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Romans 5:1-8  Therefore, 
since we have been made 
right in God’s sight by 
faith, we have peace with 
God because of what Jesus 
Christ our Lord has done 
for us. 2 Because of our 
faith, Christ has brought us 
i n t o t h i s p l a c e o f 
undeserved privilege where 
we now stand, and we 
confidently and joyfully 
look forward to sharing 
God’s glory. 3 We can 
rejoice, too, when we run 
into problems and trials, 
for we know that they help 
us develop endurance. 
4 And endurance develops 
strength of character, and 
character strengthens our 
confident hope of salvation. 
5 And this hope will not 
lead to disappointment. For 
we know how dearly God 
loves us, because he has 
given us the Holy Spirit to 
fill our hearts with his love. 
6 When we were utterly 
helpless, Christ came at 
just the right time and died 
for us sinners. 7 Now, most 
people would not be willing 
to die for an upright person, 
though someone might 
perhaps be willing to die 
f o r a p e r s o n w h o i s 
especially good. 8 But God 
showed his great love for us 
by sending Christ to die for 
us while we were still 
sinners.

I was recently reminded of 
the thrill that Melissa and I 

had a few years back as we 
sorted through a veritable 
sea of cardboard boxes we 
had stored in the front room 
of the parsonage.  

During our adventure on the 
“High Seas” of junk, we 
discovered an old relic that 
brought us both back to 
January of 2006. This 
memory was during our 
pastorate at the Junction 
City First United Methodist 
Church.  

Step back in time with me 
for this stroll down memory 
lane...

Some long forgotten day in 
December of 2005, a few of 
the braver members of the 
Junction City First United 
Methodist Church had 
decided to do a church-wide 
cleanup project for the 
coming New Year. Their 
plan was to remove the 
cobwebs, wherever they 

might be found, and 
empty out the storage 
a r e a s o f t h e m a n y 
unneeded items that had 
been resting there for 
untold years. 

In God ’s grace and 
mercy, I was in Jackson, 
Mississippi at Millsaps 
College for a ministry 
class that very same 
weekend! Yes, I was 
heart-broken that I could 
not participate in the 
clean-up project!

When I returned home 
from my trip, there was a 
medium-sized mountain 
of black plastic garbage 
bags majestically resting 
b e s i d e o u r t i n y 
fellowship hall.  

Using my keen senses, I 
w a s e a s i l y a b l e t o 
discern that there were 
more garbage bags than 
our rolling garbage bin 
could ever hope to 
accommodate...even on 
multiple trips, let alone 
on one trek! So I loaded 
what would fit in the  
nearly filled garbage bin 
and wheeled the heavy 
bin to the curb and left 
the remainder of the bags 
for another day. Sure, I 
could have lugged them 
individually to the curb 
that day, but my fears 
got the best of me...even 
though these bags were 
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Across 
1. * Television show about a 
family thrown back in time to 
the time of the dinosaurs: "___ 
of the Lost" (1974 - 1977)
5. * Legend has it that some 
people have disappeared from 
the face of the Earth --
apparently after mysterious 
abductions by them, for short
9. Valley
13. Yummy beverage
14. Ms. Campbell
15. Like some faces: ___-
shaped
16. Bug
17. * Type of aircraft #3D and 
Amelia Earhart were in together 
on that fateful last flight: ___-
engine Lockheed Electra
18. Prima Donna
19. * LOST! = Never to be ___ 
or heard from again
20. Capital of Vietnam, without 
the "Han"
21. * He sang about the 
legendary continent of #40D

23. * Where ships and planes are 
said to mysteriously vanish: The 
Bermuda ___
26. Mr. Lowe
27. Noisy Clamor, flipped 
around?
28. * Movie of 1982 starring Jack 
Lemmon and Sissy Spacek
32. Hereditary tribal ruler
35. Bargains
37. Fish eggs
39. * They are sometimes found 
during excavations of ancient lost 
cities
41. * Indiana Jones searched for 
the Ark of the Covenant in this 
blockbuster of 1981: "___ of the 
Lost Ark"
44. Someone from England, for 
short
45. Don't order out
47. Don't be truthful
48. * He was able to see the Holy 
Grail
51. They're made in football, for 
short
53. Mr. O'
54. * He parachuted with a loot of 

money from the Boeing 727 
he skyjacked in '71 --and 
vanished forever
59. * Island on the coast of 
North Carolina where the 
Lost Colony was situated
63. "I see."
64. Type of Tie
65. Dismounted
66. Ms. Moran
68. Ms. Moore, and others
69. Small
70. Brown follower
71. * Mr. Hoffa, the 
Teamster leader who 
vanished in 1975
72. Items in a kitchen
73. Looks
74. Jeanne d'Arc, et al.

Down 
1. * The character of Tom 
Hanks in #13D had no other 
choice than to be a ___ when 
he wound up on a deserted 
island after surviving a crash 
landing
2. Heard in a Drug Store: 
"This lotion might clear up 
the ___ suffer from."
3. * JULY 2ND, 1937: He 
was the navigator who joined 
Amelia Earhart when she 
was attempting to fly around 
the world, only to then 
mysteriously disappear 
between New Guinea and 
Howland Island in the Pacific 
Ocean: Frederick J. ___
4. Labor follower
5. Up to the time that
6. Not many
7. Roman poet
8. Title of respect for a man 
in Spain (pl.)
9. * Animal that is lost and 
gone forever
10. Tel follower
11. * It flowed from Mount 
Vesuvius which erupted and 

buried the ancient city of 
Pompeii
12. Panache
13. * Tom Hanks flick, 
with "Away"
20. City of northern Utah
22. Family Member, 
flipped around?
24. Spiders' nests
25. Mr. Gibson, all shook 
up?
29. Mix Around, in a 
mixed up way?
30. Mr. Gallagher
31. Ms. Halliwell
32. Globe
33. * The Titanic struck 
one to then be lost below 
the icy waters of the ocean
34. Fish genus
36. * Ships sometimes get 
lost when they are what?
38. Compass point
40. * Was it swallowed by 
an earthquake?
42. The letter after 
G ...spelled out
43. Prefix to "china"
46. Do math
49. Orinoco tributary
50. Country walkers
52. Let the pieces fall 
where they may
55. * They show that 
dinosaurs once ruled the 
Earth before being 
completely wiped off the 
face of it
56. "Apple" in French
57. Make a Happy Face, 
backwards?
58. Blushful
59. Inclined surface
60. Potpourri
61. Fats Domino classic: 
"___ That a Shame"
62. Great Lake
67. * What a #33D is 
made from
68. Record Players, for 
short
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June 2020 News and  Announcements 
Well, the month of May 
and is but a memory at this 
point in time. Our worship 
team has been doing an 
outstanding job at making 
sure that our worship 
services have been a 
b l e s s i n g t o o u r 
congregtion and extended 
congragtion throughout 
the world! More on that 

later! This coming week, we have a wonderful 
opportunity to take one of the blessings we have so 
that we can be a blessing to others! LifeShares 
Blood Drive will be here June 5, 2020 from 10:00 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. They will also be testing all 
blood donors for the COVID-19 antigen!

 “The Heart of Who I Am”

“I’ve been thinking about 
what it means to be a 
Christian in this season of 
Covid-19 and a time of 
great change in our world. 
On the one hand, it’s true 
I’m responsible for how I 
live my life and what I do 
everyday, even if I do that 

in the midst of pain that’s been inflicted upon me or 
a debilitating chronic illness or a random event that 
has completely turned my life upside down. But I 
am not a solitary Christian. I am joined with billions 
of other Christians - past, present and future - as part 
of the Body of Christ that embodies Christ in the 
world. I am connected with other Christians who 
help mold and shape me as a disciple. And I am 
bound to my brothers and sisters in telling others 
that Jesus wants to be in relationship with them, 
engaging in acts of mercy with those who are 
hurting and seeking to make God’s justice a reality. 
That’s a lot more than just being a member of a 
church, a pastor or even a bishop. It’s the heart of 
who I am.”                            Bishop Gary Mueller

Volume 2 Issue 24

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Lost!”
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touted as being "tough enough to overstuff," I left 
them resting there. For I had no desire to chance 
dragging them the dozen or so feet only to have the 
structural integrity of those polyethylene rubbish bags 
compromised along my carefully planned route! 
Should such an event occur, this would result in a 
spilling of their contents on our nicely manicured 
lawn, leaving me with the unpleasant duty of 
retrieving the hidden treasures contained within them 
for immediate placement in another similarly 
constructed vessel.  

In other words, I was afraid that the bags would bust 
open and I’d have to pick all the junk up!

My plan to safely ferry them to the curb in the bin 
was a good idea, but, as will sometimes happen, even 
the best laid plans of mice and men oft go awry.

The first week’s worth of trash hauling went very 
well, but on the second week, a problem arose... The 
first two bags went into the bin without a hitch, but 
bag number three was quite another story. If you’ve 
ever seen a garbage bag filled with odd shaped items 
bulging out of the sides, then you already know what 
happened to bag number three. As I hoisted it up into 
position over the royal blue garbage bin, it burst open 
and emptied its contents at my feet. Among the 
rubble, sitting innocently on the ground, was a 
framed, paint-by-number picture of Jesus! Though 
not an expertly or professionally done work of art, it 
was nicely painted nonetheless! Who painted it and 
when?  I still have no idea!

I later learned that this picture had once proudly hung 
in one of our Sunday School classrooms for many 
years. But after a while it was moved from its place 
of prominence on the wall, down to the floor, and 
eventually it was shuttled to the dark, dank storage 
room behind the choir loft. Gone from sight and mind 
for who knows how long, It was replaced by a newer 
and more eye-pleasing depiction of Jesus.

I picked up the discarded picture of Jesus and tried to 
put it back into the trash bin, as one of our church 
members had originally done, but I just couldn’t do 
it.  After all, it was a picture of Jesus!

So I leaned the picture up against the outside wall of 
the fellowship hall and wheeled that week’s bin full 
of trash to the curb. For what it’s worth, I left Jesus 

facing the wall of the Fellowship Hall. As I think 
back on it, I just didn’t want Jesus, even if in paint-
by-number form, to have to look at the remaining pile 
of garbage!

Another week went by and another load was filled 
and brought to the curb. Jesus was still there. He 
hadn’t budged an inch or even tried to turn around!  I 
picked the picture up, looked at it, but still couldn't 
bring myself to discard it. I placed it back in the same 
spot, gently resting against the wall, but this time with 
Jesus looking out to survey the grounds in His 
immediate vicinity. I suspected that Jesus had seen 
much worse than these garbage bags!

However, something was bugging me! I felt like God 
was trying to tell me something, but I wasn’t getting 
it quite yet. A few more days went by and after 
thinking about the picture, I finally got the simple 
message, “Don’t throw Jesus out!”  

Don’t think me any weirder than you already 
probably do...this wasn’t some bizarre, idolatrous 
picture worship that was taking place. I was 
beginning to understand what God desired for us to 
know and to live out in our lives. I felt like Jesus was 
saying to all of us, “Don’t throw me out of your life 
and out of your church!  Put me back into my 
rightful place in your lives!”  

After this revelation, I was determined to return home 
and bring that picture of Jesus inside, but when I got 
back home, it was gone! I looked around for it and it 
was nowhere to be found. I feared that it may have 
finally made its way to the garbage dump. I went into 
the parsonage and there it was!  Melissa had gotten 
the same message and brought paint-by-number Jesus 
into our home.  

The thought about not throwing Jesus out really stuck 
with me. I thought that this is exactly what happens to 
Jesus in many of our churches and lives.  

We get so focused on saying all of the politically 
correct things, being people pleasers, and pleasers of 
self, that we do that same thing with Jesus...we throw 
Him out or at least hide Him from public view!

I want you to think about some things: These are 
things that only you can answer, because they are 
about you and your personal faith walk with God...
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· Like that picture, Have you slowly moved Jesus 
from a place of prominence in your life to some 
rarely visited spiritual room...a room where 
He’s glanced at for only one short hour per 
week?

· Have you opted for a newer, improved, and 
more user friendly (sinner friendly) Jesus that 
the world has concocted? A Jesus that won't 
easily offend others with His radical call to 
discipleship?

· Have you given Jesus only a predetermined 1 
or 2-hour time slot for His public display on 
Sunday mornings and little more than that?

· Or have you just thrown Him out 
altogether?

In our very busy, fast-paced society, it’s sometimes all 
too easy to do exactly such a thing.

Sometimes we need to step back for a moment and re-
examine the priorities in our lives and in our churches 
and ask ourselves, what have we done with Jesus?

We worship the one true and living God, the one who 
desires fellowship with us.  

· This is the God of glory Himself that I am 
talking about, the one who came to this world 
to die for our sins!

· The one who said that He would never leave us 
nor forsake us, but would remain with us until 
the end of the age.  

Have we abandoned Him in our quest for self-
amusement and self-rule?  

The answer is sadly, “Yes, we have all too frequently 
done just that!”

When Jesus asked Peter if he wanted to leave, as others 
were doing, Peter responded by saying,  "Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” 
John 6:68

Indeed...where else can we or should we go?   

There is nowhere else to go for eternal life except to 

Jesus!
You may have put Jesus out of sight or even 
thrown Him out of your life completely. But, fear 
not, all is not lost. As long as you have the breath 
of life in you, it is never too late! His grace and 
forgiveness are always available to restore you 
back to full fellowship with Him.

So, let me encourage you this week:

Don’t throw Jesus out, bring Him back into your 
home, your life, and your church.  Make Him the 
center of all that you do and see His marvelous 
hand of grace and love at work in your life.

Remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary
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Father’s Day - History

Continued on Page 8

The nation’s first Father’s Day was celebrated on June 19, 
1910, in the state of Washington. However, it was not until 
1972–58 years after President Woodrow Wilson made 
Mother’s Day official–that the day honoring fathers became a 
nationwide holiday in the United States. Father’s Day 2020 
occurs on Sunday, June 21.

 Mother’s Day: Inspiration for Father’s Day

The “Mother’s Day” we celebrate today has its origins in the 
peace-and-reconciliation campaigns of the post-Civil War era. 
During the 1860s, at the urging of activist Ann Reeves Jarvis, 
one divided West Virginia town celebrated “Mother’s Work 
Days” that brought together the mothers of Confederate and 
Union soldiers.

Did you know? There are more than 70 million fathers in 
the United States.

However, Mother’s Day did not become a commercial 
holiday until 1908, when–inspired by Jarvis’s daughter, Anna 
Jarvis, who wanted to honor her own mother by making 
Mother’s Day a national holiday–the John Wanamaker 
department store in Philadelphia sponsored a service 
dedicated to mothers in its auditorium.

Thanks in large part to this association with retailers, who saw 
great potential for profit in the holiday, Mother’s Day caught 
on right away. In 1909, 45 states observed the day, and in 
1914, President Woodrow Wilson approved a resolution that 
made the second Sunday in May a holiday in honor of “that 
tender, gentle army, the mothers of America.”

Origins of Father’s Day

The campaign to celebrate the nation’s fathers did not meet 
with the same enthusiasm–perhaps because, as one florist 
explained, “fathers haven’t the same sentimental appeal that 
mothers have.”

On July 5, 1908, a West Virginia church sponsored the 
nation’s first event explicitly in honor of fathers, a Sunday 
sermon in memory of the 362 men who had died in the 
previous December’s explosions at the Fairmont Coal 
Company mines in Monongah, but it was a one-time 
commemoration and not an annual holiday.
The next year, a Spokane, Washington, woman named Sonora 
Smart Dodd, one of six children raised by a widower, tried to 
establish an official equivalent to Mother’s Day for male 
parents. She went to local churches, the YMCA, shopkeepers 
and government officials to drum up support for her idea, and 
she was successful: Washington State celebrated the nation’s 
first statewide Father’s Day on June 19, 1910.
Slowly, the holiday spread. In 1916, President Wilson 

honored the day by using telegraph signals to unfurl a flag 
in Spokane when he pressed a button in Washington, D.C. 
In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge urged state 
governments to observe Father’s Day.

Today, the day honoring fathers is celebrated in the 
United States on the third Sunday of June: Father’s Day 
2018 occurred on June 17; the following year, Father’s 
Day 2019 falls on June 16.

In other countries–especially in Europe and Latin 
America–fathers are honored on St. Joseph’s Day, a 
traditional Catholic holiday that falls on March 19.

Father’s Day: Controversy and Commercialism

Many men, however, continued to disdain the day. 

As one historian writes, they “scoffed at the holiday’s 
sentimental attempts to domesticate manliness with 
flowers and gift-giving, or they derided the proliferation 
of such holidays as a commercial gimmick to sell more 
products–often paid for by the father himself.”

During the 1920s and 1930s, a movement arose to scrap 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day altogether in favor of a 
single holiday, Parents’ Day. Every year on Mother’s 
Day, pro-Parents’ Day groups rallied in New York City’s 
Central Park–a public reminder, said Parents’ Day activist 
and radio performer Robert Spere, “that both parents 
should be loved and respected together.”

Paradoxically, however, the Great Depression derailed 
this effort to combine and de-commercialize the holidays. 
Struggling retailers and advertisers redoubled their efforts 
to make Father’s Day a “second Christmas” for men, 
promoting goods such as neckties, hats, socks, pipes and 
tobacco, golf clubs and other sporting goods, and greeting 
cards.

When World War II began, advertisers began to argue 
that celebrating Father’s Day was a way to honor 
American troops and support the war effort. By the end of 
the war, Father’s Day may not have been a federal 
holiday, but it was a national institution.
I
n 1972, in the middle of a hard-fought presidential re-
election campaign, Richard Nixon signed a proclamation 
making Father’s Day a federal holiday at last. Today, 
economists estimate that Americans spend more than $1 
billion each year on Father’s Day gifts.

Source:https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/fathers-day

http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/west-virginia
http://www.biography.com/news/anna-jarvis-mother-of-modern-mothers-day-20826125
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https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/calvin-coolidge
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http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/richard-m-nixon
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An Important Note From the Arkansas Conference



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.

CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
June 21, 2020

Third Sunday After Pentecost

Happy Father’s Day!                      
Lectionary Texts:

Genesis 21:8-21;                                                                  
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 or                                     
Psalm 17 (UMH 749);

Romans 6:1b-11,                                             
Matthew 10:24-39 

 Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of 
vegetation and generally of living things 
and the promise of new life. It is used for 
the Season of Epiphany between the 
Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first 
Sunday after Pentecost) and the beginning 
of Advent.

Inportant Information!

http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

