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It's going to be an exciting morning! If you 
have ever preached or taught in the past, 
you will know what I'm about to say. This 
is one of these moments where the Holy 
Spirit has been changing what I'm going to 
say this morning— not yesterday, but as 
I'm sitting here. It's exciting, and it's scary 
at the same time! As such, I can't wait to 
hear what I'm going to say!

Our passage of Scripture for this morning 
is best understood when coupled with some 
words of preface. As I suspect most of you 
know, Jesus had numerous encounters with 
the Pharisees, Sadducees, and scribes 
dur ing His min is t ry . From these 
encounters, it is painfully obvious they 
would fiund fault with almost everything 
He did. For example, when He cured the 
blind, they would say, "Oh no, you did it 
on the wrong day of the week!” When He 
miraculously cleansed a leper, they would 
respond, "Sorry Jesus, but you did it 
the wrong way again!" No matter what the 
situation was, these "religious" leaders 
were increasingly against him. So by the 
time we arrive at the eighth chapter of 
John, we see some telling interactions 
begin to occur. In John 8:57, The religious 
leaders asked, "You are not yet fifty years 
old, and have You seen Abraham?" As 
they asked this question, I suspect they 
were probably thinking, "Oh course, he's 
going to deny having seen Abraham!" 
Jesus then rocked their worlds by 
saying, "Before Abraham was born, I am."

You may be thinking, "Well, so what, 
that's no big deal?" Well, that was a big 
deal! Think back to the book of Exodus. 
In Exodus 3:13-14, Moses was chatting 
with a famous burning bush and 
asked, "Moses said to God, "Suppose I go 
to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you,' and 
they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what 
shall I tell them?" 14 God said to Moses, ‘I 

am who I am. This is what you are to 
say to the Israelites: 'I am has sent me to 
you.'" This "I am" person was no other 
than God Himself!

Jesus was identifying Himself with the 
God of Exodus 3, and that infuriated 
these religious leaders. Therefore, they 
were not only mad in their hearts, but 
they decided to settle the matter by 
gathering up some stones with which to 
stone him to death!" Jesus wisely 
decided to part company with them!

As Jesus departed from the Temple, lo 
and behold, there was a blind man on 
the scene. With Jesus' usual love and 
compassion, He healed this fellow by 
using an odd mixture of spit and mud 
on the man's eyes. A bit unorthodox, 
but the Lord of glory can heal in 
whatever way He commands. Jesus then 
added to the oddness of the man's 
healing by telling him to go wash in 
the Pool of Siloam. With an eyeful of 
spit and mud, this blind man somehow 
managed to find the pool and did as 
Jesus instructed. Lo and behold, the 
man's eyesight miraculously came back! 
Seeing such a miraculous healing, you 
would think that the religious leaders 
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Across 

1. * April showers bring ___ 
flowers!
4. * Gardener's comment: "I 
want to ___ some flowers to 
create a gorgeous bouquet."
8. Sharif of the Silver Screen
12. Salad Dressing ingredient
13. * Type of #30D
15. * Romantic flowers
17. Tropical bird
18. * Beautiful flower in a 
garden
19. * Flower Pot, with Terra
20. * Holland flower
22. Terminate, minus the "se"
23. * Like flowers at a 
florist's ...but backwards?
24. Stead
26. Title for Paul 
McCartney ...all jumbled up?
28. Fish eggs
29. * Lovely-colored flowers
32. "All the Young ___" (Song 

by Mott the Hoople)
34. * Flowers are often 
depicted in it
35. * A flower grows on a 
plant which might grow 
from a bulb or a what?
37. Bounced cheque letters
38. Promo in the newspaper
40. Camping's follower
42. * Droop, like a flower
44. Ms. Spelling
46. notniH .sM
47. Sports org.
50. Went down the snowy 
hill
53. Disguise part
54. Deciduous tree
56. * These flowers can be 
of various colors
58. Address Abbr.
60. Commotion
61. Told a Tale ...but 
backwards?
62. * Type of flower: 
Forget-__-___

64. Jet's partner
66. * Flower part
70. * Plant that has 
reddish-orange flowers 
(bkwds.)
71. Dreaded bacteria
73. ___-de-France 
(Historical region of 
France)
74. Shoe material
75. Room: French
76. Cacharel perfume
77. Mix the ingredients
78. Farm sounds
79. Barbie's crush

Down 

1. Castle protection
2. Aboriginal person of 
Japan
3. * regiT htiw ,rewolf fo 
epyT
4. * Flowers in Flanders 
Fields
5. Anger
6. * Showy flowers
7. Cows, archaically
8. * Some flowers
9. Sounds from #7D
10. * Flowers of the Fall
11. 70's fashions, for 
example
14. Horsecarts (bkwds.)
16. Umpire's call!
21. Sick
25. Summer: French
27. * Some flowers need 
lots of it, while others 
don't
29. * Place for the bouquet 
at #4A
30. * Flower with sword-
shaped leaves
31. Baseball legend
33. Immature newt

36. Movie of 1981, with 
Boot
38. Song for a solo voice
39. * What the gardener 
does before planting the 
flowers
41. Compass point
43. * Funnel-shaped 
flower
45. Be indebted to
48. * Low-growing 
shrub with pinkish-
purple flowers
49. Math acronym
51. Suffix to "Material"
52. * Wild flowers
54. * Plant that has 
yellowish flowers: Herb 
___
55. * Flower gardeners 
might fill watering cans 
from these
57. Building 
extension ...in reverse?
58. * Said in Spring: "I 
___ anxious to see how 
those flower bulbs we 
planted will grow as you 
are."
59. Planet
63. Prefix to 
"logy" ...but it's in 
reverse?
65. "RSSU eht ni 
___" :gnos seltaeB
67. * Pretty flower color
68. * Succulent plant 
with flowers
69. Svelte
72. Completely (bkwds.)
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October 2021 News and Announcements 
T h e F a l l S e a s o n i s 
beginning to make itself 
know with a recent drop in 
temperature. No color 
changes have been seen so 
far, but that should be right 
around the corner!

My nostalgia has been 
amping up for some reason. 
Upon further reflection, my 
levels of nostalgia always 

seem to be at a higher level than others around me. 
Perhaps I desire to "right some wrongs," make better 
choices, or ensure that some situations would have never 
occurred! That might sound like a good idea, but altering 
all of those negative things would have changed how I 
have grown spiritually and emotionally. It might have 
changed my course in ministry, family, and meeting the 
love of my life, Melissa! I truly believe that God 
does "work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the cal led according to His 
purpose." Romans 8:28

So, as much as I thought it would be great to go back in 
time to make better choices in the people in my life, my 
former career, and life in general, it would change who 
God has shaped me to be in ministry. Regret some 
mistakes" I most certainly do! But because of what God 
has shown me through those mistakes and the new people 
in my life, I would not change a thing!

So, take heart and be thankful to God for who you are, 
the people in your life, and what God has done for you 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 36

On October 5, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., there will be a church 
leadership meeting with our District Superintendent, Rev. 
Ann Ferris.

The meeting should last around 1 hour and 15 minutes. 
Present should be the chairs of our administrative 
committees and key ministry leaders.  No more than 10-12 
attendees so that conversation is able to happen. If you can 
look over the following questions, this will increase our 
fruitfulness as we meet together.  These are the questions 
under consideration for our meeting.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

(1) What did your congregation learn about ministry and 
making a difference in people’s lives over the past year? 

(2) As we are getting out of the challenges of COVID, 
what difference does Jesus want you to make in the lives of 
the people of your community in the coming year?  

(3) How best can the leaders of this congregation guide us 
in this time of denominational uncertainty?

(4) What else do I [our D.S.] need to know?

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of thse 
questions and your leadership of our betuiful ccommunity 
if faith!

Pastor Gary

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Flowers”
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should have been marveling at this miracle, but instead, they griped and complained that Jesus had healed this man on 
the sabbath! To add insult to injury, the formerly blind man who gave Jesus credit for healing him was given the "right 
foot of fellowship”* from the local synagogue and the Temple for saying that Jesus was the messiah. 

* "The Right Foot of Fellowship" is a humorous way of saying that someone was thrown out of a religious group.

With Jesus’ background of experiences with the religious leaders of his day, Jesus ended by describing Himself in 
comparison to the "religious leaders" with the parable of the "Good Shepherd."

This is where our text for this monring comes in….
 
John 10:1-18 “I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going through the gate, 
must surely be a thief and a robber! 2 But the one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and come to him. He calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. 4 After he has gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them, and they follow him because they 
know his voice. 5 They won’t follow a stranger; they will run from him because they don’t know his voice.” 6 Those 
who heard Jesus use this illustration didn’t understand what he meant, 7 so he explained it to them: “I tell you the truth, I 
am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me were thieves and robbers. But the true sheep did not listen to them. 
9 Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go freely and will find good 
pastures. 10 The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life. 11 “I 
am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. 12 A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf 
coming. He will abandon the sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t their shepherd. And so the wolf 
attacks them and scatters the flock. 13 The hired hand runs away because he’s working only for the money and doesn’t 
really care about the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me, 15 just as my Father 
knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep, too, that are not in this 
sheepfold. I must bring them also. They will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock with one shepherd. 17 “The 
Father loves me because I sacrifice my life so I may take it back again. 18 No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it 
voluntarily. For I have the authority to lay it down when I want to and also to take it up again. For this is what my 
Father has commanded.”

This is the Word of God for the People of God! Amen!

Over the years, I have often read such Scripture passages, thinking that I knew what the author was saying. I was only 
partly right because there were subsequent times when I reread that same passage and thought, "Oh, I didn't notice that 
before!"

Such a time came as I was reading James Moore's book, "Attitude is Your Paintbrush: It Colors Everything." In Moore's 
book, a chapter entitled "The Attitude of Ownership" brought this realization to the forefront of my attention. 

This week, our attitude under consideration is the Attitude of Ownership. As a side-note, I almost left this attitude out, 
But the more I carefully considered it, I felt it had to be included! This "Attitude of Ownership" is vital to the life and 
health of the church — vital, that is, if we are going to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ! 

Moore relates an old story about the reporter who saw some men working at a construction site. One man was working 
rather lazily. The reporter said, "What are you making?" He answered, "Four dollars an hour." A second man was 
working rather routinely. The reporter asked, "What are you making?" He answered, "Five dollars an hour." A third 
man was working enthusiastically, conscientiously, giving his heart and soul to it. The reporter asked him, "What are 
you making?" And he said, "A cathedral!"

The last man felt a sense of pride, commitment, and responsibility. He wasn't just going through the motions like those 
other workers. This guy was committed to the task at hand. He was building a cathedral, after all! This sense of 
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ownership is vital in the business world, life, parenting, and the church world.

Let's consider the text: Whether we hear Jesus' words in John 10:11, "I am the good shepherd. The Good 
Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep," or we hear the oft-repeated words from the 23rd Psalm, "The LORD is 
my shepherd" we run the risk of passing over them too quickly due to their familiarity. Join me for a moment to 
reflect on two different aspects of this treasured passage. Picture in your mind's eye a lush, emerald green pasture 
filled with contented sheep calmly grazing on the grass. The deep blue skies are filled with fluffy white clouds, 
while a gently flowing stream gurgles nearby. And there on the hillside, leaning serenely against a grove of trees, 
is a shepherd, his eyes alert, and he's smiling as he fondly watches his sheep. At first glance, at least with a 
description like that, it would seem as if the job of a shepherd was a pretty nice and peaceful one! But lurking 
around the corner, there is something which draws our attention partially away from the ease of this seemingly 
cushy job to a picture that tells us that the life of a shepherd is fraught with danger as well! And in John 10, Jesus 
explicitly speaks about the threat to the sheep coming from wolves. As you probably know, wolves are predators. 
Sometimes they travel in packs, while at other times they travel alone. But however they travel, they generally 
attack the weakest sheep, particularly if those sheep separate themselves from the rest of the flock. Despite the 
initial serenity of this scene, and as we all have learned in life, there's occasionally trouble waiting to pounce. 
Though most of us might never encounter any of the four-footed and endangered variety of wolves, most of us 
have probably encountered the two-footed type of wolves on more than one occasion, which unfortunately are not 
on the endangered list!  

After describing these predators, Jesus warned us of another threat. He explained the difference between Himself 
and what He referred to as the hireling. The hireling is the person who is there just for the paycheck, and this 
person will head for the hills at the first sign of trouble. Such hirelings were the religious leaders within earshot of 
Him. By contrast, Jesus said the Good Shepherd will stay and lay down His life for the sheep. This is a job that 
calls for a real moment-of-truth application of love for the flock. I'm so glad that our Good Shepherd hasn't 
changed, but with regards to hirelings, things haven't changed very much at all, have they? Hirelings can be found 
in various professions and jobs, but wolves in public offices seem to have risen a great deal in recent years. In 
those public offices, the wolves carefully look after the desires of those who can potentially give them the best 
advantage for their careers, without any regard for representing the people. These are lives to avoid copying! 
However, Jesus' life is commendable and should be copied without hesitation! 

Jesus is indeed the Good Shepherd. Jesus has ownership and means business when it comes to showing His loving 
ownership by totally giving Himself to the point of death.  

The religious leaders of Jesus' day were the hirelings in Jesus' parable. Still, unlike the fellow from Moore's story, 
these religious leaders were building their own "cathedrals and kingdoms" rather than God's Kingdom. 

Jesus is telling us that He is the Good Shepherd, He is the door, He is the one that keeps us safe, and He is the one 
who loves us with love beyond compare. He is indeed the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep!

We know that, and we can rejoice in His life, love, and the salvation He has blessed us with, but there's something 
else underneath the surface that is really powerful.

In Psalm 50, God says that He owns the cattle on a thousand hills. He is the owner of it all! This Psalm means that 
Jesus is the owner of all there is in this world. His sacrifice demonstrates the privileges and responsibilities of 
ownership. 

As I read this chapter from Moore’s book, what started to grab me was this notion of ownership. 

I had to consider two questions: 

1. What should the attitude of ownership mean to us?  
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2. How are we to take that active ownership in our own lives?

You may not remember this, but back in the 1990s, the slogan of American Express was "membership has its 
privileges." It meant that if you paid the annual fee to have an American Express card, there were benefits to be 
had.

Yes, ownership does have its privileges, but ownership has its responsibilities too! 

I remember when I had one of my many cars in high 
school. I realized I owned the car. It ought to be mine; 
after all, I paid the whopping sum of 112.00 dollars for 
it! Lol, I quickly realized that I not only had the 
privilege to drive wherever I wanted but also the 
responsibility to put gas in it. Ask me how I found 
out! Okay, I'll tell you. I discovered my responsibility 
with the realization that if I didn't put gas in the tank, it 
would stop running! 

I then had a new responsibility, the responsibility of pushing my large, two-tons of steel 1964 Oldsmobile 
"Starfire" convertible to the side of the road! I guess you could say that it was a heavy responsibility!

In our Christian faith, we have the privilege of being adopted by the Lord of Glory, we have salvation and life 
eternal, but we also have responsibilities!

I know that such a notion can be scary and slightly uncomfortable, and I also know that it can be terrifying to 
step out in faith into the unknown territory of being a witness for Christ. Have you ever tried to go out and share 
with folks you know or go up to strangers on the street and invite them to church or even be so bold as to share 
your faith with them?  If you have done so, then you know what I mean. I remember when I first became a 
believer in Christ Jesus. I was a nervous wreck when somebody asked me to pray in our small group of four 
guys. I was petrified, but eventhough I knew we are all called to be witnesses of Christ Jesus, the thought of 
sharing with a stranger on the street would have been unthinkable!  

I enjoyed the privilege but shunned the responsibility. I did not immediately take ownership of my faith and 
position as a child of God.

There are privileges of being a member of the family of God, but there are some responsibilities as well. Having 
an attitude of ownership means that we might occasionally wind up in a situation where we need to step out of 
our comfort zones to be the disciples and witnesses of Christ Jesus we are called to be! Yes, there will be times 
of rejection by others as we witness, but that's just part of our responsibility as believers.

Dr. Walter Martin was friends with former heavy-weight boxer Rocky Marciano. Marciano was known as being 
one of the hardest hitters in the boxing world. One day, Dr. Martin said, they were talking about the topic of 
being a witness, and Rocky said, "Walt, sometimes boxing is a little bit like sharing your faith." To illustrate this, 
Rocky said, I want you to try a little experiment with me and don't worry, you won't get hurt." I want you to 
stand in front of me and stick your arm and fist out like you were going to punch me in the jaw. Don't hit me; I 
only want you to get the right distance to touch my jaw, if you were to throw a punch. When Dr. Martin was set, 
Rocky asked Dr. Martin to trust him by not moving. Rocky then reared back and threw a powerful punch at Dr. 
Martin. That punch stopped within 2-inches of Dr. Martin's jaw. 

Rocky said, Walt, my arms are shorter than yours. So, to win a boxing match, I have to get in really close and 
take some hits to my face to have a chance of landing some of my punches. Yes, I occasionally get hit, but it's 
worth it. To have a chance at having the victory, I've got to get in close and tight and wait for the right 
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opportunity.  

The lesson of Rocky's experiment was that it's similar to being a witness for our Lord Jesus. Sometimes, we have 
to step out in faith by getting in close and taking a couple of verbal “hits” to the chin to have victory in faith-
sharing. The Good Shepherd, Jesus, took more than a mere hit to the chin. He laid down his life so that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life. He laid everything on the line for us. So, when it 
comes to this attitude of ownership, it calls us to step out in our faith in Jesus Christ, for He is worth going out of 
our comfort zones to follow His lead. 

• When we have the attitude of ownership toward the church, we will do everything within our power to 
make sure that our church is a place of warmth, love, and welcome. 

• When it comes to sharing the faith, it means taking a verbal punch to the chin, once in a while.  

By the way, this ownership attitude is powerful, and nobody else can do it for you!

Some years ago, Itzhak Perlman, the famous concert violinist,  was cornered in his dressing room by a stage 
mother. She insisted that he listen to a tape of her talented son, a violinist. Perlman was tired and didn't really want 
to listen to the tape, but the woman was so insistent, he relented. The woman switched on the portable tape player, 
and the music began. Immediately, Pearlman was impressed. Such music! A difficult piece but played with such 
insight and genius that it moved him to tears. He listened, spellbound, to the entire recording and then composed 
himself before he spoke. "Madam, that was magnificent! How old is your son?"

"Eight years old," she said. "Your son is eight years old, and he made that tape?"

"Oh," said the mother, "that wasn't him. That was Jascha Heifitz. All of my neighbors think my son sounds just 
like him!"

We can't play somebody else's tape; we have to play our own tape. We need a sense of ownership of our own 
personal faith and of our church as well!

In Ephesians 4:11-12, Paul writes, "And He gave some to be apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, and for the edifying 
of the body of Christ,"

For the what? For the work of ministry! The “five-fold ministry” was given so that the church could be equipped 
for the work of ministry. So there is work involved. When we do that work with power, love, and compassion in 
our hearts and minds, we have taken ownership of our faith, church, and community.

Only Jesus could have lived the perfect life, and only we can uniquely live our faith and lives. So, how about the 
ownership you have for your own spirituality, church, and family? Are you more like the $4.00 and $5.00 per hour 
workers? Or are you like the "Cathedral" guy?

Truth be told, some of us are a blend of the two! But does God want us to stumble along with power and 
guidance? No, God wants us to have victory in our lives and has given us the help we need. The Apostle Paul 
wrote this reminder to the church in Ephesus, "And He gave some to be apostles, and some prophets, and some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, and for 
the edifying of the body of Christ."

Paul was saying that God has not only given us the Holy Spirit to empower our lives and ministries, but He has 
given us teachers, preachers, and laity, who are specially gifted and empowered to equip us all for the work of 
ministry. As such, our response should be to lovingly build beautiful "cathedrals" of ownership in our churches, 
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our personal lives, and our families. All of this should be for the glory of God, the building up of the church, and the 
salvation of souls. So take this challenging teaching on ownership and…own it. Put it into place in your life and see 
the mighty hand of God transform you and the world around you. 

For those who are believers, you will probably never have to lay down your life, but you have been called to love one 
another as Jesus has loved us. In so doing, you have taken ownership of your church and faith.

How can you take ownership of your life and church? It could be as simple as praying for others, writing a card, or 
making a phone call. It could be as "complicated" as visiting someone, sharing your faith with love and compassion, 
and/or participating in one of the church's ministries. This list is but a potential sampler, and almost is endless!

Let me assure you that whenever you feel like the wolves of this world are getting ready to pounce on you as their 
next meal and that life has lost its meaning. Don't scatter from the flock, but look to Jesus, the author, and finisher of 
our faith ... the Good Shepherd who gave His life for you and me!

Remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  

So be one!

In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit!

Amen

Pastor Gary


