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John 20:24-29 “Now
Thomas (also known as
Didymus), one of the
Twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came.
25
So the other disciples told
him, “We have seen the
Lord!” But he said to them,
“Unless I see the nail
marks in his hands and put
my finger where the nails
were, and put my hand into
his side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples
were in the house
again, and Thomas
was with them.
Though the doors
were locked, Jesus
came and stood
among them and said,
“Peace be with you!”
27
Then he said to
Thomas, ‘Put your
finger here; see my
hands. Reach out your
hand and put it into
my side. Stop
doubting and believe.’
28
Thomas said to him,
“My Lord and my
God!” 29 Then Jesus told
him, “Because you have
seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have
believed.” (NIV)

What a crazy five weeks
The Road to Emmaus - 2020 i t ’ s b e e n . Y o u ’ v e
6-7 experienced your life turned
upside down in ways you
Liturgical Colors and Misc. 8 n e v e r w o u l d h a v e
imagined. You’ve seen
things you never thought
you would see. You’ve

done things you never
would have considered
doing. If you ever
wondered how you would
have reacted in some of
the major crises in history
- like World War II, the
Great Depression or the
Spanish Flu Pandemic of
1918 - well now you
know; because you’re
living right smack dab in
the middle of a crisis
they’ll be talking about
decades from now - the

time the world shut down!
So how are you doing?
You’re probably
struggling some of the
time - which is perfectly
natural. Some of you are
watching people you love
fighting to survive the
virus. Others of you have
not had the chance to visit
your parents in a
retirement center or say
goodbye to a loved one in
the hospital because
they’re quarantined. And
most of you are wondering

whether you’re going to
be able to survive
financially. You’re
demonstrating incredible
strength of character
much of the time. You’re
doing your part to act
responsibly by staying
home.
You’re
discovering the joys of a
simpler life with your
family. And you’re part
of a church that is doing
ministry in innovative
and exciting ways.
You’re working hard
to make sense of
your life in the midst
of what’s going on
almost all of the
time. My gosh, you
can't help but look at
everything in new
ways. And that
includes your
relationship with
God.
This is why Jesus’
words to Thomas in
today’s scripture are
so powerful: “You
believe because you have
seen; blessed are those
who have not seen and
yet have believed.” Now
there’s a pretty obvious
meaning here. It’s good
to believe if you have
proof because believing
in Jesus is important. But
beware: it’s going to be
limited by what makes
sense to you. However,
you will experience the
blessing of a deeper faith
if you believe in him
Continued on Page 4
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“Animals!” —- Crossword Puzzle
56
59
61
62
63
64
65
66

ACROSS
1 Crooked
5 Canned chili brand
10 Car speed
13 Singing group
15 Lucky number
16 Wrath
17 Animal known for
its big mouth
18 Not inner
19 Neither's partner
20 Bard's before
21 The ostrich is one
that doesn't fly
23 Operatic bass
25 Chose
26 Hen
28 Silken
31 Swimming ___
(plr.)

Calms
Kings
Dozens
Painter Richard
Cain’s eldest son
Vane direction
Marsh plant
Pottery ingredient

29 __ matter
30 Beep
31 Aches
34 Sounds of
disapproval
35 Root
36 Singing voice
38 Women's
magazine
DOWN
39 Hunter's delight
40 Small Bird
1 Hurt
42 Swimming
2 Make a whizzing glasses
sound
43 Toy with
3 Twined fibers
44 Guy
4 Shrill bark of a
45 Chum
dog
46 Creator of
5 Bird that brings
Sherlock Holmes
32 Jams
babies
47 Sandwich
33 Swiss mountains
6 Cause to be heard cookies brand
34 Women's
7 Artist's creation
48 Blow
undergarment
8 "To the right!"
49 Out of style
37 Famous cookies
9 Hamster-like pets 51 Horse fly
38 Revises
10 Capital of
52 Not warm
40 Comes from sheep Byelorussia
53 S.A. Indian
41 Lab animal
11 Expressive style 54 Ashen
42 Vale
12 Blue ___, water 57 Utilize
43 Rainbow fish
bird
58 Limited (abbr.)
44 A small, gray, furry, 14 Red breasted
60. Incorporated
burrowing mammals
birds
(abbr.)
45 Musical "fast"
22 Freezing
46 Elderly woman of
24 American Cancer
wealth
Society (abbr.)
49 Hurt
25 Animals with a
50 Great ape
messy reputation
51 baby cow
26 Young horse
52 Central Intelligence 27 Jumps on one
Agency
foot
55 Affirmation
28 Former wound
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April 2020 News and Announcements
The past month has seen a
tremendous increase in
this terrible COVID-19
virus and know that our
love and prayers are going
out and up for each one of
our church family and
beyond. Our services have
changed from being in
person to only online with
no home visits to prevent
the spread of this potentially deadly virus! I will try
to contact most of our membership through phone
calls and our newsletters. Our prayers are going up
for all and we will be looking out for everyone’s
safety in the coming weeks! We look forward with
great anticipation to see how God will bring us
through this challenging time!
Pastor Gary

pages/about-us
Then come join us at 5:15 on Mondays,Tuesday
and Thursday at First UMC Magnolia as we work
our way through this program to become stronger
and healthier without impact on our joints."

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a
blessing.
So be one!
Pastor Gary

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Animals!”

Temporarily suspended — Our Luke Bible
Study meets every Sunday evening at 4:30 p.m. and
every Wednesday at the noon hour in Averitt Hall!
Bring you Bible and an open heart and mind that is
set on learning and we will adventure through this
beautiful gospel account!

Temporarily suspended — Get in shape with
DDP Yoga! ”Not sure?:
Check out the web page https://ddpyoga.com/
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“Believing in Jesus in a COVID-19 World”
because you are willing to trust
him even though you don’t have
absolute proof. This kind of faith
can increase exponentially because
Jesus keeps it growing and
growing.
But you don’t just believe in Jesus
in theory. It happens in real life.
And that’s why I’ve been asking
myself a question in recent weeks:
“What does it mean to believe in
Jesus in a COVID-19 world when
life is turned upside down, you are
afraid and you’re uncertain what’s
going to happen next?”
First, believing in Jesus means
you believe that he is the Son of
God, your Savior, the Lord of your
life and all of life, and the one who
offers you salvation, healing, new
life, eternal life and hope you
cannot get in any other way.
Believing in Jesus in a COVID-19
world makes it all real and
personal. The invisible virus that
shuts down the planet, eats up your
retirement, causes you to lose your
job and kills thousands of people
in spite of all humanity’s best
efforts to find a cure causes you to
realize in the most personal way
possible that it doesn’t matter how
good you are or how hard you
work or how strong you are - you
cannot do life on your own. So you
call out to Jesus and he shows up.
He loves you just the way you are in fact, even when you are at your
worst. He invites you to go deeper
and deeper in a relationship with
him. And he overwhelms you with
grace upon grace upon grace that is
so real you can taste, feel and see
it.
Second, believing in Jesus means
you believe he was resurrected
from the dead and that God’s love
has defeated sin, death, evil,

hatred, injustice, and despair once
and for all. Believing in Jesus in a
COVID-19 world means you no
longer see Jesus’ resurrection
merely as an event that occurred
long ago, but as the definitive word
for your life. So much so that you
can look at the coronavirus
pandemic and say without hesitation
that God will prevail in a world that
is in peril because of this pandemic.
Sure, there will be suffering and
heartache and death. But
resurrection arises out of death and
overcomes it to create something
new. You can live with the absolute
assurance that COVID-19 won’t
separate those who love Jesus from
him. You can have the highest
confidence that joy won’t dissipate,
compassion won’t be beaten down
and the world won’t be torn apart.
And you can see yourself, others and
the world from God’s perspective.
Third, believing in Jesus means that
you believe that Jesus is actively
involved in the world ensuring that
God’s will becomes as much a
reality on earth as it is in heaven.
Believing in Jesus in a COVID-19
world means you actually begin to
experience all the ways Jesus is
using this pandemic to reshape the
future. Now be clear, Jesus didn't
cause COVID-19 as part of some
grand scheme. But Jesus sure isn’t
going to waste it. In fact, he is going
to milk it for all it is worth so that he
can further the Kingdom of God.
I suspect you are already
experiencing this. First, because
Jesus is helping you realize some
truths about yourself like you rely
too much on material things, you’re
on the go more than is healthy,
you're too busy for your family, you
don't have much energy to be
concerned about others and —
here’s the hardest one of all - you’ve

been acting like you're Superman or
Wonder Woman. Then, Jesus is
working in your heart, through
other people and as you watch
what’s going on in the world to
improve the quality of your life,
your faith and your future to craft
you into the unique one-of-a-kind
person God has created you to be.
Think about what believing in Jesus
in a COVID-19 world means. It
means Jesus is taking you into a
deeper relationship with him that
enables you to live the Jesus way. It
means you see all of life through
the lens of the resurrection. And it
means you are experiencing in your
own life how Jesus is helping you
live in a new and better way. No
wonder Jesus says you are blessed!
Not because Jesus is giving you a
new car or your dream house or the
job that was just made for you. But
because Jesus is helping you
experience, like you have never
experienced before, whose you are,
who you are and what matters most
in life.
When you are blessed like this, you
no longer have the need to say, “I
just want to go back to the way
things were,” because you
understand that your future is far
better than your past. I believe this
so strongly that I’m going to let you
in on a little secret. I pray two or
three times every single day that we
won’t go back to normal. That
would simply waste all the good
work Jesus is doing in you in the
midst of this pandemic. I want the
new normal, because that is the
reality Jesus is making. I want it for
you. I want it for your church. And
I want it for the world.
Bishop Gary Mueller

Continued on Page 5
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The Road to Emmaus — 2020
This week’s lectionary reading takes the events of Easter Sunday out of sequence. Last week’s text jumped
forward to the Sunday after the resurrection, so we'll have to just take an equal jump back in time to the
evening of resurrection day. Hear the Word of the Lord…
Luke 24:13-35 That same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the village of Emmaus, seven miles
from Jerusalem. 14 As they walked along they were talking about everything that had happened. 15 As they
talked and discussed these things, Jesus himself suddenly came and began walking with them. 16 But God
kept them from recognizing him. 17 He asked them, “What are you discussing so intently as you walk
along?” They stopped short, sadness written across their faces. 18 Then one of them, Cleopas, replied,
“You must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasn’t heard about all the things that have happened there
the last few days.” 19 “What things?” Jesus asked. “The things that happened to Jesus, the man from
Nazareth,” they said. “He was a prophet who did powerful miracles, and he was a mighty teacher in the
eyes of God and all the people. 20 But our leading priests and other religious leaders handed him over to be
condemned to death, and they crucified him. 21 We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue
Israel. This all happened three days ago. 22 “Then some women from our group of his followers were at his
tomb early this morning, and they came back with an amazing report. 23 They said his body was missing,
and they had seen angels who told them Jesus is alive! 24 Some of our men ran out to see, and sure
enough, his body was gone, just as the women had said.” 25 Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people!
You find it so hard to believe all that the prophets wrote in the Scriptures. 26 Wasn’t it clearly predicted that
the Messiah would have to suffer all these things before entering his glory?” 27 Then Jesus took them
through the writings of Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself. 28 By this time they were nearing Emmaus and the end of their journey. Jesus acted as
if he were going on, 29 but they begged him, “Stay the night with us, since it is getting late.” So he went
home with them. 30 As they sat down to eat, he took the bread and blessed it. Then he broke it and gave it
to them. 31 Suddenly, their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And at that moment he
disappeared! 32 They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on the road
and explained the Scriptures to us?” 33 And within the hour they were on their way back to Jerusalem.
There they found the eleven disciples and the others who had gathered with them, 34 who said, “The Lord
has really risen! He appeared to Peter.” 35 Then the two from Emmaus told their story of how Jesus had
appeared to them as they were walking along the road, and how they had recognized him as he was
breaking the bread. (NLT)
Let’s consider this from the perspective of one of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus: Jesus’
crucifixion happened just three short days ago and now it was Sunday morning and we were gathered
together with the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples and the women in Jerusalem. It was so early that it was
still dark outside. Most of us were barely awake when we saw Mary, Joanna, and some of the other
women going to the Garden tomb. We knew why they were going, but we didn’t have the physical or
emotional energy to go with them. As we sat there and talked over the recent events, there came a frantic
knocking at the door. Most of us were reluctant to answer the door, but we recognized the voices of the
ladies and let them in. After telling us a fantastic story about the empty tomb of Jesus, which we didn’t
really believe, Peter and John ran to check it out. They came back later with confirmation of the women’s
story, but no Jesus was to be found and so all we could do was speculate about Jesus and our future. After
sitting around a good portion of the day, we couldn’t take it any longer, so Cleopas and I decided to walk
back home to Emmaus. We knew we had better leave before it got too late, for it was a seven mile walk
and, for fear of robbers and bandits, we dared not be out on the road in the dark to become easy targets.
And so we left and after a few minutes of silence, we could not help but start talking again about all of the
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The Road to Emmaus — 2020
things that had just happened during the Passover Feast. Jesus, the one in whom we had placed our hope
and trust, was brutally murdered by the Romans. His mother and His closest friends watched Him die.
Imagine if one of your children or friends was to die such a horrible death and all you could do was
helplessly watch! It was heart-breaking! As He was dying on the cross, He was praying. It wasn’t a prayer
for Himself, but a prayer to God for forgiveness of those who instigated His barbaric murder. The sky was
darkened in the middle of the afternoon. A soldier who was there said, “Truly, this was the son of God!”
The veil in the Holy of Holies in the Temple was ripped from top to bottom by the very hand of God!
While we were talking about these things, a stranger, a fellow Jew, caught up with us and joined our
conversation. He asked, “What kind of conversation is this that you have with one another as you walk
and are sad?” As we looked at one another, we could both see that He was right about our appearance.
We both looked sad and depressed. Cleopas answered His question with another question, “Are you the
only one in Jerusalem who hasn’t heard what’s happened during the last few days?” The stranger asked,
“What things?” We alternately answered, telling him about Jesus of Nazareth. We told how He, Jesus,
was a great prophet, of whom some said He was Moses, others said He was Elijah, while yet others
thought He was Jeremiah. Not only that, but he was a miracle worker who cured the blind, cleansed the
lepers, and even raised a girl and His friend Lazarus from the dead – they were miraculously brought back
to life! We said this Jesus was also mighty in the Word; He taught and preached like no other, having real
authority in His words! We asked the stranger, “Haven’t you heard how the chief priests and leaders led
Him to be condemned and crucified?” No answer was given. W went on to tell him,that the relgious
leaders twisted His words, unfairly tried and killed Him. We finally added that we had hoped that He
would be the one to redeem Israel, the messiah who would deal with our oppressors and reclaim the land
for God’s people. He wasn’t supposed to die and besides that, it has been three-days since He was
crucified. He told us that He was going to die, but on the third day he would rise from the dead. The
women from our group went to the tomb early in the morning and found an empty tomb, but no Jesus. We
told Him about Peter and John seeing the same, but still no Jesus!
After we gave Him our list of why Jesus should not have suffered and died, we finally stopped to take a
breath for a minute. It might sound harsh, but His voice was loving, but He also sounded disappointed in
us, as He said, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Ought
not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” The “stranger” then opened up
the Scriptures to us. He began with Moses and all of the prophets and interpreted everything concerning
the Messiah. He told us that the Messiah was to do all of the things we expected, but not as we expected
them to be done at that time and He reminded us that the Messiah was to suffer and die in order to save
the world. He also said that the messiah was to bring the kingdom of God to us and make it possible to
enter into it. The more He spoke, the more something was starting to happen in our hearts.
We finally reached our village and it looked like the stranger was going to continue on ahead of us. We
encouraged Him to stay with us, for the night was nearly upon us and it was not safe for anyone to travel
alone. And so He stayed with us. We gathered around the table and He took the bread, blessed God, broke
it, and gave it to us. When he did this, our eyes were opened and we knew it was Jesus. But before we
could embrace Him, He vanished from our sight! As you might guess, we were stunned and speechless.
How could it be that we did not recognize Him and how could we have been so ignorant of the Scriptures
that He so often taught us?
We said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on the road and explained
the Scriptures to us?” And within the hour, we made record-time in returning to Jerusalem to tell the other
disciples of our encounter with Jesus. We rejoiced as we told them our news, we rejoiced about Peter’s
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The Road to Emmaus — 2020
encounter with Jesus and then we all, except for absent Thomas were blessed with another encounter in
that small room. It was an encounter where we not only saw Jesus in the flesh, but we witnessed Him eat a
small meal before us as proof of His resurrection. It was a magnificent night, a night that none of us ever
forgot! Later, when Jesus was about to leave this world, He told us all, “Therefore, go and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these
new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even
to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 — Since Jesus was willing to go the cross of Calvary and even
follow us all the way to Emmaus out of love, so we could do no less than go into the world as He
commanded.
And so ends this account from our time-traveling disciple — Cleopas and the other unnamed disciple
traveling to Emmaus that day had been riding high on the joy of Jesus’ ministry for an untold number of
months or years only to have their world’s come crashing down upon them. On that long 7-mile walk to
Emmaus, they were down, dejected about the disappointments of the hour with only an uncertain future
before them. But along their journey, Jesus showed up with words of hope that started to touch their
spirits. By the time they broke bread together, Jesus had revealed Himself to them and they were once
again filled with joy…joy enough to travel the potentially bandit-filled, 7-mile journey back to Jerusalem
after dark.
Perhaps you too are dragging along a similar path in our corporate COVID-19 journey, wondering what
happened to your life, wondering if you too will get sick, lose a loved one, or maybe even wondering if
things will ever get back to normal. I suspect that Jesus is speaking to our hearts as he did to Cleopas and
company some two-thousand years ago. The answer might come today, tomorrow, or in a month’s time or
longer, but it will come. Perhaps it might even come next week as we break the bread and share the wine
of Holy Communion, as it did for those two disciples on the road to Emmaus.
So what we shall we do until that assurance comes?
1.) For Believers: As believers, He has given us the Great Commission. He has called us to be faithful,
wherever we find ourselves. Make a phone call, write a letter, send a digital or written note to someone.
Volunteer to shop for someone, make a meal for a person in need, volunteer at The Stewpot or elsewhere.
But by all means, share your faith, love others, and be a true disciple of Jesus.
2.) For those still considering Jesus: Perhaps you're on your own walk to Emmaus heading away from
fellowship with the church and into the darkness of night with only worries, disappointment and sadness
on your hearts too. Jesus is calling you this day, let Him reveal Himself to you through His word, His
Spirit, and the breaking of bread.
He will reveal Himself to you, as you listen to small still voice of the Holy Spirit!
Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing, so be one!
Pastor Gary
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
May 3, 2020

CHAPEL WORSHIP 8:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
CHAPEL WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.
YOUTH 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

4th Sunday of Easter

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts:

Acts 2:42-47;
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137);
1 Peter 2:19–25;
John 10:1–10
Liturgical Color: White or Gold

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and
virtue, as well as respect and reverence.
White is used for all high Holy Days and
festival days of the Church Year,
especially the seasons of Christmas and
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage,
dedications, and in some traditions for the
ordination of ministers. In some church
traditions it is also used for funerals as a
symbol of the resurrection.

In-Person Church Services
Latest News:

Due to the concern for safety, Bishop Mueller and the Cabinet have
recommended that there not be any in-person church events at least through
May 17.
Recently named to the Governor's Economic Recovery Task Force to aid in the
re-opening of the state, Bishop Mueller has also assembled an ARUMC task force
that will be comprised of laity and clergy who represent a variety of ministries and
vocations, including healthcare and legal entities. This task force will aid in the
re-opening of local churches and events surrounding them.

