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Since it’s Father’s Day 
today, we’ll depart from the 
c u s t o m a r y l e c t i o n a r y 
passage for this morning 
and look at one of a trio of 
parables found in Luke 
chapter 15. 

As this passage begins, we 
see Jesus being questioned 
by the Pharisees as 
to why He was 
eating with tax 
collectors and other 
notorious sinners, 
and Jesus answers 
them with a trio of 
parables. Luke 15 
c o n t a i n s t h r e e 
parables that teach 
us something about 
G o d ' s a m a z i n g 
grace, mercy, and 
forgiveness.  

The first parable is 
The Parable of the 
Lost Sheep, the 
s e c o n d i s T h e 
Parable of the Lost 
Coin, and the final 
one, which we will focus 
our attention, is The Parable 
of the Lost Son (also known 
as The Parable of the 
Prodigal Son). Three things 
that were lost and three 
things that were found! 

In the event you did not 
know, prodigal simply 
means "wasteful."

Luke 15:1-2; 11b-39 Tax 
c o l l e c t o r s a n d o t h e r 

notorious sinners often 
came to listen to Jesus 
teach. 2 This made the 
Pharisees and teachers of 
religious law complain that 
he was associating with 
such sinful people—even 
eating with them!

11b Jesus told them this 

story: “A man had two sons. 
12 The younger son told his 
father, ‘I want my share of 
your estate now before you 
die.’ So his father agreed to 
divide his wealth between 
his sons. 13 “A few days 
later this younger son 
packed all his belongings 
and moved to a distant land, 
and there he wasted all his 
money in wi ld l iv ing . 
14 About the time his money 
ran out, a great famine 

swept over the land, and 
he began to starve. 15 He 
persuaded a local farmer 
to hire him, and the man 
sent him into his fields to 
feed the pigs. 16 The 
young man became so 
hungry that even the pods 
he was feeding the pigs 
looked good to him. But 

n o o n e 
gave h im 
any th ing . 
1 7  “ W h e n 
he finally 
came to his 
senses, he 
s a i d t o 
himself, ‘At 
home even 
the hired 
s e r v a n t s 
have food 
enough to 
spare, and 
here I am 
d y i n g o f 
hunger! 18 I 
w i l l g o 
home to my 

father and say, “Father, I 
have sinned against both 
heaven and you, 19 and I 
am no longer worthy of 
being called your son. 
Please take me on as a 
hired servant.”’20 “So he 
returned home to his 
father. And while he was 
still a long way off, his 
father saw him coming. 
Filled with love and 
compassion, he ran to his 
son, embraced him, and 



“Sizzlin’ Summer” —- Crossword Puzzle
2 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 2 Issue 25

Across 
1. * The longest day of 
Summer
9. * Summertime Sound!
15. * Spell that's hot in 
Summer
16. Short Sleep
17. Scandinavian rug
18. ___ Lanka
20. * Summer Spot: Shore of 
the Sea
22. Mr. Stravinsky
25. ___ the Terrible
27. Have
29. Subdue
31. Word with Ad
33. Plural of I
35. Letters seen on certain 
brands of home appliances
36. Suva is the capital here
37. * Summer resort ocean
39. * Summertime Structures
42. Inclined
43. * Summertime drink: Iced 
___

44. Florentine painter Angelico
45. U2 Tune
46. Definite article
47. * Composer of many 
popular smash songs with 
Summery themes
52. * Something sizzling on a 
Summertime barbecue
54. Fare-___-Well
55. "End" Ending
56. Television hospital drama
57. Prof's helpers
58. Male Monarch
59. Canadian rock gr. which 
had this hit: "You Ain't Seen 
Nothing Yet"
60. Food
62. Straighten out
64. "Vega$" (TV) name
68. Zippo
70. Abbreviated word seen on a 
Memo
72. * Rode the waves of 
Summer
74. * Name associated with 
"Summertime"

78. Consequence indicator
79. * Protective lotion in 
Summer
Down 
1. "Hush!"
2. Poetic contraction
3. Professional wrestler 
The Rock is known for this: 
"____ the Smack Down"
4. Bachelor party
5. He (Initials) wrote "A 
Streetcar Named 
Desire" (1947)
6. State, for short, for Des 
Moines
7. Little résumés
8. Spooky
9. Letters on Skipper's boat
10. * Outdoor events in 
Summer
11. * Summertime Sign
12. Gray the Botanist
13. Little roads
14. * Head covering in 
Summer
19. III + I = ___
21. Tree Trunk Tidbits
23. Relating to the ear
24. Prince in India (var. 
sp.)
26. Winglike parts
28. * Outdoor Summer 
activities may be cancelled 
if it's bad
30. Something of the wrong 
size
32. Prefix to "Weekly"
33. * Summery Smash by 
The Surfaris
34. Shock treatment, for 
short
36. U.S. health 
organization
37. * Gardeners place them 
in their gardens in Summer
38. Devotees

40. Require
41. Simple Singsong: 
___-la-la
45. Bullring cheer
46. Three: Italian
47. * Pebbly Places 
when Summer Sizzles
48. * Summer camp skin 
eruption
49. Questionable word
50. Yesterday: Italian
51. Big City Light
53. Abbreviated word in 
front of Everest
58. Baby Branches
59. Six divided ___ 
equals three
61. Light switch choice
63. He wrote "Charlie 
and the Chocolate 
Factory" (1964): Roald 
___ (b.1916 - d.1990)
64. Bob Hope did variety 
shows for this assoc.
65. Robot play
66. Wrath
67. The Argonauts and 
The Roughriders are 
teams in this org.
69. Monetary unit in 
Romania
71. ___-tac-toe
73. Cul-___-Sac
75. Dr.'s assistant
76. Atomic #51
77. She (Initials) starred 
in "Eyes Wide 
Shut" (1999)
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June 2020 News and  Announcements 
Well, the month of May 
and is but a memory at this 
point in time. Our worship 
team has been doing an 
outstanding job at making 
sure that our worship 
services have been a 
b l e s s i n g t o o u r 
congregtion and extended 
congragtion throughout 
the world! More on that 

later! This coming week, we have a wonderful 
opportunity to take one of the blessings we have so 
that we can be a blessing to others! LifeShares 
Blood Drive will be here June 5, 2020 from 10:00 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. They will also be testing all 
blood donors for the COVID-19 antigen!

 “The Heart of Who I Am”

“I’ve been thinking about 
what it means to be a 
Christian in this season of 
Covid-19 and a time of 
great change in our world. 
On the one hand, it’s true 
I’m responsible for how I 
live my life and what I do 
everyday, even if I do that 

in the midst of pain that’s been inflicted upon me or 
a debilitating chronic illness or a random event that 
has completely turned my life upside down. But I 
am not a solitary Christian. I am joined with billions 
of other Christians - past, present and future - as part 
of the Body of Christ that embodies Christ in the 
world. I am connected with other Christians who 
help mold and shape me as a disciple. And I am 
bound to my brothers and sisters in telling others 
that Jesus wants to be in relationship with them, 
engaging in acts of mercy with those who are 
hurting and seeking to make God’s justice a reality. 
That’s a lot more than just being a member of a 
church, a pastor or even a bishop. It’s the heart of 
who I am.”                            Bishop Gary Mueller

Volume 2 Issue 25

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Sizzlin’ Summer!”



4 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger

“The Lost Son and the Forgiving Father!”
Volume 2 Issue 25

Continued on Page 5

kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer 
worthy of being called your son.’ 22 “But his father said 
to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the 
house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and 
sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we have been 
fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son 
of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was 
lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began. 
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. 
When he returned home, he heard music and dancing in 
the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what was 
going on. 27 ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and 
your father has killed the fattened calf. We are 
celebrating because of his safe return.’28 “The older 
brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came 
out and begged him, 29 but he replied, ‘All these years 
I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a 
single thing you told me to. And in all that time you 
never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my 
friends. 30 Yet when this son of yours comes back after 
squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate 
by killing the fattened calf!’

31 “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have 
always stayed by me, and everything I have is yours. 
32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother 
was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but 
now he is found!’”

Now, let’s think it through together:

As a reminder, each of these parables takes a different 
approach to dealing with the state of those folks who 
are "lost" and need to come to God. Though this is an 
essential point of the parables, the most crucial aspect 
for us to learn is the grace, mercy, and forgiveness of 
God.

Luke 15:11 The canvas for this final, of a trio of 
parables, is finished with the artful brushstrokes of 
Jesus, "...a certain man had two sons." 

• The man represents God the Father…

• Home can represent both our ultimate destination 
(Heaven) and our current relationship with the 
Father.

• The Sons can represent two types or two attitudes 

of people.

Luke 15:12-13 I can picture this as the very nice 
home of a wealthy person. It was a home that lacked 
nothing. a home whose family is wealthy enough to 
have servants rather than be servants themselves! It 
was a home where the sons were in daily 
communion with their father. But amidst all of Jesus' 
joyful and colorful brushstrokes, a splash of 
darkness is added...the younger son wants to leave 
this lovely setting. Perhaps he is unhappy with living 
by the father's rules, or maybe he has a burning 
desire to see and experience all that the world has to 
offer. For whatever reason, he asks his father for his 
inheritance. Though this usually would be 
interpreted as a great insult to the father, the father 
goes ahead and lovingly gives him his share of his 
inheritance. After this, the younger son proceeds to 
waste his portion on "riotous living."  

I'll let you fill in the details as to exactly what might 
constitute riotous living, but it probably isn’t very 
good!   

Some important points need to be mentioned here 
as a reminder…

Before his departure:

• The Son was in daily communion with the 
Father.

• The Son was greatly loved by the Father.

• If someone were to try to snatch the Son from 
the Father’s embrace, he would have mustered a 
small army to stop that from happening. 
Remember Abraham’s response to his cousin 
Lot’s capture, as recorded in Genesis 14. He 
gathered together his 318 servants and rescued 
Lot.

• The Son voluntarily chose to leave the Father.

15:14-16 The Prodigal Son hits rock bottom as he 
discovers the high cost of low living!  One minute 
he's living high on the hog, and the next minute he's 
sunk to the pits of living and wishing that he could 
eat with the pigs!  By the way, this was about as low 
as any Israelite could ever dream of sinking...to be in 
contact with an unclean animal like those pigs was 
enough to make any Israelite who was listening 
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“The Lost Son and the Forgiving Father!”

cringe at the thought. The Prodigal Son went from 
riches to rags!  He was brought down to envying hog 
leftovers!  

The Prodigal Son was tired, lonely, and isolated…away 
from family and friends. 

The enemy of our souls has a strategy of dividing and 
conquering! The only reason that he comes is to cause 
ruin and desolation in our lives. What better way to get 
us off and into a “far country” in some sin and away 
from our support and make us feel that we can’t even go 
back home!  What a liar that Satan is!

Quick question — Did the Father override the son’s will 
and make him come home?  No, but the father’s eyes 
and heart were looking forward to his son’s return.  

15:17 Keypoint – Verse 17 says, “…when he came to 
himself." It's funny how sin can cloud your thinking! 
The Prodigal Son had to hit rock bottom before he was 
able to come to his senses and repent.  He remembered 
how good it was to be in his Father’s house…by the 
way, you can’t remember if you’ve never been there! 
This is the first step in returning to God. It is the 
realization that without Him, we are spiritually 
bankrupt. In Matthew 5:3 we read,  “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  Do 
you remember those words of Jesus?  I suspect that you 
do. I have no doubt that this Prodigal son has become 
very poor in spirit!

Luke 15:18-20 A definite decision is made to return to 
the Father. This was followed up with an actual “change 
of direction” towards the Father. From a distance, the 
Father sees the Son coming home. The Father doesn’t 
scold him, but instead runs to greet the Son! Some folks 
think of God as one who is continually scanning this 
world and our lives to see our every sin so that he can 
swat us down like pesky flies. God’s eyes are always 
watching for all of His prodigals (and other wayward 
souls) to come to Him. You are the apple of God’s eye, 
and he loves you and longs for your homecoming.

15:21-24 The Son confesses to His Father, but the 
Father almost seems to cut him off and orders His 
servants to celebrate by killing a fatted calf for a party.  
He then has a clean robe brought for the Son to put on. 
This symbolizes being clothed with Christ and washed 
anew! The ring placed on the Son’s hand symbolizes his 
return to full status as a son. It is here where we come 
across the following exclamation by the Father, Luke 

15:24 “for this son of mine was dead and has now 
returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ 
So the party began.” 15:25-31 Space does not 
permit a long look at this section, but suffice it to 
say that this “elder” son also had some personal 
issues. Perhaps we have never walked away from 
our relationship with God to live “riotously” in the 
world, but we may have had a similar attitude to one 
who did and then came home. We need to be ever 
watchful against this kind of ungodly attitude also. 

Luke 15:32 Once again, we read about the former 
and latter status of the Prodigal Son, “We had to 
celebrate this happy day. For your brother was 
dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but 
now he is found!”

What a beautiful story about repentance and God’s 
grace, love, and mercy!

Let me share a very personal and heartfelt story…

One of my questions for the Board of Ordained 
Ministry was, “How has the practice of ministry 
affected my experience and understanding of God?”

My experience of God is like a loving parent who 
guides me, corrects me, but most importantly loves 
me with a kind of love beyond anything I have ever 
experienced in this world. Perhaps this is so 
meaningful for me since I lost my dad many years 
before he died. 

During the earliest years of my recollection, it had 
always been just my mom and me. My mom was 
very private, so I don’t know exactly when she and 
my dad divorced, but I know that it was a result of 
my dad’s drinking problem. The last time I 
remember seeing my dad was when I was around 5 
or 6 years old when he picked me up for our last 
visit together in Asbury Park, New Jersey.  At that 
young age, I remember very little of our time 
together, but I do remember that it was our last time, 
the vague recollections of that visit have stayed with 
me. After that visit, I did not know where he moved 
to and never saw him again. The next time I heard 
about my dad was when I was serving in the US 
Army at Fort Ord, California. It was around 1977, 
and I picked up the phone one day, and it was my 
mom telling me that she had just gotten word from 
my dad’s girlfriend, Irene.  She told me that my dad 
had just died from a heart attack at the age of 53. 
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As I reflect on my dad’s death, I drew comfort from my heavenly Father and the words of Scripture. In 
Hebrews 13:5, the Apostle Paul paraphrased a quote from the Book of Deuteronomy when he wrote, 
“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” This verse, coupled with 1 John 4:8 concerning 
God's love attribute, still gives me great comfort.  I see the fruits of such a love in the faces of those I 
have the privilege of ministering to on a daily basis. Those who feel abandoned will know they are 
loved by the time our visit has concluded. Those who feel hopeless, know they not only have a friend in 
Jesus but a pastor and church that loves them dearly, despite their current circumstances.

Perhaps you have viewed God through the lens of a stern and unloving father, or that of a being that 
cannot forgive you for your many flaws and faults. I’m not sure how you envision God, but in my 
experience of God, I envision my Heavenly Father as being full of grace, mercy, and love.

What I lost over the years was unforgiveness and disappointment. But thankfully, I also lost my fear of 
sharing the Gospel, rejection, and being cast away as feeling unloved by my dad and God.

What I found was forgiveness as a way of life. I later found a right relationship with God, the one who 
will never leave me nor forsake me. I found a profoundly personal reason to share the Gospel along 
with the biblical mandate. The one who loved me first, even through my times of rebellion and sin. The 
one who never gave up on me but desired me, like the Lost Son, to come home!

As always, Jesus shows us the things worth finding. And what we should be willing to lose. Perhaps 
you too need this kind of reassurance. You can have such assurance by placing your trust and 
confidence in Christ Jesus for salvation.  He will give you life and life more abundant in this world and 
a future home in glory!

Remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

just died from a heart attack at the age of 53. I almost didn’t want to call since I felt my dad had 
abandoned me so many years ago. I could have chosen to not call her and held on to my 
disappointment, but I decided to call my dad’s girlfriend. 

Irene told me how much my dad wanted to call me, but he was afraid I would reject him for leaving me 
without saying goodbye so many years ago. With tears in my eyes, I told her that I would have never 
rejected him, and I would have loved to have seen him. As sad as that was, I came to an even more 
disturbing realization. That realization was that I had moved all the way from the East Coast to the 
West Coast and, unknowingly, wound up living within 50-miles of my dad. I could have been there 
with him for the last years of his life. I did all that I could. I met his girlfriend, attended his funeral, and 
sadly returned to my apartment in Marina, California, with many thoughts and emotions filling my 
saddened heart.
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Updated COVID-19 Guidance from Bishop Mueller
June 22, 2020 Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

I am grateful to God for your faithfulness, creativity and concern for others during the current COVID-19 pandemic 
that continues in Arkansas. You have offered a powerful witness to God’s love as you have adapted ministry to the 
new and uncharted landscape of the coronavirus. However, we still have a long road to travel in the months ahead. 
Cases are increasing, the number of people hospitalized is steadily climbing, more people are on ventilators than 
ever before and the number of deaths is higher than at any time during the outbreak. 

The fact of the matter is that we are still in a crisis, and Governor Asa Hutchinson has extended the State of 
Emergency. As your Church Relaunch Team plans for a safe reopening, it is important to keep in mind the risks that 
church gatherings pose. Dr. Nate Smith, Secretary of Health for Arkansas, stated on Friday, June 19 that churches 
need to be especially diligent in protecting those who come because of the threats involved. 

I continue to be very concerned about the safety of those gathering in our churches for worship, study, discipleship 
formation and fellowship. In fact, it is highly likely that at least one person in any gathering has an active case of 
coronavirus and is capable of infecting others even if he or she is asymptomatic. This is why I continue to move 
much more slowly than other church leaders in re-opening our churches. If I were a pastor of a church right now, I 
would be doing everything possible to convince my lay leadership to wait until at least later this summer before 
resuming in-person church activities involving more than 10 persons. 

What follows is highlights of my latest guidance based on input from medical professionals, public officials, 
conversations and prayer. Complete and up-to-date guidance can be found at https://arumc.org/covid19/ . I hope and 
pray that you will see its wisdom and abide by it so that we keep as many people as possible as safe as possible. 

1. All churches must treat Governor Asa Hutchinson’s guidance for religious-based organizations issued May 4, 
2020 as a directive. 

2. All relaunch plans must be shared with your District Superintendent prior to being publicized. All relaunch 
plans must be approved by a congregation’s Board of Trustees before being implemented. 

3. Revised ARUMC Stage 2 will begin June 28, 2020. 

a. Masks must be worn indoors at all times. Post signs indicating that anyone who refuses 
to wear a mask will not be allowed to join in-person gatherings. Have a plan approved by the Board 
of Trustees for the actions that will be taken if an attendee refuses to wear a mask. 

b. Safe social distance seating of up to 50 persons is allowed for any indoor or outdoor in-person 
gathering. 

i. This maximum number of 50 is based on a request from the State of Arkansas in order to 
conduct tracing if someone with COVID-19 has been present at an in-person event. 

ii. Safe social distance seating can be calculated by taking the square footage of available 
seating space in a room (not total square footage in a room) and dividing it by 36 (which is 
the ‘safety bubble’ of six-by-six feet). If your sanctuary can accommodate safe social 
distance seating for 30 people, this is the maximum number of people who can gather in-
person. If your sanctuary can accommodate safe social distance seating for 200 people, 50 
is the maximum number of people who can gather in-person. No church, regardless of 
safe social distancing size, may have more than 50 people at an indoor or outdoor 
event during revised ARUMC Stage 2. 
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
June 28, 2020

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:

Genesis 22:1-14;                                   
Psalm 13 (UMH 746);

Romans 6:12-23;                              
Matthew 10:40-42 

 Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Updated COVID-19 Guidance from Bishop Mueller
a. Youth ages 12-18 can meet using the revised ARUMC Stage 2 Guidelines . 

b. No children’s activities or childcare shall be offered. Children may join their parents for 
other church gatherings. 

c. All church meetings must meet all ARUMC Stage 2 Guidelines 

d. Worship 

i. Worship, Bible studies and formation groups should continue to be livestreamed. 

ii. Worship services should be no longer than 30-35 minutes since contracting 
COVID-19 involves both distance from infected persons and duration of exposure. 

iii. All worship leaders and musicians may take off their masks while leading worship. 
All worship leaders must remain 12 feet apart. 

iv. There will be no congregational singing. 

v. Individually wrapped elements should be used for the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

vi. All weddings and funerals must meet all ARUMC Stage 2 Guidelines. 

Please contact your District Superintendent if you have any questions. 

I continue to pray for you, your staff, your congregation and those in your mission field as you make disciples of Jesus Christ, who 
make disciples, equipped and sent to transform lives, communities and the world. Bishop Gary Mueller

http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

