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Joshua 4:4-24 So Joshua called together 
the twelve men he had chosen—one from 
each of the tribes of Israel. 5 He told 
them, “Go into the middle of the Jordan, 
in front of the Ark of the Lord your God. 
Each of you must pick up one stone and 
carry it out on your shoulder—twelve 
stones in all, one for each of the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 6 We will use these stones 
to build a memorial. In the future your 
children will ask you, ‘What do these 
stones mean?’ 7 Then you can tell them, 
‘They remind us that the Jordan River 
stopped flowing when the Ark of the 
Lord’s Covenant went across.’ These 
stones will stand as a memorial among 
the people of Israel forever.”  8 So the 
men did as Joshua had commanded them. 
They took twelve stones from the middle 
of the Jordan River, one for each tribe, 
just as the Lord had told Joshua. They 
carried them to the place where they 
camped for the night and constructed the 
memorial there. 9 Joshua also set up 
another pile of twelve stones in the 
middle of the Jordan, at the place where 
the priests who carried the Ark of the 
Covenant were standing. And they are 
there to this day. 10 The priests who were 
carrying the Ark stood in the middle of 
the river until all of the Lord’s commands 
that Moses had given to Joshua were 
carried out. Meanwhile, the people 
hurried across the riverbed. 11 And when 
everyone was safely on the other side, the 
priests crossed over with the Ark of the 
Lord as the people watched. 12 The armed 
warriors from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, 
and the half-tribe of Manasseh led the 
Israelites across the Jordan, just as 
Moses had directed. 13 These armed men
—about 40,000 strong—were ready for 
battle, and the Lord was with them as 
they crossed over to the plains of Jericho. 
14 That day the Lord made Joshua a great 
leader in the eyes of all the Israelites, and 

for the rest of his life they revered him 
as much as they had revered Moses.  
15 The Lord had said to Joshua, 16 
“Command the priests carrying the 
Ark of the Covenant to come up out of 
the riverbed.” 17 So Joshua gave the 
command. 18 As soon as the priests 
carrying the Ark of the Lord’s 
Covenant came up out of the riverbed 
and their feet were on high ground, 
the water of the Jordan returned and 
overflowed its banks as before. 19 The 
people crossed the Jordan on the tenth 
day of the first month. Then they 
camped at Gilgal, just east of Jericho. 
20 It was there at Gilgal that Joshua 
piled up the twelve stones taken from 
the Jordan River. 21 Then Joshua said 
to the Israelites, “In the future your 
children will ask, ‘What do these 
stones mean?’ 22 Then you can tell 
them, ‘This is where the Israelites 
crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 
For the Lord your God dried up the 
river right before your eyes, and he 
kept it dry until you were all across, 
just as he did at the Red Sea when he 
dried it up until we had all crossed 
over. 24 He did this so all the nations 
of the earth might know that the 
Lord’s hand is powerful, and so you 
might fear the Lord your God 
forever.”

The stones of which Joshua wrote 
were placed there to remind the 
Israelites of God's provision for them 
as His chosen people. To remind them 
that He had brought them out from 
captivity and into freedom. It was 
important for the Israelites to 
remember this far-reaching event. It 
was also vital for us to remember 
significant people, dates, and events!

We use all sorts of things as 
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Across 
1. * Goddess of Beauty and 
Love, in Greek Mythology
10. With Competence, 
minus the "A"
13. * King Arthur's 
legendary sword
14. Shoe width Size
15. Margin
17. * Legendary creature
19. * Jolly friend to #36D, 
with Tuck
21. Cheer
22. Question asked after 
Putting the Groceries 
Away: "Has anyone seen 
that ___ just brought 
home?"
23. Quizzed, with the "ted" 
left off
24. Promos
26. Prov. in Canada
28. Initials of the real name 
of the singer who wrote 

"Like a Rolling Stone"
29. Had a Hamburger
30. * Passengers on 
Flying Saucers
34. * Evil Sorceress
40. Put down money in a 
casino
41. Woodwind 
instrument
42. Building extension
43. Throw dirt on it
44. Calligraphy need
45. * Mythology says 
that it's a Source of 
Troubles
49. * God of the 
Underworld, in Egyptian 
Mythology
51. Brewage
52. "Forget about it!"
53. Tissue Trademark, 
without the "eenex"
55. Certain Cards, 
commonly
56. Unit of currency in 

Romania
59. Certain faith
62. Not wet
64. Creepy signs
66. * Fantasy creature
69. Comfort
70. Rock producer
71. * Aladdin's prop
73. Type of fish
74. * He loved 
Guinevere

Down 
1. * Shield of ancient 
Greek Mythology
2. Highest Point of 
Something, all shook 
up?
3. He (Initials) sang 
"Taxi"
4. * Hawk-Headed Sun 
God, in Egyptian 
Mythology (pl.)
5. Butter substitutes
6. Word with Tone
7. Norwegian dramatist: 
Henrik ___
8. Weekday, for short
9. Mistakes
10. * Adversary of God
11. Religious period
12. * Abominable 
Snowman
15. Newt
16. Hip-Hip Star, with 
Dr.
18. Passu completer
20. Pro completer
25. Comfortable room
27. Sound from a Sheep
29. Mature
31. She (Initials) starred 
in "The Farmer's 
Daughter" (1947)

32. Ancient ruler
33. * Legendary river 
of Hades
34. Some Sound 
Systems, smallily
35. Kimono sashes
36. * Legendary outlaw
37. Dykstra of Baseball
38. Ancient times
39. She was a 
Supreme, commonly
43. Mad Cow Disease, 
for short
45. Sherlock Holmes 
type, for short
46. Call for
47. "Freaky!"
48. As well
50. Type of horse coat
54. Formal 
Association, not well 
kept?
55. Frazzled 
Faultfinder?
56. Sprang
57. Alphabet letters
58. Function
59. Certain degree, for 
short
60. Sales Pitch: "This 
service will be 
provided ___ extra cost 
to the customer."
61. Citrus Fruit, all 
scrambled up?
63. Wet stuff
65. Little office note
67. Topsy-Turvy 
Turkish Title?
68. Fight, without the 
"Bat"
72. Mr. Pacino
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June 2021 News and Announcements 
The 2021 Arkansas Annual 
Conference is now behind us 
and with that ending came a 
true blessing! As a result of 
Bishop Gary Mueller and the 
Cabinet, I will have the 
honor and pleasure of serving 
as the pastor of the Magnolia 
Firs t United Methodis t 
Church for another year!  
Praise the Lord! An added 
blessing is that Melissa has 

been appointed to my very first fulltime church charge at 
the Junction City First United Methodist Church!  Her 
secondary appointment will be at Marysville United 
Methodist Church, where we first met Reverend Mike 
Wilke, the former pastor. We are both looking forward to 
a great year of sharing God’s word, teaching, and 
enjoying the beautiful fellowship we have here in 
Magnolia, and beyond!  

Kudos to the great congregation at Magnolia FUMC!
 
The Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
congregation is ever ready to take the blessings they have 
received and bless others with them. These blessings 
flow from our members in times of joy and in those times 
of the deepest heartaches.  One most recent outpouring of 
blessings was for the celebration of life service for Ms. 
Olga English. Our church, staff, and community rose to 
be such a blessing to Ms. Olga’s family, friends, and 
other loved ones.

Let me share a recent note from the family…

Volume 3 Issue 23

Sorry, I couldn’t resist including the decorative cover to the 
“Thank You” note!

Be safe and know that God loves you with a love beyond 
compare and so do we!

Blessings,  
Pastor Gary

P.S.  remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  
So be one!

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Legends and Myths”
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remembrances of significant life events: births, deaths, marriages, outstanding achievements like graduations, and 
our heroes. For some people, we remember them by erecting grand stone monuments and recording their lives in 
books. At the same time, at other times, we keep personal records of our life events through photographs, notes, and 
video recordings. They can be as simple as a greeting card or even a fond memory that lives on with us. Whatever 
the event, we tend to memorialize it in some way.

This week, we have many things to remember!  

• A short time back,:
• we celebrated High School and College graduations, 
• we celebrated Confirmation Sunday 
• And every Sunday, we celebrate a “Little Easter” as we remember the death burial, and resurrection of our 

Lord!

And tomorrow, we will celebrate Memorial Day!  

Memorial Day only brings to mind thoughts of a three-day weekend, parades, barbecues, picnics, and baseball 
games for far too many people. But what is often forgotten is the reason for the holiday. It's a day of remembrance 
for those who have died in service of the United States of America, fighting for the freedoms that we often take for 
granted. To paraphrase Joshua's words for Memorial Day, in verse 21, "In the future your children will ask, 'What 
does this day mean?" 

Memorial Day was borne out of the Civil War and a desire to honor our dead. It was officially proclaimed on 5 May 
1868 by General John Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General Order No. 
11. "30 May 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of 
comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every 
city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land," he proclaimed. The date of Decoration Day, as he called it, was 
chosen because it wasn't the anniversary of any particular battle. It became a National Holiday with Congressional 
passage of the National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 90 – 363).

My earliest recollection of Memorial Day was when my mom and I were in her 1964 Mercury Montclair Marauder 
driving through the city. I remember seeing men standing at intersections selling little red, cloth poppies with those 
flexible wire stems that remind me of twister ties on bread packages. My mom would always give those volunteers 
money for a new one each year and hang it from the rearview mirror. She told me what it represented, and it has 
always stuck with me since those days.

But where did such a memorial come from? This memorial came from Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae. Lt. 
McCrae was a Canadian who served as a brigade surgeon for an Allied artillery unit, spotted a cluster of poppies 
that spring, shortly after the Second Battle of Ypres. [ee-pruh]

In 1915, inspired by the poem “In Flanders Fields,” Moina Michael replied with her own poem:

We cherish too, the Poppy red

That grows on fields where valor led,

It seems to signal to the skies

That blood of heroes never dies.

She then conceived an idea to wear red poppies on Memorial Day to honor those who died serving the nation during 
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war.  She was the first to wear one, and sold poppies to her friends and co-workers with the money going to 
benefit servicemen in need. 

Memorial Day is a reminder that freedom often comes at a high price. That high price comes in the form of 
the lost lives and the shed blood of many brave men and women who died so others might live in freedom, 
and that is something that we never need to forget. These are sacrifices that demand a response! And our 
response should be remembrance and thankfulness to God for those who gave their utmost! But as you well 
know, there is another one who shed His blood and gave his life for another kind of freedom!  That one, of 
course, is Jesus, the chief cornerstone of our faith. Jesus shed His precious blood and voluntarily laid down 
His life on Calvary so that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. This 
sacrifice also demands a response. And we have our memorial stones with which to remember Him and bring 
honor and glory to His name!

What could some of our Memorial Stones be?

1) Baptism - Our baptism is that time when we identify with the death, burial, and resurrection of our 
Lord. At this very moment our lives become a living testament to what Jesus has done for us on 
Calvary.

2) Lord’s Supper - We remember the broken body and shed blood of our Lord Jesus until he comes 
again.

3) The Church and Church Membership - As we commit ourselves to church membership, we 
promise to support our church through our prayers, our presence, and our gifts. Unlike baptism, 
which is a once-in-a-lifetime event or even communion, which we celebrate once per month, this 
is an ongoing memorial to Him!

Don't get me wrong, baptism, communion, and church membership are essential things to do. Still, the life 
that follows is what really stands as a memorial to the one we serve!

I have heard it said, "Your life is God's gift to you...What you do with it is your gift to God."  

As followers of Jesus, we have become something quite unique, and we should do something with it!

I Peter 2:5 "And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are his 
holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God." (NLT)

So, what should we, as living stones, be doing? I Peter 2:9 "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous light:" 

I like that! Our lives should show forth praises of Him who called us forth out of darkness and into his 
marvelous light!

Let none of us ever forget the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ for our freedom from death, sin, and the 
grave. Let us also never forget the many brave men and women who have fought for our cherished right to 
worship God freely and openly in this great nation.

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary
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2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 But we continue to preach because we have the same kind of faith the psalmist had when 
he said, “I believed in God, so I spoke.” 14 We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise us with 
Jesus and present us to himself together with you. 15 All of this is for your benefit. And as God’s grace reaches 
more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more glory. 16 That is why 
we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day. 17 For our present 
troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will 
last forever! 18 So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be 
seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever. 5:1 For we know 
that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave this earthly body), we will have 
a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human hands. (NLT)

This week's passage is a continuation of Paul's letter to the church at Corinth. Let me remind you of one of the 
verses from earlier in this same letter, Paul wrote, "So we do not lose heart." Paul wrote this encouraging line after 
summarizing some of the many troubles he and his ministry partners faced. What kind of troubles? Paul described 
them as follows, "We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus ..." (2 
Corinthians 4:8-10). They went through all of that and more, and yet they didn't lose heart! I think that your 
average reader would have concluded that Paul's thinking was the ultimate in optimism!

In a study published the October 2011 issue of Nature Neuroscience, the researchers at the Wellcome Trust Centre 
for Neuroimaging at University College London presented evidence that naturally optimistic people learn only 
from information that reinforces that rosy outlook. It is clear that their findings would apply to Paul since he 
lumped all those troubles into the category of a "slight momentary affliction," as the King James version records 
it. It would seem that Paul shrugged off the misery of the present day because those things are "preparing us for 
an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure" (v. 17). The people at the Wellcome Trust Centre would 
have loved to have had him as a subject, well as long as his insurance would pay! The study actually suggests that 
many of us are hardwired for optimism as well! The researchers wrote, "Our findings suggest that this human 
propensity toward optimism is facilitated by the brain's failure to code errors in estimation when those call for 
pessimistic updates." Some reporters have shorthanded this finding to describe optimism as a "brain defect."

Brain defect or not, optimism seems necessary for personal progress. I know most of us have all been through 
some mind-numbingly negative experiences in life, and if it were not for hopeful optimism, most of us would be 
in deep trouble right now. But this was not just blind optimism, but we trusted, and are trusting, that somehow, 
someway, God would work it all out!

So let's take a verse-by-verse look at this particular section from Paul's letter, and perhaps we might get an idea of 
where his cheery optimism is coming from…

I. Faith - In verse 13, Paul writes, “But we continue to preach because we have the same kind of faith the psalmist 
had when he said, ‘I believed in God, so I spoke.’” Paul read the words of the Psalmist, who had similar problems 
of mistreatment by others. In this Psalm, Psalm 116, David kept his confidence in God despite his circumstances. 
Even so, Paul believed and continued to declare his faith!

 -  Paul didn't have a brain defect, but he believed in God, and He spoke words of faith, confidence, and hope, so 
his optimism rose!

II. The Inevitability of Death - Although it is not one of the most cheery subjects, Paul knew about the 
inevitability of death, but he looked beyond this life to life everlasting! Paul optimistically wrote, “We know that 
God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus and present us to himself together with you.” (verse 
14)
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Your Brain on Optimism - 2021
- Paul didn't have a brain defect, but he knew the promises of God; he believed them, and so his hope, confidence, and 
optimism rose! 

III. Regarding Life’s many trials -  Paul optimistically referred to the trials and troubles he and his ministerial 
partners endured as being for our benefit as the body of Christ, the church! In verse 15, Paul writes, "All of this is for 
your benefit. [All of what? All of the miseries, disappointments, and persecutions Paul and company faced!] And as 
God's grace reaches more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more 
glory."

In verse 16, Paul simply states, “That is why we never give up.” We never give up because our labors, suffering, and 
even our joys can bring God’s grace to others and result in thanksgiving and more glory for God!

Hardships can often provide the perfect setting for God's grace to abound in our lives, and this bounty can spill over to 
those around us. Our friends, families, and others can see the glory of God being manifested in our lives, and there will 
indeed be thanksgiving, and God will receive more glory as a result! By the way, this is the same Paul who wrote, "And 
we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His 
purpose." Romans 8:28

- So no, Paul didn’t have a brain defect, but his faith and confidence in God was so great that he saw God able to work 
through any and all situations for His glory and our benefit!

IV.  Worn out physically, but yet spiritually renewed - Paul knew that his physical frame, what he called 
the "outward man," was rapidly wearing out from the many difficulties he experienced in ministry and life in general. 
Still, he was likewise encouraged that even though his "inward man," Paul's spiritual life grew stronger every day. The 
same can be, and hopefully, is true for all of us as believers in Christ Jesus!

• Paul didn't have a brain defect, but through his eyes of faith, he could see the joy of eternity despite what was 
happening to his body, and so can we!

V. Great troubles, but an even greater God - in verse 17,  Paul writes, "For our present troubles are small and won't 
last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!" I like the way The New 
King James Version puts it, "For our light affliction…."

Let's look to see what Paul's optimistic idea of light affliction was in light of 2 Corinthians 11:23-26: According to 
Paul, 

• He was put in prison over and over
• Was flogged an innumerable number of times
• Faced death over and over again
• Received 39 lashes from the Jews 5 times
• He was beaten with rods 3 times
• He was stoned one time
• He was shipwrecked 3 times
• He spent a day and night in the sea
• He was in continual danger from rivers and robbers
• He was in danger from his own countrymen, as well as the Gentiles
• He was in danger in the city, in the country, at sea, and from false brothers
• He was weary and in pain often and frequently went without sleep
• Was often hungry and thirsty, cold and naked
• And was continually concerned about the health of all of the churches
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
June 13, 2021

Third Sunday after Pentecost!                   
Lectionary Texts:

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13,                                  
Psalm 20 or Psalm 72 (UMH 795),                     

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11- 13), 14-17,                           
Mark 4:26-34

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time 
between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Your Brain on Optimism - 2021
He didn’t focus on those things which are seen but turned his gaze toward heaven and the glory it would one day 
hold for all believers. (paraphrase verse 18) Paul didn’t have a brain defect, but he focused his attention on the 
eternal things rather than allowing himself to be distracted by those things which would not and could not last!  
Perhaps that’s some good advice for us too!

VI. Paul was optimistic because He knew… “…that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, 
when we die and leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God 
himself and not by human hands.”

So is Christianity itself the result of an optimism bias or brain defect? No, Christianity is quite realistic about the 
life’s difficulties, but it insists that those difficulties are not what define who we are or where we are headed 
when we are following Jesus. We cannot, of course, prove that optimism and hope are not "brain defects." But 
there are some things we can say. We can recognize that every time we recite affirmations from the Christian 
tradition, such as the Apostles' Creed, we're hearing the testimony of those who staked their lives on hope. When 
we repeat those words, we boldly declare our belief that the One who sits at the right hand of the Father will 
come "to judge the living and the dead." We affirm our belief in the "forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting."  As I said earlier, we cannot prove that Christianity's optimistic hope is not the 
result of brain defects among believers. But there are God's promises, the historic creeds, and the testimony of 
those who have died believing that, “What can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal." 

If the apostle Paul had a brain defect, then all of us who walk with Christ have the same condition. Call it Polly 
Anna optimism if you want, but the Bible and the experience of generations of the faithful declare it is real. I 
don't know what you are going through now, but I know that faith, hope, and love for God and neighbor will 
result in a healthy enough optimism to carry us all through our most challenging times. So be the voice of 
encouragement and hope to each other, and you might just find yourself to be an angel of mercy to someone in 
need!  

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!  

Pastor Gary


