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This week, we continue 
thinking our way through 
the seven (7) parables of 
Jesus, as recorded in the 
13th chapter of the book of 
Matthew. Some of which, 
did not have an explanation 
given by Jesus.

As a quick reminder to those 
who have not been with us 
from our first message in 
this series, a parable is a 
simple story that would be 
very familiar to the hearer 
but also contain deeper 
truths that can be revealed 
upon closer examination or 
explanation!  To me, the 
clearest description of a 
biblical parable is, "A 
parable is an earthly story 
with a heavenly meaning."

This morning, we'll focus 
our attention on the Parable 
of the Mustard Seed, 
a l t h o u g h s o m e 
commentators look at this 
through a partially negative 
lens, I see it as a parable 
w h i c h g i v e s u s a n 
encouraging picture of 
growth in the Kingdom of 
God.

Matthew 13:1-3 Later that 
same day Jesus left the 
house and sat beside the 
lake. 2 A large crowd soon 
gathered around him, so he 
got into a boat. Then he sat 
there and taught as the 
people stood on the shore. 3 

He told many stories in the 

form of parables, such as 
this one:
Matthew 13:31b-32 “The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
mustard seed planted in a 
field. 32 It is the smallest of 
all seeds, but it becomes the 
largest of garden plants; it 
grows into a tree, and birds 
come and make nests in its 
branches.”

I b e l i e v e t h a t J e s u s 
o c c a s i o n a l l y u s e d 
illustrations that might just 
make us scratch our heads 
when we first hear them.  

Why on earth did Jesus use 
a mustard seed and its end 
product as an illustration?

After all, some of us might 
think about some sort of 
fruit-bearing tree as being 
the best symbol for growth 

within Christianity, but in 
this parable Jesus used the 
tiny mustard seed!  To 
most of us, except the 
home cook who might 
occasionally use mustard 
or mustard powder in a 
recipe, mustard probably 
does little more than evoke 
thoughts of hot dogs, 
hamburgers, and potato 
salad. 

Besides this trio of summer 
picnic palate pleasers, I’m 
not sure what else comes to 
your mind when you hear 

this parable, but my mind 
has always had some 
questions of this parable!
After all, inquiring minds 
need to know!  Right?

Questions:

(1) Why did Jesus use a 
Mustard seed when there 
are smaller seeds in the 
world?

Answer: Now before any 
of you ask the question, 
"What do you mean it's 
the smallest of all the 
seeds?” Obviously, they 
couldn’t just fact check 
Jesus by “Googling” it, 

but they didn’t have to do 
anything of that sort. They 
already knew that there 
were smaller seeds in the 
world than the mustard 
seed. Jesus wasn’t talking 
abou t eve ry seed on 
earth. He was speaking 
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Across 
1. * Speed of one nautical 
mile per hour
5. Crash
8. * Luxury Liner rooms
14. Fissure
15. It's the end of an ___
16. * Unit of distance
17. Q. "Where were you 
born?" A. "I was born ___ 
Paso, Texas."
18. Not absolute
20. Father to Jr.
21. Thanks, in Britain
22. * They look lovely on 
the watery horizon
24. Alphabet sequence
26. "Big whoop!"
27. * Floaty thing on the 
water
30. * Water Depth 
measurements
35. Trading place in the 

U.S.A.
36. Crucifixion letters
37. Ohs partners
39. Mr. Cummings
40. Ms. Dawber
43. Red Sign word
44. Television show
46. Extinct bird
47. Smash Song
48. Madison is its capital, for 
short
49. Tell
50. Ms. Moran
51. Bristlelike appendages
53. * Meet for boat races
55. * Upper edge of the side 
of a vessel
58. Mr. Bradley
59. Bric-à-___
60. * Some might belong to 
one
66. In other words, for short
67. How tall something is, 
for short

69. Colonnade
70. Indigenous person of 
Japan
71. * Paddled things on 
camping trips
74. Hockey legend
75. Garlands
76. * Rear parts of 
vessels
77. Word in the Social 
Pages
78. Mixed dog

Down 
1. Mr. Kristofferson
2. * Caravel of 
Columbus
3. Buddhist sacred 
mountain
4. * Type of vessel that 
tourists flock to see
5. Gambling city
6. Operatic song
7. * Things on a #4D
8. Atomic #17
9. Bronze money
10. * Type of vessel that 
has three or more #7D 
(var. sp.)
11. Baby Branch, 
without the "Tw"
12. Kooky
13. Something on a bus
19. Fencing Class 
question: "___ garde 
something the fencers 
always have to shout?"
23. Casper's word
25. Ms. O'Donnell, to 
friends
28. * Sailor's Shout: 
"___, Captain!"
29. Mad Cow Disease 

letters
30. * Wonders in the 
Water
31. Against
32. What a horse can 
do
33. * Docking facility
34. "Keep it down."
38. * Maritime distress 
signal
40. * Harbor
41. Mine entrance
42. Painting, with 
"Lisa"
45. ___-es-Salaam
46. * Minacious 
Maritime Movie
48. ___.infoplease.co
m
51. * Ground tackle
52. Mr. Stallone, et al.
54. Acquire
55. * Maritime 
Monster: ___ White 
Shark
56. Movie org.
57. Persistently cause 
anxiety
59. Pen brands
61. Leftover apple part
62. Tortoise 
competition
63. Stead
64. Section
65. Sculpture
68. Countdown 
number
72. * Compass point
73. * Part of the name 
of Gilligan's ship
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August 2020 News and  Announcements 
“Are You Had Enough of 
COVID-19 Yet?” "Okay," 
you might be thinking, 
" I ' ve had enough o f 
COVID-19!" I agree with 
you 100%! I'm pretty well 
t i r e d o f i t t o o . M y 
weariness does not mean 
that I 'm going to be 
careless and disregard all 
of the safety protocols 

protecting us. That being said, I've also had enough 
of the negativity and blatant hatred that I see 
spewing forth in this world. Hopefully, you are tired 
of it too. So the question is, "What can we do to 
alleviate the hatred out there?" I know that it 
sometimes feels like a hopeless task. Despite that 
feeling, I believe we can make a difference. (1) We 
can pray to God that His peace, which passes all 
understanding, would fall upon the world. (2) You 
might counter and say that have "I've tried that, and 
it does not seem to be having an effect on the global 
hate meter." I answer and ask, "What if we faithfully 
pray that God's peace would so envelop us that we 
become walking, talking vessels of God's love and 
peace. That might not solve the global pandemic of 
hatred. Still, we might just become infectious 
enough to touch another soul we meet during our 
daily lives!   

Be blessed and bless others!  
Pastor Gary 

“God Wants You!”

“It’s really pretty simple. God wants you. God 
wants you to experience how much God loves 
you. God wants you to dive into a relationship 
with Jesus that changes everything about how 
you see yourself, others, your life and God. God 
wants you to be touched by the Holy Spirit so 
deeply that you see things you’ve never seen, 
feel things you’ve never felt, understand things 
you’ve never understood, act in ways you’ve 

Volume 2 Issue 30

never acted, love in ways you’ve never loved, are 
filled with joy in ways you’ve never been filled 
with joy and serve in ways you’ve never served. 
And God wants you to have all of this – and so 
much more – beginning right now.”
                            

Bishop Gary Mueller

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “On the Lake”
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Continued on Page 5

about the typical seeds of a Middle Eastern garden, an 
herb garden. It was a seed with the capacity to grow far 
beyond what one might expect from its small start!
 
(2) Why did Jesus use the mustard seed when there 
might have been better examples that come to our 
minds?As you re-read that question, please place  the 
emphasis on examples that come to our minds with a 
different culture, expressions, and information...

Answer: The use of the mustard seed as a measure of 
smallness was common within the Judaism of Jesus' 
day as well! The people would have heard other 
teachers using this familiar comparison in their 
teachings also.

Jesus was not intending to make a scientific statement. 
Even the rabbis used "small as a mustard seed” to 
descr ibe something insignif icant , t iny, and 
unremarkable. This expression was much like our 
expressions, "sharp as a tack," or "high as a kite," or 
"flat as a pancake." 

Now these expressions are not the most exact 
scientifically. I'm sure that there are things sharper than 
tacks, higher than kites, or flatter than pancakes. But we 
use these expressions in our conversations to 
graphically illustrate the point we are attempting to 
make. So it was in that sense that this expression 
concerning the mustard seed came to use in Jesus' day.

If you get that idea, and hopefully you do get it, then 
you will understand why Jesus used this point of 
comparison.

Okay, back to the parable...

Matthew 13:32 “It is the smallest of all seeds, but it 
becomes the largest of garden plants; it grows into a 
tree [dendron—δένδρον], and birds come and make 
nests in its branches.” (NLT)

Though it was indeed an herb, it would grow into 
something very much resembling a tree! Was it 
something that looked like an oak tree or a cedar?  Of 
course not, but it got pretty big compared to the size of 
the seed!

William M. Thomson, in his text, The Land and the 
Book, wrote about his experience with the mustard plant 
during his travels in the Middle East. Thomson wrote, 
“I have seen this plant on the rich plain of Akkar as tall 

as the horse and his rider. With the help of my guide, 
I uprooted a veritable mustard tree which was more 
than twelve feet high."

The commentator, William Barclay added, "It was a 
common sight to see the mustard bushes or trees 
surrounded with a cloud of birds, for the birds love 
the little black seeds of the tree, and settle on the tree 
to eat them."

To me, the evidence is clear, Jesus used a parable 
that was perfectly clear and accurate to the 
experience and minds of those to whom he was 
speaking.

II. The Meaning of the Parable —  Unlike “The 
Parable of the Sower" and “The Parable of The 
Wheat and Weeds,”  Jesus gave no explanation of 
this parable!

Before we look at what this parable means for us, 
let's ask, "What did this parable mean to Jesus' first 
century followers?"

Keep in mind, that while Jesus’ disciples were with 
Him they could be pretty confident.  There would be 
a day coming when they were seemingly on their 
own.  Throughout the lives and ministries of Jesus' 
disciples, they must have had their moments of 
floundering faith and lack of encouragement!  Their 
circle of comfort and companionship was very small 
compared to the immense world that surrounded 
them every waking and sleeping moment of their 
lives.

I suspect that they must have felt that the mission 
Jesus was asking them to embark on was way more 
than they could ever hope to accomplish! But yet, 
here was Jesus giving them a ray of hope that even 
when having the smallest of beginnings, with God, 
great things can happen!

What can we conclude from this parable in our 
lives?  This parable is a word of encouragement and 
a word of great hope for us all!

The disciples needed this cheer, for they probably 
felt like good seeds cast out upon a vast world of 
mostly bad ground!  

After all, what could they ever hope to do against the 
many pagan cults and governmental opposition?
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The answer was simple, they could do little on their 
own power, but with God they could do all things!

And so can we!

Let me close by reciting the words of a wonderful hymn 
that I heard so many years ago...it speaks of the hope 
that God gives us for small beginnings in His Kingdom!

Little is Much When God is in It!

In the harvest field now ripened
There’s a work for all to do;

Hark! The voice of God is calling
To the harvest calling you.

Little is much when God is in it!
Labor not for wealth or fame.

There’s a crown—and you can win it,
If you go in Jesus’ Name.

In the mad rush of the broad way,
In the hurry and the strife,

Tell of Jesus’ love and mercy,
Give to them the Word of Life.

Refrain
Does the place you’re called to labor

Seem too small and little known?
It is great if God is in it,

And He’ll not forget His own.
Refrain

Are you laid aside from service,

Body worn from toil and care?
You can still be in the battle,
In the sacred place of prayer.

Refrain
When the conflict here is ended
And our race on earth is run,
He will say, if we are faithful,

“Welcome home, My child—well done!”

Think of those times when you volunteered your 
little bit of time at the Stewpot, those times when 
you helped someone with a ride somewhere, or 
called them, or sent a note by mail, encouraged 
them, or invited someone to church, or even 
gracefully offered the olive branch of forgiveness 
and peace. 

When we do such things, God will bless and 
magnify our little into much if we just let loose and 
radically love others with the gifts we have been 
blessed with!

Whatever your place in life might be, know that 
even the smallest of things done in and for His 
Kingdom can turn into something grand!  

Indeed, little is much when God is in it

Remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  So take the little bit that God has blessed 
you with and be that blessing!

Pastor Gary
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By Carolyn Moore — July 24, 2020

Key Observation: Nearly 1,500 years before Jesus, by holding up this snake on a stick, Moses was prophetically 
pointing toward a Messiah who would be lifted up for the sake of healing a hurting world.

• Take some time to read Numbers 21:4–9.
• Explain this scene in your own words.
• What provoked God to send the snakes and how did the snakes provoke the people?
• How were people healed of their snake bites?
• How does this scene fit (or does it?) with your understanding of a good and holy God who wants the best for 

his people?

Spoiler alert: This story draws a straight line from Moses to the central purpose of Christ. That’s why we’re taking 
time with it now. Let’s start with the fact that God knows something about snakes that the Israelites don’t. With 
snakes, the very thing that can kill you is the thing that can make you well. In fact, in the Midwest, snakes are farmed 
for the specific purpose of harvesting their venom to make antivenin (the stuff that reverses the effects of a deadly 
snake bite). Insert that fact into the story you’ve just read, and now God is making a profound prophetic statement 
about redemption. When the whiny, contentious, rebellious, snake-bitten people of God gazed upon the bronze snake, 
they were reminded that sin has consequences and that only when they acknowledged their own sin would they be 
healed.

This points us toward the cross where we find Jesus, our sacrificial lamb, carrying our sins for us. Nearly fifteen 
hundred years before Jesus, by holding up this snake on a stick, Moses was prophetically pointing toward a Messiah 
who would be lifted up for the sake of healing a hurting world. By gazing on Christ, we find our healing. The cross is 
how we get from shame to grace.

Let me say that again another way: we cannot get from shame to grace without going through the cross.

In the transfiguration story of Luke 9, Moses, Elijah, and Jesus are brought together into one scene as a testament to 
the continuity of the Bible from cover to cover. The message of the whole Bible is a message of restoration. But we 
are forgetful people. As this story of the snakes was passed from generation to generation, its healing point got lost. 
The snake on a stick that used to be a testament to the miraculous power of God was reduced to mascot status, or idol 
status, for the Israelites. It should not surprise us to find out that eventually they named it and began to worship it. 
Once the point was lost, God ordered the king of Israel to smash the serpent. But Jesus, who sees the big picture, will 
draw on this story multiple times to help a Jewish world hear that God did not come to condemn the world but to 
save it. Let’s keep reading.

• Read John 3:14–15, then John 12:31–33.
• What connects these two passages? What is the spiritual principle at work here?

In John 3, Jesus was talking to a religious leader who had come to him at night to ask some questions. The guy was 
awestruck by Jesus’ miracles, and he said that clearly God must be with him. Jesus responded, “Unless one is born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3 ESV).

This stopped the guy in his tracks. How can a full-grown man go back into his mother’s womb and be born again? 
What Jesus wanted the man to hear is that sometimes the old has to die completely so the new can live. As part of the 
lesson, he drew on that old story of the snake in the desert in order to connect this man’s sin to the work God was 
about to do in the world. He wanted this man to hear that God is not destructive but redemptive.

The Journey from Shame to Grace Passes Through the Cross
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“Welcome Back Home Sanctuary Service”

I hope and pray that this week’s newsletter finds you all in good health! 

Our first Sunday of in-person worship starts this Sunday morning. For many, there will be a sigh of relief as we are 
finally able to start meeting back to worship in our sanctuary. For others, the thought of changing from our casual at 
home worship experience may come with worries about safety.  I understand both feelings.  

For those who desire to continue to worshipping from home, be assured that we will continue our Facebook 
Livestream, YouTube uploads, radio transmissions, and Channel 13 broadcasts. We love and miss you, but we also 
support and understand your decision.

Sanctuary Service — For those who will be joining us on our maiden voyage back into worshipping in our beautiful 
sanctuary, we are implementing the bishop’s recommendations to keep the worship experience as safe as we can. The 
bishop has set the in-person congregation size at 50 maximum with a service length ranging from 30-35 minutes. In 
order to meet these ranges, we will utilize a reservation process. John Scott has prepared an online registration form. 
You can either go to http://www.magnoliafumc.org/worship/worship-services or to the church web page at http://
www.magnoliafumc.org and follow the directions to the specific page. Once there you simply register each person and 
you’re done. If you would prefer to call in to register, just call me, Pastor Gary, or anyone at the church office and we 
will add your name to the reservation list. 

Note: Our first service response will determine if we have enough interest to open up an earlier (9:30 a.m.) service to 
accommodate more worshippers. Our first Sunday or two, we might not have our service length perfect, but we will 
fine tune it in the weeks to come. The chapel will not be used until safety in a small space can be addressed.

Safety — We will have safety procedures in place.  If you have a fever, are sick, or have been exposed to someone 
with known COVID-19, we would respectfully ask that you stay safe at home. A questionnaire will be forthcoming in 
an e-mail and at the door with temperature checks at our check-in station.  Masks will be required.  On a personal note, 
I have been in three in-person worship services in a row last Sunday with a mask on for each service.  

Blessings and please register in advance, so we know who will be with us for in-person worship.

Pastor Gary

http://www.magnoliafumc.org/worship/worship-services
http://www.magnoliafumc.org
http://www.magnoliafumc.org
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
August 2, 2020

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:

Genesis 32:22-31;                                   
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 (UMC 749);                 

Romans 9:1-5;
Matthew 14:13-21 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

The Journey from Shame to Grace Passes Through the Cross

I imagine Jesus passionately sharing this truth with the hope that the man would remember it when he saw him 
nailed to a cross one day. This Jesus is a sign that God did not come to condemn us but to save us. As with the 
snakes in the desert, the story of the cross doesn’t end with death but with life. Restoration. Redemption. Read 
Luke 9:30 again.

There is Jesus with Moses and Elijah, standing on a mountain together to bear witness to the fact that God’s 
grand redemptive plan will be carried out on earth. No amount of disobedience and no display of collective 
amnesia will stop God from doing what he will do. God has a plan, has had a plan from the beginning, and has 
not only a plan but the power to see it through.

“I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself” (John 12:32). What a glorious story and 
what a powerful promise.

My friends, when we are redeemed, even the worst of what we have done is redeemed along with our lives. 
God works through the Story, and God works through our stories. He intends to use all of it for his glory! Just 
as the snake that was killed was lifted up and made into a sign of healing, so our stories, too, can be signs of 
hope and redemption for others. As with Moses and the snake, we may not understand the full impact of our 
stories for years but be encouraged: look to Jesus and find your healing.

Remember it is not the intention of Jesus to let you stop at the point of your own healing. “Proclaim the 
kingdom,” he commissioned. As powerful and grace-filled as your own healing story is, it is not fully 
redeemed until you go back down the mountain and share the good news with others.

Listening to the Word — Think of a story from your life that God has redeemed. Take ten minutes to write an 
outline of that story, then rehearse it. Ask God to give you at least one opportunity this week to share that story 
of God’s redemptive grace and power.

https://www.seedbed.com/the-journey-from-shame-to-grace-passes-through-the-cross/

http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

