
And they ran to him, 
grasped his feet, and 
worshiped him. 10 Then 
J e s u s s a i d t o 
them, “Don’t be afraid! 
Go tell my brothers to 
leave for Galilee, and 
they will see me there.”
Have you ever found 
yourself smack dab in the 
middle of something? I 
h a v e o n n u m e r o u s 
occasions!

After a very full schedule 
of Holy Week services, I 
found myself smack-dab 
in the middle of Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday. 
This day, that many refer 
to as Holy Saturday, is 
considered a day of 
waiting and with waiting 
comes thinking about 
w h a t y o u m i g h t b e 
waiting for. For me, it 
was a Saturday when my 
mind began to slow down 
from the week's activities 
to ponder life on this 
relatively quiet day: 

I wasn't in the hustle and 
bustle of the final days 
of Holy week services 
and activities… 

I wasn't thinking about 
the Last Supper and the 
New Commandment to 
love one another…

I wasn't focused on the 
horror of His crucifixion 
on Good Friday…

Nor was I yet fully 
thinking about the 
j o y o f E a s t e r 
morning…  

I did, however, 
find myself smack-
dab in the middle 
of a no-man's land 
b e t w e e n t h o s e 
thoughts. In the 
silence of the day, 

I had time to reflect on 
the concerns of our 
church and our lives. 
Don't get me wrong, it's 
nice to have those times 
when our minds can 
slow down a bit and 
think, but it's also during 
those times of slowdown 
where we can f ind 
ourselves worrying over 
the unknown things that 
tomorrow might bring 
our way. So what was I 
thinking about? I was 
t h i n k i n g a b o u t 
COVID-19, the loss of 
life, the many who are 
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Matthew 28:1-10 Early on 
Sunday morning, as the 
new day was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went out to 
visit the tomb. 2 Suddenly 
t h e r e w a s a g r e a t 
earthquake! For an angel 
of the Lord came down 
from heaven, rolled aside 
the stone, and sat on 
it. 3 His face shone like 
lightning, and his clothing 
was as white as snow.4 The 
guards shook with 
fear when they saw 
him, and they fell into 
a dead faint. 5 Then 
the angel spoke to the 
women. “Don’t be 
afraid!” he said. “I 
know you are looking 
for Jesus, who was 
crucified. 6 He isn’t 
here! He is risen from 
the dead, just as he said 
would happen. Come, see 
w h e r e h i s b o d y w a s 
lying. 7 And now, go quickly 
and tell his disciples that 
he has risen from the dead, 
and he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee. You will see 
him there. Remember what 
I have told you.” 8 The 
women ran quickly from 
the tomb. They were very 
frightened but also filled 
with great joy, and they 
rushed to give the disciples 
the angel’s message. 9 And 
as they went, Jesus met 
them and greeted them. 

Continued on Page 4
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Across 
1. * Shortened Spot on a Skirt
4. 30 to 300 megahertz, for 
short
7. * Type of Cloak that 
originates from South 
America
13. * Apronlike dress
15. * Overcoat that is long and 
loose, and made of heavy 
Fabric
16. * They can complete 
risqué Outfits
18. Linguistic unit, for short
19. Run across
20. Certain ocean (abbr.)
21. Look with a sidelong 
glance
23. * Secondhand, like some 
Clothing
27. * Stockings
29. * One-piece Garment
33. Namely
34. Ms. Perlman, and others
35. * Designer perfume

39. Dreamlike, minus the "eal"
40. Covered with hair
41. * Weaving apparatus
43. * Seventies Styles
45. * Outer Garment
46. * Common item of 
Clothing, minus the "Sh"
47. * Like some Evening 
Gowns
49. * Scarlett O'Hara wore them
53. Pierce Powerfully
54. In the past, archaically
55. Mr. Whitney
57. * Clothier for Children: 
___Kosh B'Gosh
60. Mr. Cool J
61. * Like some Fashions
66. * Raincoat company, with 
"Fog"
69. * Woman's dressing Gown
70. Eavesdroppers
71. Juliette Low's org.
72. Sense organ

Down 
1. * Some pairs of Jeans 
hugged them in the 
Seventies
2. Princess in the British 
Royal Family, minus the 
"Eug"
3. * Person seen Backstage 
at a Fashion Show
4. Liquor, without the "ka"
5. Letters fit for a King or 
Queen
6. * Client's Concern of a 
Clothier: "Is this extra ___ 
charge all clients must 
pay?"
7. * Type of Sweater
8. Swimming Spots, minus 
the "Po"
9. Canadian prov.
10. Hartford is Here, for 
short
11. One who makes out a 
shape, such as a path, with 
a heavy tool, such as an ax
12. * Fashionable 
Question: "Hmmm... I 
wonder if I should wash 
this Cashmere Sweater by 
hand, ___ clean it?"
13. Letters at the end of a 
Letter
14. Sante completer
17. Country of northeast 
Africa, briefly
21. * Fashionable name in 
women's Apparel and 
Accessories
22. The Poet named 
Cummings
24. Slivery Serpent Sound
25. Group of Countries 
across the Ocean at #20A 
(Acronym)
26. Eat heartily
28. Break a Commandment
29. Sons to Srs.

30. "Nope!"
31. Grouper
32. Moves from a 
vertical position
36. Bouquet holders
37. Honker on the 
Highway
38. * Fitted part at the 
top of a Garment
40. * Designs on Dresses
42. Frantic
44. Start to "Cambrian" 
or "Historic"
45. Hemp shrub
48. Amount of milk, for 
short
49. Prison Pens
50. * Acrylic fiber
51. He (Initials) starred 
in "Jaws" (1975)
52. * Part of a #46A, 
without the "eve"
56. Verdict at a Movie 
Rating Committee: "We 
labelled ___."
58. Roofed colonnade of 
ancient Greece
59. In royal circles, the 
brother to the "Spare" is 
known as the what?
61. Soda
62. Bronze money used 
in ancient Rome
63. Ms. Zadora
64. Giant King of 
Bashan
65. He (Initials) starred 
in "All the President's 
Men" (1976)
67. * Fashionable 
Fragrance: Chanel ___ 5
68. Suffice
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April 2020 News and  Announcements 
The past month has seen a 
tremendous increase in 
this terrible COVID-19 
virus and know that our 
love and prayers are going 
out and up for each one of 
our church family and 
beyond. Our services have 
changed from being in 
person to only online with 
no home visits to prevent 

the spread of this potentially deadly virus! I will try 
to contact most of our membership through phone 
calls and our newsletters. Our prayers are going up 
for all and we will be looking out for everyone’s 
safety in the coming weeks! We look forward with 
great anticipation to see how God will bring us 
through this challenging time!  

Pastor Gary

Temporarily suspended — Our Luke Bible 
Study meets every Sunday evening at 4:30 p.m. and 
every Wednesday at the noon hour in Averitt Hall! 
Bring you Bible and an open heart and mind that is 
set on learning and we will adventure through this 
beautiful gospel account!

Temporarily suspended — Get in shape with 
DDP Yoga! ”Not sure?: 

Check out the web page https://ddpyoga.com/

Volume 2 Issue 15

pages/about-us

Then come join us at 5:15 on Mondays,Tuesday 
and Thursday at First UMC Magnolia as we work 
our way through this program to become stronger 
and healthier without impact on our joints."
 

Always remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing.  

So be one!
Pastor Gary

Crossword Puzzle Solution - “Fashion!”

https://ddpyoga.com/pages/about-us
https://ddpyoga.com/pages/about-us
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Easter Sunday - 2020 - Smack Dab in the Middle!
sick, the shortage of necessities, 
the loss of wages that some are 
experiencing, and the many 
unknowns that the future might 
bring.

It’s during times like these when 
the fears of what might happen 
can cause us to fret! Sometimes all 
we can do is wait and watch 
helplessly as our problems and 
worries continue to mount!

As I moved away from thinking 
about the concerns of the week 
and began to think more deeply 
about the message for this 
morning, I couldn’t help but think 
about all of Jesus' disciples: not 
just His core group of twelve  
disciples, but the many other men 
and women who were also sitting 
quietly on this day some 2,000 
years ago. 

They too were smack dab in the 
midst of Good Friday and Easter 
morning with many worries and 
questions troubling their brows as 
well.  

So let's leave our own worries and 
concerns aside for the moment 
and go back to revisit the events 
immedia te ly fo l lowing the 
crucifixion of our Lord …events 
that led up to that first Easter 
Sunday morning and see what 
happened to dispel the worries and 
fears of Jesus’ disciples...

After the crucifixion of Jesus and 
the claiming of His body by 
Joseph of Arimathea, the twelve 
minus Judas, and Jesus’ other 
f o l l o w e r s , c o u l d o n l y s i t 
helplessly as the hours ticked 
away. Just as helplessly as you 

and I might do in the midst of the 
troubles of our own lives. There 
were no wind-up clocks ticking in 
the background, no Netflix to take 
their minds off of the events of the 
week. There they were smack dab 
in the middle of watching the brutal 
beating and murder of their beloved 
rabbi and the unknown tomorrows 
that lay before them. 

I can only imagine the thoughts that 
may have crossed their minds that 
day: 

(1) They had seen Jesus perform 
miracle after miracle, but could 
Jesus miraculously raise Himself 
from the dead, as He said He 
would? Or was Jesus mistaken?

(2) What would become of them? 
Would they be treated as traitors to 
Judaism and expelled from the 
synagogues? 

(3) Or even worse, would they too 
be a r res t ed , bea ten beyond 
recognition, and brutally murdered 
like their beloved Jesus?

Countless other thoughts must have 
flowed their minds…

As they waited and pondered these 
thoughts, they knew they could not 
return to Jesus' tomb until the 
weekly Sabbath was over and so 
they waited and they waited, 
perhaps in fervent prayer at times 
and with tear-filled eyes at other 
times, but still they waited until 
dawn the very next morning. 

Out of great love for Jesus, the 
women left the safety of their 
homes while it was still dark to visit 
t h e t o m b . A s t h e w o m e n 

approached the tomb there was a 
great earthquake that shook them to 
the core. I suspect that the 
earthquake was caused by the 
angelic messenger who had been 
sent to roll the stone away from the 
entrance to the tomb. The angel's 
face was like lightening and his 
clothes were white as snow. Not 
only did the earth shake, but the 
guards were so shaken with fear 
that they fainted!

But before the women might faint 
also, the angel calmed them with 
these words, “Don’t be afraid!” —  
“I know you are looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified. 6 He isn’t here! 
He is risen from the dead, just as 
he said would happen!

After this, were born the first 
evangelists, no—not the guys, but 
the women! Please remember that 
the guys were still hiding-out 
behind locked doors out of fear. 
The women were the only ones 
brave enough, loving enough, and 
concerned enough to go to the 
tomb that first Easter morning.

S o . . . o n t h e w o m e n ’ s f i r s t 
evangelistic mission to tell about 
the Risen Christ, who do they run 
into?  

Why Jesus, of course, who greets 
them — at which the women fell 
down, grasped his feet and 
worshiped Him! He then gave them 
these comforting words and a 
command, “Don’t be afraid! Go 
tell my brothers to leave for 
Galilee, and they will see me 
there.”  Matthew 28:10

And with those words, Jesus re-
affirmed their evangelistic role to 
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Continued on Page 5
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proclaim Him as being risen from the 
dead! 

It's a beautiful account of a most 
miraculous event! 

But what did it mean?  

Hold that thought for a moment…  

A “Holy Exchange”

French writer Henri Barbusse wrote a 
memoir of his experiences in WWI 
called “Under Fire.” He wrote about 
a day when his regiment had attacked 
the German lines and were driven 
back under a barrage of heavy 
gun f i r e . Co l l aps ing in to t he 
momentary safety of a muddy trench, 
Barbusse found himself up to his 
knees in mud, pressed against the 
trench wall while German machine 
guns laid down heavy fire just inches 
above his head.

He looked to his left and saw a man 
h o r r i b l y w o u n d e d , h i s f a c e 
disfigured, obviously dying. The 
wounded man reached over and 
grabbed a companion by his side and 
pulled him close to his face and 
began to speak loudly, loud enough 
for Barbusse to hear. The wounded 
man said, “Dominic, you have been a 
good friend to me. You probably 
don’t know that I know that you are a 
criminal, that you joined the army to 
escape the police. I do not know what 
you did. I do not care; like I said, you 
have been a good friend to me. When 
the war is over the police will arrest 
you and send you to jail to pay for 
your crimes. They know where you 
are – they are just waiting to see if 
you make it out alive.” 

“Now is your chance. Give me your 

identification, your wallet and 
your papers.  I will give you 
mine. When I die, your crimes 
will die with me.  You will have a 
new name and a new life.” 

And so, with tears running down 
his face, Dominic exchanged 
identities with his friend and then 
held his friend in his arms as he 
died. He left that ditch a new man 
with a new life.

Luther called what happened on 
the cross a “holy exchange.” In 
His self-less sacrifice on Calvary, 
Christ exchanged His life for our 
sin-stained lives on Calvary’s 
cross, our sins died with Jesus 
and a new life, an eternal life was 
born in us.

Why was such an exchange even 
needed? 

With the fall of humankind in the 
Garden of Eden, sin is what keeps 
us from God and our eternal 
home in heaven. Let’s think of 
our sin in the form of a record-
book of every sin we have ever 
committed. I’ll place it on my left 
hand. This sin is what stands 
between each of us and God. 
Herein lies the dilemma: God is 
loving and wants to forgive us of 
our sins, but He is also just and 
must punish sin.  

What was God to do? 

Here is the answer to the 
dilemma: God sent his Son, Jesus, 
as the perfect sacrifice for our sin. 
Now, imagine that my right 
hand represents Jesus. In Isaiah 
53:6 we read, “All we like sheep 
have gone astray, we have turned 

Volume 2 Issue 15

everyone to his own way and the 
Lord has laid upon Him (Jesus) 
the iniquity (or sin) of us all.”  

So the barrier to God, my sin, is 
transferred to Jesus, (The Holy 
exchange) by grace through 
faith! We have a new name 
indelibly written in glory and a 
new life in the here and now and 
for all of eternity

Although those first Easter 
morning evangelists may not 
have known a l l tha t the 
r e s u r r ec t i on mean t , t hey 
faithfully delivered the Good 
News that Christ was risen from 
the dead! Soon enough they 
would all learn that the gift of 
God is eternal life through 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Salvation is but a breath away 
by God’s grace through faith in 
Jesus.

As Dominic heard his friend’s 
call, “Now is your chance!” I 
say to you also, “Now is your 
chance!” Come to Him this day 
and you will have eternal life as 
a promise from the God of the 
universe, the one who is faithful 
and true! 

Remember always, that you 
have been blessed to be a 
blessing!  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Easter Sunday - 2020 - Smack Dab in the Middle!
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I Feel a Disturbance in the Force!
In the Star Wars series of movies, I can recall at least two instances where Obi Wan Kenobi and Yoda said they felt 
a disturbance in the Force. The feeling within their spirits manifested itself by their downcast faces as they were 
enveloped by feelings of pain and loss. The feelings of those fictional characters were associated with a “real” in-
movie tragedy that they felt in their innermost beings.

As the service was beginning on Triumphal Entry Sunday, I believe I came as close as possible to feeling such a 
disturbance in my spirit as well. There was a feeling of sadness, tension, and nervousness that was rather 
overwhelming. I felt like my concentration was off and I had trouble focusing my thoughts on the message of the 
hour. Rather than stumble and fall, the only thing I knew to do was to trust that God would be with me and lead me 
though. Perhaps that’s how you’re feeling right now. Not sure exactly what the outcome of this pandemic might be; 
will you or a loved one get sick? Will you lose some of your income?  Will you have enough supplies to make it 
through? These are real concerns and not to be taken lightly. 

There is an intensity that has been growing over the weeks since COVID-19 has been on the rise. According to the 
latest numbers, the pandemic is escalating with deadly consequences for many. This is a world-wide disturbance 
that is palpable, if and when we slow down long enough to sense it. For some of us the danger has struck close to 
home with a loved one in the deadly clutches of this virus. Others, have lost loved ones, while the rest of us can 
only wait and wonder when this pandemic will be nothing but a bad memory. But in the meantime, what do we do? 
In the Book of Philippians, the Apostle Paul wrote, “Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions 
and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s 
wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens when 
Christ displaces worry at the center of your life.” Philippians 4:6-7 (The Message) 

Whatever happens, we will be emerge from this pandemic permanently changed. Hopefully, we will emerge with a 
greater appreciation for the blessings we have and a greater love for those around us.

Earlier this week, Melissa read me a post made by a co-worker in Christ. It is a prayer that really caught my 
attention and I’d like to close with it now. By the way, there was no attribution given or I would share it now.

The post began by saying, “For weeks I have heard people saying, “I just can’t wait for things to be back to 
normal.” I remember even saying that a few times myself. But as I’ve thought about our current situation I have 
realized how much I don’t want things to go back to the way they were.” 

Here are a few thoughts from the post…

1. I pray

🙏

 that the next time a friend grabs you and pulls you in for a hug, that you actually take the time to 
appreciate the gift of their embrace.

2. I pray

🙏

that when school resumes and you are dropping your kids off, you take the time to thank the staff for 

the gift that they give to your family, 

🤗

 hug your children and send them on their way.

3. I pray

🙏

 that the next time we’re sitting in a crowded restaurant we take the time to look around at the smiling 

faces, loud voices and thank

😊

God for the gift of community.

4. I pray

🙏

that the next time we’re standing in church listening to the voices of praise and taking communion 

🍷

that we take a moment to thank

😊

 God for the gift of congregation.

5. I pray

🙏

 that the next time we see a person or situation that needs 

🙏

 prayer, I hope we pray

🙏

 as passionately 
and fervently as we have these past few weeks.
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Magnolia First United Methodist Church Corona Response
The Magnolia First United Methodist Church Administrative Council unanimously voted this evening 
to discontinue all in-person church services, Bible studies, and meetings until further notice. 

We will continue our Lenten journey but in a most unexpected way:

Services: Our heart’s desire is to continue worship but in an online format so that our family of 
believers can safely worship God!  Youth and Treehouse Kids will be done via YouTube for the 
Treehouse Kids and “Zoom” Conference calls for Youth!

We will provide more information later this week as to how the services will be viewable. We will 
also have our Sunday service videos available via a YouTube link. Our services will be conducted 
with a “skeleton” worship team so that the service will be nearly identical to our regular Sunday 
morning worship experience.  This week —  we will be live-streaming on Facebook live from the 
church webpage!  Channel 13 and our radio broadcasts are back in operation!  Praise God!

Giving: God’s tithes, along with our offerings, and gifts can be given via multiple avenues that will be 
announced later this week. We have mailed out offering envelopes and are currently exploring online 
giving options!

Time Frame: We will reevaluate this temporary change of worship services, Bible studies, and 
meetings at the end of April, 2020.  The safety of our congregation is of the utmost importance; 
therefore, we will only resume regular in-person worship services, Bible studies, and meetings when 
safety permits.

Blessings to our beloved family of faith and our prayers for healing and safety go with you all in these 
challenging times! 

Pastor Gary

A Word from Joe Kaar, Finance Chairman
From your Finance Committee….

For the first three Sundays, our giving for March has been $56,916 and year to date has
been $131,255. Our bills are current and we will finish the month with a positive
balance.

Without having a face-to-face service, we will not have a Sunday offering which is our
main point of giving. While we have reduced our weekly worship and programming due
to the President’s request to help curtail the spread of the Covid-19 virus, our expenses
continue.

Enclosed is an envelope addressed to the church. If you are able, please try to keep
your giving current by mailing the check that you would normally place in the offering
plate.

God is good, all of the time!                       Joe Kaar, Chair
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 Liturgical Color: White or Gold

White symbolizes purity, holiness, and 
virtue, as well as respect and reverence. 
White is used for all high Holy Days and 
festival days of the Church Year, 
especially the seasons of Christmas and 
Easter, as well as for baptism, marriage, 
dedications, and in some traditions for the 
ordination of ministers. In some church 
traditions it is also used for funerals as a 
symbol of the resurrection.

6. I pray

🙏

 that when we are in the grocery store that we take a moment to thank

😊

 God that He provides us with the 
necessities of life and the amazing people who work so hard to keep us supplied. 
7. I pray

🙏

 that we never again take for granted the ability to hop in the car and visit a friend, go to the mall, take our 

kids to a movie 

🎥

 etc. 

So, truth is, I don’t want things to return to the way they once were. I pray

🙏

that we take the lessons and challenges of 

the past few weeks and create a new normal. My goal is to pray

🙏

 more, love 

❤

 harder, and truly appreciate the daily 

abundance of blessings that were so easily overlooked just a mere few weeks ago.  If someone tells you they love 

❤

 

you, take it to heart! 

❤❤❤

We have experienced a real disturbance in our lives, a disturbance that has brought out the worst in some, but hopefully 
the best in others. So what can we do in the meantime? Trust God? Absolutely, but we also have to use the wisdom and 
guidance of those whom God has blessed with the requisite knowledge to help us all make it through this pandemic.  

(1) Stay home and stay safe!
(2) Social Distancing — Avoid large gatherings!
(3) Wash You Hands
(4) Wear a protective mask
(5) Use common sense!

And remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So keep on being one!

Pastor Gary

http://www.crivoice.org/chyear.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyxmas.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html

