
THE MAGNOLIA FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

THE MAGNOLIA MESSENGER
Volume 2 Issue 27 July 12, 2020

“The True Mirror”

Special points of interest:

* “The True Mirror!”

*  Crossword - “Sizzlin’ 
Summer Days!”

*  Announcements!
* “What is…the Council of 
Bishops”

* Bishop Mueller - Guidelines

* Liturgical Colors and Misc.

Inside this issue:

The True Mirror!                 1

Crossword: “Sizzlin’ Summer 
Days!”                     2 

Announcements-                  3
Crossword Puzzle
Solution, and much more

Sermon Continued:           4-5

“What is…the Council of 
Bishops”.                              6

Updated Church - Guidelines.              
                     7

Liturgical Colors and Misc.  8

Continued on Page 4

This week’s passage is a 
challenging one to read,. It’s 
n o t o n l y C h a l l e n g i n g 
because it’s pretty difficult 
to follow it’s flow, but it’s a 
bit of a tongue-twister as 
well! So, with that thought 
in mind, let’s give it a whirl 
and see if we can’t take 
P a u l ’ s i n t r o s p e c t i v e 
thoughts and spiritual battles 
and see how they compare 
with our own daily lives!

Romans 7:15-25a “I don’t 
really understand myself, 
for I want to do what is 
right, but I don’t do it. 
Instead, I do what I hate. 
16 But if I know that what I 
am doing is wrong, this 
shows that I agree that the 
law is good. 17 So I am not 
the one doing wrong; it is 
sin living in me that does it. 
18 And I know that nothing 
good lives in me, that is, in 
my sinful nature. I want to 
do what is right, but I can’t. 
19 I want to do what is good, 
but I don’t. I don’t want to 
do what is wrong, but I do it 
anyway. 20 But if I do what I 
don’t want to do, I am not 
really the one doing wrong; 
it is sin living in me that 
does it. 21 I have discovered 
this principle of life—that 
when I want to do what is 
right, I inevitably do what is 
wrong. 22 I love God’s law 

with all my heart. 23 But 
there is another power 
within me that is at war with 
my mind. This power makes 
me a slave to the sin that is 
still within me. 24 Oh, what 
a miserable person I am! 
Who will free me from this 
life that is dominated by sin 
and death? 25 Thank God! 
The answer is in Jesus 
Christ our Lord…” (NLT)

Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarves is one of the most 
memorable fairy tales by the 
Brothers Grimm. It was first 
published in 1812 and was 
popularized by Walt Disney 
in the 1937 film of the same 
name. Due to its popularity, 
I suspect that most folks are 
aware of the Evil Queen's 
frequent consultations with 
a very special magical 
mirror. The queen would 
stand before the mirror and 
ask, "Mirror, mirror on the 
wall, who is the fairest of 
them all?" We know the rest 
of the story. 

Mirrors can be found on the 
w a l l s o f o u r h o m e s , 
b a t h r o o m s , p u b l i c 
restrooms, and dressing 
rooms. They help us to 
remove the spinach that’s 
stuck between our teeth and 
help us to look our very best 
as we prepare for our daily 

activities! Mirrors can be 
found on the windshields, 
and sides of our vehicles! 
They help us to keep safe 
and sound as we drive the 
highways and byways 
during our daily travels. 
W e ’ v e g o t m i r r o r s 
everywhere and they show 
us a pretty accurate picture 
of what we need to see! 

But back in Paul’s day the 
mirrors were very crude 
and ref lec ted back a 
somewhat distorted image. 
This is why he wrote in 1 
Corinthians 13:12 "For 
now we see in a mirror, 
dimly ..."

We might think we don’t 
h a v e s u c h a c c u r a c y 
problems these days with 
our high quality mirrors, 
but that’s probably because 
w e ’ v e n e v e r v i e w e d 
ourselves in what is known 
as a True Mirror. A “True 
Mirror” is the patented 
name for a type of mirror 
that reflects back what you 
truly look like to others, 
that is, not a reversed or 
"mirror" image, but an 
authentic view of yourself. 
So if you place a book in 
front of such a mirror, you 
will not see a reversed 
image of the writing but 
you will see perfectly 
readable print. The mirror 
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Across 
1. * The longest day of 
Summer
9. * Summertime Sound!
15. * Spell that's hot in 
Summer
16. Short Sleep
17. Scandinavian rug
18. ___ Lanka
20. * Summer Spot: Shore of 
the Sea
22. Mr. Stravinsky
25. ___ the Terrible
27. Have
29. Subdue
31. Word with Ad
33. Plural of I
35. Letters seen on certain 
brands of home appliances
36. Suva is the capital here
37. * Summer resort ocean
39. * Summertime Structures
42. Inclined
43. * Summertime drink: Iced 
___

44. Florentine painter Angelico
45. U2 Tune
46. Definite article
47. * Composer of many 
popular smash songs with 
Summery themes
52. * Something sizzling on a 
Summertime barbecue
54. Fare-___-Well
55. "End" Ending
56. Television hospital drama
57. Prof's helpers
58. Male Monarch
59. Canadian rock gr. which 
had this hit: "You Ain't Seen 
Nothing Yet"
60. Food
62. Straighten out
64. "Vega$" (TV) name
68. Zippo
70. Abbreviated word seen on a 
Memo
72. * Rode the waves of 
Summer
74. * Name associated with 
"Summertime"

78. Consequence indicator
79. * Protective lotion in 
Summer
Down 
1. "Hush!"
2. Poetic contraction
3. Professional wrestler 
The Rock is known for this: 
"____ the Smack Down"
4. Bachelor party
5. He (Initials) wrote "A 
Streetcar Named 
Desire" (1947)
6. State, for short, for Des 
Moines
7. Little résumés
8. Spooky
9. Letters on Skipper's boat
10. * Outdoor events in 
Summer
11. * Summertime Sign
12. Gray the Botanist
13. Little roads
14. * Head covering in 
Summer
19. III + I = ___
21. Tree Trunk Tidbits
23. Relating to the ear
24. Prince in India (var. 
sp.)
26. Winglike parts
28. * Outdoor Summer 
activities may be cancelled 
if it's bad
30. Something of the wrong 
size
32. Prefix to "Weekly"
33. * Summery Smash by 
The Surfaris
34. Shock treatment, for 
short
36. U.S. health 
organization
37. * Gardeners place them 
in their gardens in Summer
38. Devotees

40. Require
41. Simple Singsong: 
___-la-la
45. Bullring cheer
46. Three: Italian
47. * Pebbly Places 
when Summer Sizzles
48. * Summer camp skin 
eruption
49. Questionable word
50. Yesterday: Italian
51. Big City Light
53. Abbreviated word in 
front of Everest
58. Baby Branches
59. Six divided ___ 
equals three
61. Light switch choice
63. He wrote "Charlie 
and the Chocolate 
Factory" (1964): Roald 
___ (b.1916 - d.1990)
64. Bob Hope did variety 
shows for this assoc.
65. Robot play
66. Wrath
67. The Argonauts and 
The Roughriders are 
teams in this org.
69. Monetary unit in 
Romania
71. ___-tac-toe
73. Cul-___-Sac
75. Dr.'s assistant
76. Atomic #51
77. She (Initials) starred 
in "Eyes Wide 
Shut" (1999)
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July 2020 News and  Announcements 
We are at the mid-point of 
July and the heat, rain, and 
COVID-19 are still ever 
present a t regular ly- 
irregular intervals. Daily 
life seems to present us 
with some very unpleasant 
suprises on a daily basis. 
Therefore, we don’t know 
what each new day may 
bring, but thankfully, God 

is ever present as well! Some folks might be better 
guessers than others, but no one can predict the 
immediate future with 100% accuracy. With that 
said, we do know that not only the day but the many 
battles of life belong to the Lord of glory. It took me 
way too many years, but I have finally come to the 
realization that after I have done all that I can do, I 
need to stand firm in the faith and steadily rest in 
Him. If you do the same, you too will ultimately 
have the victory!     

Be blessed and bless others!   
Pastor Gary

 “Where Forgiveness Leads”

“We want to feel better about ourselves when we 
mess up. We want others – especially God – to tell 
us it’s okay and that all is well. And we want to be 
forgiven so it all goes away like it never happened. 
But too often we forget something essential in our 
haste to put whatever it is that we’ve done in our 
rearview mirror. Forgiveness, while essential to 
Jesus’ work, is part of a larger process. It begins 
with our realization of what we’ve done, and how it 
has hurt others and God. It continues as we repent; 
making amends and taking steps to head in a new 
direction. Then our hearts are prepared to receive 
forgiveness that comes as a gift and is never 
something we earn. But even this forgiveness is not 
the last word, because experiencing true forgiveness 
inevitably leads us to long for a transformed life. 
Sound complicated? Maybe. But even more 
importantly, it’s an essential piece of the abundant 

Volume 2 Issue 26

life Jesus longs for every human being to experience.”                            
Bishop Gary Mueller

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Sizzlin’ Summer” 
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“The True Mirror”
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Continued on Page 5

True Mirror allows you to see yourself as others see 
you, for better or for worse. 

Why all this talk about mirrors? This week marks the 
three-year anniversary of a trip Melissa and I took with 
some newly acquired relatives in Herrin, Illinois. 
Melissa’s mom Melva and her then newlywed husband 
John wanted us to travel to Herrin to visit with his 
family and his nearly 96 year-old, mom Lorraine. Ms. 
Lorraine has since go on to be with the Lord, but one of 
the things she mentioned during our visit stuck out to 
me. She said that over the past decade or so, she doesn’t 
like to look in the mirror anymore because the 
reflection she sees is no longer to her liking. How many 
are with her on that one? Our reflections are not what 
they used to be! 

I thought about Ms. Lorraine’s words and I thought 
about our Scripture for this morning and I wondered if 
we too might not like looking at our reflection in the 
Bible because it reflects back a true image of ourselves 
— an image that we might not care to see!

Paul caught a long hard look at himself through the lens 
of Holy Scripture and was pretty unhappy with the 
reflection that he saw! In Romans 7, he defines himself, 
his inner self, like this: “I don’t really understand 
myself, for I want to do what is right, but I don’t do it. 
Instead, I do what I hate.” (v. 15). In the verses that 
follow, he seems to describe a True Mirror view of 
himself, and interestingly, it's not about one image, but 
of two images. One is the person he wants to be — but 
isn't; and the other is the person he is — but doesn't 
want to be! 

Have you ever been in such a place? I have and 
numerous times! Those are the many, “I could kick 
myself” moments in life!  I believe that we can relate to 
what Paul writes in other passages about this war within 
himself and the frightening prospect of seeing ourselves 
through the true mirror of Holy Scripture.

As I read the following verses, silently ask yourself 
how your life looks in the true mirror of Holy Scripture, 
that is, are you living out the positive aspects of Holy 
Scripture or are you living out the negative aspects? By 
the way, you won’t really appreciate the negative 
aspects until the third passage.

1.) In Ephesians 5:17 we read, “Don’t act 
thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants 
you to do. ”

Off to a rough start already, eh?  Me too!  

We all have a self-centered bent that pulls us away 
from God and understanding what the Lord would 
have us to do, which most of us already know what 
to do. Our problem is not in knowing what to do, but 
in actually doing the Lord’s will in our lives!

Let’s try another one, how about… 

2.) Colossians 4:5 “Live wisely among those who 
are not believers, and make the most of every 
opportunity.”

Hmmm, looks like more trouble, doesn’t it? Make 
the most of every opportunity to be a witness of 
Christ through our lives, our words, and the love that 
we show!

More trouble!

Enough of these short verses, let’s get out the big 
guns and hear Paul’s words in Galatians 5 so we can 
get a more in-depth reflection of our lives. Please 
note that in this lengthy passage we will see an 
unattractive reflection and an attractive one, at least 
from God’ perspective! 

“For you have been called to live in freedom, my 
brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to 
satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom 
to serve one another in love. 14 For the whole law 
can be summed up in this one command: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you are always 
biting and devouring one another, watch out! 
Beware of destroying one another. 16 So I say, let the 
Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be 
doing what your sinful nature craves. 17 The sinful 
nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of 
what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires 
that are the opposite of what the sinful nature 
desires. These two forces are constantly fighting 
each other, so you are not free to carry out your 
good intentions. 18 But when you are directed by the 
Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law of 
Moses. 19 [Here’s where it gets serious about the 
negative aspects!] When you follow the desires of 
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“The True Mirror”

your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, 20 idolatry, 
sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of 
anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, 21 envy, 
drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let 
me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living 
that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
[That’s pretty obviously the bad true mirror reflection - 
okay, let’s look at the good reflection!]22 But the Holy 
Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
these things! 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to 
his cross and crucified them there. 25 Since we are living 
by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every 
part of our lives. 26 Let us not become conceited, or 
provoke one another, or be jealous of one another.”

Whew, that’s quite a list! So, how did you do? Do you 
reflect more of the Holy Spirit’s leading or do you 
reflect more of the desires of your sinful nature?

We all have been there and are probably still there to 
one degree or another! There are times when the Fruit of 
the Spirit have been dominant and at other times the 
desires of our sinful flesh have manifested themselves. 

In plain terms, we have blown it from time to time and 
we have also had victories as well!

There is a war raging inside of us and it is a battle for 
our hearts and minds! 

Most of us know the right thing to do, but we don't 
always do it, despite having that knowledge and then we 
kick ourselves later wondering why we can't live the 
way Jesus called us to live. 

Paul describes this as a power that’s at work inside of 
himself that causes him to wind up doing the wrong 
things. John Wesley similarly described it as a power 
that leaves us with a natural bent toward sinning.  

The first step to fixing our sin-stained image is to take 
some soul-searching honesty as we look into the mirror 
of Holy Scripture, as the Apostle Paul did.

Paul looked in the “True Mirror” of God’s Word and 
saw His true reflection and said, “Oh, what a miserable 

person I am! Who will free me from this life that is 
dominated by sin and death?” (verse 24)

Question: If the Apostle Paul could be afflicted 
with this sort of problem, what chance do we have 
to be the kind of person we want to be?  

Answer: On our own, the chances seem pretty slim 
to non-existent, but luckily we’re not on our own!  

Paul answered that very question, “Who will free me 
from this life that is dominated by sin and death?” 
He answered by saying, 25 “Thank God! The answer 
is in Jesus Christ our Lord…” 

Jesus has not only made the ultimate sacrifice on 
Calvary for the sins of this world, but He has sent 
the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to enable us to 
have the victory over sin and through His grace and 
mercy we “…can see and reflect the glory of the 
Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us 
more and more like him as we are changed into his 
glorious image.”  2 Corinthians 3:18

If this morning’s passage has made you take a closer 
look at yourself in the true mirror of God’s Word 
and you didn't like what you saw, then, like the 
Apostle Paul, you too can find victory in Jesus 
Christ!

Come to Him this day and you will grow in grace 
into the very image of our Lord Jesus Christ!

You have been blessed to be a blessing, so be one!

As someone once said, “In a Mirror we find a 
reflection of our appearance; In the Bible we see a 
reflection of the state of our soul.” 

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing. So be one!       

Pastor Gary
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“What is ... the Council of Bishops?”
This is a quick overview of the Council of Bishops and how it serves the United Methodist Church. 

There are three main bodies that govern the United Methodist Church. The General Conference, the 
Council of Bishops and the Judicial Council. The Council of Bishops consists of all active and 
retired bishops in the United Methodist church. In 2020, the church has 66 active bishops. The 
Council generally meets twice a year with additional meetings as needed. 

WHAT IS A BISHOP?

Each bishop oversees the mission and ministry of an episcopal area based on the direction set by 
General Conference and the local context. Bishops are elders elected by members of a jurisdictional 
or central conference. Bishops in the jurisdictional conferences in the United States are elected for 
life. In the central conferences in Africa, Asia and Europe, the term of their service as bishops varies 
and may require re-election. Bishops provides spiritual leadership to the global denomination as well 
as for the episcopal area of one or more annual conferences to which they are assigned.

Each bishop provides day-to-day leadership for the episcopal area for a four-year term. Within their 
areas, bishops preside over annual conference sessions and appoint ordained and licensed clergy to 
local churches and other places of service, including as district superintendents. By Discipline, 
bishops may serve two terms in one episcopal area and can be assigned for a third for missional 
purposes. Bishops are then assigned to a different episcopal area by their jurisdictional or central 
conference. Retired bishops no longer serve an episcopal area but continue to be a part of the 
council.

WHAT DOES THE COUNCIL DO?

Together, as the Council, they provide guidance in carrying out the church’s mission in the world as 
well as sharing in teaching, equipping and advocating for justice and unity. Additionally, the 
Council strives toward relationships with churches of Methodist and other traditions through 
ecumenical partnerships. The Council of Bishops also assigns bishops to the governing boards of 
general agencies and other ministerial bodies. The Council is led administratively by an executive 
committee, which includes a president and other officers. Every four years, the Council selects one 
bishop to present the episcopal address at General Conference. 

In summary, the Council of Bishops provides spiritual and temporal leadership to the overall church. 
By doing this, the Council of Bishops seeks to strengthen church to carry out its mission to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
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Updated COVID-19 Guidance from Bishop Mueller
June 22, 2020 Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

I am grateful to God for your faithfulness, creativity and concern for others during the current COVID-19 pandemic 
that continues in Arkansas. You have offered a powerful witness to God’s love as you have adapted ministry to the 
new and uncharted landscape of the coronavirus. However, we still have a long road to travel in the months ahead. 
Cases are increasing, the number of people hospitalized is steadily climbing, more people are on ventilators than 
ever before and the number of deaths is higher than at any time during the outbreak. 

The fact of the matter is that we are still in a crisis, and Governor Asa Hutchinson has extended the State of 
Emergency. As your Church Relaunch Team plans for a safe reopening, it is important to keep in mind the risks that 
church gatherings pose. Dr. Nate Smith, Secretary of Health for Arkansas, stated on Friday, June 19 that churches 
need to be especially diligent in protecting those who come because of the threats involved. 

I continue to be very concerned about the safety of those gathering in our churches for worship, study, discipleship 
formation and fellowship. In fact, it is highly likely that at least one person in any gathering has an active case of 
coronavirus and is capable of infecting others even if he or she is asymptomatic. This is why I continue to move 
much more slowly than other church leaders in re-opening our churches. If I were a pastor of a church right now, I 
would be doing everything possible to convince my lay leadership to wait until at least later this summer before 
resuming in-person church activities involving more than 10 persons. 

What follows is highlights of my latest guidance based on input from medical professionals, public officials, 
conversations and prayer. Complete and up-to-date guidance can be found at https://arumc.org/covid19/ . I hope and 
pray that you will see its wisdom and abide by it so that we keep as many people as possible as safe as possible. 

1. All churches must treat Governor Asa Hutchinson’s guidance for religious-based organizations issued May 4, 
2020 as a directive. 

2. All relaunch plans must be shared with your District Superintendent prior to being publicized. All relaunch 
plans must be approved by a congregation’s Board of Trustees before being implemented. 

3. Revised ARUMC Stage 2 will begin June 28, 2020. 

a. Masks must be worn indoors at all times. Post signs indicating that anyone who refuses 
to wear a mask will not be allowed to join in-person gatherings. Have a plan approved by the Board 
of Trustees for the actions that will be taken if an attendee refuses to wear a mask. 

b. Safe social distance seating of up to 50 persons is allowed for any indoor or outdoor in-person 
gathering. 

i. This maximum number of 50 is based on a request from the State of Arkansas in order to 
conduct tracing if someone with COVID-19 has been present at an in-person event. 

ii. Safe social distance seating can be calculated by taking the square footage of available 
seating space in a room (not total square footage in a room) and dividing it by 36 (which is 
the ‘safety bubble’ of six-by-six feet). If your sanctuary can accommodate safe social 
distance seating for 30 people, this is the maximum number of people who can gather in-
person. If your sanctuary can accommodate safe social distance seating for 200 people, 50 
is the maximum number of people who can gather in-person. No church, regardless of 
safe social distancing size, may have more than 50 people at an indoor or outdoor 
event during revised ARUMC Stage 2. 
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
July 12, 2020

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:

Genesis 25:19–34;                                  
Psalm 119:105–112 or Psalm 25       

(UMH 756);                                                     
Romans 8:1–11;                                

Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

 Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Updated COVID-19 Guidance from Bishop Mueller
a. Youth ages 12-18 can meet using the revised ARUMC Stage 2 Guidelines . 

b. No children’s activities or childcare shall be offered. Children may join their parents for 
other church gatherings. 

c. All church meetings must meet all ARUMC Stage 2 Guidelines 

d. Worship 

i. Worship, Bible studies and formation groups should continue to be livestreamed. 

ii. Worship services should be no longer than 30-35 minutes since contracting 
COVID-19 involves both distance from infected persons and duration of exposure. 

iii. All worship leaders and musicians may take off their masks while leading worship. 
All worship leaders must remain 12 feet apart. 

iv. There will be no congregational singing. 

v. Individually wrapped elements should be used for the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

vi. All weddings and funerals must meet all ARUMC Stage 2 Guidelines. 

Please contact your District Superintendent if you have any questions. 

I continue to pray for you, your staff, your congregation and those in your mission field as you make disciples of Jesus Christ, who 
make disciples, equipped and sent to transform lives, communities and the world. Bishop Gary Mueller


