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Matthew 13:1-3 and 44 
Later that same day Jesus 
left the house and sat beside 
the lake. 2 A large crowd 
soon gathered around him, 
so he got into a boat. Then 
he sat there and taught as 
the people stood on the 
shore. 3 He told many stories 
in the form of parables, such 
as this one:
44 “The Kingdom of Heaven 
is like a treasure that a man 
discovered hidden in a field. 
In his excitement, he hid it 
again and sold everything 
he owned to get enough 
money to buy the field.”

This week, we continue 
thinking our way through 
the parables of Jesus, as 
recorded in Matthew 13. 

As a quick reminder of what 
a biblical parable is, "A 
parable is an earthly story 
with a heavenly meaning."

This morning, we'll focus 
our attention on the Parable 
of the Hidden Treasure, it's 
a parable which gives us a 
p i c t u r e o f t h e 
incomparable worth of 
the Kingdom of God.

Let's re-read just verse 
44, “The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like a treasure 
that a man discovered 
hidden in a field. In his 
excitement, he hid it again 
and sold everything he 
owned to get enough money 

to buy the field."
I believe that this parable 
needs to be understood from 
three vantage points:

1.) What it means from a 
historical perspective!
2.) What it doesn't mean!
3.) What it should mean to 
us!

I. Historical Perspective —

To Jesus ' f irst-century 
hearers this parable made 
perfect sense, but to our 
modern ears, a flurry of 
questions might quickly 
a r i s e i n o u r 
minds...questions such as:

1.) A man discovers a 
treasure hidden in a field?  
Huh? 

2.) Who in their right mind 
would hide a treasure in a 
field? 

3.) Why not just put it in a 
safe place like a bank?

Well, let’s consider those 
questions...

While it's true that there 
were banks in existence, 

Jesus' average listener was 
unlikely to have used a 
b a n k a s a m e a n s o f 
protect ing his or her 
valuables.  Most folks 
would just bury their 
money and other valuables 
in the ground for safe-
keeping! By the way, there 
is an old rabbinic saying 
which says, "The only safe 
repository for money is the 
earth."

If in doubt about this 
notion, let's consider the 
Parable of the Talents...

Remember the person who 
was eventually referred to 
as the "wicked and lazy" 
servant?  He was afraid to 
lose his master's money by 
investing it. So what did he 
do with the cash?  He hid it 
in the safest place he could 
think of...he buried it in the 
earth!

History tells us that this 
was a ordinary, everyday 
practice that became even 
more important when one's 

homeland became a 
battlefield in times of 
war and conflict! 
Since Israel has quite 
a history of being a 
fought-over piece of 
real estate, it was 
common for folks to 
hide their valuables in 
the ground before 

fleeing or fighting. They 
did this with the hopes that 
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Across 
1. * It's connected to a leg
5. "Hey, there!"
9. Type of undergarment
12. Lowest point
13. Roofed colonnade
14. Blemish
15. * Fold on the Face
17. Record label
18. Shred
19. Letter
20. * Relating to the 
Wrist
22. * Hair remover
23. * Heard in a Throat 
Doctor's Waiting Room: 
"___ the best reputation in 
town. I know I'll soon be 
able to sing again!"
24. * Something on a #1A
26. * Something from a 
Smile

28. * Voice quality
29. Mr. Griffin, and others
30. * Duct gland
34. Doctor's org.
35. * Word with Intestine
37. Illuminated
38. * Trachea
41. * The stomach digests 
them
43. Craze
44. * Something studied by 
Ophthalmologists
46. * Leg part
49. Put to use
50. Cheese
51. * Type of Tissue
53. Particular Principle
56. Just about
57. Alphabet letters
58. * Voice box
60. Do Others connecter
61. Ms. Peeples, and others

63. Stringy (var. sp.)
64. Path (abbr.)
65. Life and Scrabble, 
for example
66. Sound made by a 
furry friend
Down 
1. Ms. Wray, and 
others
2. Keats wrote them
3. * Stuff in the Skin
4. * Some pump iron to 
build them up
5. The Beatles song: 
"___ I Love You"
6. * Things a #1A can 
take
7. * Animal body
8. * Spinal Column part
9. * Puffiness in a 
Person
10. Magnitude relation
11. Mindful
12. Word in the Social 
Pages
14. * Something on a 
hand
16. Arlene or Roald
21. Ms. Dawn Chong
23. Music Store letters
25. Abbr. with a 
business name
26. Ms. Moore
27. Persia
28. Chase after
29. * Mouth, 
informally
30. It means "Before"
31. People from "The 
Time Machine"

32. Opera
33. Roads, for short
35. * Connective 
tissue
36. Imitate
39. * Heard in an Ear 
Doctor's office: 
"Now, I'm going to 
examine the ear___ 
see how it's doing 
since your last 
checkup."
40. Buddy
41. * Body part
42. Choose
44. Roman Numerals 
for 1,090
45. * Utter in an 
extremely loud voice
46. * Skeleton part
47. * Injured 
Athlete's comment: 
"___ know when my 
broken collarbone 
will heal, coach."
48. Moisten Meat
49. Literary 
composition
52. Freshwater 
mussel
53. Printed mistake
54. Over again
55. * Skin product, 
with "5"
59. * Fish eggs
62. He (Initials) 
directed 
"Jaws" (1975)
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August 2020 News and  Announcements 
“The Power is out!  What 
else?” There’s an old 
saying, “When it rains, it 
p o u r s . ” T h i s p a s t 
Thursday, Hurricane Laura 
b r o u g h t d e a t h a n d 
destruction as it swept 
through numerous cities in 
L o u s i a n a , T e x a s , 
Arkansas, and beyond. I 
thought about this as I sat 

in the parsonage. There was no power, humidity 
rising, and a sudden urge for a hot cup of coffee! 
(It’s funny how that urge for a hot cup of coffee only 
arose when I couldn’t brew a cup!) I decided to 
venture out of the parsonage for a quick trip to the 
Flying Burger for a hot meal and to charge my 
phone and tablet. As I sat there with cheeseburger in 
hand, I pondered the day. My first thought was to 
pray for those in the path of death and destruction, 
the next was for our church members, friends, and 
family to be safe and sound. That might sound like 
an adequate prayer, but as my  title suggests, “The 
Power is Out! What Else?” There is plenty else! My 
thoughts also went to those who daily weather 
storms of a different nature. Those are the storms of 
heartbreak, depression, loneliness, and the 
hopelessness that lies beyond even those emotions. 
As we consider our momentary afflictions and 
worries, let us ever be looking for ways to be a daily 
support for those for whom the storms of life arise 
daily. Let us pray for them, love them, and be a 
friend in need! 

Be blessed and bless others!  
Pastor Gary 

“Faith”

“You probably don’t like to admit it, but the fact of 
the matter is that you wonder where God is some 
days. Sometimes, you feel this way because the huge 
problems the world is experiencing seem to get 
worse instead of better. At other times, it’s because 
you’ve done something you know disappoints God. 
And then there are those moments when something 

Volume 2 Issue 34

painful happens that leaves you feeling powerless and 
absolutely alone. But here’s reality. God has not given 
up on the world. God still loves you. God is always 
with you. And faith is choosing to believe that this 
God is present and at work even as you wonder where 
God is.”
                            

Bishop Gary Mueller

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Anatomy”
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after the conflict was over, they could easily dig up their 
buried treasures for their use once again.  

The Jewish historian Josephus writes of "the gold and 
the silver and the rest of the most precious furniture 
which the Jews had, and which the owners treasured up 
underground against the uncertain fortunes of war."

Sometimes, these folks made it back to unearth their 
buried treasures, but other times, they were the warfare 
victims. So their valuables laid undisturbed until some 
lucky digger unearthed their hidden treasures!

Anyone who heard this parable in Jesus' day would 
have understood it quite well!

That was the first half verse 44, let's now take a look at 
the second half of it!

In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he 
owned to get enough money to buy the field.  Matthew 
13:44b

First of all, it appears that the man in this parable was 
not looking to find a hidden treasure on someone else's 
property, but he would seem to have found it by chance 
as a result of diligently going about his daily business!

According to the Jewish law referred to as Halakhah 
(hah-low--khah) regarding hidden treasure, if you find 
it on public land and it's unmarked, you can keep it!  If 
it is marked in some way, you must find the owner.  If, 
however, it is natural (unmarked), like a gold nugget, a 
diamond, or so forth, then it belongs to the owner of 
that land. That's why the finder of the treasure bought 
the land. So that he would own the land and the treasure 
contained therein!

II. So that's the historical perspective, but what's 
this I said about, "What It Doesn't Mean?”

Though the language of this parable suggests "buying" 
the field with the treasure in it, Jesus was not teaching 
that a person can buy their way into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. At the time Jesus told this parable, the high 
purchase price was yet to be paid on Calvary. However, 
following His sacrifice was the price paid for all time! 

We must always keep in mind that a parable is an 
earthly story with a heavenly meaning!

Let's look at a few other Scriptures that speak about 

buying:

• In Revelation 3:18, we are advised to "...buy 
from Christ refined gold, white garments 
and eye salve."  

• In Proverbs 23:23, we are advised to "... buy 
t r u t h , w i s d o m , i n s t r u c t i o n a n d 
understanding.”

I hope that you won't misinterpret these passages as 
some sort of divine E-Bay transaction!  If you did, 
then here’s the price tag...

• In Isaiah 55:1,  “Is anyone thirsty? Come 
and drink—even if you have no money!  
Come, take your choice of wine or milk—it’s 
all free!”  (NLT)

This parable's emphasis is not on the purchasing 
price of the field but of the incredible value of the 
treasure hidden there!

III. Okay, so What It Does Mean!

There are two main aspects to it...chance discovery 
and incomparable value!

1.) Chance Discovery — Perhaps you've 
experienced a chance discovery of Jesus in your life 
as well!

Many years ago, I remember when I was stationed at 
Fort Ord, California, during my service in the US 
Army.  I lived a few blocks from the Pacific Ocean, 
and I distinctly remember one beautiful day when I 
was busily engaged in one of my pastimes, 
surfing...channel surfing, that is!

Mind you now, I wasn't looking for anything beyond 
a funny television show. Still, I came across a 
religious broadcast that really caught my attention 
and set me on a course of seeking God and 
eventually finding the ultimate treasure of all, Jesus 
Christ!

Call it a chance discovery or divine providence, but 
there I was coming face to face with the God of the 
Universe when all I was looking for was a sitcom!  I 
don't know what you would call it, but I call it God's 
amazing grace!  
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Some may discover Jesus by chance as I did, while 
others grew up in a Christian home and experienced His 
love, mercy, and grace gradually...

2.) Worth It All - so, was it worth it to me? By all 
means, Yes! The road less traveled is so much better 
that it makes me wonder if we haven't forgotten how 
much better our lives could be by exchanging some of 
our passing earthly pleasures for the higher road of 
spiritual health and happiness?

Knowing Christ as your Lord and Savior is far superior 
to anything that you might experience in this world and 
well worth trading all of the seemingly "tasty" treasures 
of this world for the Lord of glory!

Let’s take a moment and see what Paul thought about 
Christ compared to earthly treasures...

In Philippians 3:8-9a Paul writes, "Yes, everything else 
is worthless when compared with the infinite value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so 
that I could gain Christ 9 and become one with him."

2 Corinthians 4:7 “We now have this light shining in our 
hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars 
containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that 
our great power is from God, not from ourselves.”

Colossians 2:3 "In him lie hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge."

How much do you treasure the kingdom of heaven?  

What is causing interference and decreasing the 
value of the Kingdom of Heaven in your life?

Jesus said, " For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also" Matthew 6:21

He also said,  “A good person produces good things 
from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil 
person produces evil things from the treasury of an 
evil heart. What you say flows from what is in your 
heart.” Luke 6:45

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 
field.  

Have you found the Kingdom of Heaven?

or... 

Will you miss the Kingdom of Heaven for the sake of 
worldly treasures?   

Have you hidden it within your heart?  

Have you bought into it with all your life? 

If you haven't found it, you can come today by 
confessing and believing in Jesus Christ and enter 
the Kingdom. If you have already confessed and 
believed in Jesus, you can "re-value" the Kingdom 
in your everyday life, above all else.

Remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary
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Compiled by Steve Seamands August 21, 2020

In recent decades, spiritual warfare has returned to the forefront of the church’s consciousness. The 
following book list of recommended reading on spiritual warfare can help leaders and laypeople 
develop the necessary biblical and theological foundations, as well as be equipped with strategies and 
tools for engaging in the practice of spiritual warfare. Above all, any engagement with literature on 
spiritual warfare must grow our love for God and awareness of Christ’s victory over evil through 
spiritual warfare.

General Books on Spiritual Warfare

Neil Anderson – The Bondage Breaker: Overcoming Negative Thoughts, Irrational Feelings, Habitual 
Sins
Clinton Arnold – Three Crucial Questions about Spiritual Warfare
James Beilby & Paul Eddy, editors – Understanding Spiritual Warfare: Four Views
Charles Kraft – The Evangelical’s Guide to Spiritual Warfare
C.S. Lewis – The Screwtape Letters
Tom White – The Believer’s Guide to Spiritual Warfare

Biblical Foundations

Michael Heiser – The Unseen Realm: Recovering the Supernatural Worldview of the Bible
Anthony Lane, editor – The Unseen World: Christian Reflections on Angels, Demons and the 
Heavenly Realm
Stephen Noll – Angels of Light, Powers of Darkness: Thinking Biblically about Angels, Satan & 
Principalities
Sydney Paige – Powers of Evil: A Biblical Study of Satan and Demons
Deliverance Ministry
Neil Anderson – The Steps to Freedom in Christ: A Biblical Guide to Help You Resolve Personal and 
Spiritual Conflicts and Become a Fruitful Disciple of Jesus
David Appelby – It’s Only a Demon: A Model of Christian Deliverance
Charles Kraft – Deep Wounds, Deep Healing & Two Hours to Freedom
Neal Lozono – Unbound: A Practical Guide to Deliverance
Francis MacNutt – Deliverance from Evil Spirits: A Practical Manual
Corporate Level Warfare (Churches, Cities, Nations)
John Dawson – Healing America’s Wounds: Discovering Our Destiny
George Otis, Jr. – The Twilight Labyrinth: Why Does Spiritual Darkness Linger Where It Does? & 
Informed Intercession: Transforming Your Community Through Spiritual Mapping and Strategic 
Prayer
Russ Parker – Healing Wounded History: Reconciling Peoples and Healing Places
—

Best Books on Spiritual Warfare

Continued on Page 8

https://www.seedbed.com/author/steve-seamands/
https://amzn.to/3hur32Q
https://amzn.to/3hur32Q
https://amzn.to/3aRGwaT
https://amzn.to/2YkjIf2
https://amzn.to/326zKde
https://amzn.to/3hjg1xp
https://amzn.to/3aJnV0C
https://amzn.to/31hb4j5
https://amzn.to/2Qd2Zpp
https://amzn.to/2Qd2Zpp
https://amzn.to/3gkrJXn
https://amzn.to/3gkrJXn
https://amzn.to/3hvJLrf
https://amzn.to/3hvJLrf
https://amzn.to/32efXbZ
https://amzn.to/3hiVWHH
https://amzn.to/31fuBjS
https://amzn.to/34kqjd2
https://amzn.to/2CQT8CG
https://amzn.to/31eeUto
https://amzn.to/3ghByoU
https://amzn.to/31hZfcE
https://amzn.to/31hZfcE
https://amzn.to/3j54phU
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Update From Bishop Mueller

August 14, 2020

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

I continue to thank God for your ministry in the midst of the challenges of Covid-19. You have been 
creative, innovative, positive and willing to adapt to a reality none of us were prepared to face. Thank you 
for all you are doing.

I have worked diligently to keep you up to date since the earliest days of the pandemic. This letter is 
another attempt to be current in my communication with you.

1 We remain in ARUMC Stage 2, which means my basic guidance has not changed. I will wait 
until early September to determine whether it is time to move beyond Stage 2. We need to see how the 
reopening of schools and Labor Day Weekend impacts the number of cases. 

2 The one change in previous guidance that I am making concerns congregational singing. I 
believe recent data makes it clear that it is safe to have congregational singing if social distancing is 
occurring and masks are being worn. Let me be clear, wearing masks is imperative because singing 
without them greatly increases the spread of the illness. Having said this, I understand that some of you 
may still choose to refrain from singing for the immediate future.

3 All Charge Conferences will be held by Zoom this fall in order to be cautious during a time 
when health professionals indicate Covid-19 may be spiking again. Any exceptions to this will need to be 
arranged with your District Superintendent.

4 Conference Staff continue to carry out the majority of their work remotely. However, a ‘rolling 
schedule’ has been established where staff are spending limited time in the office. I am so proud of all of 
our Conference and District Staff who have worked long and hard to support you in this crisis. I hope you 
find a way to take the time to let them know how grateful you are.

I remain in prayer for God’s healing of Covid-19, your congregation and those in the mission field as you 
continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and sent to transform lives, 
communities and the world.

God bless you!
Gary E. Mueller
Bishop
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
August 30, 2020

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:

Exodus 3:1–15;                                                 
Ps 105:1–6, 23–26, 45c (UMH 828);          

Romans 12:9–21;                                   
Matthew 16:21–28 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Best Books on Spiritual Warfare
Continued from page 6.  Note: The above links are affiliate links for https://www.seedbed.com/
best-books-on-spiritual-warfare/

http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

