
done!” 12 They stood there 
amazed and perplexed. 
“What can this mean?” 
they asked each other. 
13 But others in the crowd 
ridiculed them, saying, 
“They’re just drunk, that’s 
all!” 14 Then Peter stepped 
forward with the eleven 
other apostles and shouted 
to the crowd, “Listen 
carefully, all of you, fellow 
Jews and residents of 
J e r u s a l e m ! M a k e n o 
mistake about this. 15 These 
people are not drunk, as 
some of you are assuming. 
N i n e o ’ c l o c k i n t h e 
morning is much too early 
for that. 16 No, what you 
see was predicted long ago 
by the prophet Joel:”

17 ‘In the last days,’       
God says,

    ‘I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all people.

Your sons and daughters 
will prophesy.

    Your young men will see 
visions,

    and your old men will 
dream dreams.

18 In those days I will pour 
out my Spirit

    even on my servants—
men and women alike—

    and they will prophesy.
19 And I will cause wonders 

in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth 

below—
    blood and fire and 

clouds of smoke.
20 The sun will become 

dark,
    and the moon will turn 

blood red
    before that great and 
glorious day of the Lord 

arrives.
21 But everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord 

will be saved.’

T h e s c e n e f o r t h i s 
morning’s reading is the 
Upper Room. It’s the 
same place Jesus and 
Company had gathered 
every time they had come 
to Jerusalem. It’s the place 
where they ate the Last 
Supper together. It was a 
place of memories, some 
very good and some not 
so good. But now this was 
a p l a c e o f w a i t i n g , 
wondering, and praying. It 
had been some ten (10) 
days since Jesus ascended 
back to heaven. The 
tension that filled that 
room must have been 
p a l p a b l e , a s t h e y 
wondered what would 
become of them and this 
amazing movement that 
Jesus had started. Jesus 
had told them to wait in 
Jerusalem until they were 
given power from on 
high!

In Luke 24:49 Jesus said, 
“Behold , I send the 
Promise of My Father 
upon you; but tarry [wait] 
in the city of Jerusalem 
until you are endued with 
power from on high.”

In Acts 1:8 we read the 
reason for them to wait 
and be empowered by the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus said, 
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Acts 2:1-21 On the day of 
Pentecost all the believers 
were meeting together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly, there was 
a sound from heaven like the 
r o a r i n g o f a m i g h t y 
windstorm, and it filled the 
house where they were 
sitting. 3 Then, what looked 
like flames or tongues of fire 
appeared and settled on 
each of them. 4 And everyone 
present was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began 
speaking in other languages, 
as the Holy Spirit gave them 
this ability. 5 At that time 
there were devout Jews from 
every nat ion l iv ing in 
Jerusalem. 6 When they 
heard the loud no i se , 
everyone came running, and 
they were bewildered to hear 
their own languages being 
spoken by the believers. 
7 They were completely 
amazed. “How can this be?” 
they exclaimed. “These 
people are all from Galilee, 
8 and yet we hear them 
speaking in our own native 
languages! 9 Here we are—
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
people from Mesopotamia, 
Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, 
t h e p r o v i n c e o f A s i a , 
10 Phrygia , Pamphyl ia , 
Egypt, and the areas of 
L ibya around Cyrene , 
visitors from Rome 11 (both 
J e w s a n d c o n v e r t s t o 
Judaism), Cretans, and 
Arabs. And we all hear these 
people speaking in our own 
l a n g u a g e s a b o u t t h e 
wonderful things God has 

Continued on Page 4
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Across 

1. * Playwright of "Peter 
Pan"
7. Haggard novel
10. Item worn by Monica
13. * Play of 1928 by #9D: 
"___ Interlude"
14. Promissory note
15. * Member of the great 
theatrical Lupino family who 
found her fame in the movies
16. Hemp shrub
17. Word before Gratin
18. * Partial title of a play 
that's part of Neil Simon's 
autobiographical trilogy
20. Accordingly: ___ turns 
out
22. Heavyweight champ
24. Ostrich-like bird
25. * George Bernard Shaw 
play of 1923
29. Maple Syrup base
32. Type of program on the 
WWW
34. Forlorn
35. Cdn. City: Sault ___ 
Marie
36. Consumed

37. * Shakespeare wrote it, 
Hamlet said it: "To be, ___ to 
be..."
39. Guido's note
40. Jillian and Landers
41. * Famous play that has 
the characters Estragon and 
Vladimir
45. Never: ___ point in time
46. Table scrap
47. Flynn of Flicks
48. Customary Observance, 
minus the "ual"
49. Compass point
50. Lifesaver, for short
52. Single
53. Lah-di-___
54. * George Bernard Shaw 
play of 1913
57. Record label
59. One Time connecter
60. Accompanying
63. * Ugo Betti play of 1927: 
"The ___"
67. Sodium Symbol
69. British gold medal runner: 
Sebastian ___
70. French coin
71. Once Lifetime connecter
72. * Star of the movie 

version of the musical "My 
Fair Lady" (Which is based 
on the play at #54A)
74. * "A Night at an ___": 
Play of 1916 by Irish 
playwright Edward J.M.D. 
Plunkett (Also known as 
Lord Dunsany)
75. * Stoppard the 
Playwright
76. * Desired military 
command, in Neil Simon's 
"Biloxi Blues", for example

Down 

1. Heat quantity 
measurers, for short
2. * Lorraine Hansberry's 
critically acclaimed play of 
1959
3. Sun God
4. Genetic stuff, for short
5. * Tennessee Williams 
play of 1961: "The Night 
of the ___"
6. Cummings the Poet
7. * Title for the 
Playwrights at #1A and 
#32D
8. Word with Polloi
9. * Mr. O'Neill who wrote 
"Beyond the 
Horizon" (1920)
10. * Play by William 
Shakespeare
11. * Shakespeare 
comedy: "Much ___ About 
Nothing"
12. * George Bernard 
Shaw play of 1894: "Arms 
and the ___"
13. Health resort
18. Trinket, minus the 
"ou"
19. Metric unit of length, 
for short
21. "Thanks" to a Brit
23. Company abbr.
26. Heard in Music Class: 
"Miss, ___ the seventh 
tone of the diatonic 
scale?"
27. Norwegian capital
28. Essential oil (var. sp.)
30. Heard in the Theater 

District: "I think we 
should go to the show 
___ this time because 
the tickets are usually 
less expensive."
31. * Francis Beaumont 
play of 1607: "The 
Knight of the Burning 
___"
32. * Playwright who 
wrote "Private 
Lives" (1930)
33. Certain payment, 
with "Ex"
38. Prefix that means 
"Ear"
39. Newt
40. Heard in 
Kindergarten: "Class, 
what is the first letter of 
the Alphabet --___ B?"
42. Snoopy
43. Mr. Louganis
44. Old Spice?
49. * Play of 1941 
written by #32D, with 
"Blithe"
50. * Animal that is 
part of the title of a 
Tennessee Williams play
51. * Gore Vidal play: 
"Visit to a Small ___"
55. Partners for Pas
56. "That hurt!"
58. Abbreviation with 
Everest
61. Ripped
62. Biddy in the 
Barnyard
63. Electronics acronym
64. Charged particle
65. Co-producer of the 
U2 album "All That You 
Can't Leave Behind"
66. * Shepard the 
Playwright
68. Primate mimer
72. It goes with 
"Gotcha!"
73. "Summer of '69" 
singer (Initials)
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June 2020 News and  Announcements 
Well, the month of May 
and is but a memory at this 
point in time.  Our 
worship team has been 
doing an outstanding job 
at making sure that our 
worship services have 
been a blessing to our 
congregtion and extended 
congragtion throughout 
the world! More on that 

later! This coming week, we have a wonderful 
opportunity to take one of the blessings we have so 
that we can be a blessing to others! LifeShares 
Blood Drive will be here June 5, 2020 from 10:00 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. They will also be testing all 
blood donors for the COVID-19 antigen!

Know that our prayers are going up for you all and 
we look forward with great anticipation to see how 
God will bring us through this challenging time!  

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Volume 2 Issue 21

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Plays!”
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“Empowerment From On High”
“But you shall receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.”

And sure enough, what came next 
was the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit! In the midst of another 
morning that promised to be nothing 
more than a hot and humid day of 
waiting, the Holy Spirit arrived with 
a sound like that of a mighty, 
rushing wind. The Holy Spirit lifted 
them out of their worries and 
waiting and gave them direction, 
purpose, and power into their lives 
for the ministry that Jesus gave to 
all believers. 

They went from a frightened band 
of disciples to bold men and women 
of God who turned the world and 
history upside down with the Gospel 
of Christ! They were baptized with 
boldness and went out proclaiming 
the Gospel at the risk of life and 
limb! And the rest, as they say, is 
history! 

We know what the early church did 
and we know what the church has 
done throughout the centuries by the 
Holy Spirit’s empowerment, but we 
need to ask, “Is that same power 
available to us today or was it just 
for the early church?”The answer, 
of course, is yes, that power is still 
available, but we need to avail 
ourselves of that power so that we 
can do our best work for the 
kingdom! 

Let me share with you you an 
e x t r e m e e x a m p l e o f w h a t 
empowered boldness looks like in 
today’s time: At the end of the 
“ A w a k e n T o L e a d e r s h i p 
conference” in 2017, pastor Wayne 
Cordeiro related this story about 
teaching in an underground church 

in China.

He ended his message at the 
conference by saying, “Let me finish 
with this story. We go to China from 
time to time and we train leaders. On 
one particular occasion, we brought 
up 22 leaders from the Hunan 
Province. They rode 13 hours on a 
train to get to our hotel. They had to 
come up two by two in the elevators 
as so as to not draw any attention to 
themselves. They made it up and into 
a very small hotel room. It was only 
about 700 square feet in the living 
room area. There was no air 
conditioning and those 22 people sat 
on the hardwood floor. Cordeiro 
continued on to say, when you teach 
in China you start at 8 in the morning 
and you don't get done till five at 
night. You teach the whole day. 
They were sitting there, all 22 of 
them, on the floor. Cordeiro asked 
the group, “Now if we get caught 
what will happen to me?” They said, 
“Oh, you'll get deported in 24 hours 
and we'll go to prison for three 
years.” I said you're kidding, right? 
“How many of you have been in 
prison for your faith?” Out of 22 
people, 18 of them raised their 
hands. I thought, “No way!” I looked 
at them and said, you 22 people. 
“ H o w m a n y p e o p l e d o y o u 
oversee?” 

Because they were all small group 
leaders, underground church leaders 
in the Hunan province. I said, “If you 
counted up all the people under your 
jurisdiction, how many would it be?” 
They said a little over 20 million. 
Cordeiro said, “What?” See, we 
forget there's 1.3 billion people in 
China. Well, Cordeiro only had 15 
Bibles and he passed them out. 
Obviously seven [of them] didn’t get 
one [a Bible] and Cordeiro said to 
the group, “Let’s turn to second 
Peter chapter one and we're gonna 
read it.” Just then, he said, one lady 

handed her Bible to somebody 
next to her. Cordeiro thought. 
“Hmm, interesting!” Well, they 
turned there anyway and as they 
started reading it, Cordeiro 
understood why she gave it away. 
She had memorized the whole 
thing. She just recited the whole 
chapter. When it was done, 
Cordeiro went over to her at a 
break and said, “You recited the 
whole chapter.” She said, “Oh 
yes , I ' v e memor i zed many 
chapters.” Cordeiro asked her, 
“Where did you memorize these 
chapters?” She said in prison. She 
added, “You have much time in 
prison!” Cordeiro asked, but don't 
they confiscate your Bible? She 
said, “Yes, so people bring in 
scriptures written on pieces of 
paper and give [them] to me.” So 
Cordeiro said, “But then if they 
find that piece of paper on you 
won’t they confiscate it?” She 
said, “Oh yes, that's why you 
memorize it as fast as you can, 
because even though they can take 
the paper away, they can't take 
[away] what's hidden in your 
heart!” 

Wow, well after three days he fell 
in love with the believers in China 
and when it was done Cordeiro 
asked, “You guys have been just 
so wonderful, how can I pray for 
you?” One guy said, “You guys 
can gather like this whenever you 
want to in America. We can’t. 
Could you pray that one day we'll 
be just like you?”  Cordeiro said, 
“I looked at him and said, 'I will 
not do that!’” 
Big incredulous eyes looked at me 
and they asked, “Why?"

Cordeiro answered and said: 
(1) Because, you guys rode a 

train for 13 hours to get here. 
In my country, if people have 
to drive more than an hour — 
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they won’t come!

(2) Because, you [all] sat on a wooden floor for three days. In my country, if people have to sit more than 40 
minutes —  they might leave!

(3)   Because, you sat not only here for three days on a hard wooden floor, but you did it without air conditioning. 
In my country, if it's not padded pews and air conditioning, people don't often come back.

(4)  Because, in my country, we have an average of two Bibles per family and most people don't read any of 
them. You hardly have any Bibles and you memorize them from pieces of paper.

Cordero said, “Therefore, I will not pray that you become like us, but I will pray that we become just like you!”

So, what can the empowerment of the Holy Spirit do? It can give people such boldness and love that they can 
accomplish everything that God has called them to do. No, you won’t be able to leap tall buildings in a single 
bound, solve complicated calculus problems with ease, or even add one inch to your height, but you can be a 
witness for Christ who sheds forth His light and love to those that you meet each day!

So, how can we do this?  We can do this by being:

1.) Passionate and Consistent in Prayer — prayer is a natural action, but it is also is a gift of the Holy Spirit. 
I’m pretty sure that during their 10-days in the Upper Room those gathered together knew they needed to be in an 
attitude of daily, if not hourly prayer.  But how about us? Some of us appreciate this gift while others relegate it 
just to meals and a quick, “Now I lay me down to sleep…” moment before drifting into slumberland. For others, 
it is a lifeline to God for love, comfort in times of need, and the power needed for our daily lives and ministry. 
Where do we start?  Most obviously we pray daily as you normally do and pray in our times of need, but when 
the Spirit moves us to pray for ourselves and others it needs to begin at the very moment when the Spirit speaks 
softly to our hearts or when a need arises. I used to say, I will remember you in my prayers.  I now say, “Let’s 
pray right now!” 

2.) Living into God’s Word — A healthy Christian Community is one that reads the Bible and strives to know 
more about it. Over the past years, you have probably had numerous opportunities to gather together at various 
times for fellowship and Bible study. Our most recent study is a wonderful journey through Luke's Gospel that 
we might have to restart through Zoom meetings. With COVID-19 lasting longer than anyone had expected, a 
question arises, “What can we do until we can meet again?” If you want to know Scripture, the best way is to… 
study it with others or just simply read it on your own! You can even complement your reading with some 
excellent commentaries to help in those difficult spots in Scripture. Reading the Upper Room is also an excellent 
resource for a daily devotional.

3.) Having a clear sense of our participation in God’s mission — The mission statement of the Arkansas 
United Methodist Church is to create vital congregations who make disciples of Jesus Christ, who make disciples 
of Jesus Christ equipped and sent to transform lives, communities, and the world. Where do you fit in that mission 
statement? You might know instantly, but you might wonder where you fit. How do you participate? It doesn’t 
matter if you are 8 or 108, you are included in these words. You can participate by your prayers, your presence, 
your gifts, your talents, and your service. 

The Holy Spirit might not give you the ability to speak in foreign tongues, but the Holy Spirit will empower you 
to speak the language of God’s love for all and to be witnesses for Christ Jesus! What you do with that gift is up 
to you! This morning, I pray for Magnolia First United Methodist Church, our sister churches through out 
Columbia County, and churches beyond. I also pray that the Holy Spirit would get our attention this morning. 
That we would become like the disciples and maybe a great deal more like our brothers and sisters in China and 
continue being the bold, loving church that Christ has called us to be and are!

Will you let that gift and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit lie dormant or will you be an agent of 
transformation in the world? That’s a question only you can answer. I pray that you let the Holy Spirit have sway 
over your life! Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                Pastor Gary

“Empowerment From On High”
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What is our end goal as United Methodists? Is it just heaven?

May 29, 2020

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Arkansas Conference:

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

I give thanks to God for all the ways laity and clergy have continued to proclaim the Gospel, reach out to 
those in your congregation who are isolated, feed hungry people and help those who are struggling because 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Like you, I have noticed that Covid-19 has become a political issue in recent days. This saddens me greatly. 
Now is not the time for people of faith to argue about political perspectives. It is the time for us to focus on 
keeping people safe. Yet doing so is no simple task. On the one hand, the virus still has the capability of 
surging and killing thousands more. On the other hand, more than 40 million people have lost jobs and are 
rightly deeply concerned about the welfare of their families. Those of us who love Jesus have a wonderful 
opportunity to work together to responsibly address both of these tragedies.

Here is my latest guidance concerning the safe reopening of your church. 
1. Governor Hutchinson has indicated he is delaying the start of Phase 2 reopening because we have 

reached a second peak in the number of Covid-19 cases that can still go even higher. I agree with the 
Governor’s action. Therefore, I highly recommend delaying the beginning of ARUMC Stage 2 - 
which allows 50 or fewer people to gather utilizing the Governor’s May 4 safety guidance for places 
of worship - from the middle of June until at least June 28. I will keep you updated in the coming 
weeks. 

2. It is imperative that you treat Governor Hutchinson’s May 4 Guidance as a directive that must be 
followed, regardless of when your church initiates any in-person gatherings of any size. This is non-
negotiable - for me and for the State of Arkansas - because unsafe in-person gatherings literally put 
people’s lives at risk.  

3. Your church must involve your Board of Trustees in any decisions about reopening any in-person 
gatherings. Additionally, you must inform your District Superintendent about your plans for safely 
reopening prior to publicizing any in-person gatherings.

We will be dealing with the impact of Covid-19 for a long time. I know you are weary and, at times, 
overwhelmed. Take good care of yourself. Do no harm. Treat each other with extravagant grace. And pray. 
Together, we will get through this. 

Grace and peace,
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An Important Note From the Arkansas Conference



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
June 7, 2020

Trinity Sunday                      

Lectionary Texts:

Genesis 1:1–2:4a;                                   
Psalm 8 (UMH 743);

2 Corinthians 13:11–13;                                
Matthew 28:16–20 

 Liturgical Color: White

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and 
virtue, as well as respect and reverence. 
White is used for all high Holy Days and 
festival days of the Church Year, 
especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the 
ordination of ministers. In some church 
traditions it is also used for funerals as a 
symbol of the resurrection. 

Inportant Information!

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html

