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-Matthew 13:1-3a and 33 
“Later that same day 
Jesus left the house and 
sat beside the lake. 2 A 
l a r g e c r o w d s o o n 
gathered around him, so 
he got into a boat. Then 
he sat there and taught as 
the people stood on the 
shore. 3 He told many 
stories in the form of 
parables, such as this 
one: 33 "...The Kingdom 
of Heaven is like the yeast 
a woman used in making 
bread. Even though she 
put only a little yeast in 
three measures of flour, it 
permeated every part of 
the dough."

As a quick reminder of 
what a biblical parable 
is ,  "A parable is an 
earthly story with a 
heavenly meaning."

This morning, we'll focus 
our attention on the 
Parable of the Leaven, or 
The Parable of the Yeast), 
as some refer to it. This 
parab le  g ives us an 
encouraging picture of 
g r o w t h a n d 
transformation in the 
Kingdom of God.

I bel ieve that Jesus 
intentionally said things 
that might just make us 
scratch our heads when 

we first hear them, and 
this was just as true for 
His first-century hearers 
as it is for us.

This usage of leaven as an 
i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h e 
Kingdom of Heaven had 
to have shocked His 
Jewish listeners since 
leaven was frequently 
used in Scripture as a 
symbol of evil! But here, 
Jesus was using leaven as 
a d e s c r i p t o r o f t h e 
Kingdom of Heaven! 

So, what gives?

I must let you know that 
there are two opposing 
views on the meaning of 
the leaven in this parable: 
(a) one view assumes that 
the leaven is used in a 
very positive sense. (b) 
T h e o t h e r o p i n i o n 
be l i eves tha t i t has 
retained i ts negative 
connection with sin. It is 
my opinion that both 
views have merit, and 
both can be equally 
applied to this parable for 
o u r i n s t r u c t i o n a n d 
edification!

I. Let's take a look at the 
negative aspect first since 
t h e p o s i t i v e s o f a r 
outweighs it!

Matthew 16:6 "Watch 
out!" Jesus warned them. 
"Beware of the yeast of 
t h e P h a r i s e e s a n d 
Sadducees."

One could easily see 
how the leaven or yeast 
of the Pharisees caused 
them to become "puffed-
up" with pr ide and 
arrogance, coupled with 
a lack of love and care 
for others. But we can 
a l s o s e e l e a v e n i n 
another negative context 
as the earthly kingdom 
becoming adulterated 
with perversions of the 
Gospel of Christ through 
the "cults and isms" of 
this world and those who 
would deny nearly all of 
classic Christianity as we 
have come to know it.Â 

I n t e n t i o n a l a n d 
unintentional negativity 
can also spread like a 
disease if we are not 
careful!

Beware of it, yes, but do 
not be disheartened as 
you follow the faith once 
delivered to all saints!
Jude 3

II. Let's now take an in-
depth look at the positive 
aspects!
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Across 
1. * It (with #52D) was 
vanquished by the 
conquistador, Hernán Cortés
6. * One would be propelled 
with oars (See #40A for a 
Related Clue)
10. taes a sekaT
14. Works hard
15. Cracker spread
16. Make-A-Word! _-c-_-i-e-
_-_ (Accomplish)
17. Mr. Chaney
18. Region
19. Make-A-Word! _-_-h-e-_-
_ (Warm up leftovers)
20. Bronze money
22. * smitciV rof yna wohs 
t'nod snialliV
24. Movie rating, for short
25. Canadian prov.
26. Q. "Is ___ _ baseball 
term?" A. "Yes."
28. 24 hr. banker
29. Not later
31. * King of the Huns who 
was feared for his savagery

33. Chic hit, with Freak
34. Well-nigh
36. Topping on a hamburger, 
without the "on"
37. Classic opera
39. Egg mass
40. * Battles for Berserkers
45. Suffix that means "Similar"
46. Office attire
47. Break one of the Ten 
Commandments
48. stah hsittocS
50. French pronoun (bkwds.)
51. * What the Conquerors often 
made the Conquerees do
54. Greenish-Blue ...all jumbled 
up?
56. Presidential monogram
57. trohs rof ,yrnopaeW
59. Green Light meaning
61. Ms. O'Donnell, for short
62. * Athenian who made harsh 
laws
64. Stir Fry need
65. Mr. Korbut
67. Appear to be
68. Will Smith movie
70. Nirvana hit: "Smells Like 

___ Spirit"
71. Root vegetable
72. * Conquer = To subdue 
or defeat by ___
74. Wooded hill
75. Glorious Garden
76. * Plunder (Take from 
the conquered)

Down 
1. * Enemies, often
2. dlrow s'yhtoroD
3. * The Treaties of ___: In 
1807, they were signed by 
the French with the 
Russians and with the 
Prussians after Napoleon's 
victories over Russia and 
Prussia
4. Jeff Lynne's gr.
5. "Teach Your Children" 
gr.
6. * Agesilaus II: King who 
was the commander of the 
army of ___ throughout 
most of its supremacy in 
Greece
7. Abbott & Costello 
movie: "Lost in a 
___" (1944)
8. Particular
9. Type of soup
10. * ___ II: King of 
Assyria and founder of the 
last Assyrian dynasty who 
deported the Israelites 
throughout Assyria, making 
them the "Lost Tribes of 
Israel"
11. * ___ Terrible (Russian 
tsar who reigned terror 
against upper nobility)
12. * With #11D
13. * To the Villages of the 
Vanquished, Villains would 
do it
21. slap ot ,nlocniL .rM
23. * In 40 A.D., his army 
plundered the inhabitants of 
Gaul

24. European river
27. tiB
29. * To conquer the 
Holy Land from the 
Muslims, European 
Christians took part in 
them (bkwds.)
30. * Ruthless Roman 
Ruler
32. Rest stops for 
travelers
33. Ms. Tyler the Actress
35. Perfume by Cacharel 
(bkwds.)
37. Stepped-on bug
38. "Yeah, right!"
40. * Member of a group 
that raided Roman 
territories
41. Belief
42. * Genghis ___ 
(Mongol conqueror --See 
#51D for a Related Clue)
43. * Thutmose ___: 
King of Egypt who 
conquered Syria
44. Subject matter, for 
short
49. * Oppressive ruler
51. * Mongol tribes, for 
example (bkwds.)
52. * See #1A
53. Sort of Sheep ...all 
shook up?
55. Atomic #27
56. Brother: French
58. * Conqueror of Satan 
= Michael the Arch___
60. Margarine
62. * How a law-breaker 
during the time of #62A 
would often wind up
63. Lummoxes
66. Styling product
67. * Jeanne d'Arc, e.g.
69. Parcel of land
73. Locale of L.A.
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August 2020 News and  Announcements 
“Are You Had Enough of 
COVID-19 Yet?” "Okay," 
you might be thinking, 
" I ' ve had enough o f 
COVID-19!" I agree with 
you 100%! I'm pretty well 
t i r e d o f i t t o o . M y 
weariness does not mean 
that I 'm going to be 
careless and disregard all 
of the safety protocols 

protecting us. That being said, I've also had enough 
of the negativity and blatant hatred that I see 
spewing forth in this world. Hopefully, you are tired 
of it too. So the question is, "What can we do to 
alleviate the hatred out there?" I know that it 
sometimes feels like a hopeless task. Despite that 
feeling, I believe we can make a difference. (1) We 
can pray to God that His peace, which passes all 
understanding, would fall upon the world. (2) You 
might counter and say that have "I've tried that, and 
it does not seem to be having an effect on the global 
hate meter." I answer and ask, "What if we faithfully 
pray that God's peace would so envelop us that we 
become walking, talking vessels of God's love and 
peace. That might not solve the global pandemic of 
hatred. Still, we might just become infectious 
enough to touch another soul we meet during our 
daily lives!   

Be blessed and bless others!  
Pastor Gary 

“God Wants You!”

“You live in a world filled with global issues like 
Covid-19, the struggle for racial justice, our nation’s 
deep polarization and global poverty that robs 
children of the life God has created them to live. 
You also have a very personal world in which you 
wake up every day, and do the best you can to be a 
responsible citizen, love those close to you, find 
some happiness and feel safe. It probably seems as if 
you have to live in two different worlds at the same 
time that have little connection to each other. But the 
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good news is that God is at work in all of it, bringing 
healing, justice, hope and joy. And the more you lean 
into your relationship with God, the more you will 
discover it’s all God’s world. ”
                            

Bishop Gary Mueller

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Heroes and Villains”



4 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger

“The Parable of the Leaven”
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Continued on Page 5

The first question out of the gate should be, what 
does leaven do?

Leaven is a substance, such as yeast, that is used to 
produce fermentation, which lightens and softens 
the end product. When it is placed in bread dough, 
it not only causes the dough to rise; it adds a 
mighty nice texture and taste as well! 

I remember making my own pizza dough many 
moons ago. It's simple, really. You place the 
appropriate amount of yeast into some warm water 
and let it activate for about 5 minutes or so, and 
then you start to mix in your flour until it gets so 
thickened that it's hard to mix by hand any longer. 
Next, knead and fold the dough for about 10-15 
minutes or until the mixture is smooth and elastic. 
You then place it in a greased bowl, cover it with a 
towel or plastic wrap and let it rise in a warm place 
for about an hour or until doubled in size. You 
might be like Rocky and punch it down on 
occasion and get it ready for the pan, sauce, and 
cheese!

You are supposed to cover the dough during most 
of its rising time, but I must admit that the first 
time, or two, that I placed the leavened dough in 
the covered bowl, I watched it for a while and even 
peaked underneath the towel every few minutes 
after I to see what was happening! It didn't 
immediately look like much was happening, but I 
can imagine that if I could see what was taking 
place underneath the surface, much would be going 
on for that lump of dough to double in size from its 
small beginnings! By the end of the hour, that little 
lump had increased in size and was ready for 
baking into a delicious pizza!

As you might remember, Jesus took His parables 
from the everyday life of His hearers, and this is 
the closest one to home of the entire group since it 
originates in the very kitchen of a man or woman's 
home!

The primary point of this parable was to emphasize 
two things (a) the transforming power of the leaven 
and (b) the small amount of leaven needed. The 

leaven changed the taste and appearance of the 
bread that was baked! Unleavened bread is no 
delight to eat. If you have ever eaten Matzoh or 
some other unleavened bread, you know that it 
is pretty bland to the taste. Just that small 
difference of adding a little bit of leaven to the 
dough really makes a difference!

The Kingdom of Heaven can appear that way 
too if all we look at is the surface of growth in 
people's lives! But underneath the surface, there 
can be found something that is bubbling up and 
causing change!

You might be thinking, "So, in what ways, if 
any, has the transforming power of Jesus' 
heavenly leaven been manifested throughout 
Christian History?"

After all, if we were to accept its detractors' 
opinions, they would have us believe that 
Christianity has added little to nothing positive 
to mankind as a whole!

I say a resounding "phooey" to that notion!

Here's just a little bit of what it has done from 
an earthly perspective...

1.) It has worked in the individual lives of 
men and women — In 1 Corinthians 
6:9-10, the Apostle Paul has provided us with 
a buffet-style list of sins and sinners and then, 
because of what Jesus Christ has done for us, 
and in us, he gives us this pronouncement, "And 
such were some of you."

The wonder-working power of Jesus Christ can 
take our sometimes offensive lives and slowly 
change them into something beautiful, new, and 
flavorful to the world in which we find 
ourselves! One doesn't need to think long until 
the miraculous conversion of John Newton 
comes to mind. Newton went from being a 
brutal slave trader to a minister of God and later 
penned one of the most beloved hymns, 
"Amazing Grace."



5 of 8The Magnolia MessengerVolume 2 Issue 32

“The Parable of the Leaven”
2.) It has worked in civilizations to effect 
beneficial changes for men, women, and 
children. Now, please understand that many of 
these changes were slow in coming. Still, the 
transformations were, and are, a work in progress.

a. The leaven of God's Word changed life for the 
weak and the ill. If you were sick or [physically] 
weak in some cultures, then you were nothing more 
than a nuisance! In Sparta, when a child was born, 
he was submitted to the examiners; if he was fit, he 
was allowed to live; if he was weakly or deformed, 
he was exposed to death on the mountainside. 

Dr. A. Rendle Short points out that:

The first blind asylum was founded by Thalasius, a 
Christian monk; 

The first free dispensary was founded by 
Apollonius, a Christian merchant;

The first hospital of which there is any record was 
founded by Fabiola, a Christian woman.

b.) The leaven of God's Word changed the lives 
of children — Though this focuses more on the 
girls, it had its impact on the boys as well!

In the culture of New Testament times, the 
marriage relationship was in grave danger, and 
home life for all family members was in peril. 
Divorce had become so common that it was not 
unusual for a woman to have a new husband every 
year. 

One can imagine that children in these situations 
would be a hindrance to those involved, which led 
to the deadly neglect of the children, so the parent 
was free to go on with his or her life unhampered. 

A well-known letter from a man called Hilarion 
was written to his wife, Alis, who he left at home 
during a trip to Alexandria. He wrote "If — good 
luck to you, you bear a child, if it is a boy, let it 
live; if it is a girl, throw it out.” 

From its earliest creeds, Christians "absolutely 
prohibited" infanticide as "murder.” Stark op. 
cit., page 124. To Christians, the infant had 
value. Whereas pagans placed no value on 
infant life, Christians treated them as human 
beings. 

They viewed infanticide as the murder of a 
human being, not a convenient tool to rid 
society of excess females, and perceived 
weaklings. The baby, whether male, female, 
perfect, or imperfect, was created in God's 
image and therefore had value.

Christianity was unique in its regard for 
children!

c.) The leaven of God's Word changed me!

To me, the leaven, or yeast, of Christianity is 
composed of The Gospel that we preach, 
the words of encouragement that we speak, 
the good deeds that we do, and the love that we 
show to those around us within the body of 
Christ and to those who have not yet come into 
that place of salvation. 

Little Is Much When God Is in It! Try to keep 
that little hymn basing around in the back of 
your head, it might keep you loving others with 
each word, prayer, and each act of love you do!

Oh, and by the way, never be discouraged by 
what seems to be little to no response, for you 
never know what might be bubbling up beneath 
the surface that might just give rise to a soul 
saved for our Lord Jesus Christ!

Remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary
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Jason Jackson August 7, 2020

“I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and lack of bread in all your places, yet you did not 
return to me,” declares the Lord.  7“I also withheld the rain from you when there were yet three months 
to the harvest; I would send rain on one city, and send no rain on another city; one field would have 
rain, and the field on which it did not rain would wither; 8so two or three cities would wander to 
another city to drink water, and would not be satisfied; yet you did not return to me,” declares the Lord. 
9“I struck you with blight and mildew; your many gardens and your vineyards, your fig trees and your 
olive trees the locust devoured; yet you did not return to me,” declares the Lord.  10“I sent among you a 
pestilence after the manner of Egypt; I killed your young men with the sword, and carried away your 
horses, and I made the stench of your camp go up into your nostrils; yet you did not return to me,” 
declares the Lord. 11“I overthrew some of you, as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and you 
were as a brand plucked out of the burning; yet you did not return to me,” declares the Lord.
Amos 4:6-11 (ESV)

Understanding the Word

Today’s passage continues Amos’s assertion that some natural disasters have supernatural causes (see 
Week Two, Day Five). It also adds to the idea by articulating the aims of the Lord’s acts. God uses 
famine (v. 6), drought (vv. 7–8), crop diseases (v. 9), agricultural pests (v. 9), plagues (v. 10), military 
defeat (v. 10), and other disasters (v. 11) for his purposes. In Amos, they’re the very things God did to 
get Israel’s attention before he sent the prophet. (They’re also the very things God threatened to use in 
Leviticus 26:14–33 and Deuteronomy 28:15–68 if Israel broke his laws.)

He cleaned their teeth by withholding bread, and he held back the rain their crops desperately needed. 
When he did open the skies, the rain fell erratically. He sent rain on a city or a field but not on those 
nearby. This forced Israel to roam around looking for a drink but unable to quench their thirst. He left 
them without bread and water—the very things he had faithfully provided them in the wilderness.
Then when Israel managed to grow a crop, God struck their fields with blight and mildew. A scorching 
east wind burned their grain before they could gather it, and a devastating disease infected the rest. After 
that, he commissioned locusts to consume their gardens, vineyards, and orchards. (Remember Amos had 
his own trees, so he understood the severity of these words; Amos 7:14.)

The Lord even treated his people like he did the Egyptians (Exodus 9:3). They suffered through some of 
the same signs as those who had enslaved them. But this time they were on the receiving end of God’s 
reproof. He sent Israel pestilence and sword. Her citizens died from plague and her future fathers from 
fatal wounds. So many people died that their army encampments reeked of decomposing bodies. Still no 
one could escape the smell because their enemies had stolen their horses.

Finally, he overthrew some of their cities just as he had done to Sodom and Gomorrah. The Lord wiped 
out those places by raining fire on them (Genesis 19). Subsequently, they became the Bible’s go-to 

God Loves Us Through Kindness and Discipline

Continued on Page 8

https://www.seedbed.com/author/jasonjackson/
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“Welcome Back Home Sanctuary Service”

I hope and pray that this week’s newsletter finds you all in good health! 

Our first Sunday of in-person worship starts this Sunday morning. For many, there will be a sigh of relief as we are 
finally able to start meeting back to worship in our sanctuary. For others, the thought of changing from our casual at 
home worship experience may come with worries about safety.  I understand both feelings.  

For those who desire to continue to worshipping from home, be assured that we will continue our Facebook 
Livestream, YouTube uploads, radio transmissions, and Channel 13 broadcasts. We love and miss you, but we also 
support and understand your decision.

Sanctuary Service — For those who will be joining us on our maiden voyage back into worshipping in our beautiful 
sanctuary, we are implementing the bishop’s recommendations to keep the worship experience as safe as we can. The 
bishop has set the in-person congregation size at 50 maximum with a service length ranging from 30-35 minutes. In 
order to meet these ranges, we will utilize a reservation process. John Scott has prepared an online registration form. 
You can either go to http://www.magnoliafumc.org/worship/worship-services or to the church web page at http://
www.magnoliafumc.org and follow the directions to the specific page. Once there you simply register each person and 
you’re done. If you would prefer to call in to register, just call me, Pastor Gary, or anyone at the church office and we 
will add your name to the reservation list. 

Note: Our first service response will determine if we have enough interest to open up an earlier (9:30 a.m.) service to 
accommodate more worshippers. Our first Sunday or two, we might not have our service length perfect, but we will 
fine tune it in the weeks to come. The chapel will not be used until safety in a small space can be addressed.

Safety — We will have safety procedures in place.  If you have a fever, are sick, or have been exposed to someone 
with known COVID-19, we would respectfully ask that you stay safe at home. A questionnaire will be forthcoming in 
an e-mail and at the door with temperature checks at our check-in station.  Masks will be required.  On a personal note, 
I have been in three in-person worship services in a row last Sunday with a mask on for each service.  

Blessings and please register in advance, so we know who will be with us for in-person worship.

Pastor Gary

http://www.magnoliafumc.org/worship/worship-services
http://www.magnoliafumc.org
http://www.magnoliafumc.org
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
August 16, 2020

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost                    
Lectionary Texts:

Genesis 45:1–15;                                                       
Psalm 133 (UMH 850);                                

Romans 11:1–2a, 29–32;                                        
Matthew 15: (10–20) 21–28 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany 
between the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) 
and the beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary 
Time between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

God Loves Us Through Kindness and Discipline
example of divine annihilation. Nearly all of their inhabitants died. Only Abraham’s nephew and 
his daughters survived. Likewise, the Lord had previously saved some of Amos’s audience.

Amos organizes these seven judgment signs into five sets. With each set, Israel’s afflictions 
worsen. They progress from famine to the ancient equivalent of Hiroshima. Each set concludes 
with the same declaration—“yet you did not return to me.” The Lord repeats this clause five times. 

He wants his people to repent. He longs for them to turn away from evil and back to him. And he 
does everything he can.

The Lord repeatedly graces them, but they continually turn away (Amos 2:9–11). So, he regularly 
disciplines them, but time and again they refuse to come back. Both his kindness and his rebuke are 
expressions of his love and evidence of his desire for a relationship with them and with us. We 
rarely think of God’s discipline this positively, but the writer of Hebrews reminds us, “The Lord 
disciplines the one he loves” (12:6 esv). He goes on to demonstrate how a parent’s correction 
actually proves they love their kids (vv. 7–11). The same is true for God.

(1) When has God’s kindness led you to repentance?

(2) When have you sensed God’s discipline in your life? What did you think about him during that 
time? How did you respond to his correction?

Source: https://www.seedbed.com/god-loves-us-through-kindness-and-discipline/

http://www.crivoice.org/cyepiph.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyordinary.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cypentecost.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html

