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As a word of preface and just in case 
someone has not heard of a "sucker punch" 
and how it is delivered. Let me give you a 
quick working definition. A "sucker 
punch" is a punch made without warning 
or while the recipient is distracted, 
allowing no time for preparation or defense 
on the part of the recipient. It is also known 
as a "coward's punch!"

Have you ever felt like life has hit you with 
a sucker punch? Have you ever looked 
heavenward and asked God what happened 
to change life so thoroughly, painfully, and 
sometimes quickly? One day you're 
cruising along in life, and the next moment 
you feel like sickness, pain, and loss are 
your constant companions. Not only have 
those things come at you, but it feels as if 
the devil himself has been assigned to be 
your personal tormentor! For some of us, 
when that happens, we join the cavalcade 
of misery by unintentionally tormenting 
ourselves with our thoughts and actions.

If that's you this morning, then I want you 
to know that you are not the first to 
experience this, 
n o r a r e y o u 
alone in this 
misery. In fact, 
the Apostle Paul 
experienced this 
s o m e 2 , 0 0 0 
years ago. He 
wrote about it in 
his letter to the 
c h u r c h a t 
Corinth. 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 This boasting will 
do no good, but I must go on. I will 
reluctantly tell about visions and 
revelations from the Lord. I know a man 
who was caught up to the third heaven 
fourteen years ago. Whether I was in my 
body or out of my body, I don’t know—only 

God knows. 3 Yes, only God knows 
whether I was in my body or outside my 
body. But I do know 4 that I was caught 
up to paradise and heard things so 
astounding that they cannot be 
expressed in words, things no human is 
allowed to tell. 5 That experience is 
worth boasting about, but I’m not going 
to do it. I will boast only about my 
weaknesses. 6 If I wanted to boast, I 
would be no fool in doing so, because I 
would be telling the truth. But I won’t 
do it, because I don’t want anyone to 
give me credit beyond what they can see 
in my life or hear in my message, 7 even 
though I have received such wonderful 
revelations from God. So to keep me 
from becoming proud, I was given a 
thorn in my flesh, a messenger from 
Satan to torment me and keep me from 
becoming proud. 8 Three different times 
I begged the Lord to take it away. 
9 Each time he said, “My grace is all 
you need. My power works best in 

weakness.” So 
now I am glad to 
boast about my 
weaknesses, so 
that the power of 
Christ can work 
t h r o u g h m e . 
10 That’s why I 
take pleasure in 
my weaknesses, 
a n d i n t h e 
i n s u l t s , 
h a r d s h i p s , 

persecutions, and troubles that I suffer 
for Christ. For when I am weak, then I 
am strong.

A little background…

Paul had been a persecutor of Christians 
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Across 
1. * The longest day of 
Summer
9. * Summertime Sound!
15. * Spell that's hot in 
Summer
16. Short Sleep
17. Scandinavian rug
18. ___ Lanka
20. * Summer Spot: Shore of 
the Sea
22. Mr. Stravinsky
25. ___ the Terrible
27. Have
29. Subdue
31. Word with Ad
33. Plural of I
35. Letters seen on certain 
brands of home appliances
36. Suva is the capital here
37. * Summer resort ocean
39. * Summertime Structures
42. Inclined
43. * Summertime drink: Iced 
___
44. Florentine painter 

Angelico
45. U2 Tune
46. Definite article
47. * Composer of many 
popular smash songs with 
Summery themes
52. * Something sizzling on 
a Summertime barbecue
54. Fare-___-Well
55. "End" Ending
56. Television hospital 
drama
57. Prof's helpers
58. Male Monarch
59. Canadian rock gr. which 
had this hit: "You Ain't 
Seen Nothing Yet"
60. Food
62. Straighten out
64. "Vega$" (TV) name
68. Zippo
70. Abbreviated word seen 
on a Memo
72. * Rode the waves of 
Summer
74. * Name associated with 

"Summertime"
78. Consequence indicator
79. * Protective lotion in 
Summer
Down 
1. "Hush!"
2. Poetic contraction
3. Professional wrestler 
The Rock is known for this: 
"____ the Smack Down"
4. Bachelor party
5. He (Initials) wrote "A 
Streetcar Named 
Desire" (1947)
6. State, for short, for Des 
Moines
7. Little résumés
8. Spooky
9. Letters on Skipper's boat
10. * Outdoor events in 
Summer
11. * Summertime Sign
12. Gray the Botanist
13. Little roads
14. * Head covering in 
Summer
19. III + I = ___
21. Tree Trunk Tidbits
23. Relating to the ear
24. Prince in India (var. 
sp.)
26. Winglike parts
28. * Outdoor Summer 
activities may be cancelled 
if it's bad
30. Something of the wrong 
size
32. Prefix to "Weekly"
33. * Summery Smash by 
The Surfaris
34. Shock treatment, for 
short
36. U.S. health 
organization
37. * Gardeners place them 
in their gardens in Summer
38. Devotees

40. Require
41. Simple Singsong: 
___-la-la
45. Bullring cheer
46. Three: Italian
47. * Pebbly Places when 
Summer Sizzles
48. * Summer camp skin 
eruption
49. Questionable word
50. Yesterday: Italian
51. Big City Light
53. Abbreviated word in 
front of Everest
58. Baby Branches
59. Six divided ___ 
equals three
61. Light switch choice
63. He wrote "Charlie 
and the Chocolate 
Factory" (1964): Roald 
___ (b.1916 - d.1990)
64. Bob Hope did variety 
shows for this assoc.
65. Robot play
66. Wrath
67. The Argonauts and 
The Roughriders are 
teams in this org.
69. Monetary unit in 
Romania
71. ___-tac-toe
73. Cul-___-Sac
75. Dr.'s assistant
76. Atomic #51
77. She (Initials) starred 
in "Eyes Wide 
Shut" (1999)
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July 2021 News and Announcements 
July is here and in full force 
with some toasty days and 
summer fun for those who 
are vactioning near and far!

With summer, comes our 
VBS and the excitement and 
hard work that comes with it!

Here is a quick description of 
our VBS!

Join the Adventure each night beginning at 6 pm. 
Children age 4 through grade 5 will have an amazing 
adventure! Preschoolers and future Kindergarteners will 
be in the Treehouse for the Adventure. Grades 1-5 will be 
explore the adventure through the following rooms. 
Newsroom: Help Discover the story and be apart of the 
investigation.  Research Lab: Learn the amazing ways 
our world works as an example of the story. Surprises 
await us! Gift Shop: Craft as you dig in to your 
adventure. Action Station: Play and continue the 
adventure. 

Join us for Triple J Adventure!

Be safe and know that God loves you with a love beyond 
compare and so do we!

Blessings,  
Pastor Gary

A few photos of our first night!

Volume 3 Issue 26

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Sizzlin’ Summer”
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in his earlier years. He sought out believers in Christ Jesus to punish them, even going so far as to be complicit in their 
murder by stoning. Then Jesus appeared to Paul in a blinding light on the road to Damascus. After his healing, he was 
sold out to Christ and became a mighty apostle to the Gentiles. After Paul became a believer in Christ Jesus, you would 
think that his life would be smooth, but no! [You can read about it in Acts, chapter 9.].

Paul went from being an opposer of the faith to more than occasionally being the one who was opposed. This opposition 
was precisely what was happening to Paul in Corinth. Some claimed to be apostles of Christ, but they were preaching a 
different Jesus, a different Spirit, and a different Gospel than they were taught by Paul. 

Paul had founded the church during what Acts presents as his second missionary journey and first travels through 
Greece. But almost from the moment he left, his authority to lead its ongoing life and practice was called into question 
by various groups aligned with different teachers within the church at Corinth. Paul referred to them sarcastically 
as "super-apostles" due to their claims to be far superior to Paul's apostolic ministry. These teachers were not only 
teaching doctrines that were opposed to the authentic Christian faith but were calling into question Paul's qualifications 
as an apostle. 

So, what was the substance of their challenge to Paul's authority? It would appear that their objection seems to have 
been that an apostle of the true God should lead a life that demonstrates the power of God. Perhaps his opponents 
claimed to be able to perform miracles and to have had spectacular spiritual experiences. By contrast, Paul himself 
characterizes his ministry not in terms of triumph but of suffering (2 Corinthians 11:23-33). Why the "super-apostles" 
asked, would anyone want to accept what Paul was offering instead of the glories they offered?  

Paul appealed to his many sufferings, and he relates a blessed experience he had some fourteen years ago when he was 
taken up to heaven. After that, he said that such boasting does not benefit the Kingdom of God, but rather, Paul said He 
would rather boast in his weakness. He did this so that no one would ever think better of him than they saw in his own 
life and ministry.

I believe that there were at least two reasons that Paul did not want to boast about himself:

From the beginning of his ministry in Corinth, Paul had chosen to focus his preaching to the Corinthians rather than the 
glories of the Son of God. Paul focused upon "Christ crucified" (1 Corinthians 2:1-5; cf. 1:18, 22-25). When his own 
ministry shared in the weakness of Christ crucified through "insults, hardships, persecutions and calamities," that he 
was, in fact, most attuned to the strength of God (v. 10)

 There was another reason Paul chose not to boast about this experience as well, and that was because he had a 
constant "thorn … in the flesh … to keep [him] from being proud."

What exactly was that "thorn in the flesh"? Along with many good thinkers down through the centuries, we can only 
speculate. Perhaps his physical eyesight had been damaged by all those beatings and even a stoning he had 
experienced (11:25), which might explain his mention elsewhere of his large handwriting (Galatians 6:11).

There are a multitude of thoughts about what this "thorn in the flesh" might have been. These speculations range from 
the vision mentioned above problems to headaches to impure thoughts to earthly pains in the neck in the form of other 
people. Perhaps you can relate to Paul and know someone in your life who is a perpetual pain in the neck? Maybe, 
you're such a pain in the neck or thorn in the side to someone else? Look at your neighbor, be smart — don't say 
anything and just smile knowingly! 

Since Paul connects this mysterious "thorn" with the messenger of Satan, some consider this thorn to be a devilish 
dilemma thrust upon Paul for his own torture and misery. Some others, myself included, tend to think of the thorn as 
possibly an unwanted "gift" from God to keep Paul humble and not spiritually proud or arrogant. 
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Why do I and others think that is a possibility? Speaking of his miraculous journey to the third heaven, Paul 
writes, "even though I have received such wonderful revelations from God. So to keep me from becoming proud, I 
was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to torment me and keep me from becoming proud."

Disagree if you want, but as I consider it, I believe that Satan would be the one to want Paul to become prideful, 
arrogant, and self-important so that others might be turned off to the Christian faith. The one who would desire 
Paul to be humble, relatable, and vulnerable is God so that all glory, honor, and praise would go to Christ Jesus.

In that way, Paul's life would serve as a witness to the grace, mercy, and love of God rather than anything 
inherently great in Paul. With that said, he did not let the trials, miseries, and woes destroy him or his faith in 
God, despite being denied healing after praying numerous times!

But how about us?  

• What happens when trials, misery, and woes befall us?  

    • Do we let them destroy us or our faith?

    • Do we try to hide them by wearing a mask of invulnerability 

 • Do we lift others up in their times of need by becoming humbly vulnerable?

Truth be told, some of us try to hide behind a mask of "imperfect perfection," believing that being vulnerable is a 
sign of weakness rather than being courageous in the face of fear.  

I could bore you by relating many different cancer scares, one massive open-heart surgery scare, and numerous 
physical problems that I am still suffering from to this day. By the way, I have prayed for healing more than three 
times -- no specifically answered prayers yet! But the words God gave to the Apostle Paul ring true in my ears 
from experience. God said to Paul, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me."
Let me share one final thought about our afflictions, miseries, and weakness that caught my attention.

During the Great Depression, a Christian man lost his job, his fortune, his wife, and his home. As he wandered 
through his city one day, wondering why all these things had happened to him, he saw masons working on the 
stonework of a large church. 

Observing one man carefully chiseling away a triangular piece of stone, this Christian asked, "What are you doing 
with that?" 

The mason stopped and pointed to a tiny opening near the top of the nearly completed spire. He said, "See that 
little opening up there? I am shaping this down here so that it will fit in up there." 

The poor man's eyes suddenly filled with tears as he realized that God was shaping him for heaven through his 
troubles here.

Let me close with these thoughts…

(1) I think there is a good reason why there is so much mystery as to what Paul's thorn in the flesh was, it was so 
that no matter what our thorn, affliction, or misery might be, we can rest comfortably in the knowledge that God's 
grace is sufficient for us, as well!
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(2) Let me assure you that God's grace is sufficient for you in the good times and in the bad times.

So, on this fourth of July, where we celebrate freedom, let Christ free you from the burden of heartaches, failures, 
sickness, and sin by remembering who you are in Christ Jesus and that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So 
be one! 
 

Pastor Gary 

Article by Jon Bloom Modal — Staff writer, desiringGod.org

I have a “thorn in the flesh.” I don’t like it. I often wish I didn’t have it. At times I am exasperated by it. It makes 
almost everything harder, daily dogging me as I carry out my family, vocation, and ministry responsibilities — 
nearly everything I do. It weakens me. I often feel that I would be more effective and fruitful without it. I have 
pleaded with God, sometimes in tears, for it to be removed or for more power to overcome it. But it remains.

No, I’m not going to explain what it is. The details aren’t germane to the point I want to make, and I think they 
would actually make this article less helpful. Because you have your own thorn in the flesh, or if you live long 
enough you’ll be given one (or more). Yours will be different from mine, but its purpose will be similar. For we 
are given thorns that significantly weaken us in order to make us stronger.

The Most Famous Thorn — We get the term “thorn in the flesh” from the apostle Paul:

To keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given 
me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. (2 Corinthians 12:7)

Paul’s thorn is among the most famous afflictions in history, and we don’t even know what it was. There’s been a 
lot of speculation over the years. Paul’s thorn could have been a physical affliction. This is plausible given all the 
physical violence and deprivation he endured (2 Corinthians 11:23–27), and some think he may have suffered 
from an eye disease (Galatians 4:15).

Or since he referred to his thorn as a harassing “messenger of Satan,” he could have been vulnerable to 

Why You Have That Thorn
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significant spiritual-psychological struggles. This is plausible given the cumulative trauma of violently 
persecuting Christians, then suffering violent persecution, living in constant danger as a Christian, and then living 
with daily “anxiety for all the churches” (2 Corinthians 11:28)

Or given the context of 2 Corinthians 11–12, his thorn could plausibly have been the “super-apostles” and false 
brothers constantly dogging him and wreaking havoc in the churches he planted (2 Corinthians 11:5, 26). Or it 
might have been something else altogether.

The fact that we really don’t know what Paul’s thorn was turns out to be both merciful and instructive to us. It’s 
merciful because, given the various possibilities, we all can identify with Paul to some degree in our afflictions. 
It’s instructive because what Paul’s thorn was isn’t the point. The point is what God’s purpose was for the thorn.
Sent from God’s Hand

Paul makes two amazing, and somewhat initially disturbing, statements about his painful thorn — in the same 
sentence.

To keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me 
in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me. (2 Corinthians 12:7)

The first amazing claim Paul makes is that God gave him his thorn. It’s clear from the context that Paul identified 
God as his thorn-giver, not Satan. And he understood that God’s purpose was to keep Paul humble and dependent 
on Christ’s power (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Now, most of us can’t identify with the sorts of revelations Paul was given, and when we read the kinds of 
suffering Paul experienced (2 Corinthians 11:23–27), it’s probably safe to assume our thorns don’t pierce as 
deeply as his did. But God’s purpose in our thorns is similar.

Pride, in all its manifestations, is our most pervasive sin and the most dangerous to us spiritually. Anything God 
gives us to keep us humble and prayerfully dependent on him is a great gift — even when that gift causes us pain. 
And here we see clearly that God disciplines his children with affliction in order to protect them from having their 
joy destroyed by the sin of pride. Ponder that: pain can protect us from pain; redemptive pain can protect us from 
destructive pain.

Satanic Harassment — But the second amazing claim Paul makes is more shocking: the redemptive pain God 
gave Paul to protect him from the destructive pain of his pride was delivered to him by “a messenger of Satan.” 
Suddenly, we find ourselves in an even deeper part of the theological pool. And given the ease with which Paul 
says this, he clearly expects Christians to be able to swim here.

Satan pierces us with a thorn from God? Yes. Does this trouble us? Does it trouble us that it didn’t trouble Paul? 
Paul feels no need to qualify or explain how God can give his child a redemptive gift of pain through an evil 
means. Why? Because this phenomenon occurs throughout the Bible. Paul knows his Old Testament like the back 
of his hand, and it has truths like this woven throughout it: “you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good” (Genesis 50:20). And he knows that the most redemptive gift of pain in history, the death of Christ the 
Lord, was given to us through the evilest means.

Our redemptive thorns also may be delivered by a satanic messenger. But we can know this: it will only be one 
more way that God “disarms the rulers and authorities and puts them to open shame” (Colossians 2:15). Our God 
is so powerful and so wise that he can work all things — including our satanically delivered thorns — for our 
good (Romans 8:28). Trust in this kind of sovereignty is what fuels our joyful, confident contentedness while 
experiencing the weakness and weariness of our affliction.
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
July 11, 2021

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost!                   
Lectionary Texts:

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19,                       
Psalm 24 (UMH 755),                      

Ephesians 1:3-14,                                
Mark 6:14-29 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time 
between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

Why You Have That Thorn

Pierced for a Purpose — Just like Paul’s, our thorns weaken us. Sometimes they are visible to others, but often they 
are hidden from public view, known only to those who know us best. And they are never romantic, never heroic. 
Rather, they almost always humble us in embarrassing rather than noble ways. They not only seem to impede our 
effectiveness and fruitfulness, but they also are more likely to detract from rather than enhance our reputations. 
Which is why we, like Paul, plead with God to remove them (2 Corinthians 12:8).

But this is the way our thorns have to be. Because if they were noble and heroic, if they enhanced our reputations, 
they would be of no help at all in guarding us from our pervasive pride. Which is why, as with Paul, God often 
answers our pleas for deliverance with a “no.” Because without the thorn, we would never experience that “[God’s] 
grace is sufficient for [us],” that his “power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

This is the reason we have our thorns. They are weakeners that strengthen us. Without them, we would choose a 
weaker strength and miss experiencing the glory of God’s powerful grace and realize lesser joys as a result. It’s just 
one more wonderful kingdom paradox: our agonizing thorns end up producing greater joy in us and ultimately make 
us more effective and fruitful. The more we press into this paradox, the more we will say with Paul,

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the 
sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:9–10)

Jon Bloom (@Bloom_Jon) serves as teacher and co-founder of Desiring God. He is author of three books, Not by 
Sight, Things Not Seen, and Don’t Follow Your Heart. He and his wife have five children and make their home in the 
Twin Cities.


