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This week, we will be 
temporarily setting the 
parables aside for a very 
familiar account. It is the 
feeding of the 5,000 and is 
the one miracle recorded in 
all 4 gospels. By blending in  
some elements from John’s 
parallel gospel account, we 
will get a fuller picture!

A few years back someone 
wrote,“A basketball in my 
hands i s wor th about 
$19.00. A basketball in 
Michael Jordan’s hands is 
worth about $33 million 
dollars. It all depends on 
whose hands it’s in.” 

In our context, a piano in 
my hands isn’t much to 
listen to, but a piano (or 
organ) in Sharon’s hands is 
a delight to hear. You see, it 
all depends on whose hands 
it’s in. 

Two fish and 5 loaves of 
bread in my hands could 
make some fish sandwiches. 
But two fish and 5 loaves of 
bread in Jesus’ hands could 
feed thousands. It really 
does depend on whose 
hands it’s in. 

Jesus’ hands transformed 
everything that he touched. 
A blind man once lived in a 
world of darkness filled 
only with sounds, poverty, 
and hunger, but as his life 
was touched by Jesus’ 
hands, color and new life 
f looded in to h i s very 

existence. 

And in our Scripture reading 
for today, we can see yet 
aga in t ha t no th ing i s 
impossible, if God is in it. 
[ L u k e 1 : 3 7 t e l l s u s , 
“Nothing is impossible for 
God.” (CEB)]

Matthew 14:13-21 As soon 
as Jesus heard the news, he 
left in a boat to a remote 
area to be alone. But the 
crowds heard where he was 
headed and followed on foot 
from many towns. 14 Jesus 
saw the huge crowd as he 
stepped from the boat, and 
he had compassion on them 
and healed their sick. 15 That 
evening the disciples came 
to him and said, “This is a 
remote place, and i t’s 
already getting late. Send 
the crowds away so they can 
go to the villages and buy 
food for themselves.” 16 But 
Jesus said, “That isn’t 
necessary—you feed them.” 
17 “But we have only five 
loaves of bread and two 
f i sh !” they answered . 
18 “Bring them here,” he 
said. 19 Then he told the 
people to sit down on the 
grass. Jesus took the five 
loaves and two fish, looked 
up toward heaven, and 
b l e s s e d t h e m . T h e n , 
breaking the loaves into 
pieces, he gave the bread to 
t h e d i s c i p l e s , w h o 
d i s t r i b u t e d i t t o t h e 
people. 20 They all ate as 

much as they wanted, and 
afterward, the disciples 
picked up twelve baskets of 
leftovers. 21 About 5,000 
men were fed that day, in 
addition to all the women 
and children! (NLT)

The first words of this 
morning’s passage say, “As 
soon as Jesus heard the 
news, he left in a boat to a 
remote area to be alone.”

If you’re like me, then you 
will want to know what 
that news was. By reading 
Matthew 14 from verse 
one, you will learn that 
Jesus had just received the 
horrifying news that his 
cousin John had been 
murdered by Herod the 
Te t r a r ch . I c an on ly 
imagine the heartache and 
sadness that filled His 
heart. As anyone who had 
just received such sad 
news, Jesus needed some 
time alone. So, Jesus left 
the area and went by boat 
to a deserted place for 
some much needed time of 
prayer and reflection. 

But as Jesus left the area, 
the multitudes of people 
heard of His departure and  
followed Him around the 
northern shore of the Sea 
of Galilee, just to be with 
Him.   

Now, despite needing some 
time alone, upon seeing the 
multitude, He was moved 
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Across 
1. * It (with #52D) was 
vanquished by the 
conquistador, Hernán Cortés
6. * One would be propelled 
with oars (See #40A for a 
Related Clue)
10. taes a sekaT
14. Works hard
15. Cracker spread
16. Make-A-Word! _-c-_-i-e-
_-_ (Accomplish)
17. Mr. Chaney
18. Region
19. Make-A-Word! _-_-h-e-_-
_ (Warm up leftovers)
20. Bronze money
22. * smitciV rof yna wohs 
t'nod snialliV
24. Movie rating, for short
25. Canadian prov.
26. Q. "Is ___ _ baseball 
term?" A. "Yes."
28. 24 hr. banker
29. Not later
31. * King of the Huns who 
was feared for his savagery

33. Chic hit, with Freak
34. Well-nigh
36. Topping on a hamburger, 
without the "on"
37. Classic opera
39. Egg mass
40. * Battles for Berserkers
45. Suffix that means "Similar"
46. Office attire
47. Break one of the Ten 
Commandments
48. stah hsittocS
50. French pronoun (bkwds.)
51. * What the Conquerors often 
made the Conquerees do
54. Greenish-Blue ...all jumbled 
up?
56. Presidential monogram
57. trohs rof ,yrnopaeW
59. Green Light meaning
61. Ms. O'Donnell, for short
62. * Athenian who made harsh 
laws
64. Stir Fry need
65. Mr. Korbut
67. Appear to be
68. Will Smith movie
70. Nirvana hit: "Smells Like 

___ Spirit"
71. Root vegetable
72. * Conquer = To subdue 
or defeat by ___
74. Wooded hill
75. Glorious Garden
76. * Plunder (Take from 
the conquered)

Down 
1. * Enemies, often
2. dlrow s'yhtoroD
3. * The Treaties of ___: In 
1807, they were signed by 
the French with the 
Russians and with the 
Prussians after Napoleon's 
victories over Russia and 
Prussia
4. Jeff Lynne's gr.
5. "Teach Your Children" 
gr.
6. * Agesilaus II: King who 
was the commander of the 
army of ___ throughout 
most of its supremacy in 
Greece
7. Abbott & Costello 
movie: "Lost in a 
___" (1944)
8. Particular
9. Type of soup
10. * ___ II: King of 
Assyria and founder of the 
last Assyrian dynasty who 
deported the Israelites 
throughout Assyria, making 
them the "Lost Tribes of 
Israel"
11. * ___ Terrible (Russian 
tsar who reigned terror 
against upper nobility)
12. * With #11D
13. * To the Villages of the 
Vanquished, Villains would 
do it
21. slap ot ,nlocniL .rM
23. * In 40 A.D., his army 
plundered the inhabitants of 
Gaul

24. European river
27. tiB
29. * To conquer the 
Holy Land from the 
Muslims, European 
Christians took part in 
them (bkwds.)
30. * Ruthless Roman 
Ruler
32. Rest stops for 
travelers
33. Ms. Tyler the Actress
35. Perfume by Cacharel 
(bkwds.)
37. Stepped-on bug
38. "Yeah, right!"
40. * Member of a group 
that raided Roman 
territories
41. Belief
42. * Genghis ___ 
(Mongol conqueror --See 
#51D for a Related Clue)
43. * Thutmose ___: 
King of Egypt who 
conquered Syria
44. Subject matter, for 
short
49. * Oppressive ruler
51. * Mongol tribes, for 
example (bkwds.)
52. * See #1A
53. Sort of Sheep ...all 
shook up?
55. Atomic #27
56. Brother: French
58. * Conqueror of Satan 
= Michael the Arch___
60. Margarine
62. * How a law-breaker 
during the time of #62A 
would often wind up
63. Lummoxes
66. Styling product
67. * Jeanne d'Arc, e.g.
69. Parcel of land
73. Locale of L.A.
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August 2020 News and  Announcements 
“Are You Had Enough of 
COVID-19 Yet?” "Okay," 
you might be thinking, 
" I ' ve had enough o f 
COVID-19!" I agree with 
you 100%! I'm pretty well 
t i r e d o f i t t o o . M y 
weariness does not mean 
that I 'm going to be 
careless and disregard all 
of the safety protocols 

protecting us. That being said, I've also had enough 
of the negativity and blatant hatred that I see 
spewing forth in this world. Hopefully, you are tired 
of it too. So the question is, "What can we do to 
alleviate the hatred out there?" I know that it 
sometimes feels like a hopeless task. Despite that 
feeling, I believe we can make a difference. (1) We 
can pray to God that His peace, which passes all 
understanding, would fall upon the world. (2) You 
might counter and say that have "I've tried that, and 
it does not seem to be having an effect on the global 
hate meter." I answer and ask, "What if we faithfully 
pray that God's peace would so envelop us that we 
become walking, talking vessels of God's love and 
peace. That might not solve the global pandemic of 
hatred. Still, we might just become infectious 
enough to touch another soul we meet during our 
daily lives!   

Be blessed and bless others!  
Pastor Gary 

“God Wants You!”

“It’s really pretty simple. God wants you. God 
wants you to experience how much God loves 
you. God wants you to dive into a relationship 
with Jesus that changes everything about how 
you see yourself, others, your life and God. God 
wants you to be touched by the Holy Spirit so 
deeply that you see things you’ve never seen, 
feel things you’ve never felt, understand things 
you’ve never understood, act in ways you’ve 

Volume 2 Issue 30

never acted, love in ways you’ve never loved, are 
filled with joy in ways you’ve never been filled 
with joy and serve in ways you’ve never served. 
And God wants you to have all of this – and so 
much more – beginning right now.”
                            

Bishop Gary Mueller

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Heroes and Villains”
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“The Feeding of the 5,000”
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Continued on Page 5

with compassion for them. He loved them by healing 
the sick, teaching, preaching, and eventually filling 
their hungry bellies.

With that overvew of the day in mind, allow me to 
personalize some of the inspiration I received from a 
sermon by Pastor Robert Morris’ sermon. 

Let’s step back in time for a moment and see if we can’t 
put ourselves in the place of one of the disciples present 
that day. As a brief word of preface, some churches use 
a pulpit search committee to find a new pastor. Since 
United Methodist Churches are under an appointment 
system, rather than a call system, this might seem 
foreign but the concept is easily understood. 

Imagine that there was a Messiah search committee 
some 2,000 years ago... 

After carefully scouring the countryside, the committee 
found Jesus of Nazareth. This Jesus has been teaching 
like no one else, healing the sick, cleansing lepers, and 
casting out demons. Those qualifications are pretty 
impressive, so the search committee invites Jesus to 
preach on Sunday morning. 

The Sunday morning service prompty starts at 10:45 
a.m.  and Jesus begins preaching a powerful sermon.  
The congregation is impressed and deeply moved by 
the words of His message. The noon hour rolls around 
and Jesus is still preaching. Then 1:00 o’clock, then 
2:00, then 3:00, then 4:00, then 5:00 o’clock and He is 
still going strong with no signs of winding down.

It’s obviously getting late and your small band of 
disciples decided to form one of the most beloved of all 
United Methodist groups, we know it as the committee.

The committee’s discussion may have gone something 
like this. One of the members could have said, “It’s 
getting late and I’m starting to get really hungry. We 
missed lunch and now dinner seems like we’ll miss that 
too! What should we do?” You say, “Hey, I’ve got an 
idea. Let’s tell Jesus that the people are hungry, because 
He seems to care more about the people than us!”

The other disciples all agree that this is a great idea, but 
unfortunately for you, the other disciples elect you to go 
present this great idea to Jesus!

Reluctantly you go and approach Jesus during one of 
His water breaks and you say, “Excuse me, Lord, we 

are really enjoying this series of messages that you 
are bringing to us all in one day.” “They have been 
really good, but we were thinking that the people 
might be getting hungry.” I mean, we could go all 
night, but we’re worried about the people. We’re 
thinking that you should dismiss the service and let 
the people go home and get something to eat.”

Jesus looks at you with His loving eyes and asks 
you, “Are you and the others that concerned about 
the people being hungry?” “Yes, Lord,” you answer.  

Jesus answered and said, “That’s so sweet of you and 
the other disciples, so you go feed them!”

“Excuse me, Lord?” you blurt out.  “Yes, you and 
the other disciples feed the people.” Jesus said.

Now you have to go back to your comrades and tell 
them what Jesus said.

Upon approaching the other disciples, they ask, 
“Did you tell him the people were hungry?”

“Yes, I told Him” And so they ask, “So what did He 
say?”

Stumblingly, you answer “He told us to feed 
them!” [mumble first]

What?  “He told us to feed them!”

Luckily, there’s a little kid walking by with a Long 
John Silver sack containing two pieces of fish and 
five biscuits. So you say to the others, “This is great!  
All we have to do is tell Jesus that this little bit of 
food is all we have and He will have to dismiss the 
service!”

So you go back to Jesus and report, “Lord, we’ve 
been working on the problem but we can only locate 
two pieces of fish and five biscuits. That's all we 
have, so we think you ought to go ahead and dismiss 
the service."

“Two fish and five biscuits, right?” “Yes, Lord,” you 
answer with a barely disguised smile. 

“Okay, have them sit down in groups of 50…”

“Excuse me!”  “Yes. Have them sit down in groups 
of 50." 
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“The Feeding of the 5,000”
“Lord, we don't have a lot of these snack packs. We just 
have this one. That’s all that we have and we only have 
half of a roll left because Peter ate most of them. I tried 
to stop him Lord, but I couldn’t!” 

According to John’s account, Jesus is unconvinced and 
tells the disciples to have the crowd sit down in groups 
of 50!

So the next thing on your “to-do” list is to direct some 
10,000 plus people to sit down in groups of 50!  Think 
about the logistics of such a situation. Have you ever 
tried working with people? They’re not always very 
cooperative!

But somehow, you and the other disciples manage to 
accomplish this task.

So how did this miracle come about? It was a miracle, 
so the actual multiplication will always be a divine 
secret, but how it came to pass is interesting.  Assuming 
the silliness of only having one-half of a biscuit left, 
Jesus lifts that remaining piece of bread toward heaven, 
gives thank, and breaks the bread in half.  He then gives 
the half of the half back to Peter and instructs him to 
give it out to the gathered multitude.

in Our contrived scenarion, Peter asks Jesus, “Are you 
through praying?” “Yes, Peter.” 

Seeing the same unchanged small piece of bread  Peter 
asks, “Do you think you should pray some more?

“No, Peter it has already been blessed.  Now, go pass it 
out to the people.”

Can you imagine Peter going to the first person in one 
of the many groups of 50 with that little hunk of bread?  
He might say to the first one in a row, “Take a little 
piece of the bread. No, not that much! I said, take a little 
piece!"

But by the time Peter gets to the end of the first row, he 
notices that the bread is growing back to, or even 
exceeding, its beginning size.

Please notice that, although the miracle began with 
Jesus, it did not manifest as a miracle until it was in the 
hands of the disciples, as the faithfully did as Jesus 
commanded.

As the hymn says, “Little Is Much When God Is in It” 

And so with that little bit of bread and fish, 
something great happened!As we saw in the 
Parable of the Mustard Seed, the disciples were to 
take the little they had and allow God to bless and 
multiply it into something great! If we take our little 
bit of time, talent, gifts, and finances and bring them 
to Jesus for the Kingdom, then we can see great 
things begin to happen from our humble resources!

“Wait,” You might be thinking “that the ‘little’ I 
have to offer to God and the world is me!”

If that’s you, then fear not because I have 
experienced some of those negative thoughts as 
well. You might be thinking, “I'm not good 
enough...or talented enough...or brave enough...or 
strong enough to make a difference in my 
community, let alone the world!”  Well, yes, most of 
us alone might not have enough of what we think is 
needed to make a difference, but with God, we can 
do all things through Christ Jesus who strengthens 
us. (Paraphrase of Philippians 4:13)

But if we would just do as the disciples did by being 
faithful in following Jesus’ instructions, we would 
realize that we have more than enough through 
Christ to do what He has commanded us to do.

The promise of “The Feeding of the Five 
Thousand” is that, if we join together in unity and 
faithfulness, God will be with us.  

Are you ready to be so hungry for Jesus and His 
love that we follow His commands?  I hope and pray 
that the answer is a faithful, “Yes Lord, I am ready 
to use the little that I am and have in whatever way 
you see fit!” 

Remember always that you have been blessed to be 
a blessing. So take the “little” that you have and be 
one! 

Pastor Gary
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By Carolyn Moore — July 20, 2020

Key Observation: “Aim at Heaven, and you will get earth ‘thrown in’: aim at earth, and you will get neither.” —C. S. Lewis
• Take some time to read Luke 9:1–2.
• What are the key phrases from these two verses? What is the priority?
• How do you hear Jesus’ voice when you imagine him giving these instructions to his followers? Is he enthusiastic? 

Serious? Passionate? Concerned?
• What word would you use to describe him? What word would you use to describe the Twelve as they listen to 

Jesus?

The only power worth pursuing is power borrowed from faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ. Life is too short, your time too 
limited, and your skills too valuable to be spent on anything less than kingdom work accomplished in kingdom power. I’m 
thinking about that famous quote from C. S. Lewis: “Aim at Heaven and you will get earth ‘thrown in’: aim at earth and 
you will get neither.” Addressing the physical needs and emotional discomforts of people without offering them the good 
news of Jesus Christ is like aiming for earth instead of heaven. In other words, we have a Person-centered faith, not a 
people-centered faith. We love people, and we are passionate about the things that break God’s heart. But to have anything 
of value to offer people, we have to go through the heart of God to the Person of Jesus. Otherwise, we’ll land short of the 
kingdom.

This is exactly what Jesus warned his followers at the end of Luke 9.
He essentially said, “You will have a thousand excuses for why you can’t do this. You’ll be glad to do good things on your 
own steam, but you will not want the cost of proclaiming the kingdom. And, friend, while that may provide temporary 
relief, it will be devastating in the long run. To get to life—real life—you will have to carry the whole gospel.”

Read Luke 9:57–62. Read verse 60 again.

• What do you think Jesus meant by his response?
• Is there more than one possible meaning at work here?

In my Bible, I’ve written the word paralysis in big red letters above these verses. Luke, who gave us example after example 
of people who got right up to the line of surrender, froze. It’s as if the idea of going with Jesus was more appealing than the 
reality. It reminds me of the scene where Moses talked to God face-to-face (Ex. 33:12–23). God tested him at just this 
point, saying, effectively, “I’m not going with you, because you are a stubborn bunch” (my paraphrase of Exodus 33:3). 
Moses got alone with God, shared intimately in his presence, and then responded with one of the most profound questions 
in the Old Testament, maybe the whole Bible. He asked, “If your Presence does not go with us . . . how will anyone know 
that you are pleased with me and with your people . . . ? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other 
people on the face of the earth?” (vv. 15–16).

It’s a profound question. What exactly makes us—the church—any different from any other well-run nonprofit, or even the 
nonprofits that aren’t run so well? If God isn’t in it and if we aren’t intimately aware of his presence among us, what makes 
us any different? Brothers and sisters in Christ, I have late-breaking news for you. You’re not in church to learn how to run 
a nonprofit. You’ve been called to step into a great move of the Holy Spirit, a move that will often take you way outside 
your comfort zone. “How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us?” 
There’s to be no waffling, no shirking back, no getting ahead of God. Either go with Jesus, or don’t go at all. 
This is the essence of the charge in Luke 9:1–2. It is Jesus who sent his followers out with his power and authority—the 
power and authority from his own stash that he laid on them. It is Jesus, who sent them out with his truth.
Proclaim the kingdom, he told them. To proclaim the kingdom is to proclaim Jesus. So it turns out that truth is not a set of 
facts; truth is a person.

Do you know that truth? Do you have a personal experience of him? If someone showed up at your table in Starbucks and 
asked you the reason for your hope, what would you tell them? Think it’ll never happen? Did I mention that I’m sitting at 
Starbucks right now, across the table from my atheist friend? If you don’t already have a simple way to share the gospel 

The Truth Our World Needs Is a Person
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“Welcome Back Home Sanctuary Service”

I hope and pray that this week’s newsletter finds you all in good health! 

Our first Sunday of in-person worship starts this Sunday morning. For many, there will be a sigh of relief as we are 
finally able to start meeting back to worship in our sanctuary. For others, the thought of changing from our casual at 
home worship experience may come with worries about safety.  I understand both feelings.  

For those who desire to continue to worshipping from home, be assured that we will continue our Facebook 
Livestream, YouTube uploads, radio transmissions, and Channel 13 broadcasts. We love and miss you, but we also 
support and understand your decision.

Sanctuary Service — For those who will be joining us on our maiden voyage back into worshipping in our beautiful 
sanctuary, we are implementing the bishop’s recommendations to keep the worship experience as safe as we can. The 
bishop has set the in-person congregation size at 50 maximum with a service length ranging from 30-35 minutes. In 
order to meet these ranges, we will utilize a reservation process. John Scott has prepared an online registration form. 
You can either go to http://www.magnoliafumc.org/worship/worship-services or to the church web page at http://
www.magnoliafumc.org and follow the directions to the specific page. Once there you simply register each person and 
you’re done. If you would prefer to call in to register, just call me, Pastor Gary, or anyone at the church office and we 
will add your name to the reservation list. 

Note: Our first service response will determine if we have enough interest to open up an earlier (9:30 a.m.) service to 
accommodate more worshippers. Our first Sunday or two, we might not have our service length perfect, but we will 
fine tune it in the weeks to come. The chapel will not be used until safety in a small space can be addressed.

Safety — We will have safety procedures in place.  If you have a fever, are sick, or have been exposed to someone 
with known COVID-19, we would respectfully ask that you stay safe at home. A questionnaire will be forthcoming in 
an e-mail and at the door with temperature checks at our check-in station.  Masks will be required.  On a personal note, 
I have been in three in-person worship services in a row last Sunday with a mask on for each service.  

Blessings and please register in advance, so we know who will be with us for in-person worship.

Pastor Gary

http://www.magnoliafumc.org/worship/worship-services
http://www.magnoliafumc.org
http://www.magnoliafumc.org
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
August 9, 2020

Tenth Sunday After Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:

Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28;                            
Psalm 105:1–6, 16–22, 45b (UMH 828); 

Romans 10:5–15;                              
Matthew 14:22–33

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

The Truth Our World Needs Is a Person
with someone, try reading these sermons from some of the first followers of Jesus:

• Peter’s sermon in Acts 2:14–40
• Stephen’s sermon in Acts 7:1–53
• Paul’s sermon in Acts 13:17–39

I’m so grateful for the faith of powerfully courageous men and women who laid down their lives for the sake of this 
precious, life-giving, miracle-working good news. What a privilege it is to stand on their shoulders and find our place 
in that great cloud of witnesses!

Listening to the Word

Is your heart full of a desire to do good things for people, or is your heart full of Jesus? Because your mouth will 
speak what your heart is full of. The beauty of the gospel is that when rightly ordered, one will lead to the other. A 
heart full of Jesus will lead to a desire to do good things for people! So, are you deeply, passionately, all-out in love 
with Jesus? If you cannot honestly say right now that you are in love with Jesus, then please stop everything and cry 
out to God, asking him to restore (or give) you a fresh passion for him. Ask for it. Flat-out ask. Don’t wait. Don’t 
hedge. Jesus wants your heart, so this is a prayer he is likely to answer.

http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html
https://store.seedbed.com/products/supernatural?_fs=aab925b1-257e-4937-9e07-574a4bd26a0c

