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Romans 12:1-8 And so, dear brothers and 
sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies 
to God because of all he has done for you. 
Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—
the kind he will find acceptable. This is 
truly the way to worship him. 2 Don’t copy 
the behavior and customs of this world, but 
let God transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think. Then you will 
learn to know God’s will for you, which is 
good and pleasing and perfect.

3 Because of the privilege and authority 
God has given me, I give each of you this 
warning: Don’t think you are better than 
you really are. Be honest in your 
evaluation of yourselves, measuring 
yourselves by the faith God has given us. 
4 Just as our bodies have many parts and 
each part has a special function, 5 so it is 
with Christ’s body. We are many parts of 
one body, and we all belong to each other.

6 In his grace, God has given us different 
gifts for doing certain things well. So if 
God has given you the ability to prophesy, 
speak out with as much faith as God has 
given you. 7 If your gift is serving others, 
serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach 
well. 8 If your gift is to encourage others, 
be encouraging. If it is giving, give 
generously. If God has given you 
leadership ability, take the responsibility 
seriously. And if you have a gift for 
showing kindness to others, do it gladly.

As chapter 12 opens, we see Paul’s 
introductory words, “And so, dear brothers 
and sisters…”

Other translations, such as the New King 
James, ESV, NIV, and others translate these 
opening words as, “Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers and sisters…”

I’ll remind you of a familiar phrase of 
mine, whenever you see that word 

“therefore” you need to ask yourself, 
“What’s that word therefore, there for?” 

There is a reason! It is there to continue 
a logical thought that is based on the 
previous discussion and reasoning.

The book of Romans, has four major 
“therefore” transitional areas that one 
commentator breaks down as follows: 

(1) “Therefore” #1 — The Wrath of 
God — The first chapters of 
Romans talk about condemnation 
because of sin and rebellion. 
“Therefore by the deeds of the law 
no flesh will be justified in His 
sight, for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin.” Romans 3:20  
“For all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God” Romans 3:23

(2) “Therefore” #2 — Justification 
by Grace through Faith — 
“Therefore, having been justified 
by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2 through whom also we have 
access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.” 
Romans 5:1

Even-though God has pronounced us 
guilty of our sins, when we, by grace 
through faith, trust Jesu Christ as our 
Savior, God treats us as though we have 
never sinned.

(3) “ T h e r e f o r e ” # 3 — N o 
Condemnation — “There is 
therefore now no condemnation to 
those who are in Christ Jesus, who 
do not walk according to the flesh, 
but according to the Spirit.” 
Romans 8:1
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Across 
1. * Television show about a 
family thrown back in time to 
the time of the dinosaurs: "___ 
of the Lost" (1974 - 1977)
5. * Legend has it that some 
people have disappeared from 
the face of the Earth --apparently 
after mysterious abductions by 
them, for short
9. Valley
13. Yummy beverage
14. Ms. Campbell
15. Like some faces: ___-shaped
16. Bug
17. * Type of aircraft #3D and 
Amelia Earhart were in together 
on that fateful last flight: ___-
engine Lockheed Electra
18. Prima Donna
19. * LOST! = Never to be ___ 
or heard from again
20. Capital of Vietnam, without 
the "Han"
21. * He sang about the 
legendary continent of #40D
23. * Where ships and planes are 
said to mysteriously vanish: The 

Bermuda ___
26. Mr. Lowe
27. Noisy Clamor, flipped 
around?
28. * Movie of 1982 starring 
Jack Lemmon and Sissy 
Spacek
32. Hereditary tribal ruler
35. Bargains
37. Fish eggs
39. * They are sometimes 
found during excavations of 
ancient lost cities
41. * Indiana Jones searched 
for the Ark of the Covenant 
in this blockbuster of 1981: 
"___ of the Lost Ark"
44. Someone from England, 
for short
45. Don't order out
47. Don't be truthful
48. * He was able to see the 
Holy Grail
51. They're made in football, 
for short
53. Mr. O'
54. * He parachuted with a 
loot of money from the 

Boeing 727 he skyjacked in 
'71 --and vanished forever
59. * Island on the coast of 
North Carolina where the 
Lost Colony was situated
63. "I see."
64. Type of Tie
65. Dismounted
66. Ms. Moran
68. Ms. Moore, and others
69. Small
70. Brown follower
71. * Mr. Hoffa, the 
Teamster leader who 
vanished in 1975
72. Items in a kitchen
73. Looks
74. Jeanne d'Arc, et al.
Down 
1. * The character of Tom 
Hanks in #13D had no other 
choice than to be a ___ when 
he wound up on a deserted 
island after surviving a crash 
landing
2. Heard in a Drug Store: 
"This lotion might clear up 
the ___ suffer from."
3. * JULY 2ND, 1937: He 
was the navigator who joined 
Amelia Earhart when she 
was attempting to fly around 
the world, only to then 
mysteriously disappear 
between New Guinea and 
Howland Island in the Pacific 
Ocean: Frederick J. ___
4. Labor follower
5. Up to the time that
6. Not many
7. Roman poet
8. Title of respect for a man 
in Spain (pl.)
9. * Animal that is lost and 
gone forever
10. Tel follower
11. * It flowed from Mount 
Vesuvius which erupted and 
buried the ancient city of 
Pompeii

12. Panache
13. * Tom Hanks flick, 
with "Away"
20. City of northern Utah
22. Family Member, 
flipped around?
24. Spiders' nests
25. Mr. Gibson, all shook 
up?
29. Mix Around, in a 
mixed up way?
30. Mr. Gallagher
31. Ms. Halliwell
32. Globe
33. * The Titanic struck 
one to then be lost below 
the icy waters of the ocean
34. Fish genus
36. * Ships sometimes get 
lost when they are what?
38. Compass point
40. * Was it swallowed by 
an earthquake?
42. The letter after 
G ...spelled out
43. Prefix to "china"
46. Do math
49. Orinoco tributary
50. Country walkers
52. Let the pieces fall 
where they may
55. * They show that 
dinosaurs once ruled the 
Earth before being 
completely wiped off the 
face of it
56. "Apple" in French
57. Make a Happy Face, 
backwards?
58. Blushful
59. Inclined surface
60. Potpourri
61. Fats Domino classic: 
"___ That a Shame"
62. Great Lake
67. * What a #33D is made 
from
68. Record Players, for 
short
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July 2021 News and Announcements 
T h e 2 0 2 1 A r k a n s a s 
Annual July is here and in 
full force with some toasty 
days and summer fun for 
those who are vactioning 
near and far! 

We just finished week #2 
of our “Triple J” Vacation 
Bible School! 

Here is a quick description of our VBS! 

Join the Adventure each night beginning at 6 pm. 
Children age 4 through grade 5 will have an amazing 
adventure! Preschoolers and future Kindergarteners 
will be in the Treehouse for the Adventure. Grades 
1-5 will be explore the adventure through the 
following rooms. Newsroom: Help Discover the 
story and be apart of the investigation. Research 
Lab: Learn the amazing ways our world works as an 
example of the story. Surprises await us! Gift Shop: 
Craft as you dig in to your adventure. Action 
Station: Play and continue the adventure. 

Join us for Triple J Adventure! 

Be safe and know that God loves you with a love 
beyond compare and so do we! 

Pastor Gary

Volume 3 Issue 27

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Lost”
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Here is sweet-sounding “therefore” from the book of John, “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free 
indeed.” John 8:36

(4) “Therefore” #4 — Living into the Will of God for your life — “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

Paul begins with an appeal using the very “King Jamesey” word, “beseech" which means to ask someone urgently and 
fervently to do something!  

Paul is fervently urging us to live out a special course of action in our lives. By the way, the entire New Testament urges 
us toward living a certain way.  In case you haven’t noticed!

One of the phrases Paul used in this section really stood out to me. May be noticed it too.  Paul urged us to present our 
bodies as a holy and living sacrifices — I don’t know how that one rings in your ears, but it sounds pretty 
uncomfortable to me. In the old sacrificial system, the sacrifice started off alive and, as you probably guessed, ended up 
dead. Luckily, that is not what Paul literally meant in this passage. We are to present ourselves as living sacrifices. 
That’s what makes it a challenge, at least to me. A living sacrifice has the ability to squirm off of the sacrificial altar. 
Jesus being the supreme example of one who stayed on the sacrificial altar of Calvary’ cross. Yes, we are called to die to 
own selfish desires, but it is not a physical death. We can sacrifice ourselves to God and walk away with our blue jeans 
and flannel shirts intact!

Throughout the Scriptures, we hear calls and commands for our lives to look differently than the rest of the world.  
Sometimes enduring hardships for the sake of the Gospel, there are calls to follow 
Jesus despite life not going our way, despite pain, sickness, and disappointment,  

• What gives with that?  

• Aren’t we now children of the King of kings and the Lord of glory? 

• Shouldn’t life be a holiday on God’s Primrose Lane?

•.    Or can good come from suffering?

Humor me for a moment…

In Homer’s Iliad, there is a Centaur named, “Chiron.”  Twice wounded, one is in his spirit and secondly in his body!

(1) Wound 2 — As the myth goes, his mother gave birth to him, but “with the upper body of a man and the lower body 
of a horse. Seized with shame and disgust at the sight of this monster, she abandoned him on Mount Pelion in Thessaly.”

You can read about his birth and lineage on your own, but according to mythology, he was raised by the Greek god 
Apollo, who taught him “the healing arts, music, and prophecy, while Apollo’s twin sister Artemis taught him archery 
and hunting.”

Therefore, he was highly sought as a gift teacher and healer. 

(2) Wound 2 — One day, he was caught in a hail of arrows not intended for him. Unfortunately for Chiron, the arrow 
had been duped in the poisonous blood of a hydra. This could, Chiron could not heal.  It caused continuous pain and 
since Chiron was an immortal being, his fate was to eternally suffer from the effects of the poison.
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Chiron is perhaps the first being to be known as the wounded healer, of which many lectures and even books have 
been written.

Let me read an extended quote from Psychology Today, concerning Chiron as the wounded healer. “Chiron turns 
in particular to the healing arts as a means of healing himself, and not only himself but others too. He shines the 
light, giving to others that which he himself most needs or needed. Rather than allowing the original wound to 
fester, he finds within it a source of motivation, even of inspiration, that leads him to great insight and 
achievement. This in turn invites, or rather imposes, a sense of purpose and service or duty that ennobles and 
enriches his life in ways that the other centaurs could not even begin to imagine.”

Now I know that this is some really radical thinking, but could we take a moment to leave our worries and woes 
on the sidelines long enough to begin being wounded healers ourselves?

The wounded healer from Scripture that comes to my mind is Jesus, the Christ. He is the one who was wounded 
for our sins, the one whose stripes has healed us of our spiritual sickness, God in human flesh who cam to this 
world to suffer and die that we might have eternal life.  That one!

Could it be that our transformation is not so that we can just be model citizens in the Kingdom of God? 

I believe it so we can take our wounded lives and compassionately reach to out with the healing light of Christ 
meshed with our own hurts and help others to heal!

As we are able to recall our times of being wounded with rejection, sadness, pain, anger, anxiety, and inadequacy, 
we can empathize with others as they are Martin from their own wounds, whether fresh or old.

You’ve heard bits and pieces of my multiple wounds in life. Some are more than others have suffered, but far, far 
less than others have suffered.  All of us have their own wounds from the many hurts of life.  But the real bottom 
line is what will we do with those wounds. Will we be victorious through Christ Jesus and use them to be a 
blessing to someone else or will be we just fester in our own misery and pain until the Lord takes us home?

I’m opting to use those hurts, pains and wounds to give hope and healing to someone else! If you are of the same 
mind, then let me share Paul’s “Wounded Healer’s” mission statement from the book of 2 Corinthians:

"All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. 
4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give 
them the same comfort God has given us. 5 For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with 
his comfort through Christ. 6 Even when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your comfort and salvation! 
For when we ourselves are comforted, we will certainly comfort you. Then you can patiently endure the same 
things we suffer. 7 We are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in the comfort God 
gives us.” 2 Corinthians 1:3-7  (NLT)

Remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary
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By Kevin Watson —June 8, 2021

Christians are not formed in isolation. The pursuit of holiness is a communal endeavor. In my mind, one 
of the biggest problems that contemporary Wesleyan and Methodist faith communities have is rampant 
individualism that suggests Methodist beliefs (or even basic Christian beliefs) can be embraced or 
ignored as one so chooses.

In too many contexts, there is no foundation of common beliefs and practices that bind a Christian 
community together. Everything is up for grabs. And if everything is up for grabs, we have a serious 
identity crisis.

This is especially problematic for Wesley’s spiritual heirs. John Wesley defined Methodism through the 
details of its doctrine and discipline. A Methodist was a person committed to a particular set of beliefs 
(doctrine) who was committed to living out those beliefs through a particular—and communally agreed 
upon—way of life (discipline).

This was so important and so foundational to Wesley that he came up with a basic document that 
provided the basis for a common discipline for every Methodist. This way of life was outlined in a three-
page pamphlet. Often referred to as the “General Rules,” the document outlined the expectations for 
everyone who was a member of Methodism.

The rules started by indicating that every Methodist belonged to a small group called a class meeting 
where they gave money “toward the relief of the poor,” discussed the state of their souls (or their present 
relationship with God), and gave each other advice, encouragement, and held each other accountable to 
their common way of life.

The General Rules then expressed the lifestyle expectations of Methodists under three main headings. 
The first General Rule discussed specific sins, or harm, that were to be avoided. This rule included 
things like “taking the name of God in vain,” drunkenness, or laying up treasures on earth. The second 
General Rule outlined the concrete ways that those connected with John Wesley were expected to do 
good. Feeding the hungry and visiting the sick are examples of concrete actions that were included under 
this rule. The third General Rule outlined an expectation that Methodists would consistently practice the 
means of grace, which included worship, reading Scripture, prayer, fasting, and receiving the Lord’s 
Supper.

The General Rules were a guide to practical holiness. Methodists committed to this specific set of 
practices because they were pursuing holiness together. They believed Christians grow in their faith 
when they join together and “watch over one another in love,” as Wesley often put it.

The earliest Methodists experienced God as alive, active, and urgently interested in their lives. This 
grace flowed most powerfully in the class meetings and band meetings in which Methodists were 
organized. And if history is any guide, God’s love and grace in our lives is experienced concretely when 
we meet together with other Christians in the same manner. Only in such a context, contrary to 
privatized Christian lives, can we truly move from surviving to thriving.

This is an excerpt from Kevin Watson’s latest book, Perfect Love: Recovering Entire Sanctification—The Lost 
Power of the Methodist Movement. 



7 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 3 Issue 27

The Myth of Chiron, the Healer
The myth of Chiron tells of a character who dedicated himself to healing the ills of the body and soul 
due to his great compassion for others. It's also a metaphor that shows how to help others and save them 
from their own suffering.

The myth of Chiron, unlike other myths, tells us of a wise, noble, and skillful centaur, very different 
from other centaurs. You may know that, in Greek mythology, centaurs were creatures with a 
human head and torso and the body of a horse. In general, they were impulsive and, basically, wild 
beings.

People say that the myth of Chiron is closely related to the professions of the doctor and the 
psychologist. In fact, the word “Chiron” etymologically means “skilled with the hands” or “the one who 
cures with the hands”. The word “operating theater” in many Latin languages derives from this 
character’s name.

However, he’s also known as “the wounded centaur”, a symbol of someone who knows how to give help 
but also how to ask for it at the right time. In the myth of Chiron, we can see a great deal of humanity. It 
emphasizes the importance of mutual recognition of our vulnerabilities as a source of compassion.

The myth of Chiron

The story of Chiron begins when the titan Cronus, son of Uranus, came to Earth to look for Zeus. In his 
journey, he came across an oceanid (sea nymph) called Filiria. Cronus fell obsessively in love with her 
and wouldn’t leave her alone.

Troubled by this harassment, Filiria asked Zeus to turn her into a mare so that the troublesome titan 
would leave her alone. However, Cronus discovered the oceanid’s plans and turned himself into a horse 
to try to possess her. Tormented by the situation, Filiria escaped and went into the Pelasgian Mountains.

In that remote place, she gave birth to a son. It was a tortuous birth and. as soon as she saw her child, she 
cried out in horror. Her son was half-boy and half-horse and she rejected him immediately. So, she again 
went to Zeus and asked him to turn her into a tree so that she wouldn’t have to breastfeed her child. Zeus 
consented to her request and turned her into a linden tree.

A noble centaur

Chiron was left abandoned beside the tree but the god Apollo and goddess Athena took pity on him 
and adopted him. Under their guidance, he grew up as a kind and wise being, interested in many 
different arts, but especially in medicine. It filled him with joy to be able to provide relief to those who 
were suffering and spiritual strength to those who were close to death. He was very skilled in the 
healing arts and soon became famous. Many asked for his help and advice.

The legend says that Chiron saved a hero named Peleus. The latter had received a gift of a wonderful 
sword from Hephaestus, the god of fire. He then seduced the wife of a man known as Akash, who then 
set a trap for him to take revenge.

He convinced him to go on a hunt, and while he was away, he stole his sword and left him at the mercy 
of the centaurs, who were generally quite violent. Chiron managed to save him and they became great 

Continued on page 8
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
July 18, 2021

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost!                   
Lectionary Texts:

2 Samuel 7:1-14a,                                             
Psalm 89:20-37 (UMH 807),                              

Ephesians 2:11-22,                                               
Mark 6:30- 34, 53-56 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time 
between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

The Myth of Chiron, the Healer
friends from then on.

Peleus had a son named Achilles. His mother, Thetis, burned his whole body and then covered him with 
ambrosia, believing that this would make him immortal. Horrified by this ritual, Peleus snatched the son 
from Thetis before she had the chance to cover his heel with the elixir.

He then handed him over to Chiron to be brought up and educated. The centaur noticed that the child’s heel 
was burnt and the first thing he did was take the heel bone of a giant and insert it into the wound. This is 
how we get our famous expression “Achilles’ heel”.s

A wounded centaur

The myth of Chiron says that, on one occasion, he was accidentally wounded by Hercules, or Heracles, who 
was one of his great friends. The hero was fighting with other centaurs and unintentionally shot one of 
his arrows at him, wounding him on the knee.

The centaur began to writhe in pain. Yet, he had been given immortality. Because of that, he could suffer 
but couldn’t die. The wound never healed and left him in constant agony. As a result of this, he begged the 
gods to help him take away his immortality so that he could die and escape from so much suffering.

The gods listened to him and consented. Therefore, Chiron finally gave up his immortality to Prometheus, a 
titan who was saved from suffering by this significant gift. Because of his goodness and his exemplary 
life, the gods decided to turn him into a constellation – which we now know as Centaurus – so that he 
would shine forever in the sky.

Source: https://exploringyourmind.com/the-myth-of-chiron-the-healer/


