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This morning, we depart from Moore's 
text and consider the attitude of courage. 

Some may agree 100% with everything I 
have to say, while others may love one 
and hate the other, yet others will dislike 
everything I have to say. So be it, because 
it takes courage to speak out the truth!

We have faced a pandemic that has rocked 
our world with sickness, deaths, sheltering 
i n p l a c e a n d a h o s t o f o t h e r 
inconveniences and sorrows during this 
past year. The abbreviation PPE has come 
to the forefront of everyone's vocabulary 
since at least March of 2020. As you 
probably know by now, PPE refers 
to "Personal Protective Equipment." For 
your average person on the street, this 
usually refers to properly wearing a good 
quality face mask. There are many 
adjuncts to this primary PPE of wearing a 
face mask. Sensible things like hand-
washing, using hand sanitizer, social 
distancing, and avoiding crowded locales! 
Also, staying away from others if you are 
sick or running a fever, have symptoms, or 
have been exposed to someone who is ill. 
Loosely related but an integral part of 
keeping yourself and loved ones safe is 
one of the three vaccinations available. 

Corona Doubts and Reality —  I know 
that some folks deny many aspects of this 
pandemic, but it takes real courage to face 
the realities of it all and then to take 
action. All of the recommended things that 
follow will help us wage war against a foe 
that we cannot see but relentlessly attacks 
us and causes death, destruction, and 
misery on the lives of countless millions 
worldwide!

Demonic Doubts and Reality — In 
Paul's day, very few folks doubted the 
reality of a spiritual realm that was deadly 
to the hearts, minds, and souls of 

believers. Today, we face a similar 
problem when people doubt the reality 
of it all. All of the armor and weapons 
Paul tells about will help us wage war 
against a foe that we cannot see but 
relentlessly attacks us and causes 
death, destruction, and misery on the 
lives of countless millions worldwide! 

There's a humorous story about a 
certain cultist who believed that merely 
stating something was sufficient to 
make it so. Somewhat like the "name it 
and claim it" folks. Three people found 
themselves in hell. The first was in 
agony; the second was a universalist 
who denied the reality of hell and so 
said that he must be in heaven, for 
there is no hell. He said this must be 
heaven, for I know there is no hell. The 
third was a Christian Scientist, who 
believed that heaven and hell were 
merely states of mind. He sat in a 
corner and repeatedly said, "I'm not 
here!"

Courage is our attitude for this week. 
Sometimes it takes great courage to 
change your mind and course in life! I 
pray that we all dare to do what is right 
and just!

Ephesians 6:10-20 Finally, my 
brethren, be strong in the Lord and in 
the power of His might. 11 Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against 
f l e s h a n d b l o o d , b u t a g a i n s t 
principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take 
up the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand. 
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Across 

1. * This part of a Liverpool band's 
name was dropped before hitting the 
big time
7. * He had a Sixties smash with 
"Twisting the Night Away"
10. Fortify
13. * She co-wrote The Shirelles smash 
"Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow"
14. * Beatles-Breaker-Upper, some say
15. * Burt Bacharach and Hal David 
wrote this Sixties song: "I ___ Little 
Prayer"
17. * Verses from "Shut Down" by The 
Beach Boys: "My Stingray is light the 
slicks are startin' to spin (Oooo movin' 
out now) / But the Four-Thirteen's 
really diggin' ___ (Oooo movin' out 
now)..."
18. * "Walk-Don't Run" was this 
group's big hit in the Sixties: The ___
21. Initials of the investigative 
journalist who has an evening talk show 
on CNBC
22. * Music impresario who signed acts 
in the Sixties such as Santana and Big 
Brother & The Holding Company
24. * Sixties singer who married Phil 
"The Wall of Sound" Spector
26. * Sixties Smash: "___ Mr. 
Postman"
28. Gain Ground
29. Food scrap

30. Ms. Derek
31. Record store events
34. It'll turn "oun" into the last 
name of a movie western star
35. * Mr. McKenzie of "San 
Francisco (Be Sure To Wear Some 
Flowers In Your Hair)"
39. City in New Mexico: Santa ___
40. Interjection of Pleasure
42. * Some Sixties Songs
48. * The Rolling Stones album: 
"___ It Bleed"
49. * Verses from "It's A Man's, 
Man's, Man's World" by James 
Brown: "This is a man's world, this 
is a man's world / But ___ would be 
nothing, nothing without a woman 
or a girl"
50. * Part of a hit song title for Roy 
Orbison
52. Mount near Olympus
55. Bandages on Broken Bones
58. * Verses from "Purple Haze" by 
Jimi Hendrix: "Purple Haze all in 
my brain / Lately things don't seem 
the same / Actin' funny but I don't 
know why / 'Scuse ___ while I kiss 
the sky"
59. Tony Blair and Jean Chrétien, 
for short
60. Interjection of Surprise (pl.)
61. * Sixties Song: "___ Said Than 
Done"
65. * Word that is part of a Bobby 

Vinton song title from the Sixties
67. * R.B. Greaves Sixties hit: 
"Take A Letter ___"
68. Star of "CHiPS" (TV): Er___ 
Estrada
69. * He pioneered the Sixties 
Surfer Sound
72. Chicago loop train
74. * Ode to Peace by The 
Beatles: "All You ___ Is Love"
76. Metal-bearing mineral
77. * Verse from "Last Kiss" 
sung by J. Frank Wilson and The 
Cavaliers: "Then in the road, 
straight ahead / The car was 
stalled, the ___ was dead..."
80. Assembly vote
81. Lummox
82. * Surname associated with 
The Kinks

Down 

1. Literary genre: ___-Fi
2. * Sylvia's folk singing partner 
in the Sixties
3. * She (Initials) sang "Different 
Drum" with The Stone Poneys 
(TRIVIA TIDBIT! The song was 
written by Mike Nesmith of The 
Monkees)
4. Acronym seen on a bottle of 
Whiskey or Brandy
5. * He made his comeback in 
1968 on a television special
6. * Lead singer of The Vandellas 
who sang the hit "Heat Wave": 
Martha ___
7. Blockhead
8. Babylonian Sky God
9. * Jim or Van
10. Formal organization, for short
11. Egyptian deity, (var. sp.)
12. * Chart topper for The 
Temptations
16. * She sang "Chain of Fools"
19. I know not what: Je ___ sais 
quoi
20. Long time
22. Atomic #58
23. Scale Syllable
25. It'll turn "Qui" into a tall crop 
plant
26. TV network
27. * Brill Building dance song 
sung by Little Eva: "___-Motion"
28. * Part of a song title by The 
Beatles
32. Astern
33. * Name associated with "This 
Diamond Ring"
34. * Name that was part of a 

Sixties duo
36. * Song by The Hollies: 
"___ A Carousel"
37. Woven Web
38. * Word With Who
41. Peculiar
43. * Part of a psychedelic 
smash song title by The Small 
Faces
44. Baseball legend: Mel ___
45. Word seen on a Memo
46. * The Four Tops hit: "It's 
the ___ Old Song"
47. * She sang "Try"
51. "Sea" in Strasbourg
53. * Bob referred to him as 
the greatest living American 
poet
54. Acronym seen on a job 
application
56. * Marianne Faithfull had a 
hit with this song, in 1964: 
"___ Tears Go By"
57. * Hit for Hyland: "___ 
With a Kiss"
60. Mr. Baba
62. Stadium
63. Affirmative reply in Spain
64. U.S. state
66. Collection of Norse poems
67. Mother, commonly
70. Isthmus of ___: Strip of 
land that links the Malay 
Peninsula to the mainland of 
Asia
71. Word meaning, for short
72. Compass point
73. Victor Hugo novel: "___ 
Misérables" (1862)
75. Mr. Cummings
78. American heiress who grew 
up to be a fashion designer 
(Initials)
79. V - III = ___
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August 2021 News and Announcements 
I hope, pray, and trust that 
your week has been 
blessed! 

August is here, and with it, 
COVID-19 and its variants 
brought a new wave of 
misery and woe. Like a 
virulent pandemic, the 
debacle in Afghanistan has 
opened a Pandora's Box of 

terror for Afghanistan citizens and thousands of 
Americans living there. With the swift overthrow of 
the former Afghanistani government and the 
brutality we have seen displayed by the Taliban, we 
pray for the safety of those trying to flee this land. 
Beyond that, we can only pray that this does not 
spread to other regions.  With such a spread, this 
might inspire other ruthless governments to test the 
murky waters stirred by our government's 
questionable handling of this deadly situation. 

Be safe, pray like never before, and know that God 
loves you with love beyond compare, and so do we! 

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 32

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“1960’s Music”
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14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having 
shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to 
this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints— 19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, 
that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in 
chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

Suppose we want to put our current COVID-19 recommendations in similar terms to our passage for this morning. In 
that case, we might read it, "Finally, my brothers and sisters, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 
Put on the whole PPE available, that you may be able to stand against the COVID-19 virus."

Putting Paul’s letter to the Ephesians in contemporary terms, we could restate it as follows, “Put on the whole PPE of 
God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”

Paul wrote this letter to the Ephesians during his first imprisonment, which was much easier to bear than his second 
confinement. At this point, he's basically wearing an ankle bracelet while under house arrest. Paul must have seen 
Roman soldiers and jailers of every rank daily. He was familiar with their weapons and the PPE they donned every 
day. 

Paul was writing this letter to the Ephesians during his first imprisonment, which was much easier to bear than his 
second confinement. At this point, he’s basically wearing an ankle bracelet while under house arrest. Still, he must 
have seen Roman soldiers and jailers of every rank on a daily basis. He was familiar with their weapons and the PPE 
they donned every day. 

Like the unseen spiritual foe that Paul warned us to fight, we have another "unseen" enemy to fight today, and we 
need some special armor and tactics to fight it, lest we become incapacitated and hair ourselves and others.

Let’s see if we can look at them in a parallel fashion with similar lenses…

• To protect ourselves from our spiritual "enemies," we put on the Personal Protective Equipment we need. Paul 
uses military metaphors, speaking of helmets, swords, breastplates, and so on. 

• In dealing with our COVID-19 enemies, Let's see if we can think of the essential "tools" in our fight, 
correlating them to the Word of God, the truth, righteousness, salvation, and faith to our earthly weapons 
against this viral enemy.

Let’s tale this passage section by section and see if we cannot correlate to our current spiritual and COVID-19 
pandemics.

The need for external strength to fight this battle — Ephesians 6:10-13 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord 
and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up 
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Paul was telling the church at Ephesus that although they had their own natural strength and Maybe even weapons and 
armor like a Roman soldier, they needed something far superior. This was a warning that this enemy was not of this 
world and even the best armor and swords of this world would not be enough. They needed a spiritual power that far 
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exceeded that of the spiritual forces of wickedness in high places. All of us need God’s strength to fight and win 
against this foe!

Although some will disagree with me on this point, I believe that this COVID-19 foe and all of its variants will 
necessitate some supernatural strength as well. Yes, we trust in God for protection, but we also utilize an 
outside source of strength to see us through. Where does this source of strength come from? God, of course, 
but the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines are two of the best sources that come to my mind.

All of would benefit from this outside source of strength to fight and win against this foe!

What else?  The armor and weapons themselves…

I. The Helmet of Salvation — 

Physical — The helmet was the primary source of protection for the soldier’s head,  a primary target for the 
enemy to strike. 

Spiritual — The Helmet of salvation protects the believer’s mind from the attacks of our spiritual enemy, 
the devil, our own negative thoughts, and the verbal attacks of the world. 

Viral — We live in a world where we face an onslaught of conflicting information. We must trust God and our 
own sense of God-given reason to make our way through the battlefield of misinformation that flows like water 
through the media outlets. 

II. The Breastplate of Righteousness — 

Physical — The breastplate was a protective “Second Skin” designed to protect the soldier's torso.

Spiritual — The breastplate is the righteousness of God that covers and protects us.

Viral — We are likewise to protect our bodies through healthy living. Getting proper rest, nutrition, and 
exercise. Keeping our attitudes positive and, as believers, taking time to worship God at church or online, 
studying God's Word, and being active witnesses of our Lord and Savior. By the way, thoroughly washing our 
hands and the use of sanitizing agents, etc., are essential as well!

III. The Sword of the Spirit — 

Physical — The sword was the soldier’s primary offensive weapon for close combat.

Spiritual — The sword of the Spirit is our only offensive weapon. As we share the word of God, we share the 
Good News of the Gospel of Christ.  Giving reason for the faith is within us with meekness and fear, as Peter 
tells us in 1 Peter 3:15-17

Viral — This aspect of our earhtly “weaponry” helps us to  lovingly sharing accurate information with others 
and shunning the misinformation that can create fear and doubt.

IV. The Shield of Faith —

Physical — The Shield was covered in metal and leather and often soaked in water to quench all the fiery 
incoming projectiles.

Spiritual — The shield of faith is the crucial piece of spiritual armor in that it protects us from the fiery attacks 
of the evil one himself. 

Continued on Page 6
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Viral — In addition to being vaccinated, our shield is the mask that slows the spread of COVID-19 to ourselves and 
those around us.

IV. The Belt of Truth —

Physical — This belt allowed the soldiers to carry all their needed equipment in combat conditions.

Spiritual — The belt of truth protects us from the misinformation/lies of the evil one.

Viral — This also helps us to rely on the information from trusted sources, like our COVID-19 Virtual Town Hall from 
last Monday night.

IV. The Shoes of Peace —

Physical — The shoes gave the soldier better traction and protected their feet from injury.

Spiritual — The Shoes of Peace are the solid foundation we have in Christ Jesus!

Viral — These “shoes” guide us away from hazardous situations and give us a solid foundation of protection during 
these perilous times.

Paul concludes this section by urging the Ephesians to diligently continue in prayer for the saints of God. We, too, are 
called to pray for all the saints of God. We pray for those in harm's way, our sick, and those working on the front lines of 
this war against the spiritual forces of wickedness in high places and those battling this pandemic of disease and hatred in 
"low places."

The bottom line is this, actively use all of your spiritual armor and sword and use all of your anti-viral armor and 
weapons to “Protect yourself and others.”

And remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!
Pastor Gary
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By Kenneth Collins — August 25, 2021

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though 
the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, 
but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision 
or a husband’s will, but born of God. (John 1:9–13 NIV)

Stories can be enthralling. We read a few lines here, pick up some engaging and puzzling biographical 
detail there, and suddenly we’re hooked. We can’t put it down; we’ve entered a new world. And when we 
think of recent master storytellers, such as J. R. R. Tolkien and C. S. Lewis—both of whom at one time 
were professors of English literature at Oxford—we can easily understand their own appreciation of the 
Gospels, which unveil through gripping narrative the greatest story of all. Though the Gospels contain 
many matter-of-fact details, such as eating, washing, selling, and paying taxes, those many details are 
caught up in a grand narrative that is flush with meaning—the kind of meaning that captivated the well-
worked imaginations of both Tolkien and Lewis.

The depth, the expanse, the heightened dimension, even the narrative roominess of the Gospel of John, our 
current text, can be seen in its central character, Jesus of Nazareth, precisely in terms of who he is and just 
what happens to him. In fact, the “who he is” is so important to John that not only does he describe this 
one, this person, in terms of both God and light, filling out crucial background and interpretive context 
along the way, but he also doesn’t even specifically mention the name “Jesus” until verse 17. Simply put, 
Jesus is not just any human being. John wants us to know that. He’s someone special—wonderfully 
special.

John’s affirmation: “The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world,” is rich with 
meaning on so many levels. First of all, this statement reveals that the light identified with Jesus, the Word 
made flesh, exists prior to coming into the world. Elsewhere, John declares: “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (v. 1). These statements could not rightly be 
made in terms of any other human being. Think about that for a while. Second, observe that John writes of 
“the true light,” implying that false lights, pretend lights, misguided lights also exist and that they can lead 
many people astray. Third, note also that Jesus, as the true light, gives light to everyone, to all people, to 
white, black, rich, poor, male, female, young, old, middle-aged, Christian, non-Christian, theist, atheist. 
All really does mean all here (v. 12); none are excluded from this illumination whose source is none other 
than the “light of the world” (John 8:12). It is this light that was “with God, and . . . was God” (John 1:1).

Various Christian traditions have grappled with the meaning of this universal illumination. Some consider 
it along the lines of general revelation—in terms of a created order embedded in the things that have been 
made, reminiscent of what the apostle Paul had written in Romans 1:20: “For since the creation of the 
world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.” Others, however, view this 
illumination not only externally, in terms of the things that have been made, but also internally with 
respect to such things as conscience, knowledge of the moral law, and even a basic, if primitive, intuitive 
knowledge of God. The larger point here—and it’s an important one—is that all of this illumination has 
Jesus as its source. He, and he alone, is the true light that illuminates all of humanity whether he is 
celebrated or not or even recognized or not.

The True Light That Illuminates the World

Continued on Page 8
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
August 29, 2021

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost!                   
Lectionary Texts:

Songs 2:8-13,                                                
Ps 45:1-2, 6-9 or Ps 72 (UMH 795),                    

James 1:17-27,                                                 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time 
between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

The True Light That Illuminates the World
John is only a few short verses into his gospel and he already introduces remarkable irony. Given who Jesus 
is, we would naturally expect he would be recognized by the world since the world itself, and all that is in it, 
has been made through the Word. Instead, we get exactly the opposite: not recognition, but neglect; not 
reception, but rejection. Who is this Jesus that I should pay attention? What’s so special about him? When 
the light or Word came to that which was his own—meaning the Jewish people—he was not welcomed or 
received. However, such a frosty attitude, suggesting perhaps a hardness of heart, was not shared by all first-
century Jews, though it was found among their religious leaders. (And there were exceptions even here; 
think of Nicodemus, for example.) In fact, not only was Jesus himself Jewish, but every one of his disciples 
was as well. We must never forget that.

The irony of verses 10 and 11 is heightened in one of the largest contrasts ever offered in literature, any 
literature. Consider this: the light that has entered the world is none other than the Word who is God. 
Accordingly, the Word, the Most High, the one greatly to be exalted, will not only be met with stupefying 
neglect and unwelcoming attitudes, but also, as John will later tell us, outright torture, mocking, and 
murderous intent. This vast difference, this huge chasm, between the glorious heights of who this light is, in 
terms of his essential being, and the wretched depths of his rejection manifested in the evil practices and the 
murderous designs of those who reject this light, both Jew and Gentile, is without parallel. Indeed, this 
difference, which again is colossal, is one of the reasons why the gospel story is unlike all other stories. It is 
and remains unique, distinct, and set apart. It offers the grandest narrative of all, from the highest heights to 
the lowest depths, an invitation to a world much larger than our own workaday world, a reality far deeper 
than we have ever imagined—or could have imagined.

To be caught up in such a story, then, to be engaged in this matchless narrative, is an invitation to discovery 
and transformation, to a new way of being, to participating in what is nothing less than a new world, an 
enchanting world, one that is full of light precisely because God is light. We enter that world, John tells us, 
not through our own self-will or strength, not in any natural way, but through the very gift of the new birth, 
graciously given to us, whereby we become something absolutely amazing: the very children of God (John 
1:13).


