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“The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds”
o]This week, we continue
our series on the Parables
of Jesus from Matthew 13.
Special points of interest:
Please be reminded that a
* “The Parable of the Wheat parable is a simple story
and the Weeds”
that is very familiar to the
listening audience, but has
* Crossword - “Sizzlin’
a deeper meaning upon
Summer Days!”
closer examination.
* Announcements!

With regard to biblical
parables, the
definition that has
* Bishop Mueller - Guidelines the most meaning
to me is, "A
* Liturgical Colors and Misc.
parable is an
earthly story with a
h e a v e n l y
meaning."
* “The Big Reason God
Writes Us Letters”

Inside this issue:
The Parable of the Wheat and
the Weeds!
1
Crossword: “Sizzlin’ Summer
Days!”
2
AnnouncementsCrossword Puzzle
Solution, and much more
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In this morning's
parable, Jesus continues
where He left off with the
Parable of the Sower. As
you might remember, in
the parable of the sower,
we learned that only onequarter of the seed sown
will fall upon good ground
and respond to the Gospel
message. The other threequarters of the seed won't
produce any lasting
spiritual change in the
lives of its hearers.

In the Parable of the
Sower Jesus assured us
““The Big Reason God Writes that even if we are faithful
Us Letters”
6 in sharing the seed of
God's Word to those
Updated Church - Guidelines. around us, some will not
Sermon Continued:

4-5

7

hear, listen, understand, or good seed is full of
even respond favorably!
weeds! Where did they
come from?’ 28 “‘An
T h i s w e e k ' s p a r a b l e enemy has done this!’ the
follows on the coattails of f a r m e r e x c l a i m e d .
the Parable of the Sower “‘Should we pull out the
and like that parable it is weeds?’ they asked. 8
unique in that it comes “‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll
complete with its own uproot the wheat if you
explanation directly from do. 30 Let both grow
Jesus Himself!
together until
the harvest.
Then I will tell
the harvesters
to sort out the
weeds, tie them
into bundles,
and burn them,
and to put the
wheat in the
barn.’”
So let's hear it again with a
Let's see what this parable
fresh ear as to the nature of
might reveal to us…
the kingdom of heaven!
Matthew 13:24-30 Here is
another story Jesus told:
“The Kingdom of Heaven
is like a farmer who
planted good seed in his
field. 25 But that night as
the workers slept, his
enemy came and planted
weeds among the wheat,
then slipped away. 26 When
the crop began to grow
and produce grain, the
weeds also grew. 27 “The
farmer’s workers went to
him and said, ‘Sir, the field
where you planted that

Matthew 13:24-25 “The
Kingdom of Heaven is
like a farmer who planted
good seed in his field. 25
But that night as the
workers slept, his enemy
came and planted weeds
among the wheat, then
slipped away.”
Did you notice who was
napping?
The people snoozing
were the workers! And
before you fuss at them,
let me assure you that it

Liturgical Colors and Misc. 8
Continued on Page 4
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“Lost!” —- Crossword Puzzle
money from the Boeing 727
he skyjacked in '71 --and
vanished forever
59. * Island on the coast of
North Carolina where the
Lost Colony was situated
63. "I see."
64. Type of Tie
65. Dismounted
66. Ms. Moran
68. Ms. Moore, and others
69. Small
70. Brown follower
71. * Mr. Hoffa, the
Teamster leader who
vanished in 1975
72. Items in a kitchen
73. Looks
74. Jeanne d'Arc, et al.

Across
1. * Television show about a
family thrown back in time to
the time of the dinosaurs: "___
of the Lost" (1974 - 1977)
5. * Legend has it that some
people have disappeared from
the face of the Earth -apparently after mysterious
abductions by them, for short
9. Valley
13. Yummy beverage
14. Ms. Campbell
15. Like some faces: ___shaped
16. Bug
17. * Type of aircraft #3D and
Amelia Earhart were in together
on that fateful last flight: ___engine Lockheed Electra
18. Prima Donna
19. * LOST! = Never to be ___
or heard from again
20. Capital of Vietnam, without
the "Han"
21. * He sang about the
legendary continent of #40D

Pompeii
12. Panache
13. * Tom Hanks flick,
with "Away"
20. City of northern Utah
22. Family Member,
flipped around?
24. Spiders' nests
25. Mr. Gibson, all shook
up?
29. Mix Around, in a
mixed up way?
30. Mr. Gallagher
31. Ms. Halliwell
32. Globe
33. * The Titanic struck
one to then be lost below
the icy waters of the ocean
34. Fish genus
36. * Ships sometimes get
Down
lost when they are what?
1. * The character of Tom
38. Compass point
Hanks in #13D had no other
40. * Was it swallowed by
choice than to be a ___ when
an earthquake?
23. * Where ships and planes are he wound up on a deserted
said to mysteriously vanish: The island after surviving a crash 42. The letter after
G ...spelled out
Bermuda ___
landing
43. Prefix to "china"
26. Mr. Lowe
2. Heard in a Drug Store:
46. Do math
27. Noisy Clamor, flipped
"This lotion might clear up
49. Orinoco tributary
around?
the ___ suffer from."
50. Country walkers
28. * Movie of 1982 starring Jack 3. * JULY 2ND, 1937: He
52. Let the pieces fall
Lemmon and Sissy Spacek
was the navigator who joined
where they may
32. Hereditary tribal ruler
Amelia Earhart when she
55. * They show that
35. Bargains
was attempting to fly around
dinosaurs once ruled the
37. Fish eggs
the world, only to then
Earth before being
39. * They are sometimes found mysteriously disappear
completely wiped off the
during excavations of ancient lost between New Guinea and
face of it
cities
Howland Island in the Pacific
56. "Apple" in French
41. * Indiana Jones searched for Ocean: Frederick J. ___
57. Make a Happy Face,
the Ark of the Covenant in this
4. Labor follower
backwards?
blockbuster of 1981: "___ of the 5. Up to the time that
58. Blushful
Lost Ark"
6. Not many
59. Inclined surface
44. Someone from England, for 7. Roman poet
60. Potpourri
short
8. Title of respect for a man
61. Fats Domino classic:
45. Don't order out
in Spain (pl.)
"___ That a Shame"
47. Don't be truthful
9. * Animal that is lost and
62. Great Lake
48. * He was able to see the Holy gone forever
67. * What a #33D is
Grail
10. Tel follower
made from
51. They're made in football, for 11. * It flowed from Mount
68. Record Players, for
short
Vesuvius which erupted and
short
53. Mr. O'
buried the ancient city of
54. * He parachuted with a loot of
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July 2020 News and Announcements
We are at the mid-point of
July and the heat, rain, and
COVID-19 are still ever
present at regularlyirregular intervals. Daily
life seems to present us
with some very unpleasant
suprises on a daily basis.
Therefore, we don’t know
what each new day may
bring, but thankfully, God
is ever present as well! Some folks might be better
guessers than others, but no one can predict the
immediate future with 100% accuracy. With that
said, we do know that not only the day but the many
battles of life belong to the Lord of glory. It took me
way too many years, but I have finally come to the
realization that after I have done all that I can do, I
need to stand firm in the faith and steadily rest in
Him. If you do the same, you too will ultimately
have the victory!
Be blessed and bless others!
Pastor Gary
“A Brand New Lens”
“You probably see just how broken the world is.
You may feel like your life is coming unhinged. You
most likely think all you hear is bad news, more bad
news and even more bad news. Yet there is Good
News that actually is more powerful than all these
things swirling around you. It is the Gospel of Jesus
Christ that saves you from yourself, the world’s
brokenness and the constant bombardment of
negativity that threatens to poison your life. Sure,
it’s important to see life realistically. But Jesus gives
you a brand new lens through which to view life
even more realistically. And you will be amazed at
the hope, joy, transformation, courage, resilience
and abundant life you see when you trust him
enough to look through it. ”
Bishop Gary Mueller

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Lost” ”
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“The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds”
wasn't their fault. This is not like the situation in
Matthew 26:40 where the disciples fell asleep when
they should have been keeping watch with Jesus in
prayer! Flashback: “Then he returned to the disciples
and found them asleep. He (Jesus) said to Peter,
‘Couldn’t you watch with me even one hour?’”
These workers were asleep at the customary time to
be sleeping, but an enemy of the farmer came in
under the cover of darkness and planted some weeds
with the farmer's wheat.
For those of us who have ever worked in a garden or
field, the presence of weeds are an annoying reality,
but how much more annoying would they be if we
knew that the weeds had been planted intentionally
by someone who disliked us?
This is exactly what happened to the farmer in this
parable!
Matthew 13:25-26 But that night as the workers
slept, his enemy came and planted weeds among the
wheat, then slipped away. 26 When the crop began to
grow and produce grain, the weeds also grew.
These weeds (tares) were one of the curses that first
century farmers had to fight against. They were a
poisonous weed called the bearded darnel (lolium
teumlentum). “Planting darnel in an enemy's field
was a common way of getting revenge. It was so
common in fact that a Roman law was made
forbidding the sowing of weeds in another's field.
Although similar in size to wheat seeds, the seeds of
darnel will turn black and are poisonous to both
humans and livestock.” [https://www.newsoptimist.ca/opinion/
columnists/get-revenge-against-an-enemy-by-using-weed-seeds-1.21625405]

That’s why the next few verses read as they do…
Matthew 13:27-30 “The farmer’s workers went to
him and said, ‘Sir, the field where you planted that
good seed is full of weeds! Where did they come
from?’ 28 “‘An enemy has done this!’ the farmer
exclaimed. ‘Should we pull out the weeds?’ they
asked. 29 “‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll uproot the wheat
if you do. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest.
Then I will tell the harvesters to sort out the weeds,

tie them into bundles, and burn them, and to put
the wheat in the barn.’”
In their early stages of growth the weeds so
closely resembled the wheat that it was
impossible to distinguish the one from the other.
When both had headed out it was easy to
distinguish them; but by that time their roots were
so intertwined that the weeds could not be rooted
out without destroying them both!
These verses are where the parable ended for the
lakeside hearers that day. Jesus’ original audience
probably was left scratching their collective heads
with this parable, thinking that’s nice info but so
what? But luckily for us, after a handful of
additional parables, Jesus departed from the
crowds for a short time and explained it to His
disciples.
Matthew 13:36-43 Then, leaving the crowds
outside, Jesus went into the house. His disciples
said, “Please explain to us the story of the weeds
in the field.” 37 Jesus replied, “The Son of Man is
the farmer who plants the good seed. 38 The field
is the world, and the good seed represents the
people of the Kingdom. The weeds are the people
who belong to the evil one. 39 The enemy who
planted the weeds among the wheat is the devil.
The harvest is the end of the world, and the
harvesters are the angels.”
Now that’s a clear explanation of the “Who’s
Who” aspect of the parable, but here’s where the
passage gets a bit rough…
Verse 40, “Just as the weeds are sorted out and
burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the
world. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and
they will remove from his Kingdom everything
that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 And the
angels will throw them into the fiery furnace,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun
in their Father’s Kingdom. Anyone with ears to
hear should listen and understand!”
Continued on Page 5
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“The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds”
Jesus gave a clear explanation as to what this parable
means for those in the end times, but it also has some
very practical teaching applications to the church of
today as well!
Four things came to mind, it reminds us to...
1.) Be wary of the Presence of Evil — It teaches us
that until Christ returns, there will always be a hostile
power in the world that is seeking to destroy or
corrupt the good seed — God's people and God's
Word! This can be manifested by people (weeds, if
you will) who seek to destroy Christianity through
legal and illegal persecution of the church and bad
seed in the form of corrupted teaching such as we
might see in the “cults and isms” of the world! In our
current world situation, it seems that such activity has
spread to even the secular realms.
2.) It also reminds us to not be too hasty in our
judgments — While it's quite true that we can
usually spot evil when it stares us right in the face.
With our limited insight into those around us, it is
just too hard to tell who’s who in the Kingdom of
God. So, should we ever judge? Judge, yes.
Condemn, no. Let’s follow Jesus’ advice in John
7:24 where He said, “Stop judging by mere
appearances, but instead judge correctly.”
So be careful in how you make judgements!
Remember the harvesters in this parable were ready
to start pulling up the weeds with the wheat, but they
would have hurt the wheat in the process! Pulling up
the weeds had to wait for harvest time. Pulling up
spiritual weeds also has to wait for the end-time
harvest as well and in case you forgot, we aren't the
harvesters!
The biblical commentator William Barclay wrote, "A
man in the end will be judged, not by any single act
or stage in his life, but by his whole life. Judgment
cannot come until the end. A man may make a great
mistake, and then redeem himself by the grace of
God, atone for it by making the rest of his life an
honorable thing. A man may live an honorable life
and then in the end wreck it all by a sudden collapse
into sin. No one who sees only part of a thing can
judge the whole; and no one who knows only part of

a man's life can judge the whole man."
So let us not be too quick to judge!
3.) It reminds us to let The Judge do the
Eternal Judging — This parable teaches us that
there is only one who is truly fit to judge anyone
and that one is God Himself! It is God alone who
can ultimately discern the motivations, intentions,
and heart of any man or woman! But in the
meantime, should we ever judge? Of course we
should, but we should be careful how we judge!
In John 7:24 Jesus said, “Look beneath the
surface so you can judge correctly”
4.) And finally, it reminds us to keep
spreading the Word of God, the seed into this
world — Just like the Parable of the Sower, we
are given a word of warning. The parable of the
sower warned us that not every seed would fall
upon good ground and this parable warns us that
the evil one is steadily at work to corrupt or
destroy those efforts! But just like the parable of
the sower, it also assures us that there will be a
harvest and Jesus will take His children home to
His Father's house and, at that time, according to
Jesus, Then the righteous will shine like the sun

in their Father’s Kingdom. Anyone with ears to
hear should listen and understand! Matthew
13:43
So remember always that you have been blessed
to be a blessing. So be one!
Pastor Gary
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The Big Reason God Writes Us Letters
1 Corinthians 14:20-25 (NIV) Brothers and sisters, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your
thinking be adults. In the Law it is written: “With other tongues and through the lips of foreigners I will speak to this
people, but even then they will not listen to me, says the Lord.”
Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is not for unbelievers but for believers.
So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and inquirers or unbelievers come in, will they not
say that you are out of your mind? But if an unbeliever or an inquirer comes in while everyone is prophesying, they are
convicted of sin and are brought under judgment by all, as the secrets of their hearts are laid bare. So they will fall down
and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!”
CONSIDER THIS — To those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people (i.e., us): As we come closer to the
stretch run for Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian Church I find myself trying to get a big picture view of the whole letter
once again. For most of my Bible reading life this never occurred to me—that I needed to grasp the big picture before I
could really understand the small one. The last five words in today’s text gives us a profound sense of the big picture in
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. So they will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!”
Paul’s overarching intent of this whole letter, if not all of his letters, is that the people of God would evoke this kind of
response from the not-yet-believing world. “God is really among you!” All of Paul’s counsel and correction aim to bring
people into the only outfit on the face of the planet created and sustained by the Holy Spirit: the church. The purpose of the
church is to manifest the palpable reality of the embodied presence of God on earth and this for the sake of blessing all of
creation. The power by which this happens is the love of God, which we know because of Jesus Christ. When the love of
God is unleashed in the relationships among the followers of Jesus, people will find themselves exclaiming, “God is really
among you!”
We always think about 1 Corinthians 13 as some kind of abstract poem when in reality it was very particularly addressed to
the problems in the Corinthians church. Try this inverse, antithetical interpretation of the text to get at what Paul was
addressing. Sin is impatient, sin is unkind. Sin envies, boasts, and is filled with pride. Sin dishonors others, is self-seeking,
is easily angered and keeps records of wrongs. Sin delights in evil and rejoices in lies. Sin never protects, never trusts,
never hopes, never perseveres. Sin always fails.
The opposite of love is not hate. It is sin. And the definition of sin is, “missing the mark of love.” It is the pervasiveness of
sin in our relationships that effectively says to others, “God is not really among us!”
Paul’s effort is not to bridle sin. It is to unleash love. Go back through the letter and see if this is not the case. All this stuff
about not eating food sacrificed to idols and sexual immorality and marriage and singleness and gifts and the body and so
on—it’s all about shepherding a group of people to live together in the power of the Holy Spirit to the end that the world
will exclaim, “God is really among you!”
THE PRAYER — Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom come. Your will be done, on Earth as it is
in Heaven. Let it be said of our lives, our families, our churches and even our cities, ““God is really among you!” We know
for it will not be said until it experienced as real. So make the love of God in Jesus Christ to be the palpable reality of our
existence. Come Holy Spirit and train me to repent in all the ways I must, to turn from sin and be infused with your love. I
pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
THE QUESTIONS
1
Do you find yourself managing sin or eradicating it in your life?
2
Evaluate this claim: The strength of your relationship with God will never exceed the love in your relationships
with others. True or false? Why?
3
“God is really among you!” Would that be the exclamation of people looking in on your church? Your family?
For the Awakening,
J.D. Walt
https://www.seedbed.com/big-reason-god-writes-us-letters/Sower-in-Chief
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“Welcome Back Home Sanctuary Service”

I hope and pray that this week’s newsletter finds you all in good health!
Our first Sunday of in-person worship starts this Sunday morning. For many, there will be a sigh of relief as we are
finally able to start meeting back to worship in our sanctuary. For others, the thought of changing from our casual at
home worship experience may come with worries about safety. I understand both feelings.
For those who desire to continue to worshipping from home, be assured that we will continue our Facebook
Livestream, YouTube uploads, radio transmissions, and Channel 13 broadcasts. We love and miss you, but we also
support and understand your decision.
Sanctuary Service — For those who will be joining us on our maiden voyage back into worshipping in our beautiful
sanctuary, we are implementing the bishop’s recommendations to keep the worship experience as safe as we can. The
bishop has set the in-person congregation size at 50 maximum with a service length ranging from 30-35 minutes. In
order to meet these ranges, we will utilize a reservation process. John Scott has prepared an online registration form.
You can either go to http://www.magnoliafumc.org/worship/worship-services or to the church web page at http://
www.magnoliafumc.org and follow the directions to the specific page. Once there you simply register each person and
you’re done. If you would prefer to call in to register, just call me, Pastor Gary, or anyone at the church office and we
will add your name to the reservation list.
Note: Our first service response will determine if we have enough interest to open up an earlier (9:30 a.m.) service to
accommodate more worshippers. Our first Sunday or two, we might not have our service length perfect, but we will
fine tune it in the weeks to come. The chapel will not be used until safety in a small space can be addressed.
Safety — We will have safety procedures in place. If you have a fever, are sick, or have been exposed to someone
with known COVID-19, we would respectfully ask that you stay safe at home. A questionnaire will be forthcoming in
an e-mail and at the door with temperature checks at our check-in station. Masks will be required. On a personal note,
I have been in three in-person worship services in a row last Sunday with a mask on for each service.
Blessings and please register in advance, so we know who will be with us for in-person worship.
Pastor Gary

THE MAGNOLIA
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Lectionary Texts for this Week
July 26, 2020

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts:

Genesis 29:15–28;
Psalm 105:1–11, 45b (UMH 828);
Romans 8:26–39;
Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52
Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and
generally of living things and the promise of new
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6)
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Some Positive Words from Bishop Mueller
“Want to Know?”

Want to know what God’s love is like? Look to Jesus. Want to know what God is up to?
Look to Jesus. Want to know how God wants you to treat others? Look to Jesus. Want to
know what God longs for you to experience? Look to Jesus. Want to know what God wants
you to do when people are hurting? Look to Jesus. Want to know what matters most to God?
Look to Jesus. Want to know the kind of character God wants you to develop?
Look to Jesus. Yes, look to Jesus and you will be amazed at how much you can learn about
God, you and your life.

