like faith, trust in God, sharing with 
others, and extravagant generosity!  

Our account from the Book of 
Matthew, though rooted in a 
supernatural miracle, gives us a 
plan of action in the natural on how 
to face our problems with God's 
help.

The opening verse reads, “As soon 
as Jesus heard the news, he left in 
a boat to a remote area to be 
alone.”

What news? You might be saying…

Herod the tetrarch had just 
beheaded Jesus’ beloved cousin 
John . 

After this terrible news, Jesus and 
His Disciples went to a remote area 
to get some alone time to pray and 
mourn over the John’s death, but 
the people followed them. After 
seeing the crowds, Jesus could 
have justifiably told the crowd to 
leave Him alone for a while so He 
could mourn and rest. 

Perhaps most of us would have 
done that very thing. But Jesus, 
when He saw the crowd, was 
moved with compassion for them! 
The heart of Jesus was always 
moved to meet the needs of the 
people. So instead of resting, He 
healed the sick and spent His day 
with them. 

As a side-note, what a prayer it 
would be if we prayed, “Lord, give 
us a heart like that. So whenever 
we see people, rather than saying, 

‘Oh No, what now?’ we too would 
be moved with compassion for those 
in need.”

After the day that Jesus planned to 
spend resting, praying, and grieving 
was finally over and evening had 
arrived, His disciples came to Him 
and said, “This is a remote place, 
and it’s already getting late. Send 
the crowds away so they can go to 
the villages and buy food for 
themselves.”

So what did Jesus say? “That’s a 
great idea boys!  I’m pretty tired and 
I’ll bet you are too!  Let’s send these 
folks packing!”

Wait! Is that what Jesus said? No!  
In verse 16 “…Jesus [essentially] 
said, “It isn’t necessary to send them 
away—you feed them.”

I can only imagine the dumbfounded 
look on their faces as they said, 
17 “But [Lord] we have only five 
loaves of bread and two fish!”

But Jesus didn't go for the disciple’s 
plan, He said to them, “Bring those 
five loaves and two fish here!” 

Here’s my translation of what Jesus 
said, “I don't care how little you 
think you've got, bring freely what 
you have and I’ll make something 
great happen with your little bit!” 

Jesus’ response can be outlined in 
three stages:

1.) He chose to deal with the 
problem rather than run.
2 . ) H e u s e d t h e a v a i l a b l e 
resources.
3.) He turned the problem into an 
opportunity!

1.) Jesus chose to deal with the 
problem rather than run. There are 
some days when we all feel like 

running away and hiding in a dark 
cave somewhere until Jesus takes us 
home, but as tempting as that is, I 
don't believe that's what He wants 
us to do!

For Jesus, it would have been the 
easiest thing in the world to take the 
disciple's advice and let all of those 
5,000 plus folks go their separate 
ways to find food and shelter for the 
night, but Jesus chose to stay and 
deal with the problem and help 
them!

And that's just what happened!

2.) Secondly, Jesus used available 
resources — The Disciples told 
him that they only had 5 loaves and 
two fish to feed the 5,000!  Not 
necessarily a good report from an 
earthly perspective, but as the hymn 
says, "Little is much when God is in 
it!"

James Moore tells a story about a 
hound sitting in a country store and 
howling as hounds have a tendency 
to do. In comes a stranger who says 
to the storekeeper, "What's the 
matter with the dog?" The store 
keeper answered, “He’s sitting on a 
cocklebur." Scratching his head, the 
stranger asked, ”Why doesn't he get 
off [of it]?" The store keeper 
replied, “He'd rather holler." 

Isn’t that what we occasionally 
do? Rather than get up and seek 
God in prayer and use what we 
have, we would rather gripe, 
complain, and blame something or 
someone else while ignoring the 
solution that might very well be in 
plain sight!

And there there are other times 
when we need to use the wisdom of 
those around us to see what we are 
missing!

Volume 2 Issue 12

Continued on Page 5
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Moore tells the story about a man 
driving his foreign car in a small 
Mississippi Delta town. His back 
wheel came off, it broke all four lug 
bolts that attach it to the car. This 
fellow had some big problems. There 
were no suitable lug bolts he could 
buy in that small town and the closest 
parts store was twenty miles away. 
"What in the world am I going to do?" 
he thought. The police, the fire 
department, the mayor, and even the 
guys playing checkers around the town 
square all gathered around the car, but 
no one could figure out what to do.

Then along came crazy Leo. He was 
one of the town's more colorful 
characters. They called him crazy Leo 
because he sometimes did some 
strange things and was not exactly the 
brightest bulb on the Christmas tree.  

They asked him what he would do if it 
was his car. "Very simple," said Crazy 
Leo. "The other three wheels have 
four lug bolts. I would take one off of 
each wheel, then use those to attach 
this wheel, and then I would drive to 
Jackson and buy four new lug bolts." 
The crowd was amazed and cheered 
for him and then they asked him how 
he figured that out. Crazy Leo replied, 
"I may be a little crazy, but I'm not 
dumb."

It's amazing what we can do if we just 
stop worrying for a minute and use the 
resources that might just be sitting 
right under our noses!

3.) Finally, Jesus turned the 
problem into an opportunity — 

With the power of God, Jesus took a 
problem and turned what appeared to 
be defeat into victory! And with His 
help, we can do something similar! 

Years ago, I was going through one of 
the most emotionally devastating 
times of my life. I was just about to 

begin my time of ministry in the 
United Methodist Church. I came 
home to discover that my life had 
been turned upside down. The 
agony that I felt was more than I 
could bear and I found myself at 
the, “What to Do When You 
Don’t Know What to Do?” point 
in my life. For me, this was not 
some abstract notion to ponder. It 
was my new reality!

My first thought was to run to the 
phone to scream and sob bitterly to 
anyone who would listen, but a 
phrase from Joyce Meyer stuck in 
my head. I remember her saying, 
“Don’t run to the phone, run to 
the throne.” I can guarantee you 
that I didn’t want to deal with the 
problem, I just wanted to run away 
and hide somewhere! 

So what did I do?

(1) I dealt with the problem and 
did not run away — The first 
step, for me, was not to run 
away from my problem but to 
deal with it by running to the 
throne of God first. Once I did 
that, I then sought out the 
compassionate and caring ears 
of my friends and family to 
listen to my heartbreak. I knew 
I had to deal with the problem 
or it would most certainly deal 
with me in a most harsh and 
deadly way. 

(2) I u s e d m y a v a i l a b l e 
resources — I was heart-
broken, but not beaten. I 
started to focus on healthy 
solutions. I fasted, I prayed, I 
fellowshipped with my church 
family and with my friends. I 
focused on study, exercise, 
and being a better me, despite 
my situation.

(3) With God’s help, I turned 
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m y p r o b l e m i n t o a n 
opportunity — I lost weight, 
I grew spiritually, and I grew 
in my appreciation for the 
many loving people that God 
had blessed me with in my 
life!

Oh yes, I most certainly made 
some incredibly big mistakes 
during that time, but God saw me 
through it all! 

The same plan will work for you! 
Stop letting fear rule your life, 
use the resources that are right 
underneath your nose! Paul wrote 
these words to Timothy, his son 
in the faith, “For God has not 
given us a spirit of fear, but of 
power and of love and of a sound 
mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV)

When it comes to the Corona 
Virus, utilize social distancing, 
wash your hands, sanit ize 
whatever needs sanitizing, and 
get tested, if you are developing 
symptoms! Use common sense 
and turn this pandemic into an 
opportunity to draw closer to 
God, closer to your family and 
closer to your friends. Read a 
book —along with your Bible 
maybe pick up a copy of James 
Moore’s book too, write a letter, 
exercise, volunteer at The 
Stewpot, do something positive 
for yourself and for others!

Oh and by the way“Give Up 
Something Bad for Lent” like 
b i t t e r n e s s , a p a t h y , 
discouragement, hypocritical 
judgments, fear, hoarding, and 
selfishness!

Remember that you have been 
blessed to be a blessing. So be 
one!

Pastor Gary

What to Do When You Don’t Know What to Do!
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A Quarantine Meditation
By Kay Brockwell
St. Paul UMC, Jonesboro

When we began Lent on Feb. 26, we were certainly not thinking about giving up this much. Not our jobs, not our 
family gatherings, not our dinners out and movie nights, not our worship services. We were not thinking about 
giving up affectionate hugs from our friends when we met them. Our teens were not thinking about giving up 
senior proms and high school basketball championships. Our sports fans were not thinking about giving up 
March Madness and the first month and a half of major league baseball.

We were not thinking about giving up community. 

What a difference four weeks make! Now we are “hunkered down,” making only necessary trips to the grocery 
and pharmacy and doctor’s office, and being careful to keep the prescribed six feet away from everyone else in 
the store. In the evenings, we rediscover our families, if we are fortunate enough to still share our homes with 
them. Unless we’re a health care worker or a first responder or work in what’s deemed essential retail, we’re 
absent the community of our workplace. Those of us who live alone may go for days without seeing another 
human being.

Our Lent is fashioned after Jesus’ period of fasting in the wilderness, where he was tempted by Satan, and where 
he withstood those temptations. He spent his 40 days in solitude. And here we are, 2000 years later, spending our 
days leading to Easter in solitude as well. Our churches are empty. Our Sunday morning church is conducted by 
Facebook live, YouTube, Zoom meeting or conference call. We, too, are tempted in our solitude; tempted by 
sloth, by depression, by even further withdrawal from the world we can no longer touch. We, and our church, 
will emerge from this period time a changed people, and a changed church; the question is how we will change, 
and how we’ll shape the post-coronavirus church and world.

How do we, then, survive this time in our own little wilderness? While our distractions are lessened, our 
opportunity to seek God grows. Without the tyranny of a schedule and a calendar, we can spend more time in His 
presence. We can take time to sit quietly in his presence, not petitioning, not praising, just aware of his presence 
in us. We can, perhaps, begin a practice of meditation and contemplative prayer.

We can spend more time showing love to those with whom we live, and to others in our community. We can 
craft wonderful meals, build long-awaited projects, play in the back yard; we can take a home-cooked meal to a 
neighbor (leaving it on their porch). We can call a shut-in or someone who lives alone and pick up their groceries 
when we shop. We can mail a card or a small gift. 

We can re-establish our church community through a combination of technology and inventiveness. If most of 
our members are elderly and not online, we can have conference call services. We can offer drive-up 
Communion, complete with masks and surgical gloves and individually packaged elements. We can move a 
pulpit and sound system to the parking lot and hold a drive-in church. We can establish online prayer groups and 
Bible studies.

We can reach out to those we don’t know by providing food for feeding programs, or in neighborhood “free 
pantries,” or to our local food bank. We can continue to provide for the many needs that don’t stop because we 
are quarantined – infant formula, children’s clothing, online one-to-one tutoring for school children, meeting the 
needs of our homeless.

Most of all, we can remember the many times God has promised that he will never forsake his people. 
Quarantine may separate us; let us not allow it to forsake each other.

Kay Brockwell
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Magnolia First United Methodist Church Corona Response
The Magnolia First United Methodist Church Administrative Council unanimously voted this evening 
to discontinue all in-person church services, Bible studies, and meetings until further notice. 

We will continue our Lenten journey but in a most unexpected way:

Services: Our heart’s desire is to continue worship but in an online format so that our family of 
believers can safely worship God!  Youth and Treehouse Kids will be done via YouTube for the 
Treehouse Kids and “Zoom” Conference calls for Youth!

We will provide more information later this week as to how the services will be viewable. We will 
also have our Sunday service videos available via a YouTube link. Our services will be conducted 
with a “skeleton” worship team so that the service will be nearly identical to our regular Sunday 
morning worship experience.  This week —  we will be live-streaming on Facebook live from the 
church webpage!  Channel 13 and our radio braodcast are back in operation!  Praise God!

Giving: God’s tithes, along with our offerings, and gifts can be given via multiple avenues that will be 
announced later this week.  We have mailed our offering envelopes and are currently exploring online 
giving options!

Time Frame: We will reevaluate this temporary change of worship services, Bible studies, and 
meetings at the end of April, 2020.  The safety of our congregation is of the utmost importance; 
therefore, we will only resume regular in-person worship services, Bible studies, and meetings when 
safety permits.

Blessings to our beloved family of faith and our prayers for healing and safety go with you all in these 
challenging times! 

Pastor Gary

A Word from Joe Kaar, Finance Chairman
From your Finance Committee….

For the first three Sundays, our giving for March has been $56,916 and year to date has
been $131,255. Our bills are current and we will finish the month with a positive
balance.

Without having a face-to-face service, we will not have a Sunday offering which is our
main point of giving. While we have reduced our weekly worship and programming due
to the President’s request to help curtail the spread of the Covid-19 virus, our expenses
continue.

Enclosed is an envelope addressed to the church. If you are able, please try to keep
your giving current by mailing the check that you would normally place in the offering
plate.

God is good, all of the time!                       Joe Kaar, Chair
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
March 29, 2020

5th Sunday in Lent 

Lectionary Texts:

Ezekiel 37:1–14;                                                     
Psalm 130 (UMH 848);

Romans 8:6–11;                                                                 
John 11:1–45   

 Liturgical Color: Purple

Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and 
therefore mourning and penitence.  It is the 
liturgical color for the Season of Lent.  It 
is also the color of royalty, so traditionally 
has also been used for Advent and is still 
used in Catholic churches, although Blue 
Violet is also used. However, Blue is 
replacing purple for Advent in many 
Protestant churches.

http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

