
THE MAGNOLIA FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

THE MAGNOLIA MESSENGER
Volume 3 Issue 25 July 4, 2021

A Tale of Two Touches

Special points of interest:

* A Tale of Two Touches

* Crossword — Independence 
Day

* Announcements — The Easter 
Season, Family Worship, and 
more!

*  “Living in the Meantime”

* Liturgical Colors and Misc.

Inside this issue:

A Tale of Two Touches.              1

Crossword: Independence Day                                             
      2

Announcements-                       3
Crossword Puzzle
Solution, and much more

Sermon Continued:                4-6

“Living in the Meantime”             
7

                                             
Liturgical Colors and Misc.       8

Continued on Page 4

This morning, we've got a special treat! 
We are going to sumptuously dine on a 
Markan Sandwich. For those who might 
be concerned, I want to allay any fears 
that you may have. Fear not, this Markan 
sandwich is free of GMOs, High 
Fructose corn syrup as well as being 
gluten-free and vegan! Perhaps you've 
already dined on one such sandwich but 
didn't know it. Have you ever found 
yourself reading the Gospel of Mark and 
were interrupted mid-story only to 
realize that Mark started to tell a 
different one? If so, you have tasted 
what's known as a Markan Sandwich, 
also known as intercalation. Think of the 
first story as the first slice of bread. The 
middle story is the "meat" of the story, 
with the conclusion of the first story as 
the second slice of bread. The stories fit 
together and are connected with the 
middle account, adding light and fullness 
to the outer "slice of bread." There are at 
least eight such "sandwiches" in the 
book of Mark!

Mark 5:21-43 Jesus got into the boat 
again and went back to the other side of 
the lake, where a large crowd gathered 
around him on the shore. 22 Then a 
leader of the local synagogue, whose 
name was Jairus, arrived. When he saw 
Jesus, he fell at his feet, 23 pleading 
fervently with him. "My little daughter is 
dying," he said. "Please come and lay 
your hands on her; heal her so she can 
live." 24 Jesus went with him, and all the 
people followed, crowding around 
him. 25 A woman in the crowd had 
suffered for twelve years with constant 
bleeding. 26 She had suffered a great deal 
from many doctors, and over the years 
she had spent everything she had to pay 
them, but she had gotten no better. In 

fact, she had gotten worse. 27 She had 
heard about Jesus, so she came up 
behind him through the crowd and 
touched his robe. 28 For she thought 
to herself, "If I can just touch his 
r o b e , I w i l l b e 
healed." 29 Immediately the bleeding 
stopped, and she could feel in her 
body that she had been healed of her 
terrible condition. 30 Jesus realized at 
once that healing power had gone out 
from him, so he turned around in the 
crowd and asked, "Who touched my 
robe?" 31 His disciples said to 
him, "Look at this crowd pressing 
around you. How can you ask, 'Who 
touched me?'" 32 But he kept on 
looking around to see who had done 
it. 33 Then the frightened woman, 
trembling at the realization of what 
had happened to her, came and fell to 
her knees in front of him and told him 
what she had done. 34 And he said to 
her, "Daughter, your faith has made 
you well. Go in peace. Your suffering 
is over." 35 While he was still 
speaking to her, messengers arrived 
from the home of Jairus, the leader of 
the synagogue. They told him, "Your 
daughter is dead. There's no use 
troubling the Teacher now." 36 But 
Jesus overheard them and said to 
Jairus, "Don't be afraid. Just have 
faith." 37 Then Jesus stopped the 
crowd and wouldn't let anyone go 
with him except Peter, James, and 
John (the brother of James). 38 When 
they came to the home of the 
synagogue leader, Jesus saw much 
commot ion and weep ing and 
wailing. 39 He went inside and 
asked, "Why all this commotion and 
weeping? The child isn't dead; she's 
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Across 
1. * July 4th, 1776, Philadelphia - 
The Declaration of Independence: 
"We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created 
___, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights,..."
6. * This name of this President 
of the Continental Congress was 
the first to be signed to the 
Declaration of Independence: ___ 
Hancock
10. Reflux
13. Pathfinder
14. Cyber Communication
16. Meg Ryan flick
17. Function
18. * He drafted the Declaration 
of Independence
21. "From Within" in Latin: ___ 
Intra
22. NHL official
23. * Continued from One 
Across: "...that among these are 
Life, ___ and the Pursuit of 
Happiness."
25. He (Initials) directed "A 
Streetcar Named Desire" (1951)
27. Buff

28. Exist
29. Have debts
30. Call on socially
32. Slightly wet
34. Tasks
36. Winglike
37. Enunciate
38. "El" Ending
40. "Fancy that!"
41. * In 1783, this was 
Britain's formal 
acknowledgment of the 
independence of the Thirteen 
Colonies as the United States
45. Hebrew alphabet letter
46. Pronoun
47. It's seen in a wedding 
announcement
48. Fill to satisfaction
50. Jason's vessel
52. Swept through
54. Office notes
55. Treasury Department div.
57. Movie directed by George 
Cukor: "Dinner ___ 
Eight" (1933)
58. Myrna of Movies
59. Canadian prov.
60. Religious leader's title in 
the Isma'ili branch of Shi'ism
63. Human offspring

64. Chuck's bride
65. * "Benjamin Franklin" on 
the Declaration of 
Independence
68. Flick rating
70. Ems followers
72. * Half of the name of one 
of the original Thirteen 
Colonies
73. * Oliver Stone movie of 
1989: "Born ___ Fourth of 
July"
75. Paulo Proceeder
76. No ifs, ___ or buts!
77. Mr. Cantor
Down 
1. Breakfast foodstuff
2. Something in Return: Quid 
Pro ___
3. Loss of wages letters
4. Noun modifier, for short
5. Look longingly in the 
direction of
6. Mr. Bridges
7. Suffix to "Bi"
8. Section of New York City
9. Not yet final
10. Mr. Asner
11. Dinghy
12. Immature
15. Gray wolf
19. Marshland
20. * It was one of the original 
Thirteen Colonies to declare 
independence from Britain
24. Word with Speedwagon
25. * Actress ___ Marie Saint 
was born July 4th, 1924
26. Good condition
27. * Fourth of July 
celebrations are famous for 
them
28. * Weapon used in the 
American Revolution (1775 - 
1783)
31. * Modern org. based on 
the American Revolution
32. * Fourth of July 
celebrations commemorate 
this: Independence ___ (July 
4th, 1776)
33. Pontiff
35. * The repealed Townshend 
Acts of 1767 led to this event 
which was one in a series that 

led to the American 
Revolution which led to the 
Declaration of 
Independence (The 
Americans protested 
Britain's desire to place 
duties on imported items 
because they had no 
representation in 
Parliament, but taxes on tea 
stayed in force, until...): The 
___ Tea Party (December 
16th, 1773)
37. Greek colonnade
39. Puny Parent
42. "I get it now!"
43. Gave Grub
44. Simon Song: "___ a 
Rock"
45. * Fun events during 
Fourth of July celebrations
49. Curvy letter
51. Angelina Jolie movie
53. * American Revolution 
weapon
54. * This President died on 
July 4th, 1831
56. It'll turn "king" into the 
evasion of duties
58. Mr. Gehrig
61. * Actress-Entertainer 
Lollobrigida was born July 
4th, 1927
62. Turkish Title (var. sp.)
63. Jeanne d'Arc, et al.
66. Find the sum
67. Conclusion
68. Smart Student Society: 
___ Beta Kappa
69. Word With Whiz
71. "Big deal!"
74. Football acronym
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June 2021 News and Announcements 
The 2021 Arkansas Annual 
Conference is now behind us 
and with that ending came a 
true blessing! As a result of 
Bishop Gary Mueller and the 
Cabinet, I will have the 
honor and pleasure of serving 
as the pastor of the Magnolia 
Firs t United Methodis t 
Church for another year!  
Praise the Lord! An added 
blessing is that Melissa has 

been appointed to my very first fulltime church charge at 
the Junction City First United Methodist Church!  Her 
secondary appointment will be at Marysville United 
Methodist Church, where we first met Reverend Mike 
Wilke, the former pastor. We are both looking forward to 
a great year of sharing God’s word, teaching, and 
enjoying the beautiful fellowship we have here in 
Magnolia, and beyond!  

Kudos to the great congregation at Magnolia FUMC!
 
The Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
congregation is ever ready to take the blessings they have 
received and bless others with them. These blessings 
flow from our members in times of joy and in those times 
of the deepest heartaches.  One most recent outpouring of 
blessings was for the celebration of life service for Ms. 
Olga English. Our church, staff, and community rose to 
be such a blessing to Ms. Olga’s family, friends, and 
other loved ones.

Let me share a recent note from the family…

Volume 3 Issue 25

Sorry, I couldn’t resist including the decorative cover to the 
“Thank You” note!

Be safe and know that God loves you with a love beyond 
compare and so do we!

Blessings,  
Pastor Gary

P.S.  remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  
So be one!

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Independence Day”
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only asleep." 40 The crowd laughed at him. But he made them all leave, and he took the girl's father and mother 
and his three disciples into the room where the girl was lying. 41 Holding her hand, he said to her, "Talitha 
koum," which means "Little girl, get up!" 42 And the girl, who was twelve years old, immediately stood up and 
walked around! They were overwhelmed and totally amazed. 43 Jesus gave them strict orders not to tell anyone 
what had happened, and then he told them to give her something to eat.

The Beatles had a very popular song about love entitled, "I Want to Hold Your Hand:" "And when I touch you, I 
feel happy inside." But science tells us not only that regular touch is a powerful way to build your connection with 
someone, but hand-holding also lowers stress. …

In 2006, James A. Coan, a neuroscientist at the University of Virginia, recruited 16 women who felt they had 
supportive marriages. To simulate stress, he subjected each woman to a mild electric shock while the woman was 
alone, holding a stranger's hand, and holding her husband's hand. I'm the first to say that any study involving 
electric shocks sounds terrible. But the findings were interesting. Brain scans showed that the stress of being 
shocked was lower when the woman held someone's hand. But when the woman was holding her husband's hand, 
the effect was even greater, and it was particularly pronounced among women who had the highest marital 
happiness scores. Holding her husband's hand during the electric shock resulted in a calming of the brain regions 
associated with pain, similar to the effect brought about by the use of a pain-relieving drug. 

All of that to say is that there is something powerful about touch. This is one aspect of COVID-19 that was 
temporarily lost for many. For others, it may take years to get back to the warmth of the touch of others. As a 
result, they are truly missing out!

Our passage for this morning could be considered to be a "Tale of Two Touches." These two touches were 
desperately needed to restore life to two people. 

A little background first for some context…

(1) All the way back in chapter 2, we already see Jesus being accused of blasphemy by the religious leaders due 
to healing a paralyzed man. By the way, blasphemy was a charge that held the death penalty. 

(2) By chapter 3, Jesus had healed a man's deformed hand in the synagogue. As a result of this healing, the 
religious leaders were plotting to kill Him, which they considered working on the Sabbath. 

Jesus had been teaching, preaching, and healing in Capernaum then one evening, He took His disciples on a brief 
trip across the Sea of Galilee. Perhaps Jesus needed a break from the multitude of people clutching at Him for 
healing, or maybe He just knew that there was another soul who desperately needed His touch. The trip was just 
brief enough to heal the demon-possessed man from Gadara. After that, Jesus and Company set sail back to His 
base of operations in Capernaum. 

I suspect that as Jesus and His disciples returned to the shores of Capernaum, a crowd would quickly form for 
more of Jesus' touch.

Let's get back to our text and see who was the first to ask for Jesus' help!

(1) Mark 5:22 "Then a leader of the local synagogue, whose name was Jairus, arrived. When he saw Jesus, he 
fell at his feet, 23 pleading fervently with him. 'My little daughter is dying,' he said. 'Please come and lay your 
hands on her; heal her so she can live.'"
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Whether Jairus was one of the religious leaders who had been conspiring to have Jesus killed is unknown, 
but the thought of his 12-year old daughter's possible death made him a very humble man! As those of us 
who are parents, we can appreciate his desperation as he threw aside accepted standards of behavior and fell 
at the feet of this virtual stranger. Jesus responded instantly, without questioning Jairus about any aspect of 
himself or his daughter. The text simply states that "he went with him."

Here is where Mark finished with the "first slice of bread" and inserts the "meat" of the sandwich.

(2) Mark now places the story about a nameless woman who was tenaciously working her way through the 
crowd, moving ever closer to Jesus. She, too, was seeking healing. This woman's illness is not immediately 
fatal like the sickness attacking Jairus' daughter. But the nature of her malady packs a double punch. 

(I) First, she is seriously, chronically ill. How many of us have known someone like her, someone who 
has "endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and she was not better, but 
rather grew worse" (v. 26)? 

(II) Second — To add to this burden, her persistent hemorrhaging would make her ritually unclean 
according to Jewish law. An everyday woman with a regular cycle was required to immerse herself in a 
ritual bath, a mikveh, at the cessation of her monthly cycle before being with her husband or participating in 
any religious rituals. For 12 long years, this woman had been ostracized from normal family relations and 
synagogue life. Yet, she too was desperate and had such faith that she believed merely touching the hem of 
Jesus' garment would heal her! That's faith!!!

In addition to her physical healing, Jesus said, "Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace. Your 
suffering is over."

Jesus gave her not only life-long healing, but He also gave her His peace, His Shalom, which will last 
forever! 

(3) With that ends the "meat" of the sandwich. Mark is now ready to complete His sanctified sandwich with 
the final slice of bread!

The bearers of bad news now arrive on the scene with the following gloomy words, "Your daughter is dead. 
There's no use troubling the Teacher now."  

If Jesus were but a teacher, perhaps these bearers of bad news would be correct. But Jesus is much more 
than that; He is God in human flesh! After clearing the room of faithless scoffers, Jesus simply tells the girl 
to get up, and she comes back to life! His caring advice was to give her something to eat!

Touch Is Essential!

This is a story about human touch and the powerful force for good it can be in our lives. It was common in 
pre-pandemic worship services for people to share greetings with one another — to "pass the peace" — with 
a handshake, brief hug, or touch on the shoulder. In a time of epidemiological innocence, these greetings 
extended far beyond our personal bubbles. They enfolded not only those people we'd come with but 
strangers. Our caring touch was a symbol of welcome, of community in Christ. Such a simple act. Such a 
powerful, non-verbal message.



The Magnolia Messenger6 of 8

A Tale of Two Touches
Volume 3 Issue 25

There's reason to believe that human touch is essential to human well-being, especially when we're young. 
Frederick, the Great of Prussia, was a powerful ruler of the European Enlightenment and a man of great 
scientific curiosity. He once conducted an unusual — and cruel — scientific experiment into the 
development of human language. There was a theory that the babbling of infants was related to the ancient 
language of Eden, but children lost this mother-tongue as they grew and learned the language of their 
parents.

Frederick tested this theory by isolating newborn orphan babies from any contact with other people. 
Specially trained nurses would see to the babies' basic needs, but no physical contact or exposure to 
language was permitted. Once the children grew old enough to speak, they would be brought into the 
presence of the other children in the experiment to see if they could converse with one another.

Frederick's experiment was a failure. Not one of those children lived beyond infancy — let alone to the age 
when language begins to develop. Frederick learned from his terrible, cruel experiment that the physical 
touch of another human being is essential to life. If babies are not picked up, hugged, and caressed, they 
have a slim chance of surviving.

And what will become of their young children if they are separated from the loving touch of their parents?

Because of her unclean state and resulting isolation, the woman who touched Jesus' robe was starved of 
human touch. Yet, she somehow knew that if she squeezed through that crowd and touched him, she would 
be blessed. And she was, in a beautiful and life-changing way.

What happens to us, even as adults? Because of her unclean state and resulting isolation, the woman who 
touched Jesus' robe was starved of human touch. Yet, she somehow knew that if she squeezed through that 
crowd and touched him, she would be blessed. And she was, in a beautiful and life-changing way.

Our touch, whether physical and/or emotional, through calls, cards, and prayers can make a powerful impact 
on the lives of others. As we go into the world as the hands and feet of Christ Jesus, we can "touch" others 
with the Gospel of Peace. Those we meet can more intensely feel the hand of the Lord touching them and 
feel the loving touch of the salvation that comes by grace through faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior! 

Oh, and by the way, remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!  

Pastor Gary   
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U.VA. RESEARCHER FINDS HIGH-QUALITY MARRIAGES 
HELP TO CALM NERVES

Dec. 19, 2006 -- A University of Virginia 
neuroscientist has found that women under stress 
who hold their husbands' hands show signs of 
immediate relief, which can clearly be seen on 
their brain scans.

"This is the first study of the neurological 
reactions to human touch in a threatening 
situation, and the first study to measure how the 
brain facilitates the health-enhancing properties of 
close social relationships," says Dr. James A. 
Coan, author of the study, which is published in 

the December 2006 issue of the journal Psychological Science. 

Coan, an assistant professor in the U.Va. Neuroscience Graduate Program and the Department of 
Psychology, conducted a study involving several couples who rated themselves as highly satisfied with 
their marriages. Coan and colleagues designed a functional MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) study in 
which 16 married women were subjected to the threat of a very mild electric shock while they by turns 
held their husband's hand, the hand of a stranger (male) or no hand at all. The MRI was able to show 
how these women's brains responded to this handholding while in a threatening situation. 
 
The results showed a large decrease in the brain response to threat as a function of spouse handholding, 
and a limited decrease in this response as a function of stranger handholding.  Moreover, spouse 
handholding effects varied as a function of marital quality, with women in the very highest quality 
marriages benefiting from a very powerful decrease in threat-related brain activity, including a strong 
decrease in the emotional (affective) component of the brain’s pain processing circuits. 
 
Coan is expanding his functional MRI studies in collaboration with the U.Va. Department of 
Radiology, to continue his exploration of the neuroscience of emotion and close social relationships.

Source: https://news.virginia.edu/content/uva-researcher-finds-high-quality-marriages-help-calm-nerves
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
July 4, 2021

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost!                   
Lectionary Texts:

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10,                                  
Psalm 48 (UMH 782),                               
2 Corinthians 12:2-10,                              

Mark 6:1-13 

Liturgical Color: Green
Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time 
between Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) and the beginning of Advent.

At the Heart of the Heart
Jun 12, 2021 | Bishop Mueller’s Daily Devotional

Here’s what I’ve learned and I give thanks to God that I have. The 
world is filled with so many wonderful surprises, different kinds of 
people and amazing experiences. Life works far better when you lead 
with love and let that set the tone of everything else that happens. And 
you find far more satisfaction when you focus on others than on 
yourself. Yet my spirit is unsettled. And the reason is that for some 
reason we seem to keep spending our time and energy on almost 
everything but the most important thing: Jesus. So let’s make a shift 

today, and put Jesus – who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, Hope unending and Joy 
inexplicable – at the heart of the heart of everything. 

No telling what will happen. Literally!

Bishop Gary Mueller


