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This Sunday morning, we begin the season of Advent. In case you've always wondered 
but were too afraid to ask, the word advent comes from Medieval Latin, adventus, 
which means "coming" or "arrival." It speaks about the coming or arrival of our Lord 
Jesus on that first "Christmas Day. The term is also used concerning the blessed hope, 
the 2nd Advent, or the 2nd Coming of our Lord Jesus. This blessed hope refers to 
when Jesus will return for His Church. 
 

Psalm 25:1-10 

O Lord, I give my life to you.

2 I trust in you, my God!
Do not let me be disgraced,

    or let my enemies rejoice in my defeat.
3 No one who trusts in you will ever be disgraced,

    but disgrace comes to those who try to deceive others.
4  Show me the right path, O Lord;
    point out the road for me to follow.

5 Lead me by your truth and teach me,
    for you are the God who saves me.
    All day long I put my hope in you.

6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and unfailing love,
    which you have shown from long ages past.

7 Do not remember the rebellious sins of my youth.
    Remember me in the light of your unfailing love,

    for you are merciful, O Lord.
8 The Lord is good and does what is right;

    he shows the proper path to those who go astray.
9 He leads the humble in doing right,

    teaching them his way.
10 The Lord leads with unfailing love and faithfulness

    all who keep his covenant and obey his demands.

One pastor tells the story of eating dinner with his family during Advent. He 
asked, "Who can tell me what the four outer candles in the Advent wreath 
represent?" His 7-year old son quickly piped up, 'There's love, joy, and… love, joy, 
and…." The little boy just couldn't think of the name of the other candles! Eager to 
impress her dad, the pastor's six-year-old daughter excitedly broke in, "I know their 
names! They're what you're always telling momma that you need! Peace and quiet!" 

That hard-to-remember candle is the candle of hope, and as you might have guessed, 
this is the Sunday of Hope. Hope is essential, isn't it? Yet hope is the Advent theme 
that can be easy to forget. Scripture promises us hope, but unfortunately, many people 
feel hopeless and sad even as we enter into this week of hope. 
 
By the way, each of the Sundays of Advent has a descriptive name for that week's 
theme. This First Sunday of Advent is also known as the Sunday of Hope! But despite 
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Across 

1. * Sir George ___ (He signed The 
Beatles to a record deal with 
Parlophone, a subsidiary of EMI, in 
1962. He also became their very 
talented Producer.)
7. Part of the Psyche (pl.)
10. Mr. Wagner, to pals
13. * From the 'Let it Be' (1970) album: 
"___ the Universe"
14. Certain Caustic
15. Café Lait connecter
16. Scarlett's home
17. * The Beatles' anthem: "___ You 
Need Is Love"
18. * Mr. Preston who played keyboards 
on "Get Back" [From 'Let It Be' (1970)]
20. Aniston's hubby
21. Young Horse ...gone haywire?
22. * See #50D
23. * This song opens with this line: 
"The world is treating me bad..."
25. * "I'm ___ Sleeping" [From 
'Revolver' (1966)]
27. In the past
28. Ms. Horne ...flipped around?
30. Volcanic residue
32. * Legendary Locale in Liverpool
37. Italian Island
41. * Directed by Richard Lester, it was 
John, Paul, George and Ringo's first 
movie: "___ Day's Night" (1964)
42. Domestic swine

43. * Mr. Epstein (Manager of The 
Beatles who helped them get to the 
Toppermost of the Poppermost)
44. * Mr. Shankar who gave George 
Harrison pointers on how to play 
the sitar
45. * Beatles song
47. * Lennon-McCartney song: "We 
___ Work It Out"
49. Before ...backwards?
50. Gift of the what?
53. * "___ ruoY dloH ot tnaW I" 
:4691 ,ht9 yraurbeF no ,wohs 
s'navilluS dE no deraeppa yeht 
nehw gnos siht deyalp seltaeB ehT
55. * John Lennon and Yoko Ono 
were into it
60. Woolly-haired mammal
62. * Mr. Best (The drummer who 
Ringo replaced)
64. World Org. ...flipped around?
65. * Paul being barefoot on its 
cover was considered part of the 
'evidence' that the whole Paul is 
Dead rumor was true: '___ 
Road' (1969)
66. * "___ Love You": In the 
United Kingdom, it was the flip-
side of the single at #61D
67. Pair ...on the fritz?
68. Length measurement (abbr.)
69. House Siding, without the 
"minum"
70. * While on an extended gig in 

Hamburg, Germany, Stuart 
Sutcliffe (the band's original 
bassist) fell in love with this artsy 
blonde who would take the now-
famous black and white 
photographs of the leather-clad 
Beatles
72. * Bellowed during 
Beatlemania: "Mom, I want my 
hair to be just like the Mop Tops 
--___ I have to start letting it grow 
long!"
73. * The Beatles sang "All 
Together Now" at the end of the 
animated movie "Yellow 
Submarine" (1968). Here is a part 
from it: "One, two, three, four / 
Can I have a little more? / Five, 
six, seven, eight / Nine, ___ I love 
you...
74. * The Fab Four's competition, 
with The

Down 

1. Pa's Partner
2. Play Part
3. * Starkey's stage 
name ...flipped around?
4. Rich dessert
5. * "Happiness ___ Warm 
Gun" (Song from the 1968 album, 
'The Beatles', which is commonly 
known as 'The White Album')
6. * People who love The Beatles, 
without the "Fa"
7. * Beatles song
8. * His songwriting style inspired 
the Lennon-sung tune at #56D
9. Ms. Hinton
10. * The B-Side to "Paperback 
Writer"
11. * She had seashell eyes
12. * From the song "Hello, 
Goodbye": "...yes, I ___..."
17. Vestment in Vietnam, with 
Dai
18. * Song sung by Ringo on the 
'Please Please Me' album released 
in the United Kingdom, in 1963
19. Thing in a fireplace
20. After noon letters
21. Ms. Redgrave
24. Mr. Depardieu, without the 
"Ge"
26. Scientific Spot, smallily
29. Canyon Sound! ...Canyon 
Sound! ...Canyon Sound!
31. * Paul McCartney sang it --
which is widely regarded as one 
of his best love songs: "___, There 
and Everywhere"

32. * BEEP! BEEP! It's from 
the 'Rubber Soul' album 
released in the United 
Kingdom, on December 3rd, 
1965: "Drive My ___"
33. "Gotcha!"
34. Wow!, minus the "oom!"
35. * Mr. Clapton who played 
lead guitar on "While My 
Guitar Gently Weeps" (Written 
by George Harrison)
36. Yuckies
38. Flexible, minus the "ber"
39. Cry from the barn
40. Ms. Miller
43. Town in southern 
California
45. Tripled letter
46. Beverage in a Bar ...gone 
bonkers?
48. * Groundbreaker from 'Sgt. 
Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club 
Band' (1967): "___ in the Life"
50. * John sings "I told you 
about strawberry fields / You 
know the place where nothing 
is real" on this song, with #22A
51. Priest's garment
52. * "___ in Black" [From 
'Beatles for Sale' (1964)]
54. * The Beatles' company: 
___ Corps Ltd
56. * "You've ___ Hide Your 
Love Away" (From the 'Help!' 
album of 1965)
57. * From the hard-rocking 
song, "Helter Skelter": "When I 
get to the bottom I go back / To 
the top of the slide / Where I 
stop and ___ / And I go for a 
ride / Till I get to the bottom / 
And I see you again....
58. * Beatles song, with Sexy
59. Alphabet sequence
61. * Harmonica is heard on 
this hit which hit the #1 spot on 
the Billboard chart in the 
States, on May 30th, 1964: 
"Love ___"
63. Scale Syllable
67. Founded, for short
69. * "Any Time ___ 
All" (From #41A)
70. * Q. "Do you think there 
will ever be another group or 
singer ___ big ___ The 
Beatles?" A. "No."
71. * The Beatles and Wings, 
without the "Ban"
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December 2021 News and Announcements 
Okay, here we are in 
December of 2021 and my 
questions is, “Where did the 
year go?”

I’m not 100% sure, but it 
went nonetheless! 

However, there are many 
things to be thankful for and 
one of them is our Stewpot 
Ministry!

Throught the year, we have many dedicated volunteers 
who give up their time, money, and serve others with hot 
and healthy meals three times per week!  

Here are some of the many meals and faces of some folks 
who helped in our recent Mac’s CashSaver Can Drive!

Volume 3 Issue 43

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“The Beatles”
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Prepping for the Apocalypse
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its cheery title, many people feel sad and hopeless around this time of the year! I was one of those people at more than 
one point in my life! S.A.D. Seasonal Affective Disorder – weather, sunshine, etc. S.A.D. is "A mood disorder 
characterized by depression that occurs at the same time every year. Seasonal Affective Disorder occurs in climates with 
less sunlight at certain times of the year. Symptoms include fatigue, depression, hopelessness, and social 
withdrawal. Treatment includes light therapy (phototherapy), talk therapy, and medications.
 
Why so sad when it's the Season of Hope? Perhaps it's due to the many hopes and dreams that have been dashed in our 
lives. Still, It could also be the many missed opportunities of life, illnesses like COVID-19 and cancer, financial 
insecurity, food insecurity for some, reports of violence and hatred in our streets, broken hearts and broken dreams, and 
the list could go on and on.
 
And what of our hopes? Are they just pipe-dreams, like those dreams we had as children that we might grow up to be a 
star athlete, astronaut, famous musician, etc., or some those even adult dreams where we’ve thought, “I sure do hope I 
win the lottery!”  All the while realizing that it was just a fanciful dream.  

But therein lies the problem; when we hear Holy Scripture speaking about the hope that we, as believers, should have, 
we wonder if this hope will be crushed just like our other hopes and dreams were?  

And then not only do many of our dreams go out the window, but bad things  happen to us, and we might even wonder, 
“Does God know what’s happening to me?  Does He even care? Is there any hope left out there?”
 
Let me reassure you, God knows, cares, and yes, there is always hope! The hope that we have in Him has been proven 
in the past, is equally valid for the present, and can be depended on for the future!  

So what’s different about the kind of hope that Scripture calls us to have?  In  contrast to our occasionally dashed earthly 
hopes, biblical “hope” is not wishful thinking as the word “hope” has come to mean in our language. In the Greek, the 
word for hope is elpis (el-pece') That word elpis (ἔλπω) means to anticipate, usually with expectation and confidence.  

The clear implication is that biblical hope carries with it a Confident Expectation that what God has promised will 
happen!

With those thoughts in mind, let’s consider “hope” in the past, present, and future:

I. The Past: The hope, the confident expectation, of Israel was that the Messiah would come! Where did they get this 
hope from? They got this confident expectation from God’s Word and the trustworthy promises that it contains!

Let me give you a brief list of the many promises of the coming Savior that appear like a scarlet thread running 
throughout the Old Testament, starting with its initial hint after the first recorded sin in the Book of Genesis, when: 

1.) God promised the serpent (Satan) that Eve’s offspring would crush him (Genesis 3:15).

2.) The next promise came to Abraham when God said he would bless all people through his line (Genesis 12:3). 

3.) Abraham’s great grandson, Judah, was promised that an eternal scepter (ruler) would come from his lineage (Genesis 
49:10). 

4.) Thousands of years later, David, the son of Jesse, came from that very line to rule Israel.  Isaiah prophesied that from 
David’s line would come the ultimate King (Isaiah 11:1–5). 

5.) Isaiah also foretold that a virgin would bear a son (Isaiah 7:14) 

6.) ...and he also foretold of the miraculous works he would do (Isaiah 35:5–6). 
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7.) The prophet Micah said Jesus would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). 

8.) The prophet Zechariah accurately described his humble circumstances and betrayal (Zechariah 9:6; 11:12–
13). 

9.) The prophet Isaiah vividly foretold the torturous death Jesus would die and why (Isaiah 53), and ...

10.) David told of Jesus’ resurrection (Psalm 16:10).

They all had a confident expectation that what God had told them would come to pass!

II. The Present: Although our passage for this morning tells of the past as it points to the future, it also remains 
firmly planted in the present day! It is firmly planted here because this is where we live right now, and it is our 
most critical concern! Our decisions in the here and now determine our future, both in the natural and the spiritual 
realms! This is the time to be watchful as we patiently wait. But this watchful waiting is not idle time; it is a time 
to actively live out the Christian life with the hope that God has placed on your heart!  

There is a purpose and a promise to this active watching and waiting!

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for him and how 
you have shown your love to him by caring for other believers, as you still do. 11 Our great desire is that you will 
keep on loving others as long as life lasts, in order to make certain that what you hope for will come true. 12Then 
you will not become spiritually dull and indifferent. Instead, you will follow the example of those who are going to 
inherit God’s promises because of their faith and endurance.”  Hebrews 6:10-12

You might be thinking, “But what about the bad things that have happened in my life?” (Or may even be 
happening right now?) 

This has been a hard-learned life lesson for me, but it is nonetheless true!  Most of us have discovered that many 
of our experiences in life are a mixture of good and bad. But all of these experiences, good and bad, make us who 
we are—not in the way a potter shapes a bowl, but in the way flour, butter, baking soda, oil, and sugar go together 
to make a cake. Most of those ingredients by themselves would not be very tasty if eaten or drunk on their own!  
Imagine drinking raw eggs, snacking on a cup or two of flour, or sipping on some vegetable oil!  Yuck!  But mix 
them together, pour the batter into a cake pan, bake in a pre-heated oven, and you’ve probably got a pretty tasty 
treat! Similarly, if you take away some of those individual and not-so-tasty ingredients that make up the cake, it 
won't turn out quite right. 

Who you now are is the culmination of your life experiences and relationships.  Even though life is full of many 
things that are a mixture of bitter, sour, sweet, and occasionally a little nauseating, God takes your life and those 
experiences and molds you, if you let Him, into the victorious Christian He desires to create.  

III. The Future: None of us really know what exactly the future will bring or when, but we walk by faith and not 
by sight,  trusting that God can bring us through to a beautiful life for all eternity! 

The Prophet Jeremiah wrote, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for wholeness and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11

How do we know that things will not change with God?  In Hebrews 13:8, the Apostle Paul wrote, “Jesus Christ 
the same yesterday, and today, and forever.”

So with all of this watchful waiting on this Sunday of hope, “What should we do as we are watching and 
waiting?”
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Paintbrush Attitudes — Taking Your Atmosphere with You!
1.) Focus on the positive - The Apostle Paul tells us what to think about to have a victorious Christian 
life...Philippians 4:8 “And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and 
honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of 
praise.”

2.) Trust God through the good and the bad - Having a confidant expectation that “And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28  

a) Jesus said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” Hebrew 13:5 

b) In John 14:1-6, Jesus also said, “Let not your heart be troubled….”

3.) Let your faith and hope be seen by your actions – The Apostle James tells us, “But don’t just listen to God’s 
word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.” James 1:22 (NLT)

Because of what happened in the past, we have a confident expectation that what God is promising in our lives for 
today, and what will happen in the future will come to pass!  

Let’s take  the treatment for S.A.D. and make it one of faith in God!

Symptoms include fatigue, depression, hopelessness, and social withdrawal. Treatment includes light therapy 
(phototherapy), talk therapy, and medications.

(1) Phototherapy — Expose yourself to the divine light that can heal — in John 8:12, we read, “Jesus spoke to the 
people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because 
you will have the light that leads to life.”

(2) Prayer and Christian Fellowship — Psalm 147:3 "He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.”

(3) God’s Word — Proverbs 4:20-23 My child, pay attention to what I say. Listen carefully to my words.21 Don’t lose 
sight of them. Let them penetrate deep into your heart, 22 for they bring life to those who find them, and healing to 
their whole body. 23  Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life.

You have been blessed in the past, you are being blessed in the present, and you will be blessed in the future in order 
to be a blessing to others, so be one!

Pastor Gary
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How 'Duck-and-Cover' Drills Channeled America's Cold War Anxiety

Continued on Page 8

Amid an escalating arms race, civil defense drills offered comically simple strategies for surviving 
an atomic attack. Mar 26, 2019

On August 29, 1949, the Soviet Union detonated its first nuclear device at a remote site in Kazakhstan, 
signaling a new and terrifying phase in the Cold War. By the early 1950s, schools across the United 
States were training students to dive under their desks and cover their heads. The now-infamous duck-
and-cover drills simulated what should be done in case of an atomic attack—and channeled a growing 
panic over an escalating arms race.

“During this period, the United States is suddenly having to really reckon with the fact that it is not the 
only nuclear power out there anymore,” says Alex Wellerstein, a historian of science and nuclear 
weapons and professor at the Stevens Institute of Technology. “Now, instead of just seeing the bomb as 
this asset that we could use or not use...it suddenly is brought to bear that this is something that could be 
used against us.”

The school drills, which were part of President Harry S. Truman’s Federal Civil Defense Administration 
program, aimed to educate the public about what ordinary people could do to protect themselves—and 
they were easy to mock. After all, how was ducking and covering really going to protect you from a 
nuclear bomb detonating your school? But according to Wellerstein, in some scenarios, the drills could 
have actually helped.
“People look at this and they say, how's my school desk going to protect me against an atomic bomb that 
goes off right overhead?” says Wellerstein. “The answer is, it isn't. It's going to protect you from an 
atomic bomb that goes off a little in the distance.”

Introducing...Bert the Turtle

In 1951, the FCDA hired Archer Productions, a New York City ad agency, to create a film that could be 
shown in schools to educate children about how to protect themselves in the case of atomic attack. The 
resulting film, Duck and Cover, was filmed at a school in Astoria, Queens, and alternated animation with 
images of students and adults practicing the recommended safety techniques.

As cheery music played, the film’s animated hero, Bert the Turtle, is shown dropping to the ground 
(“DUCK!”) and retreating into his shell (“COVER!”) after an explosion. An atomic attack, in the film, is 
presented as one more danger children could learn to protect themselves against, similar to fire, 
automobile accidents, and even a bad sunburn.

The 1950s film Duck And Cover depicted safety techniques in preparation of the dangers from 
Soviet nuclear attacks.
Corbis/Getty Images

In the case of an attack, the film instructs students to make like Bert: duck under tables or desks, 
or next to walls, and tightly cover the back of their necks and their faces. If they were out and 
about, and didn’t know the nearest safe location, they were told to ask the nearest adult—and to 
always obey the civil defense workers tasked with ensuring their safety.
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How 'Duck-and-Cover' Drills Channeled America's Cold War Anxiety

Continued on Page 9

To confront the growing nuclear threat, the focus of U.S. civil defense had moved on to the 
construction of fallout shelters, which the FCDA (by now renamed the Office of Defense 
Mobilization) recommended as the next step in protection against a possible nuclear disaster. 

On the heels of the Sputnik flight in 1957, motivated lawmakers passed the National Defense 
Education Act, underlining the perceived importance of America’s schools in the battle for Cold 
War supremacy.

But in the early ‘50s, when duck and cover drills were in use, they might have helped. “Duck 
and cover was about mitigating a very specific type of threat, which is to say what the Soviet 
Union had at the time,” Wellerstein explains. In the early ‘50s, the Soviets didn’t have many 
atomic bombs, and those they did have were “basically of the same kind as were used in World 
War II. Not the most advanced kind, and definitely not the largest kind that they would later 
get.”
Duck and Cover Legacy
Another key criticism of duck and cover focused on the intent behind it: what many people saw 
as the government’s way of sanitizing nuclear weapons and making people complacent and 
accepting of the new status quo.

In fact, as historian Dee Garrison has argued, students’ responses to civil defense drills in 
schools would later fuel antiwar and antinuclear activism, on the part of both outraged parents 
and the students themselves.

“People who today talk about doing duck and cover drills talk about being terrified by them,” 
Wellerstein points out. “They talk about them really hammering home that this stuff is real, 
and... that the world is a really disturbing place.” 

'Duck and Cover' Intent: Warn, Not Frighten

Today’s viewers may well react negatively to Duck and Cover and its jarringly pleasant, light 
tone. But in the early ‘50s, most Americans knew little about what actually happened when an 
atomic bomb exploded, and the idea was to warn, but not frighten, the school children taking 
part in the drills. 

Historian JoAnne Brown writes of how teachers in Detroit sang songs, told stories and played 
records while the children were in the “refuge area,” while a teacher in Newton, Massachusetts, 
decorated the school bomb shelter as a “reading den.”

“The juxtaposition of that kind of imagery—let's read a book and tell stories—with the horrors 
of an atomic bomb, this leads a lot of people then and now to say, I don't think this is going to 
work,” says Wellerstein.
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Paintbrush Attitudes — Taking Your Atmosphere with You!
Why Duck and Cover Strategies Could Have Worked

By the early 1960s, the U.S.-Soviet arms race had heated up to the point that duck and cover came to 
look like an even more inadequate response to the nuclear threat. In 1961, the Soviets exploded a 58-
megaton bomb dubbed “Czar Bomba,” which had a force equivalent to more than 50 million tons of 
TNT—more than all the explosives used in World War II.

The 1950s film Duck And Cover depicted 
safety techniques in preparation of the 
dangers from Soviet nuclear attacks.

Corbis/Getty Images



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 A.M.

SPARES AND PAIRS 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
December 5, 2021

2nd Sunday of Advent                  
Lectionary Texts:

Malachi 3:1-4,                                        
Luke 1:68-79 (UMH 208),                

Philippians 1:3-11,                                 
Luke 3:1-6 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time 
between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Advent 1 and 2 — Hope and Peace


