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As God’s partners, we beg you not to 
accept this marvelous gift of God’s 
kindness and then ignore it. 2 For God 
says,

“At just the right time, I heard you.
On the day of salvation, I helped you.” 

(Isaiah 49:8)

Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today 
is the day of salvation.

3 We live in such a way that no one will 
stumble because of us, and no one will 
find fault with our ministry. 4 In 
everything we do, we show that we are 
true ministers of God. We patiently 
endure troubles and hardships and 
calamities of every kind. 5 We have been 
beaten, been put in prison, faced angry 
mobs, worked to exhaustion, endured 
sleepless nights, and gone without food. 
6 We prove ourselves by our purity, our 
understanding, our patience, our 
kindness, by the Holy Spirit within us, 
and by our sincere love. 7 We faithfully 
preach the truth. God’s power is 
working in us. We use the weapons of 
righteousness in the right hand for 
attack and the left hand for defense. 
8 We serve God whether people honor 
us or despise us, whether they slander 
us or praise us. We are honest, but they 
call us impostors. 9 We are ignored, 
even though we are well known. We live 
close to death, but we are still alive. We 
have been beaten, but we have not been 
killed. 10 Our hearts ache, but we 
always have joy. We are poor, but we 
give spiritual riches to others. We own 
nothing, and yet we have everything. 

11 Oh, dear Corinthian friends! We 
have spoken honestly with you, and 
our hearts are open to you. 12 There 
is no lack of love on our part, but you 
have withheld your love from us. 13 I 
am asking you to respond as if you 
were my own children. Open your 
hearts to us!

Some things are amusing, some 
things are sad, and some things are 
both humorous and sad at the same 
time. As a result, I learned a new 
word. Maybe this morning you will 
too. That word is “tragicomic,” and 
it means “manifesting both tragic and 
comic aspects.”

I recently read about a phenomenon 
that is not reflects our society, but 
seems to fit the “tragicomic” 
definition.  

The phenomenon that I speak of is 
that of a "Complaints Choir." The 
first one was formed in Birmingham, 
not Alabama (this one is in the 
United Kingdom) in 2005. It seems 
that there was enough interest in 
c o m p l a i n t - c r o o n i n g t h a t t h e 
phenomenon spread like wildfire to 
Hels ink i , F in land; Hamburg , 
Germany, and St. Petersburg, Russia 
as soon as 2006. That didn't take 
long! From there, it spread to many 
other locales, including two in the 
United States! 

I’ll bet you can guess what they sing 
about! If you guessed that they put 
all of their complaints, worries, and 
woes into song form, then you’d be 
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Across 
1. * Band of designer Stella's 
dad
6. Sleeve on a Suit
9. Cook a Cake
13. Memorable saying
14. Scent: ___-de-cologne
15. Breastplate
16. * Ms. Tyler the Actress
17. Buenos follower
19. Comes Closer
20. Search Engine
22. Fire Engine color, all 
shook up?
24. He (Initials) played the role 
of 'Big Al' on "Sisters" (TV)
25. Amphibious Assault, 
minus the "o Jima"
27. * Martin Sheen's son 
Emilio Estevez starred in this 
movie, with "The" (See #78A 
for a Related Clue)
30. Chuck's bride
32. * Natalie Cole's father
34. Appoint
35. * John, Julian or Sean

37. Pepper's Partner, gone 
ga-ga?
39. * #11D to Catherine 
Zeta-Jones: Father-___-___
41. Summer mo.
42. Beaming
43. Location word
44. Nine
45. Away, in ruins?
46. Flying Saucer, briefly
47. Campfire leftovers
49. Document added with a 
Letter, for short
50. * His father is Prince 
Rainier
52. Mowed grass
54. Certain body of water, 
flipped around?
56. Madonna's nickname
57. * Drew is John's 
granddaughter (Surname 
please!)
60. Not them, gone 
bananas?
61. Mr. Fields
63. Toilet in England

64. Friend
66. State of Danger, in 
ruins?
68. Summertime feast in 
the backyard, variantly
70. Certain Cheer
72. * Movie starring Jane 
and Peter's father: "The 
Grapes of ___" (1940)
73. Sash
74. * Your cousin's father 
to you
76. Cobras
77. Sports peg
78. * Another movie 
starring Emilio Estevez: 
"St. ___ Fire" (1985)
Down 
1. * Hit song by #36D: 
"These Boots are Made for 
___"
2. Ugandan dictator
3. Certain blue
4. Ira's famous brother 
(Initials)
5. * Beau and Jeff's father 
starred in this television 
show
6. * #16A's father is the 
lead singer in this band
7. * Tommy Chong is her 
father: ___ Dawn Chong
8. Thought over
9. Hairy-bodied insect
10. Culture medium
11. * Michael's legendary 
actor father
12. Letter of the Alphabet
15. * One of Prince Philip's 
sons
18. Shred
21. Traditional Costume, 
with "Dai"
23. Smash song by Frankie 
Goes to Hollywood
26. * Bob Dylan's son's 
band, with "The"

28. Certain Hockey 
Player, without the 
"Canad"
29. Wintery Stuff, 
without the "ow"
31. Playwright of 
"Picnic"
33. Brag, flipped about?
36. * One of Frank 
Sinatra's daughters
38. BC opposite
40. * Daughter of Elvis
42. Island of the Marianas
43. Prefix to "logy"
45. Light Switch position
47. Fashion Fan's wish: "I 
hope I'm going to get ___ 
Lauren outfit for my 
birthday!"
48. Cathedral City
49. * Julio's singing son
51. Waning, without the 
"bing"
53. Baby's first room
55. * George and George 
W.
58. Mechanical being
59. For instance, for short
62. Applaud
65. Heard in Metric 
Class: "Is the 
abbreviation for the 
measurement that's kinda 
like an inch called MM 
___?"
66. Uncooked, unusually?
67. * Heard by a Father: 
"___ a boy!"
69. Presidential nickname
71. Healing Plant, 
without the "e"
75. Sports org.
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June 2021 News and Announcements 
The 2021 Arkansas Annual 
Conference is now behind us 
and with that ending came a 
true blessing! As a result of 
Bishop Gary Mueller and the 
Cabinet, I will have the 
honor and pleasure of serving 
as the pastor of the Magnolia 
Firs t United Methodis t 
Church for another year!  
Praise the Lord! An added 
blessing is that Melissa has 

been appointed to my very first fulltime church charge at 
the Junction City First United Methodist Church!  Her 
secondary appointment will be at Marysville United 
Methodist Church, where we first met Reverend Mike 
Wilke, the former pastor. We are both looking forward to 
a great year of sharing God’s word, teaching, and 
enjoying the beautiful fellowship we have here in 
Magnolia, and beyond!  

Kudos to the great congregation at Magnolia FUMC!
 
The Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
congregation is ever ready to take the blessings they have 
received and bless others with them. These blessings 
flow from our members in times of joy and in those times 
of the deepest heartaches.  One most recent outpouring of 
blessings was for the celebration of life service for Ms. 
Olga English. Our church, staff, and community rose to 
be such a blessing to Ms. Olga’s family, friends, and 
other loved ones.

Let me share a recent note from the family…

Volume 3 Issue 24

Sorry, I couldn’t resist including the decorative cover to the 
“Thank You” note!

Be safe and know that God loves you with a love beyond 
compare and so do we!

Blessings,  
Pastor Gary

P.S.  remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  
So be one!

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Father’s Day”
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right! Look at your neighbor and say, “Do I have a choir for your usual song!”  Lol

The worldwide complaint choirs focus on different themes, ranging from the daily annoyances we all face to 
political gripes, moans, and groans. You can look them up on the following link if you're interested in global 
griping. But, first, let me give you a quick sampler of some of the lyrics from "The Chicago Complaints 
Choir."The choir's lyrics contain grievances including "my late grandma always votes for the wrong 
candidate," "the office equipment is out to get me," "my ex-husband still lives in Chicago,'' and "cabs speed up 
when I cross the street,'' These heart-breaking lyrics were reported in the Chicago Sun-Times.

Since those lyrics seem so localized, let me share what I believe are more universal woes with two lines I made 
up sung to the tune of one of my favorite hymns, “My Hope is Built.”

My gripes are built on nothing less
Than my entitlement and pettiness!

Almost brings a tear to your eyes, doesn’t it?

Would you like to start a local chapter of a Complaint Choir? On complaintschoir.org,  I  saw a handy little list.

(1) Step 1 — Invite People to Complain — This one should be pretty easy since most folks feel so entitled 
they can easily find something to gripe about.

(2) Step 2 — Find the Right Musician — those who can improvise on the spot!
(3) Step 3 — Group the Complaints — for example, complaints about the city, neighbors, technology, life 

in general, things that can't be changed, etc., and print them on separate papers.
(4) Step 4 — Scheduling the First Choir Meeting: Making the Lyrics — Pretty obvious, right?  Yes, so are 

the rest of the steps from planning to performing!

So, what does this have to do with our passage for this morning? Well, complaining is as old as the hills. The 
Israelites even have their complaints recorded in Holy Scripture! 

After God miraculously delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, we read their response, “In the desert the 
whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron.” Exodus 16:2 Instead of being thankful for their 
deliverance from slavery, they complained about their living conditions and limited food choices!

How would you like to have your complaints recorded in a brand new book of the Bible? 2 Whining 4, verses 
1-100!  But, of course, that wouldn't be too hot of a notion, would it?

In our passage for this morning, we read Paul’s words about the suffering he endured. He could have been the 
conductor of a New Testament Complaint Choir, but he chose not to be one. Instead of that, he said that 
compared to the glory of knowing God and salvation, the sufferings of this world were insignificant!

Instead of complaining, Paul describes his trials, tribulations, and other woes as, “Our temporary minor 
problems are producing an eternal stockpile of glory for us that is beyond all comparison.” 2 Corinthians 4:17

You might be thinking, “Whew, I’m glad we don’t have those Old Testament gripers and complainers in our 
modern society, let alone churches across the nation!”

What, you say there are modern-day gripers and complainers?  Say it ain’t so!
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Yes, it is not an urban myth. Although, shockingly, we do have some folks who gripe and complain, even 
in the church world of today! But, unfortunately, such griping and complaining only serves to generate 
only the heat of irritation rather than the light of solutions!

I've read that, "There are even books and Web sites filled with advice about how to deal with chronic 
complainers. One of the suggestions is that businesses should hold a BMW meeting once a month. But, 
unfortunately, that abbreviation does not stand for Bavarian Motor Works, which stands for a 
Bellyache, Moan, and Whine session. The idea is to get the complaints out there, but then move on." 

Do realize that there are times when we need to air our grievances, but we need to do it in a way that 
offers a solution rather than complain that someone does not do things the way we think they ought to be 
done. I've even found that in some situations wherein I have been the complainer to God about my 
circumstances, God was using my aggravations, woes, and miseries to bring me to a new place of spiritual 
growth and trust in His wisdom and guidance! More than likely, when we complain to God, He will give 
either give us comfort, put us on a new path, or even tell us to fix things ourselves! Ha! Go figure that 
God knows best!

So what if we decide that complaining is our special gift from God, like speaking in tongues, casting out 
demons, or healing?  Are there any natural consequences of our endless complaining?

Besides losing friends and people dreading answering the phone when we call, there is a concern of a 
more personal nature. How about your brain shrinking? Look at your neighbor. Do you notice any of the 
tell-tale signs, like eyes being pulled into the cranium? Yes? I hate when that happens! 

“Stress from negativity shrinks your brain.”

A 1996 Stanford study suggests it’s time to stop. Complaining, or even being complained to, for 30 
minutes or more can physically damage the brain. Researchers used high-resolution magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) scans and found “links between long-term stressful life experiences, long-term exposure to 
hormones produced during stress, and shrinking of the hippocampus,” the study’s authors wrote. (The 
hippocampus is the brain region involved in the formation of new memories and is also associated with 
learning and emotions.)

The worst part is that the average person complains between 15 to 30 times a day, according to Will 
Bowen, best-selling author of “A Complaint-Free World.”

And that’s how it is with most things we complain about. We can bellyache about them or even sing about 
them, but we are better off if we try to fix the ones that we can. If not, we might just be shrinking our 
brains, damaging our family relationships, friendships, and Christian witness. 

So take Paul’s advice — Know that, if we let them, the trials, tribulations, and woes of this world can 
produce for us “…an eternal stockpile of glory for us that is beyond all comparison.” 2 Corinthians 4:17

Complain for a bit of time, pray about it, express your hurt and pain to trusted brothers and sisters in 
Christ, but learn from the event, grow from the event, and be a part of the solution rather than being an 
irritating squeaky wheel that only gripes and complains! 

Remember Paul’s words in verse 3, “We live in such a way that no one will stumble because of us, and no 
one will find fault with our ministry.”
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Living in the Meantime
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 — Rev. Larry Kelso

What do Prince Harry, Elon Musk, T.S Eliot, Ashley Judd, and Matthew McConaughey have in common? 
They all took a gap year, or a year off to study abroad. (A gap year is an interim period typically between high 
school and the first year of college). There’s even an organization — the Gap Year Association — to help 
students who want to take a gap year. The association emphasizes that a gap year is not a year off, but a year 
on. This is a critical insight for our discussion of today’s reading from 2 Corinthians. During a gap year, 
students are “living in the meantime,” that is, between the end of high school and the beginning of college. It 
can be important time, valuable time, or time frittered away. Even in ordinary, pre-COVID times, Harvard 
University made a practice of encouraging its admitted students to consider deferring admission and taking a 
gap year. Twenty percent of its first-year students have now taken them up on that offer — roughly three 
times the number that usually defer. Many, if not most, of these students use the year to travel, experience 
personal growth and prepare for their future. One high school counselor said that she knew of a student who 
had gone to Thailand to work on an elephant preserve, of another who worked for a rugby team in Australia, 
of another who went to Denmark and lived with a host family. He returned to the United States and attended 
Creighton University. In a sense, gap year kids are living in the meantime. They’re living between the past 
and their future.

A Gap Life — The apostle Paul had an interesting take on this thing we call life. For him, his life was a “gap 
life.” That is, it was life in parentheses, life before life. He writes, “While we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord … we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are 
at home or away, we make it our aim to please him” (vv. 6, 8-9). Paul is living in the meantime, that period of 
time between now and then.

You’re at the airport early. You’ve checked in, paid all the extra fees, cleared security and now you’re putting 
your clothes back on. This is the “now” part. Your flight doesn’t leave for another 90 minutes. That’s the 
“then” part. So between the now and the then, you decide to get a bite to eat at a little café and check your 
email. Perhaps you have a little work to do. You might read a book. You’re living in the meantime. Paul was, 
too. His flight was not scheduled to leave quite yet. In fact, he didn’t know when he would be pushing back 
from the gate. In his letter to the Philippians, he says that he’s packed and ready, but he suspects a delay: “For 
to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do 
not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know 
that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.” (Philippians 1:21-26, emphasis 
added). Notice his comment about being “pressed between the two.” He knew that he was living in the now, 
even though he preferred the then. For him, it was a choice ⎯ not his to make, of course ⎯ between life or 
death.

For us, living in the meantime does not involve this choice, one would hope. Often, however, we feel that 
we’re on a treadmill. Or perhaps we have a sense in the pit of our stomachs, or in some profound place in our 
heart, that we’re becalmed on a sea of uncertainty. We’re stuck. The winds aren’t blowing; we’re going 
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nowhere, or at least that’s how it feels. The apostle didn’t feel this way. In prison, he was doing time, but 
it wasn’t a bad time. And even when he wasn’t in prison, life was no bed of roses. He was beaten, 
abused, shipwrecked and more. Living in the meantime for him meant living in some mean times. But he 
did not regard his gap life to be an empty life. Quite the contrary: he thought of down time as up time 
with the Lord and ⎯ to go back to that crucial insight mentioned at the top ⎯ that a gap year is not a 
year off, but a year on. Every year of his Christian life was a “year on” for the apostle Paul. And it can 
be for us, as well. Unless we don’t have a mission.

Ambassadors — No doubt there are some high school students who will fritter away a gap year, using it 
as an excuse to be lazy. Most, however, have a plan. The apostle Paul did. He was quite clear about the 
mission of his gap life, or of his “living in the meantime.” In the meantime, while awaiting his death or 
the return of Jesus Christ, he definitely had work to do. And there were people who needed him to fulfill 
his mission. To learn more about his sense of purpose, we need to move beyond today’s reading to verses 
18-21: “All of these new things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and who gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation. In other words, God was reconciling the world to himself through 
Christ, by not counting people's sins against them. He has trusted us with this message of reconciliation. 
So we are ambassadors who represent Christ. God is negotiating with you through us. We beg you as 
Christ's representatives, "Be reconciled to God!" God caused the one who didn't know sin to be sin for 
our sake so that through him we could become the righteousness of God.”

Paul saw his mission as that of an ambassador working in the area of reconciliation. His mission while 
living in the meantime was to urge people to be reconciled to God. Obviously, he believed that people 
are unaware that God no longer has an issue with them. We have been reconciled to God, through Jesus 
Christ, “In other words, God was reconciling the world to himself through Christ, by not counting 
people's sins against them.” (v. 19).  This is good news for people who are ignorant of this. So, Paul’s 
mission was to tell them: “Hey, God has no beef with you! Why not be reconciled? Reach out. God’s 
ready to receive you as one of his own children.”  So, Paul works as an ambassador for the kingdom of 
God. His work is to get people to turn their faces to God and have a fresh start. “So then, if anyone is in 
Christ, that person is part of the new creation. The old things have gone away, and look, new things have 
arrived!” (v. 17). This was his mission; it might not be yours. But when you’re living in the meantime, 
when you’re going through an interlude because of sickness, a layoff, an economic downturn or a failed 
relationship ⎯ just what is your mission? We can’t possibly think that God’s plan, God’s will or God’s 
purpose for us is aimlessness, confusion and despair, listlessness, can we? Is there a secret to successful 
living when we’re caught between parentheses, in a spiritual no man’s land?

The Gap Life Secret — For an illustration of this, let’s turn from faith to football, and football’s 
greatest ever ambassador and apostle, the person after whom the Super Bowl trophy is named: Vince 
Lombardi. In his best-selling biography of Lombardi, David Maraniss pinpoints the moment the Green 
Bay Packers began to march to greatness. It began the summer of 1961. The Packers had lost the 1960 
championship game against the Philadelphia Eagles when they squandered a fourth-quarter lead. 

Lombardi opened camp. He knew the players were brooding about that loss. They wanted to sharpen 
their skills. They wanted to take their game to the next level. They were living in the meantime, that time 
between their humiliating defeat and the moment, still in the future, when they would hoist the trophy. 
They were so close, they felt it. To a man, everyone believed this. Except Lombardi.

When the players came into camp that summer, he regarded each them as a tabula rasa, a blank or clean 
slate. He was going to start over with these men. Maraniss writes: “He took nothing for granted. He 
began a tradition of starting from scratch, assuming that the players were blank slates who carried over 
no knowledge from the year before … He began with the most elemental statement of all. ‘Gentlemen,’ 
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he said, holding a pigskin in his right hand, ‘this is a football.’” He took the team back to the fundamentals. 
He taught them how to block and tackle. And under Lombardi’s tutelage, they never lost another playoff 
game. They beat the New York Giants 37-0 that year, and they won five championships in seven years, and 
three in a row during one stretch. And he never coached a team with a losing record. “Fundamentals first,” 
said coach Lombardi.

The Bible’s advice about living successfully in the meantime was a major theme for the apostle Paul. It was 
a tune he played continually, and it dominates his writings. In our text, he reveals the mystery in verses 6 
and 7: “So we are always confident.” Why? “We live by faith and not by sight.” For the apostle Paul, it is 
always about faith. He isn’t saying we should fake it until we make it. Rather, he simply urges us to recall 
our core values and to live by them. He’s convinced that when we do this, our purpose and mission will 
reveal itself.

“Faith first,” says the apostle Paul, because faith is the fundamental key. Paul holds up faith like Lombardi 
held a football: “Friends in Christ, this is faith. Walk by it. Hold on to it. Don’t drop it or let it slip from 
your grasp. Cling tightly to it. Defend it from all attacks. Believe in it. Carry it, and it will carry you ⎯ to 
victory! We win because God wins!” Most high school students who take a gap year do so voluntarily. But 
life doesn’t always work that way, does it? Sometimes, we have no choice. A gap life is thrust upon us. 
Something happens, and suddenly we are living between two points: what was, and what we hope will be. 
Meanwhile, we’ve got to figure this out.

Paul walked by faith, and so can we. Paul was an ambassador for Jesus Christ, and his mission was to 
reconcile people to God. The fundamental truth to which we must cling is that God does have a purpose for 
us, and God is working out that purpose right now ⎯ one day at a time. Amen.

Reverend Larry Kelso


