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We continue examining our attitudes as 
outlined in James Moore’s book, “Attitude 
is Your Paintbrush - It Colors Every 
Situation”. Our first week, we looked at 
our attitudes towards gratitude, confidence, 
and compassion. Last week, we considered 
our attitude toward God and this week we 
look at our attitude of determination in 
three specific areas.

Matthew 6:25-33  “That is why I tell you 
not to worry about everyday life—whether 
you have enough food and drink, or 
enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than 
food, and your body more than clothing? 
26 Look at the birds. They don’t plant or 
harvest or store food in barns, for your 
heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you 
far more valuable to him than they are? 
27 Can all your worries add a single 
moment to your life? 28 “And why worry 
about your clothing? Look at the lilies of 
the field and how they grow. They don’t 
work or make their clothing, 29 yet Solomon 
in all his glory was not dressed as 
beautifully as they are. 30 And if God cares 
so wonderfully for wildflowers that are 
here today and thrown into the fire 
tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. 
Why do you have so little faith? 31 “So don’t 
worry about these things, saying, ‘What 
will we eat? What will we drink? What will 
we wear?’ 32 These things dominate the 
thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly 
Father already knows all your needs. 
33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, 
and live righteously, and he will give you 
everything you need.”

Let me repeat Matthew 6:33 in the New 
King Names Version, "But seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you.”

The NKJV puts a stronger emphasis on the 
role of the believer than the NLT 

does. That word "seek" is in the form of 
an imperative, which, in everyday 
language, is a command and implies 
that this seeking "first the Kingdom of 
God" is something of vital importance! 

As such, I believe that seeking first the 
Kingdom of God requires careful 
determination to seek first the Kingdom 
of God in the face of the distractions 
and the many worries of this world! 

So, how can we do this when we don’t 
know every step of our life’s journeys?

James Moore asks, "Do you know what 
it means to "sail under sealed orders"? 
Anyone who has been in the Navy 
knows what that means. A ship is in the 
dock—perhaps at midnight. The crew is 
ready to sail, but they are waiting for 
their orders. Suddenly, an envelope 
comes to the captain on the bridge of 
the ship. The envelope is sealed. The 
captain knows that inside the envelope 
are the crew's orders, the details of the 
ship's mission and destination. Stamped 
on the front of the envelope, however, 
are the words' sailing under sealed 
orders,' and printed on the outside of the 
envelope are some coordinates of 
latitude and longitude— a place in the 
middle of the ocean to which they are to 
sail. For the sake of military secrecy, 
the captain knows not to open the 
envelope until the ship and crew get to 
the coordinates given. So, they set sail, 
knowing not where they go but trusting 
headquarters. When they reach those 
coordinates of latitude and longitude in 
the middle of the ocean, then the 
captain opens the envelope and 
discovers what their destination is and 
what their mission is." 

In a sense, the Christian faith is like 
that . We don ' t receive a l l the 
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Across 

1. * Speed of one 
nautical mile per hour
5. Crash
8. * Luxury Liner rooms
14. Fissure
15. It's the end of an 
___
16. * Unit of distance
17. Q. "Where were you 
born?" A. "I was born 
___ Paso, Texas."
18. Not absolute
20. Father to Jr.
21. Thanks, in Britain
22. * They look lovely 
on the watery horizon
24. Alphabet sequence
26. "Big whoop!"
27. * Floaty thing on the 
water
30. * Water Depth 
measurements
35. Trading place in the 
U.S.A.
36. Crucifixion letters

37. Ohs partners
39. Mr. Cummings
40. Ms. Dawber
43. Red Sign word
44. Television show
46. Extinct bird
47. Smash Song
48. Madison is its 
capital, for short
49. Tell
50. Ms. Moran
51. Bristlelike 
appendages
53. * Meet for boat 
races
55. * Upper edge of 
the side of a vessel
58. Mr. Bradley
59. Bric-à-___
60. * Some might 
belong to one
66. In other words, 
for short
67. How tall 
something is, for 
short

69. Colonnade
70. Indigenous 
person of Japan
71. * Paddled things 
on camping trips
74. Hockey legend
75. Garlands
76. * Rear parts of 
vessels
77. Word in the 
Social Pages
78. Mixed dog
1. Mr. Kristofferson
2. * Caravel of 
Columbus
3. Buddhist sacred 
mountain
4. * Type of vessel 
that tourists flock to 
see
5. Gambling city
6. Operatic song
7. * Things on a #4D
8. Atomic #17
9. Bronze money
10. * Type of vessel 
that has three or 
more #7D (var. sp.)
11. Baby Branch, 
without the "Tw"
12. Kooky
13. Something on a 
bus
19. Fencing Class 
question: "___ garde 
something the 
fencers always have 
to shout?"
23. Casper's word
25. Ms. O'Donnell, to 
friends
28. * Sailor's Shout: 
"___, Captain!"
29. Mad Cow Disease 
letters
30. * Wonders in the 
Water

31. Against
32. What a horse 
can do
33. * Docking 
facility
34. "Keep it down."
38. * Maritime 
distress signal
40. * Harbor
41. Mine entrance
42. Painting, with 
"Lisa"
45. ___-es-Salaam
46. * Minacious 
Maritime Movie
48. ___.infoplease.c
om
51. * Ground tackle
52. Mr. Stallone, et 
al.
54. Acquire
55. * Maritime 
Monster: ___ White 
Shark
56. Movie org.
57. Persistently 
cause anxiety
59. Pen brands
61. Leftover apple 
part
62. Tortoise 
competition
63. Stead
64. Section
65. Sculpture
68. Countdown 
number
72. * Compass 
point
73. * Part of the 
name of Gilligan's 
ship
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August 2021 News and Announcements 
I hope, pray, and trust that 
your week has been 
blessed! 

A u g u s t i s h e r e a n d 
COVID-19 and its variants 
have reared their ugly 
heads to inspire worry and 
concern.  But be of good 
cheer, because not only 
has God blessed us with 

spiritual riches in the world to come but He has 
blessed us with each other and a bountiful supply of 
faith and blessings in this world!

Some of those blessings come in the form of our 
church family and the many great things that are 
happening right now!

Be safe and know that God loves you with a love 
beyond compare and so do we! 

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 30

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Come, Sail Away”
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information for our lives at once. We get just enough information to get to our next destination. We move along, placing 
our confidence in headquarters; we move forward with faith in God. We "sail under sealed orders" until we arrive at 
that place where God says, "Okay, you've made it this far. Now here is your next move."

"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”

So, does that mean we are supposed to seek salvation and then cease all activity in His Kingdom?

No, I believe that we are supposed to respond to His free offer of salvation and then follow His Word in all 
areas of our lives! Even when we don't know every step of the way, we are to walk in faith! In 2 Corinthians 
5:7, the Apostle Paul writes, "For we walk by faith and not by sight."

Unlike the “sealed orders” mentioned above, most of God’s basic orders are painfully obvious to even the most casual 
observer. They are like the plainly written coordinates on the outside of the captain’s envelope. The problem is that we 
don’t want to do some of them. 

James Moore talks about three areas where we need to be determined so that we can succeed!

1.) Be Determined to follow Scripture’s clear guidance as to how we can have a strong relationship with God... 

This will sound like a broken record, but to follow these unsealed orders, we are to use all of the means of grace at our 
disposal, as John Wesley would say, to stay in love with God.

This will sound like a broken record, but to follow these unsealed orders, we are to use all of the means of grace at our 
disposal, as John Wesley would say, to stay in love with God.

When we decide to disconnect ourselves from these means of grace, we can slowly grow cold and become distant from 
God and each other! But when we are determined to carefully set our aim upon heaven and seek out God and his 
righteousness, we will hit our target! 

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus…

2.) Be Determined to have a strong Relationship with your Family...

"Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you" (Exodus 20:12)

There is a story I heard years ago that was applied to the Church but is just as appropriate for our families!

A member of a certain church, who previously had been attending services regularly, stopped going. After a few weeks, 
the pastor decided to visit him. It was a chilly evening. The pastor found the man at home alone, sitting before a blazing 
fire.

Guessing the reason for his pastor’s visit, the man welcomed him, led him to a big chair near the fireplace, and waited. 
The pastor made himself comfortable but said nothing. In the grave silence, he contemplated the play of the flames 
around the burning logs.

After some minutes, the pastor took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning ember, and placed it to one 
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side of the hearth all alone. Then he sat back in his chair, still silent. The host watched all this in quiet fascination.
 
As the one lone ember’s flame diminished, there was a momentary glow and then its fire was no more. Soon it 
was cold and “dead as a doornail.”
 
Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting. Just before the pastor was ready to leave, he picked up the 
cold, dead ember and placed it back in the middle of the fire. Immediately it began to glow once more with the 
light and warmth of the burning coals around it.
 
As the pastor reached the door to leave, his host said, “Thank you so much for your visit and especially for the 
fiery sermon. I shall be back in church next Sunday.”

When we are determined to draw close to our families and friends, we can keep the fires of love, passion, mercy, 
and grace burning brightly! 

3.) Be Determined to have a strong Relationship with your Church…

In the early 1970s, a large commercial airplane was taxiing for takeoff at a major airport. The flight attendant was 
walking down the aisle to see that all passengers had their seatbelts securely fastened. She came upon one man 
whose seatbelt was carelessly thrown to one side. Instantly, she recognized the man. It was Muhammad Ali, who 
was at the time boxing's heavyweight champion of the world. "Sir," she said with a smile, "you need to fasten 
your seatbelt." Ali grinned at her and, as only he could, said, "Superman don't need no seatbelt!" The flight 
attendant was quick with her response: "Honey, Superman don't need no airplane!" We all need a spiritual 
seatbelt. We all need to feed our souls. We all need the church and the means of grace that God has blessed us 
with. Sometimes we get out in the world and we think, "I'm Superman, or I'm Superwoman, and I don't need the 
church!" But let me tell you something with all the feeling I have in my heart: You need the church! I need the 
church! We all need the church!

When we decide to disconnect ourselves from the church, we can slowly grow cold in our faith and love for our 
brothers and sisters in the Lord! But when we make a determined effort to stay in close communion with our 
church family, we will be built up in the faith and encourage each other to greater acts of love and service! 

In Hebrews 10:25 we read, “And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 
another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” 

So there we have it.  

(1)  Be determined to let Scripture guide you.
(2)  Be determined to stay close to your family.
(3)  Be determined to have a strong relationship with your church.

So you might be thinking that this is good advice and you’d be right.  It is good advice, but just like anything we 
must put it into practice for it to be beneficial!

James 1:22 tells us, "But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only 
fooling yourselves.”

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary
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A huge thank you to Jayson Thomas for choosing to update the FUMC Memorial Garden for his 
Eagle Scout project. Our Memorial Garden has been beautifully transformed! Jayson and 
company power washed and pruned along with new benches and rose bushes added! Jayson was 
assisted by his dad, Marcus Thomas, friends Eli Fields, Ethan Franks, and Zander Taylor.

The late “Buddy” Franks donated the Memorial Garden in memory of his late wife Dot Franks 
and his daughter, Suzanne Franks. All the plants in the Memorial Garden represent biblical 
plants, such as palm, fig, apple, olive, juniper, and Cedar of Lebanon. 

Our love and thanks go to Jayson and his family and friends for this wonderful blessing!

Pastor Gary Maskell and the entire Magnolia First United Methodist Family
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First United Methodist Church Memorial Garden



THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
August 8, 2021

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost!                   
Lectionary Texts:

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33,                               
Psalm 130 (UMH 848),                             

Ephesians 4:25-5:2,                                           
John 6:35, 41-51 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time 
between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

First United Methodist Church Memorial Garden


