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Paul was writing this letter to thank the Church at Philippi for their concerns 
for him, their financial support, and their gifts. He also wanted to warn them of 
possible persecution in the coming months and years. This warning came with 
a call for unity within their churches so that they could stand faithful in the 
perilous days to come.

Philippians 4:4-7 Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice! 
5 Let everyone see that you are considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord 
is coming soon. 6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. 
Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then you will 
experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace 
will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.

Do you what a spoonerism is?  A spoonerism is an accidental transposition of 
sounds, usually the initial sounds of two or more words.

Let me give you a few examples:

These verbal bloopers are aptly named for the Reverend William A. Spooner! 

He was apparently famous for such mistakes in speech. One of Reverend 
Spooner’s more famous spoonerisms was when he meant to say, 

 — “The cheerful tidings of the gospel,” but it came out as 

—  “the tearful chiding of the gospel.”  [To chide means to scold!]

It is both humorous and sad at the same time. It is humorous for its 
misstatement of the original words. It is "sad" because I have seen this 
"Spoonerism" lived out in both the preaching in a church and the 
congregation's attitude toward their church, life, and people. Some of us have 
forgotten that our faith should be overflowing with "good news of great joy, 
which shall be to all people." Luke 2:10

In the stress and anxiety-filled world we live in, we need to be bearers of this 
good news!  Not just bearers, as in a message delivered, but people who are 
genuinely filled with the joy of the Lord!

Before we begin, let me ask you a question.  When was the last time you felt 
joyful?
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Across 
1. * Birds do it in the Fall
8. Superior of a Monastery, 
in France
12. Wine-producing locale of 
France
13. * Fall bloomers
15. * The days become this 
in the Fall
17. Host of "Who Want to Be 
a Millionaire" (TV)
18. Dance club
19. Robot play
22. Chowed down
23. * Some animals will 
grow a what in the Fall?
28. Pa's wife
30. Terra Firma
31. Semitic deity
32. Mr. Milne
34. Swept through
37. Ballesteros the Golfer
39. * Like a beautiful Fall 

day
41. * Some trees do it in 
the Fall
44. Acadian settlement in 
Nova Scotia
45. Boo-Boo
46. Before now, to a Scot
47. Indefinite article
48. Geological time
50. Clark's love
52. Eurythmics member 
(Initials)
53. * Fall celebration
57. Road surface
59. Damp
60. Change
63. Locales
66. * The what changes in 
the Fall?
68. * Fall treat
72. Doctors' gr.
73. Let Loose
74. * They are revealed 

brilliantly in Foliage in 
the Fall
Down 
1. * Fall Freezer
2. Character on "The 
Addams Family" (TV)
3. Point on a Compass
4. "___ Town" (1940)
5. World org.
6. End-of-Work-Week 
flankers of ".G.I."
7. He (Initials) starred on 
"Barney Miller" (TV)
8. Veneration
9. Caused to exist
10. Certain person living 
in the UK
11. Being
12. Letter of the Greek 
alphabet
14. Word with Else
15. State in the U.S.A.
16. Drudge
19. * Hue of some Fall 
Foliage
20. Ancient city of 
Sumer
21. Certain 
entertainment co.
24. Green stuff
25. Leg joints
26. At a previous time
27. Nimbuses
28. Mediterranean nation
29. * Type of squash 
from Fall's harvest
32. Heard at a Television 
Trivia Challenge: "What 
show was ___-up of 
daytime dramas?"
33. Church areas (var. 

sp.)
35. It'll make "rient" 
Hungry
36. "Bolero" (1984) 
name
38. Wrongdoing
40. Climbing plant
42. Honk of a Horn
43. Mr. Ericsson
49. Immediately
51. Tractor Trailer
53. Heard at a Beatles 
Convention: "Did they 
sign with Decca ___?"
54. Part of the title of a 
Beatles movie
55. Body: Prefix
56. Trolleys
57. Gift sealer
58. Type of Lily
61. School org.
62. Pronoun
64. Appropriate
65. Locale of Regina 
on an env.
66. It'll turn "arron" 
into a River in New 
Mexico
67. Mr. Majors
69. Initials of a famous 
Violinist
70. Nickel symbol
71. Movie rating
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T h e F a l l S e a s o n i s 
beginning to make itself 
know with a recent drop in 
temperature. No color 
changes have been seen so 
far, but that should be right 
around the corner!

My nostalgia has been 
amping up for some reason. 
Upon further reflection, my 
levels of nostalgia always 

seem to be at a higher level than others around me. 
Perhaps I desire to "right some wrongs," make better 
choices, or ensure that some situations would have never 
occurred! That might sound like a good idea, but altering 
all of those negative things would have changed how I 
have grown spiritually and emotionally. It might have 
changed my course in ministry, family, and meeting the 
love of my life, Melissa! I truly believe that God 
does "work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the cal led according to His 
purpose." Romans 8:28

So, as much as I thought it would be great to go back in 
time to make better choices in the people in my life, my 
former career, and life in general, it would change who 
God has shaped me to be in ministry. Regret some 
mistakes" I most certainly do! But because of what God 
has shown me through those mistakes and the new people 
in my life, I would not change a thing!

So, take heart and be thankful to God for who you are, 
the people in your life, and what God has done for you 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 38

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of thse 
questions and your leadership of our betuiful ccommunity 
if faith!

Pastor Gary

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Fall Fair”



4 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger

The Attitude of Joy

Continued on Page 5

Volume 3 Issue 38

joyful?

You might be thinking, "Ah, Yes! I remember it well! The date was September 3rd, 1969! What a great 
and joyous day that was!"

Yes, to be filled with joy is a beautiful experience! But sometimes, we confuse mere happiness, as nice as 
that is, with long-lasting joy. Such joy can last through trials and challenges, while happiness can be a 
fleeting emotion.  

So when we hear about joy from the Bible, we might think that such a feeling is sort of a pie in the sky pipe 
dream.  But let me assure you, it is no pipe-dream and is attainable!

The notion is that a living faith in Christ Jesus does not make us somber, sullen, and sad; rather, real christian 
faith makes us joyful, confident, and thankful. That does not mean we will not go through some challenging 
times in our lives, for we most certainly will experience those things on occasion, but we can go through them 
with true joy in our hearts. 

Well, before we go too far, let me give you the standard definition of Joy. 

Joy is defined as: a feeling of great pleasure and happiness.

Suppose that's our working definition of Joy. In that case, it will be very challenging to experience joy in our 
darkest and most difficult times in life!

The pleasures of life can come and go with changing circumstances. The same is true of happiness. It also can 
be a fleeting emotion that is contingent on the circumstances of life. One moment, our health and finances 
might be excellent, and we are soaring on the clouds of pleasure and happiness. The next moment, our worlds 
can come crashing down on us with the loss of some aspect of our health, finances, or relationships! During 
such challenging times, it's tough to enjoy even our previously enjoyed earthly pleasures and happiness!

Biblical joy is rooted and found within God Himself, but we can also experience joy in each other!   

For Paul, the source of a great deal of his internal joy came from external sources because Paul spent many 
years of his Christian life being persecuted and imprisoned. As a matter of fact, this letter to the Philippians 
was written from a miserable prison cell in Rome. A prison cell devoid of lights, fresh air, proper sanitation, 
and earthly hope!  

Do keep in mind that Paul and James had radically different outlooks than most of us!  

In James 1:2, James wrote, “Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it 
an opportunity for great joy.” NLT

Moore lists three pieces of evidence of Joy in this chapter…
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I. Moore notes that the Bible is a Radiantly Joyful Book.  I agree with Moore up to a point. Yes, it is 
ultimately a radiantly joyful book, but it also records many human failures, sins, mean-spiritedness of 
numerous rulers, religious leaders, and everyday folks as well. And despite Paul’s incarceration, 
floggings, shipwrecks, and beatings, Paul could see and experience the joy of the Lord, His hope of 
glory, and he could even experience joy in his co-laborers in Christ Jesus.

So, where can we find joy in the Bible?

In Nehemiah. 8:10, we read, “Don’t be dejected and sad, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength!”

In Galatians 5:22, Paul wrote that one of the Fruit of the Spirit was joy!

Many of the Psalms write about such joy as well!

Psalm 5:11 says, “But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy.” 

Psalm 35:9 says, “My soul shall be joyful in the Lord; it shall rejoice in his salvation.”

In Isaiah 61:10, the prophet wrote,  “I am overwhelmed with joy in the Lord my God! For he 
has dressed me with the clothing of salvation and draped me in a robe of righteousness. I am 
like a bridegroom dressed for his wedding or a bride with her jewels.”

I believe it is all in the attitude we choose to take in life. It is an attitude of being optimistic 
(trying to see the positive side of things) versus pessimistic (seeing the negative or worst side of 
things).

II. JESUS WAS A JOYFUL PERSON!

Jesus was one seriously joyful person. I know we often think of Jesus performing miracles, 
teaching, and preaching. Still, there were other times when He was going toe-to-toe with the 
religious leaders of this day. Despite those conflicts and knowing the Cross of  Calvary, Jesus 
was joyful throughout the bulk of this ministry!

Let’s do a little investigating and see if that thought holds any water….

If Jesus had been one of those sourpuss kinds of individuals like some of the Pharisees, 
Sadducees, children would not have come to Him! 

If Jesus had been a sad and joyless individual, the crowds might not have flocked to him in such 
great numbers!
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Learning from King David’s Spiritual Streak to Slump
If Jesus had been sorrowful and cynical, folks would not have come to him asking Him about the key to 
authentic living!

No, Jesus was not some first-century party-pooper, but a person who brightened the room upon His arrival!

His life was characterized by joy and confidence and so much that people flocked towards him because they 
wanted what he had.

Consider the evidence:

(1) Two of the times that the pharisees attacked Jesus, they were upset because Jesus and his disciples were 
having a good time.

(2) Jesus has shown us the most joyous idea of God imaginable. That joyous idea is that God loves us as His 
children. He is a gracious and merciful Father.

(3) Jesus’ joy was not dependent upon any form of material possessions or any circumstances around him. 
His gladness was rooted in the sense of mission and partnership with the Father.

That brings us to our final point…

II. CHRISTIANITY IS A JOYFUL FAITH!

Even when Jesus left this world we still see the examples lived out through his disciples such as Paul even 
when in prison he was able to say, “Rejoice in the Lord and again I say Rejoice!”

Others throughout history have shown forth that same example. One example that Moore uses is that of 
Saint Francis of Assisi. His happiness and joy were so contagious that even the animals were attracted to 
him.  
 
We see joy in the great Austrian composer Franz Joseph Haydn. A friend once asked him why his church 
music was so full of gladness, and Haydn replied, “I cannot make it otherwise. I write according to the 
thoughts I feel; when I think upon my God, my heart is so full of joy that the notes dance and leap from my 
pen; and since God has given me a cheerful heart, I can do no other than serve Him with a cheerful spirit.”

You see, joy is not some shallow, bubbly feeling. It is a deep mood of inner serenity, inner joy, and peace, 
which goes beyond understanding.

So what was Paul’s advice as to how to have this attitude of joy?

Let’s read our opening verses once again, but this time we’ll add verses 8-10…

Philippians 4:4-7 Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice! 5 Let everyone see that you 
are considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon. 6 Don’t worry about anything; 
instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 7 Then 
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David victory wherever he went” (2 Sam. 8:14) and “the thing David had done displeased the Lord” (2 
Sam. 11:27b)? He backslid. He stopped taking faith-filled risks. He played life safe. David’s military 
campaigns were sort of vocational for him. That’s how he served God. Military conquest was David’s 
“spiritual act of worship,” how he rolled with God. Some people pray and preach, but David fought. The 
fact that he stayed in the Jerusalem palace “at the time when kings go off to war” reveals that midlife 
boredom was getting the best of him.

How does someone like David, full of fervent love for God, seemingly all of a sudden commit adultery 
and then murder to cover his tracks? Well, I don’t think it happened all of a sudden. There’s evidence 
that David’s spiritual slump started long before the rooftop lust of 2 Samuel 11. Five times in David’s 
story we encounter the phrase, “David inquired of the Lord” (1 Sam. 23:2, 4; 30:8; 2 Sam. 2:1; 21:1). 
David habitually sought the will of God. David lived like he was deeply dependent on God’s guidance. 
But in between 2 Samuel 6, the chapter after David is crowned king, and 2 Samuel 11, when David 
commits adultery and murder, we only encounter the phrase once (see 2 Samuel 2:1). Once David 
became king, it seems he outgrew his need for God.

Like a baseball player who stops caring, David neglected the disciplines that cultivated his game. He 
was like the slumping ball player who stops taking batting practice, exercising, and working with his 
hitting coach. At the peak of his game, when there was more on the line than ever, David let his game 
go. Now the former spiritual slugger can’t hit the broad side of a barn. He struck out with the bases 
loaded in the bottom of the ninth inning down by one run. David stopped doing the one thing that got 
him on a spiritual streak—inquiring of the Lord. David’s degeneration was not initiated by lust, adultery, 
or murder, but neglect.

You stop inquiring when you stop caring. This is true of any relationship, especially marriage. Couples 
discover that a lack of inquiry leads to a lack of intimacy. I’m not talking about shallow inquiries like: 
“Do these pants make me look frumpy?” or “Does my breath stink?” Couples that thrive engage in 
substantive inquiries like: “How can I love you better?” and “What are worthy goals for our next ten 
years together?”

David stopped inquiring of the Lord and discovered the hard way that a lack of inquiry leads to a lack of 
intimacy. Distance from God allowed David the space to be disobedient in ways he likely never 
imagined possible. When we’re distant from God, he seems smaller than the Goliaths all around us. 
How does a pastor who has been fruitful for thirty years of ministry find himself slumping into an affair 
with his secretary? How does a woman known for honesty and integrity end up slumping into a double 
life of pain-pill popping? How does a once faithful teenager slump into an addiction to porn? A lack of 
inquiry leads to a lack of intimacy. Distance creates space for disobedience.

King David’s Despondence

When we keep striking out spiritually due to our disobedience, we eventually experience despondence. 
If you read The Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan’s classic, you might recall the slough of despondency. 
Despondence can be described with some other nasty “D” words like depression, despair, 
discouragement, and dejection. It is a loss of hope that things can change. In my research on the baseball 
slump, I discovered that what often keeps a player stuck is not his mechanics but his despondence, the 
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Learning from King David’s Spiritual Streak to Slump
you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your 
hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your 
thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things 
that are excellent and worthy of praise. 9 Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me—
everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace will be with you.

Living with this attitude of Joy is having this unshakable awareness that we as believers possess good from 
God. Joy is a decision to live a life of faith and trust, and joy is a part of God's Kingdom, and knowing that 
we belong to His kingdom should bring us joy.

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary


