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Reverend Larry Kelso — Mark 10:2-16

Quiz time. Today's question: What is the longest word in the English language?

If you're one of those Trivial Pursuit wizard types, you'll likely come up with the 
word that's been the gold standard of long words: Antidisestablishmentarianism. At 28 
letters, that's a mouthful, and while many might know the word, fewer will know its 
definition as "the belief that opposes removing the tie between church and state." It's 
not exactly a word used in everyday conversation, but it's in the dictionary and would 
make a killer point-getter in Scrabble. 

But is that really the longest word? Not exactly. People who spend time poring 
over such things point out that there are chemical names that are a lot longer than that, 
including names of proteins that have more than a thousand letters (try that in your 
spell-check) and place names like the 85-letter name of a hill (try fitting that on your 
GPS!). Most word nerds, however, tend to only count words that show up in a major 
dictionary as candidates for the longest words.

If you throw out technical and coined terms, there's one word that still stands as 
the longest in the dictionary: Floccinaucinihilipilification (flok-suh-naw-suh-neye-hil-
uh-pil-uh-fi-kay-shuhn), which means "an estimation of something as worthless." It's 
29 letters, one more than the usually assumed champ – antidisestablishmentarianism. 
Point is that when it comes to big words, English has more than its fair share and most 
of them have to do with disease or opposition to something. Those large words would 
seem to conceal the meaning within by dazzling the hearer with their apparent 
erudition. Saying to someone, "You are a fine example of floccinaucinihilipilification" 
sounds a lot better, for example, than saying, "Dude, you're a slug." It's all in the 
delivery. 

A local case invites a trick question

We humans are often guilty of failing to say what we mean, thus big words allow 
us to actually say very little while speaking a lot. If that's true, however, then so is the 
converse idea – that, sometimes, small words allow us to say a lot while speaking very 
little. Big words may sound impressive because they are hard to pronounce, but often 
it's the small words that are the hardest to say. 

In this week's text, Jesus is addressing some hard words about relationships. While 
the text is ostensibly about divorce and the relationship between husband and wife, it's 
also about a shift in the language of relationships from the language of law to the 
language of love. 

The text begins with geography: "the region of Judea and beyond the 
Jordan" (10:1). Why would he do that, boys and girls? Listen carefully. Context is 
everything. This was the region where Mark tells us at the beginning of his gospel that 
John the Baptist had operated during his ministry (1:5), and John's ministry echoes 
through this passage. In Mark 6:14-29, we read the story of how John the Baptist had 
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Across 
1. * Strauss Song: 
"Radetzky-___"
6. Nice summer?
9. * Piano Part
14. * Gerhardt the German 
mezzo-soprano-singing-
teacher
15. Mythical Monster
16. * Beethoven's Beloved?
17. * He composed "Tales of 
Hoffmann" (1881)
19. * Speed of a composition
20. Used to be
21. Studio 54, and others
23. Soldiers, shortly
24. Princess of Colchis
25. Ms. Paltrow, to friends
28. "Honey" in Hull
30. Member of The Jackson 
5
32. Craft for ET
34. Hockey award: ___ 

Smythe Trophy
35. "Rollerball" (1975) 
name
37. Antarctic, for one
39. * De Falla piece
42. Stop: Take ___
43. Certain Cuckoos
44. The ___ of March
45. Madonna song: "___ 
Girl"
46. Geek on "Happy 
Days" (TV)
48. Certain family 
members, briefly
49. Elementary particle
51. "Happy Days" (TV) 
name
55. Lipstick shade
56. Staircase Style
58. Detective, slangily
60. Certain Car
62. * Humperdinck who 
composed "Hänsel und 

Gretel" (1893)
64. * "Carmen" 
Composer
65. Ryan movie
66. Supernatural
67. Love
68. Certain eagle (var. 
sp.)
69. Dogma
Down 
1. Cat Cries
2. Romeo the Racer
3. NHL officials
4. Summer Fair in 
Toronto, commonly
5. * Noted oratorio 
composer
6. Clear the Chalkboard
7. * Bach composed it
8. Canyon Copycat
9. Furry Friend
10. Mournful poem
11. * Musical Term: 
Gradual reduction of 
loudness
12. Creepy Cobras
13. August's lion
18. Tender
22. Military title on a 
Beatles album, for short
24. Dish lists
26. Furniture material
27. * Pitches
28. Style of Silk
29. * Section in a 
Symphony
31. Crucifixion letters
33. Looks out on
34. Muscle spasm
35. Atomic #17
36. A long distance

38. Memorial Mound
40. Product Promo 
Pitch Part: "___ extra 
cost..."
41. Atomic #99
47. Followers of Ems
48. * For Example: 
"The Nutcracker"
50. Milk Maker
52. * Pipe or Reed
53. Ms. Dawn Chong
54. * Certain 
Composition
55. Sudden attack
57. Suffix to "Centi"
58. Aquatic bird
59. Certain Canal
60. Grad's degree
61. Ingested nutrients
63. * Rimsky-
Korsakov composition: 
"Flight of the Bumble 
___"
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October 2021 News and Announcements 
T h e F a l l S e a s o n i s 
beginning to make itself 
know with a recent drop in 
temperature. No color 
changes have been seen so 
far, but that should be right 
around the corner!

My nostalgia has been 
amping up for some reason. 
Upon further reflection, my 
levels of nostalgia always 

seem to be at a higher level than others around me. 
Perhaps I desire to "right some wrongs," make better 
choices, or ensure that some situations would have never 
occurred! That might sound like a good idea, but altering 
all of those negative things would have changed how I 
have grown spiritually and emotionally. It might have 
changed my course in ministry, family, and meeting the 
love of my life, Melissa! I truly believe that God 
does "work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the cal led according to His 
purpose." Romans 8:28

So, as much as I thought it would be great to go back in 
time to make better choices in the people in my life, my 
former career, and life in general, it would change who 
God has shaped me to be in ministry. Regret some 
mistakes" I most certainly do! But because of what God 
has shown me through those mistakes and the new people 
in my life, I would not change a thing!

So, take heart and be thankful to God for who you are, 
the people in your life, and what God has done for you 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 37

On October 5, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., there will be a church 
leadership meeting with our District Superintendent, Rev. 
Ann Ferris.

The meeting should last around 1 hour and 15 minutes. 
Present should be the chairs of our administrative 
committees and key ministry leaders.  No more than 10-12 
attendees so that conversation is able to happen. If you can 
look over the following questions, this will increase our 
fruitfulness as we meet together.  These are the questions 
under consideration for our meeting.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

(1) What did your congregation learn about ministry and 
making a difference in people’s lives over the past year? 

(2) As we are getting out of the challenges of COVID, 
what difference does Jesus want you to make in the lives of 
the people of your community in the coming year?  

(3) How best can the leaders of this congregation guide us 
in this time of denominational uncertainty?

(4) What else do I [our D.S.] need to know?

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of thse 
questions and your leadership of our betuiful ccommunity 
if faith!

Pastor Gary

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Classical Music”
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died at the hands of King Herod Antipas. John was beheaded because he challenged the king's divorce and his 
remarriage to his brother Philip's wife Herodias. 

Think of it as a kind of first-century soap opera: The king ditches his lawful wife, and Herodias divorces Philip so 
that the two can be together. While this was legal according to Roman law, Jewish law was quite different, and John the 
Baptist called the king on it, saying, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife" (6:18). Herodias wanted John 
dead for calling attention to the sordid relationship and had to trick Herod into having the prophet beheaded. John 
makes a legal argument and the king's new wife comes up with a "legal" solution to bump him off; the king's oath being 
legally and socially binding and all that. 

Back to the beginning

It's interesting, then, that when the Pharisees want to "test" Jesus, they do it with the vocabulary of the law court 
(10:2). "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" They're hoping that Jesus' answer will allow them to bring him up 
on charges of treason against the king where the use of big words and legal arguments could get him convicted and 
executed like John. 

At first, Jesus sounds like a lawyer, answering the question with a question: "What did Moses command you?" (v. 
3). Jesus knew the law as well as any of them did and he already knew the answer. Yes, it was technically legal in 
Jewish law for a man to divorce his wife by simply writing her a certificate of dismissal. Do the paperwork and it was 
done (v. 4). 

But Jesus then shifts the nature of the language from the legalese of the court to the language of the Scriptures. 
Rather than the legal bonds his questioners are concerned about, Jesus is only concerned about the bond of love. Forget 
the law of Moses in this case, says Jesus, and look at what God intended from the beginning (vv. 5-6). 

Going back to Genesis, Jesus outlines the intent of marriage in the first place: the leaving and cleaving of a man and 
his wife. What were once two separate people now become "one flesh" – one person joined together by God who 
designed them to fit together emotionally, physically and spiritually (vv. 7-9). As God's own nature is three-in-one, so 
too is the nature of human relationships: husband and wife and, later, children all becoming one family and one flesh, 
reflecting the image of God they were created to be from the beginning. The legal language of divorce is all about 
separation. The language of love is always about bonding. 

We live in a world that has taught us a kind of "no-fault" language when it comes to relationships. We have "no-
fault" divorces that make it possible for people to separate without taking responsibility for their actions. We have "no-
fault" insurance that makes it possible for people to act recklessly with fewer consequences. We've handed over 
disputes between neighbors to litigation because it's easier to sue in court than speak over the back fence. We've even 
taken a no-fault approach to God by sometimes abandoning prayers of confession. We've become comfortable with 
being separate, but the will of God is all about togetherness. 

The right vocabulary

Jesus seems to understand divorce as a failure to use the right vocabulary. And what is that vocabulary? Well, rather 
than a bunch of words that are longer than your arm, this vocabulary uses short words that carry a lot of meaning. 
Words like: 

I am sorry (three words, 8 letters). 
Please forgive me (three words, 15 letters).
I love you (three words, 8 letters).

Or, like the guy who'd just had this huge fight and breakup scene with his girlfriend. Then he sends her a text: I 
want to come back. She texts: I need 3 words, 8 letters. He texts back: I got food. She writes: Get over here now!
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These sometimes aren't any easier to say than floccinaucinihilipilification (flok-suh-naw-suh-neye-hil-uh-pil-
uh-fi-kay-shuhn), but they mean so much more. When our relationships become strained, Jesus calls us not to turn 
to the legal dictionary but toward each other. 

It's pretty clear from this text that Jesus is really anti-divorce. To his disciples in private, Jesus gets serious 
about the kind of cavalier attitude that people take when they ditch one spouse for another (vv. 10-12). He 
understood that the kind of selfish individualism that characterized Herod's court is all too common in human 
relationships. Arguments over money and marital infidelity are the top two causes of divorce in the United States 
– both of which are about gratifying self. With a divorce rate hovering around 50 percent, we are a culture 
becoming increasingly characterized by broken relationships, and often it's the children of broken homes who 
suffer the most. 

It's interesting that Mark follows up Jesus' teaching on divorce with a scene of Jesus with children (vv. 13-16). 
They are the ones to whom the kingdom belongs. Jesus blesses them and calls us to bless them, too. A good 
marriage does just that. 

"But I am already divorced."

All of this is not to say that there aren't times when separation is necessary. Jesus is not implying here that 
divorce is forbidden under every circumstance. What he does say, however, is that we need to sharpen our 
vocabulary to use every word and every opportunity we can to bring reconciliation to our relationships with a 
spouse, with children, with parents and, most importantly, with God. That's how we were designed by God to be: 
one flesh, together. 

Moreover, I’m not addressing past mistakes, but speaking to present and future relationships and possibilities.

So, what words would you use to characterize your relationships? What words do you need to add to your 
vocabulary to strengthen the bond you have between each other, between you and your children and between you 
and God? 

We were designed for each other, and that's the good word! 

Sources:

Brown, Justin. "Know it all: What's the longest word in the English language?" Primer Magazine website. 
primermagazine.com. Viewed March 27, 2012. 

McCloud, Linda M. "Top reasons people divorce." Yahoo Voices website, June 1, 2006. http://voices.yahoo.com/
top-reasons-people-divorce-41260.html. Viewed March 29, 2012.
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Learning from King David’s Spiritual Streak to Slump
By Lenny Luchetti  — David was the youngest son of Jesse, a runt, a shepherd boy, a nobody really. 
Apparently, David was so lacking in potential that Jesse didn’t even present him to Samuel, who was to 
anoint one of Jesse’s sons to be the next king of Israel. David’s own dad didn’t think David had the 
goods to be king. Few things in life hurt more than having a dad who doesn’t see your potential, who 
doesn’t think much of you. However, David’s divine dad highly valued him. God gave David one 
miraculous victory after another, starting with Goliath and ending with the Ammonites and Arameans. 
David was divinely promoted from shepherd to king. Everything he did prospered. Everything! This 
repeated phrase sums up the early days: “the Lord gave David victory wherever he went” (2 Sam. 8:14; 
1 Chron. 18:13). David was not a self-made but a God-made man. God picked up this shepherd and 
turned him into a king. God was determined to bless David.

God favored David, and David adored God. First Samuel 17 highlights David’s youthful zeal. Faced 
with Goliath-sized challenges, David saw nothing but God. He said to the Philistine giant, “You come 
against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord 
Almighty . . . whom you have defied. . . . This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands” (vv. 45–
46a). David had a one-track mind. He saw past the Goliath-sized problems to the God-sized 
possibilities. David kept his eyes on the ball, on God, not Goliath. A slumping player once asked the 
comedic Yogi Berra for hitting advice. Berra said; “If you can see it, hit it.” Thanks, Captain Obvious! 
David saw God and hit the ball out of the park. He was on a spiritual hitting streak. Red hot!

The problems started when David became king at age thirty. On the mountaintop of success, 
complacency surfaced. David found himself stuck in a spiritual midlife crisis, a slump. The ardent love 
for God that marked his youth diminished. In the slump, David discovered that the biggest Goliath he 
had to overcome was not Goliath, not the Philistines, not King Saul, and not the Ammonites. The 
biggest Goliath David had to conquer was David; David nearly destroyed David.

King David Slipping into a Slump

Every one of us likely has at least one terrible, horrible, no good, very bad chapter of regret, failure, or 
humiliation that we’d like to rip out of the story of our lives. I do. For David, the literal chapter is 2 
Samuel 11. “At the time when kings go off to war” (v. 1), King David stayed within the palace walls of 
safe status quo. He was bored in his boxers, channel surfing between his favorite sitcoms. He dragged 
himself off the sofa and onto the palace rooftop looking for something—anything—to make him feel 
something—anything—again. He noticed a beautiful woman taking a bubble bath, who was rightly 
named Bathsheba. One thing led to another, and David invited her to the palace. He slept with her, even 
though he knew she was married to Uriah, a soldier out fighting David’s battle. Bathsheba became 
pregnant with David’s baby. In order to keep the adulterous pregnancy a secret, David had Uriah killed 
on the battlefield.

Talk about slumping degeneration! Boredom to lust to adultery to murder. Sports journalists love to 
write catchy headlines for slumping players: “Jeter’s Slump Killing Yankees” or “Pujols’ Slump the 
Most Expensive in MLB History.” At the end of this terrible chapter in David’s story, here is the 
horrific headline hanging over his head: “The thing David had done displeased the Lord” (v. 27b).
What happened to David between the streak and the slump? What happened between “the Lord gave 
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David victory wherever he went” (2 Sam. 8:14) and “the thing David had done displeased the Lord” (2 
Sam. 11:27b)? He backslid. He stopped taking faith-filled risks. He played life safe. David’s military 
campaigns were sort of vocational for him. That’s how he served God. Military conquest was David’s 
“spiritual act of worship,” how he rolled with God. Some people pray and preach, but David fought. The 
fact that he stayed in the Jerusalem palace “at the time when kings go off to war” reveals that midlife 
boredom was getting the best of him.

How does someone like David, full of fervent love for God, seemingly all of a sudden commit adultery 
and then murder to cover his tracks? Well, I don’t think it happened all of a sudden. There’s evidence 
that David’s spiritual slump started long before the rooftop lust of 2 Samuel 11. Five times in David’s 
story we encounter the phrase, “David inquired of the Lord” (1 Sam. 23:2, 4; 30:8; 2 Sam. 2:1; 21:1). 
David habitually sought the will of God. David lived like he was deeply dependent on God’s guidance. 
But in between 2 Samuel 6, the chapter after David is crowned king, and 2 Samuel 11, when David 
commits adultery and murder, we only encounter the phrase once (see 2 Samuel 2:1). Once David 
became king, it seems he outgrew his need for God.

Like a baseball player who stops caring, David neglected the disciplines that cultivated his game. He 
was like the slumping ball player who stops taking batting practice, exercising, and working with his 
hitting coach. At the peak of his game, when there was more on the line than ever, David let his game 
go. Now the former spiritual slugger can’t hit the broad side of a barn. He struck out with the bases 
loaded in the bottom of the ninth inning down by one run. David stopped doing the one thing that got 
him on a spiritual streak—inquiring of the Lord. David’s degeneration was not initiated by lust, adultery, 
or murder, but neglect.

You stop inquiring when you stop caring. This is true of any relationship, especially marriage. Couples 
discover that a lack of inquiry leads to a lack of intimacy. I’m not talking about shallow inquiries like: 
“Do these pants make me look frumpy?” or “Does my breath stink?” Couples that thrive engage in 
substantive inquiries like: “How can I love you better?” and “What are worthy goals for our next ten 
years together?”

David stopped inquiring of the Lord and discovered the hard way that a lack of inquiry leads to a lack of 
intimacy. Distance from God allowed David the space to be disobedient in ways he likely never 
imagined possible. When we’re distant from God, he seems smaller than the Goliaths all around us. 
How does a pastor who has been fruitful for thirty years of ministry find himself slumping into an affair 
with his secretary? How does a woman known for honesty and integrity end up slumping into a double 
life of pain-pill popping? How does a once faithful teenager slump into an addiction to porn? A lack of 
inquiry leads to a lack of intimacy. Distance creates space for disobedience.

King David’s Despondence

When we keep striking out spiritually due to our disobedience, we eventually experience despondence. 
If you read The Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan’s classic, you might recall the slough of despondency. 
Despondence can be described with some other nasty “D” words like depression, despair, 
discouragement, and dejection. It is a loss of hope that things can change. In my research on the baseball 
slump, I discovered that what often keeps a player stuck is not his mechanics but his despondence, the 
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost!                   
Lectionary Texts:

Job 1:1; 2:1-10,                                        
Psalm 26 or Ps 25 (UMH 756),            

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12,                                
Mark 10:2-16 

 Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time 
between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Learning from King David’s Spiritual Streak to Slump
loss of hope that he can improve his hitting. The same thing is true regarding the spiritual slump. What 
perpetuates the slump is the belief that we can’t overcome the slump, that we are stuck, that we will never 
improve our discipleship swing.

Christians who are despondent about overcoming the spiritual slump often embrace a warped view of grace 
that leads to excusing instead of eradicating sin. We start comparing ourselves favorably to people whose 
slump seems more despicable than our own. Pride becomes a deadly poison that leads deeper into spiritual 
degeneration.

David went from streak to slump. Distance led to disobedience to despondence to degeneration. Did David 
settle for the spiritual slump? Did he conquer it? Or did he end up like one of those washed-up ball players 
who start strong but quickly fade into the minor leagues or out of the game altogether? What happened to 
David?

The bad news is he hit rock-bottom. The good news is God found him there. Countless kings after David 
never overcame their spiritual slump. But David followed God through a process that brought him out of 
the slump and put him back on a streak again. In my book, Overcoming Spiritual Slump, I explore that 
transformational process that got David through the slump. For now, know that God will not give up on you 
even if you have given up on yourself. When you find yourself stuck in a slump, God will find you there. 
It’s called grace. Disruptive grace is what awakens us from spiritual slumber so that we can begin to thrive 
again spiritually.


