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Acts 2:1-4 On the day of Pentecost all the 
believers were meeting together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from 
heaven like the roaring of a mighty 
windstorm, and it filled the house where 
they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like 
flames or tongues of fire appeared and 
settled on each of them. 4 And everyone 
present was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began speaking in other languages, as the 
Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 

Verse 41, “Those who believed what Peter 
said were baptized and added to the 
church that day—about 3,000 in all.”

This is the Word of God for the People of 
God! 

I was almost thinking of concluding this 
series, but I was recently, and sadly, 
reminded of the world we live in by the 
actions of others. By the way, my first five 
rewrites of this sermon entailed working 
through some recently observed behaviors! 
These experiences have inspired this 
morning's sermon…

Around 1974, Burger King launched 
missiles into the so-called "Burger Bars" 
against McDonald's and Wendys with their 
"Have it Your Way" campaign.

Hold the pickles, hold the lettuce
Special orders, don’t upset us
All we ask is that you let us 

serve it your way
Have it your way

Part of their ad campaign was to appeal to 
“Pickle-less Nicholas.” While this was 
their way to placate unappreciative 
youngsters and adults alike, I believe this 
sort of strategy has created a new 
generation of self-absorbed, entitled folks 
like the world has previously not seen. Not 

seen, at least to this magnitude! We are 
living in a “Have it My Way” world!

Instead of humility, there has been a 
growing trend of “entitled folks” who 
feel that the world owes them 
something without having to do 
anything to earn it. Perhaps you’ve met 
some folks like that, I have most 
certainly have some of them!

How prevalent is this phenomenon? 
There are even newly defined terms and 
names associated with such interactions 
and people. I will remove the name and 
other identifying markers because 
rudeness and entitlement are not limited 
to one specific age, race, or gender. As 
s u c h , w e w i l l c a l l t h i s 
person "Blankety-Blank" to keep them 
g e n e r i c . Y o u h a v e h e a r d t h e 
name "Blankety-Blank" used as a 
pejorative term. 

So what is one definition of that term/
name? Here goes, but I‘m going to 
remove the name and other identifying 
markers , because rudeness and 
entitlement are not limited to one 
specific age, race, or gender! We shall 
name this person, “Blankety-Blank” to 
keep them non-identifiably generic!

A Blankety-Blank is “A stereotypical 
name associated with a rude person. 
This person is rarely satisfied by 
anything, and as such are constantly 
complaining and asking to see 
managers. They also tend to enjoy 
threatening to sue over ever little 
inconvenience in their lives…”

These “Blankety-Blanks” are the 
epitome of an entitled, self-absorbed 
generation that knows little to nothing 
about humility and love for others. 
Perhaps you’ve met a “Blankety-Blank” 
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Across 
1. * It's connected to a leg
5. "Hey, there!"
9. Type of undergarment
12. Lowest point
13. Roofed colonnade
14. Blemish
15. * Fold on the Face
17. Record label
18. Shred
19. Letter
20. * Relating to the Wrist
22. * Hair remover
23. * Heard in a Throat 
Doctor's Waiting Room: 
"___ the best reputation in 
town. I know I'll soon be 
able to sing again!"
24. * Something on a #1A
26. * Something from a 
Smile
28. * Voice quality
29. Mr. Griffin, and others

30. * Duct gland
34. Doctor's org.
35. * Word with 
Intestine
37. Illuminated
38. * Trachea
41. * The stomach 
digests them
43. Craze
44. * Something studied 
by Ophthalmologists
46. * Leg part
49. Put to use
50. Cheese
51. * Type of Tissue
53. Particular Principle
56. Just about
57. Alphabet letters
58. * Voice box
60. Do Others connecter
61. Ms. Peeples, and 
others
63. Stringy (var. sp.)

64. Path (abbr.)
65. Life and Scrabble, 
for example
66. Sound made by a 
furry friend
Down 
1. Ms. Wray, and 
others
2. Keats wrote them
3. * Stuff in the Skin
4. * Some pump iron 
to build them up
5. The Beatles song: 
"___ I Love You"
6. * Things a #1A can 
take
7. * Animal body
8. * Spinal Column 
part
9. * Puffiness in a 
Person
10. Magnitude relation
11. Mindful
12. Word in the Social 
Pages
14. * Something on a 
hand
16. Arlene or Roald
21. Ms. Dawn Chong
23. Music Store letters
25. Abbr. with a 
business name
26. Ms. Moore
27. Persia
28. Chase after
29. * Mouth, 
informally
30. It means "Before"
31. People from "The 
Time Machine"
32. Opera

33. Roads, for short
35. * Connective 
tissue
36. Imitate
39. * Heard in an Ear 
Doctor's office: 
"Now, I'm going to 
examine the ear___ 
see how it's doing 
since your last 
checkup."
40. Buddy
41. * Body part
42. Choose
44. Roman Numerals 
for 1,090
45. * Utter in an 
extremely loud voice
46. * Skeleton part
47. * Injured 
Athlete's comment: 
"___ know when my 
broken collarbone 
will heal, coach."
48. Moisten Meat
49. Literary 
composition
52. Freshwater 
mussel
53. Printed mistake
54. Over again
55. * Skin product, 
with "5"
59. * Fish eggs
62. He (Initials) 
directed 
"Jaws" (1975)
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August 2021 News and Announcements 
I hope, pray, and trust that 
your week has been 
blessed! 

August is here, and with it, 
COVID-19 and its variants 
brought a new wave of 
misery and woe. Like a 
virulent pandemic, the 
debacle in Afghanistan has 
opened a Pandora's Box of 

terror for Afghanistan citizens and thousands of 
Americans living there. With the swift overthrow of 
the former Afghanistani government and the 
brutality we have seen displayed by the Taliban, we 
pray for the safety of those trying to flee this land. 
Beyond that, we can only pray that this does not 
spread to other regions.  With such a spread, this 
might inspire other ruthless governments to test the 
murky waters stirred by our government's 
questionable handling of this deadly situation. 

Be safe, pray like never before, and know that God 
loves you with love beyond compare, and so do we! 

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 31

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Anatomy”
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person who merely views others as their personal Burger King! If they weren’t so unpleasant, you’d feel sorry for them, 
but I digress!

In 1 Corinthians 13, the love chapter, Paul talks about all of the things that love does and does not do, and all of those 
verses are important, but one of them stood out to me above the rest and that is one concise but significant portion of 
verse 5. Paul reminded us that love does not demand its own way! Unfortunately, we live in a world filled with entitled 
folks who do indeed demand their own way.  By the way, in case you were wondering, That is not the way of Christian 
love!

This brings us to this morning’s passage. As a side-note, this passage might not instantly connect with this notion of 
humility, but try to be patient and let’s consider Luke’s words from Acts 2:1-4.

We continue this week in James Moore's excellent book, "Your Attitude is Your Paintbrush — It Colors Every 
Situation." I'll only share three stories from Moore's book, but grab a copy of his book and enjoy the rich stories of faith, 
love, and compassion that reflect a Christ-like attitude to the world! This week, we will explore a biblical and secular 
view of humility in a world of entitlement and privileged people!

I. Moore tells a story about,"A distinguished professor [who] taught at the University of Chicago. Quite often, his 
preschool granddaughter would come to visit him at his office. She loved to reach up and hold his hand and walk around 
the campus with her grandfather. One day, the man was carrying his granddaughter around on his shoulders. They met a 
friend who had seen the little girl just the week before. The friend looked up at the little girl riding on her grandfather's 
shoulders and, with a smile on his face and a twinkle in his eyes, said to her, "My goodness! Look at you! Look at how 
much you've grown since I saw you last week!" The little girl replied, "Not all of this is me." Of course, what she meant 
was, "I'm not really this tall. I'm not really this big. I'm riding on somebody else's shoulders.” 

Let me echo Moore's response from my own personal experience. I, like Moore, connect with this story because this is 
how I feel each day. I feel like I not only have a host of other great men and women of the faith upon whose shoulders I 
stand. I also stand upon the shoulders of my late mom, Melissa, my relatives, my professors in college, and my teachers 
in school, and a host of others. And needless to say, I stand upon the solid rock of my salvation, Christ Jesus, our Lord.

Just like the little girl in Moore’s story, I can say to you without hesitation that “Not all of anything good in me is all 
me!” 

I love Moore’s thought of traveling back in time to the day of Pentecost and telling the Apostle Peter how great of a 
preacher he was and that as a result of his preaching, personality, and life, some 3,000 souls were saved that day!

After all of Peter's missteps, goof-ups, and failures, I suspect that Peter would say, "Hold up a minute. Not all of this is 
me! As a matter of fact, just a little bit of this is me, and a whole bunch of it is the life of Jesus and the Holy Spirt's 
empowerment coupled with the father's love all mixed together!"  

The same could be said of the many men, women, and children of faith who have gone on to achieve great heights of 
Christian love, service, and sacrifice. They would all tell us that what you read about them sounds wonderful and 
inspiring, but they would add that "Not all of that was me, you see, God gets the glory!" 

II. The Holy Spirit can give us the ability to walk with Forgiveness and Humility — Moore went on to relate a great 
story about forgiveness and humility from the famous writer and humorist Lewis Grizzard. Having lived in Georgia for 
several years, the name Lewis Grizzard became a familiar name for me. 

Grizzard recalled “going to Sunday school and to hear the preaching, though his church was small and had to share its 
preacher with a neighboring church. He also remembered being a part of the United Methodist Youth Fellowship and 
one particularly remarkable event at one of those meetings. Two brothers, the town bullies, had broken into a store. As 
punishment, they had been ordered to attend Methodist Youth Fellowship meetings for six months: First night they were 
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there, they beat up two fifth-graders and threw a Cokesbury Hymnal at the lady who met with us and always 
brought cookies. She ducked in time and then looked them squarely in their devilish eyes. Then soft as the angel 
she was, she said, "I don't approve of what you boys did here tonight, and neither does Jesus. But if he can forgive 
you, I guess I'll have to." She handed them a plate of cookies.

Grizzard concluded by saying, “And the last I heard, both [those boys grew up, and they are husbands and fathers] 
with steady jobs and rarely miss a Sunday [at church]. That was the first miracle I ever saw. That was the miracle 
of forgiveness. If we could find that youth leader today and say to her, "How did you put up with those rowdy 
boys?" she probably would say, ‘Wasn't me. Left to my own devices, I would've poured the fruit punch on their 
heads and called the sheriff. But the Spirit of Jesus was in me. It was the Holy Spirit within me that gave me the 
strength to forgive.’ In other words, she would say, ‘Not all of this is me.’" 

Without a doubt, I know that I have failed from time to time, but I also know that the Holy Spirit has given me the 
humility and grace to not only keep my mouth shut but to keep on getting better and better at walking in humility, 
grace, and mercy!!

The Holy Spirit can also help us develop sufficient humility to lay aside some of our own desires to take our 
blessings and build the church of God into a kingdom of believers!

Mr. Holland's Opus is a movie about a dedicated music teacher named Glenn Holland. At the beginning of his 
career, Mr. Holland dreams of becoming a famous composer. He dreams of living in Hollywood and writing 
theme songs for movies, but he never gets to do that. Instead, he spends his entire career working with young 
students at John F. Kennedy High School. With great tenderness, he works with a red-haired girl with pigtails, 
who wants to play the clarinet. No one believes in her, no one helps her, no one encourages her but Mr. Holland. 
With great compassion, he works with a student who wants to play the drums but has a terrible time finding the 
beat. With great patience, he works with a street-wise tough kid who has a lousy attitude and is down on the 
world. Mr. Holland helps them all, and hundreds more like them. The conclusion of the film is classic. Mr. 
Holland retires, and as he cleans out his music room at the high school, he tells his wife and his son that he feels 
like such a failure. He never accomplished his dream. He never went to Hollywood. He never became a famous 
composer. With slumped shoulders, he heads out of the school, but then he hears a noise in the auditorium. He 
opens the door and sees that the auditorium is jam-packed with his former students. They give him a long, 
thunderous standing ovation. They have come back to express their love and appreciation to this wonderful man 
who gave so much of his life to them.

Then, the little girl with the red pigtails goes to the microphone. She's all grown up now and, in fact, is governor 
of the state. She says, "Mr. Holland, we know that you never got to become the famous composer you dreamed of 
being, but don't you see? Your greatest composition is what you did with us, your students. Mr. Holland, look 
around you. We are your great opus! Mr. Holland, we are the music of your life!" 

Could Mr. Holland have achieved his dreams? Perhaps, but far beyond the fame and fortune of writing his hoped 
for opus, through love of others and humility, he wrote an opus in the lives of countless students!

Humility is one of those attitudes that seems to be growing scarcer and scarcer!

We have two options that live on opposite poles with various degrees that lie within those extremes.

Option one — Our attitudes can either paint the world with beautiful brush strokes of service to others that bring 
life and joy!

or 
Option two — We can paint the world with careless, dismal brushstrokes of arrogance, entitlement and privilege 
that bring death and misery!
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By the way, all of these brushstrokes reflect our innermost beings, that is, who  we are on the inside and who it is that we 
serve! 

If you are wondering what other attitudes would be sufficient to constitute behavior that is becoming for a believer 
in Christ Jesus, then here are two passages that speak volumes!

Galatians 5:22-23 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!

1 Corinthians 13:1-8; 13 “If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be 
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and 
possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 3 If 
I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would 
have gained nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its 
own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices 
whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every 
circumstance. 8 Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge will become useless. But love will 
last forever!”

13 “Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.”

So, in a world filled “entitled folks” who feel that the world owes them something without having to do anything to earn it. 
Be the humble, loving person who shows them the way of Christ in all that you do and say! And remember that you have 
been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary
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By Caleb Hennington — Digital Content Editor

The 2020 Tokyo Olympics ended on August 8, 2021, after more than two weeks of intense competition from the 
world’s greatest athletes. Technically though, it was the 2021 Tokyo Olympics because of a yearlong delay thanks 
to COVID-19, and the virus’s presence in this year’s games was heavy on the minds of everyone involved, from 
athletes to organizers of the games, to everyone watching at home.

Empty stadiums — cleared of fans and athletes’ families due to Japan’s current COVID protocols — gave the 
games an eerie, bizarre feeling.

But despite the weirdness of the Olympics, the stories of success and the legendary athletes that emerge every 
Olympic quadrennium were still present. New champions were crowned, and in the end, the United States just 
managed to eke out China for the title of most medals and most gold medals for a country won at the games.

For some athletes, though, it was not about winning at all. Sure, that’s obviously the goal whenever you find 
yourself on the biggest stage in the world, competing at the highest possible level for your sport or skill. But time 
and time again at the Olympics, we’ve seen examples of camaraderie and sportsmanship shine through in the 
midst of the pressure of competition.

One of the best examples of sportsmanship at this year’s games was between two high jump contenders, Mutaz 
Essa Barshim of Qatar and Gianmarco Tamberi of Italy. These are two names you probably aren’t familiar with, 
but their story is one to remember.

At the high jump finals, both competitors were evenly matched at 2.37 meters. However, neither of them could 
manage to clear the next level up, the 2.39-meter height, which also happened to be the world record for the high 
jump.

Round after round, Barshim and Tamberi attempted to clear the height, with neither one succeeding at their goal. 
Just when it seemed like the competition would go on indefinitely like this until one or both competitors were too 
tired to continue, Barshim made a decision; he asked the Olympic official if it were possible to share first place, 
therefore guaranteeing that both men would take home the gold medal. And it just so happened that, yes, that was 
possible, although most people never think to ask.

And so both athletes, at the top of their game and unable to best each other in competition, embraced one another 
with tears in their eyes, captured in a now viral video seen the world over, simply ecstatic to share the 
accomplishment of being dual world champions.

Thinking about this amazing story, I’m reminded of the countless verses in the Bible that instruct followers of 
Christ to stay humble, thinking of others always before yourself.

Ephesians 4:2 says, “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” Likewise, in 
Philippians 2:3, we read Paul’s words to “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves.”

For humans, it’s natural to want to dominate, win, and capture all of the pride and accolades that come with being 
a champion. But as Christians, this is the antithesis of how we should interact with the world.

The Apostle Paul, who authored both Ephesians and Philippians, warns over and over against the downfall of 
pride. Pride most often leads to ruin. Just look at history and you’ll see no shortage of examples of leaders and 
countries who ultimately fell to ruin due to pride.

As we continue the long journey into our Church’s future, it’s important to remember that it’s not about winning 

It’s Not Always About Winning
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
August 22, 2021

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost!                   
Lectionary Texts:

1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-43,                
Ps 84 (UMH 804),                                               

Eph 6:10- 20,                                                
John 6:56-69 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time 
between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

It’s Not Always About Winning
or losing; one side getting what they want while the other side suffers in failure. It’s about remembering that we are all 
humans, created in the image of God, and “winning” is not the most important thing.

If athletes whose entire lives are dedicated to being the best they can be can figure this out, then so can we.


