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Enter His Gates with Thanksgiving
I’ve always loved the holidays, and Thanksgiving is no exception! It's not only a 
festive and often waist-expanding holiday but the older I get, the more I think about 
how this holiday reminds me to pause and truly give thanks to God for the many 
things and people He has blessed me with. As such, one Scripture about giving 
thanks to God comes to my mind as we enter into God's house this morning:

Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth! 2 Worship the Lord with gladness. Come 
before him, singing with joy. 3 Acknowledge that the Lord is God!  He made us, and 
we are his. We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 4 Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise.  Give thanks to him and praise his name. 
5 For the Lord is good. His unfailing love continues forever, and his faithfulness 
continues to each generation. (NLT)

That was supposed to be the attitude and actions of God's people, not just once per 
year, but each and every time they entered into His house! Since that was the 
Israelites' expected attitude and action as they approached worship, then it would 
seem fair to assume that this should be our attitudes and actions as well! 

I know that's how you enter God's house each and every Sunday morning, 
right? No? You mean that you’ve occasionally gotten aggravated at someone or 
something right before church and didn't feel like coming at all! 

And if you did come to church after that time of aggravation, did you feel like 
shouting with joy or entering His courts with praise? No? 

If this has ever happened to you, 
then don't get too upset with 
yourself because it has probably 
happened to all of us from time to 
time! Psalm 100 is the ideal mark 
to shoot for, but sometimes we 
miss that mark. We not only let the 
circumstances of life get in the 
way of joyfully entering into God's 
house, but we do the same thing 
with life in general. 

As a result, we miss out on the best that God has for us, and we can make ourselves 
and those around us very unhappy!

James Moore wrote, “Our attitude really is our paintbrush: It colors every 
situation!” Too often, we let our bad attitudes color our daily lives, and we miss out 
on the blessings that God has already given us and has for us in the future. I did it for 
far too long, but I’m getting better! 

How was I was able to begin to change my attitudes and perspective on life! I give 
all credit to the one who has the Name above all names (Jesus) and the Amazing 
Grace of God! 
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Across 

1. * Sir George ___ (He signed The Beatles to a record deal with Parlophone, a subsidiary 
of EMI, in 1962. He also became their very talented Producer.)
7. Part of the Psyche (pl.)
10. Mr. Wagner, to pals
13. * From the 'Let it Be' (1970) album: "___ the Universe"
14. Certain Caustic
15. Café Lait connecter
16. Scarlett's home
17. * The Beatles' anthem: "___ You Need Is Love"
18. * Mr. Preston who played keyboards on "Get Back" [From 'Let It Be' (1970)]
20. Aniston's hubby
21. Young Horse ...gone haywire?
22. * See #50D
23. * This song opens with this line: "The world is treating me bad..."
25. * "I'm ___ Sleeping" [From 'Revolver' (1966)]
27. In the past
28. Ms. Horne ...flipped around?
30. Volcanic residue
32. * Legendary Locale in Liverpool
37. Italian Island
41. * Directed by Richard Lester, it was John, Paul, George and Ringo's first movie: "___ 
Day's Night" (1964)
42. Domestic swine
43. * Mr. Epstein (Manager of The Beatles who helped them get to the Toppermost of the 
Poppermost)
44. * Mr. Shankar who gave George Harrison pointers on how to play the sitar
45. * Beatles song
47. * Lennon-McCartney song: "We ___ Work It Out"
49. Before ...backwards?
50. Gift of the what?
53. * "___ ruoY dloH ot tnaW I" :4691 ,ht9 yraurbeF no ,wohs s'navilluS dE no deraeppa 
yeht nehw gnos siht deyalp seltaeB ehT
55. * John Lennon and Yoko Ono were into it
60. Woolly-haired mammal
62. * Mr. Best (The drummer who Ringo replaced)
64. World Org. ...flipped around?
65. * Paul being barefoot on its cover was considered part of the 'evidence' that the whole 
Paul is Dead rumor was true: '___ Road' (1969)
66. * "___ Love You": In the United Kingdom, it was the flip-side of the single at #61D
67. Pair ...on the fritz?
68. Length measurement (abbr.)
69. House Siding, without the "minum"
70. * While on an extended gig in Hamburg, Germany, Stuart Sutcliffe (the band's original 

bassist) fell in love with this artsy blonde who would take the now-famous black and white photographs 
of the leather-clad Beatles
72. * Bellowed during Beatlemania: "Mom, I want my hair to be just like the Mop Tops --___ I have to 
start letting it grow long!"
73. * The Beatles sang "All Together Now" at the end of the animated movie "Yellow 
Submarine" (1968). Here is a part from it: "One, two, three, four / Can I have a little more? / Five, six, 
seven, eight / Nine, ___ I love you...
74. * The Fab Four's competition, with The

Down 

1. Pa's Partner
2. Play Part
3. * Starkey's stage name ...flipped around?
4. Rich dessert
5. * "Happiness ___ Warm Gun" (Song from the 1968 album, 'The Beatles', which is commonly known 
as 'The White Album')
6. * People who love The Beatles, without the "Fa"
7. * Beatles song
8. * His songwriting style inspired the Lennon-sung tune at #56D
9. Ms. Hinton
10. * The B-Side to "Paperback Writer"
11. * She had seashell eyes
12. * From the song "Hello, Goodbye": "...yes, I ___..."
17. Vestment in Vietnam, with Dai
18. * Song sung by Ringo on the 'Please Please Me' album released in the United Kingdom, in 1963
19. Thing in a fireplace
20. After noon letters
21. Ms. Redgrave
24. Mr. Depardieu, without the "Ge"
26. Scientific Spot, smallily
29. Canyon Sound! ...Canyon Sound! ...Canyon Sound!
31. * Paul McCartney sang it --which is widely regarded as one of his best love songs: "___, There and 
Everywhere"
32. * BEEP! BEEP! It's from the 'Rubber Soul' album released in the United Kingdom, on December 3rd, 
1965: "Drive My ___"
33. "Gotcha!"
34. Wow!, minus the "oom!"
35. * Mr. Clapton who played lead guitar on "While My Guitar Gently Weeps" (Written by George 
Harrison)
36. Yuckies
38. Flexible, minus the "ber"
39. Cry from the barn
40. Ms. Miller
43. Town in southern California
45. Tripled letter
46. Beverage in a Bar ...gone bonkers?
48. * Groundbreaker from 'Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band' (1967): "___ in the Life"
50. * John sings "I told you about strawberry fields / You know the place where nothing is real" on this 
song, with #22A
51. Priest's garment
52. * "___ in Black" [From 'Beatles for Sale' (1964)]
54. * The Beatles' company: ___ Corps Ltd
56. * "You've ___ Hide Your Love Away" (From the 'Help!' album of 1965)
57. * From the hard-rocking song, "Helter Skelter": "When I get to the bottom I go back / To the top of 
the slide / Where I stop and ___ / And I go for a ride / Till I get to the bottom / And I see you again....
58. * Beatles song, with Sexy
59. Alphabet sequence
61. * Harmonica is heard on this hit which hit the #1 spot on the Billboard chart in the States, on May 
30th, 1964: "Love ___"
63. Scale Syllable
67. Founded, for short
69. * "Any Time ___ All" (From #41A)
70. * Q. "Do you think there will ever be another group or singer ___ big ___ The Beatles?" A. "No."
71. * The Beatles and Wings, without the "Ban"
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“Native American Heritage Month” —  

n 

By Bernhard Schroeder - Forbes Magazine

Everyone wants to be a leader. You get to make the key 
decisions. You will get the most credit when things go well. 
You will also get the blame when things go wrong. Yet few 
people understand that to be a good leader, you first need to be 
a great follower. As Aristotle said, "He who cannot be a 
good follower, cannot be a good leader."

Being a good follower isn't about being one of hundreds of 
lemmings that execute instructions with blind loyalty. Today's 
followers are more evolved. They judiciously choose who they 
follow and make followership part of their education. In an 
increasingly democratized workplace, where social media 
commands growing influence, followers are more empowered 
than ever.

Robert Kelley, the author of The Power of Followership, uses 
research to show that leadership affects an organization's 
success or failure by only 20 percent. So followers can 
influence their organization's effectiveness by as much as 80 
percent; it's not an overstatement to say that good followers 
matter as much as good leaders. What makes a great follower? 
Here are four ways to separate yourself from the pack and 
prepare yourself for future leadership.

You're not following, you're a leader-in-training. The best 
followers don't see themselves as another cog in the corporate 
machinery. They know what they're doing. They know what 
their peers are doing. They even know what their leaders are 
doing. They know because they want to know. They want to 
know because leaders are supposed to know more than 
everyone else. That's right, leaders. Not followers. The best 
followers aren't really followers. They see themselves as future 
leaders. And they have already started their own personal 
leadership journey. They happen to be self-leaders who follow.

Put your team first. The best followers are also the best team-
players. They know one truth: they are only as good as the 
team. And guess what? Their bosses know that about them and 
thank their lucky stars for them. When you make personal 
sacrifices for the good of the team, you're broadcasting the 
message, "I care about 'us' more than 'me'." That sort of 
selflessness hardly ever goes unnoticed and unappreciated. 
Team players are the “glue” that keeps the team together. 
Their leaders count on them. Their peers confide in them. 
Everyone else likes them. How this helps you as a future 
leader? Guess who else puts the team first? That's right, a good 
leader.

Believe in yourself and your leader. The best followers have 
confidence in their abilities and the abilities of their leaders. 
They don't need to be told what to do, how to do it, and when 
to do it. They just get things done. They also know, and 

expect, that their leaders will get things done too. It's a 
mutual trust that keeps the work engine humming along 
nicely. As a good follower, you have the courage and 
confidence to respectfully discuss with your leader if you 
believe you're not going in the right direction. You trust that 
your leader would appreciate the spirit of your input and 
engagement. To be a successful leader in the future, you 
will need competent and confident followers. Legendary 
adman David Ogilvy once said, "If each of us hires people 
who are bigger than we are, we shall become a company of 
giants."

What you follow, not who. This may be a surprise. The 
best followers don't just follow a leader; they follow the 
leader's mission or vision. The leader is but an embodiment 
of that purpose. Apple's employees may have worshiped the 
iconic Steve Jobs, but it's his vision and Apple’s mission 
based on innovation and design that makes them true 
devotees and followers. Followers become die-hard 
advocates when their personal passion and purpose are 
aligned with those of their leader. As a leader, you will be 
able to see yourself as no more than a follower and 
advocate of a mission, one that is much bigger than you. 
Such a perspective will allow you the humility to see past 
yourself and focus on your vision and execution.

There's nothing wrong with being a great follower. 
Especially when you're following with leadership intent. 
What you learn as a follower can prepare you to be a greater 
leader than you could ever have imagined.
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I will say little about me this morning, except to say that He has transformed my life so that I can have an appreciation 
for the eternal life He has blessed me with. 

There are two aspects to this thankfulness, one of which might surprise you:

(1) I thank God for the wonderful, sweet, and encouraging people with loving smiles on their faces me who get 
involved with church, life and their community, for they give me a beautiful example of who I desire to be like!

(2) I equally thank God for the arrogant, prideful, and privileged people with condescending looks on their faces, for 
they have given me an glaring example of who I never desire to never be like!

Enough about my brief thoughts, I have four people who will be sharing some of what they are thankful for in their lies. 
Before that, I’m going to ask you. If you would like to boldly come up and share your heart of thankfulness with us this 
morning. If you’re not ready for such a bold step, then we can bring a microphone to you!

1. Liz Wilson
2. Sharon Ard
3. Coach Marvin Lindsey
4. Shelly Burgess

This past Sunday morning, I asked four of our beloved church members to share some things they were thankful for in 
their lives.  Our newest blessing, Youth director Elizabeth “Liz” Wilson, shared with us how God has blessed her heart 
and life. Coach Marvin Lindsey shared how the many blessings that his family, friends and church have touched his life. 
Coach Lindsey also touched my heart in how our Wednesday night Bible study has been a blessings and a 
transformative experience for him.  Our pianist/organist extraordinaire shared her thankfulness for how God has brought 
the beautiful people of into and through her life.  Finally, our Director of  Family Ministries, Shelly Burgess, touched 
our hearts with her many blessings of God, family, and friends. What a blessing this time was for all of us!!!

Maybe you've entered the gates of God's house this Sunday or just stayed away from the church and missed a blessing 
by focusing on some negative things. 

Things like: 

(1) How you are mad at God, 
(2) How angry you are at "so and so" because they did "such and such" to you.
(3) Or maybe it's just due to a handful of dislikes/pet peeves in your life. 

So, while you're stewing in your negative emotions, others around you are being blessed in the very same service, and 
you're wondering what happened!

I used to be that way, but I didn’t have to stay that way! No matter what you’re going through, God wants us all to 
celebrate His love and give thanks to Him in everything! Why? Because He knows that it will transform and bless us 
and touch those around us. God wants us all to remember what he has done so that we won't be fearful when we need 
help and so that we won't grow arrogant or rude when we are prospering. He wants us to remember and give thanks to 
Him and to those around us so that our lives will be full of compassion and love.

This week, I want to encourage you to focus on the positive and count your blessings; name them one by one, and you 
might just see all that the Lord has done. Use the sheets on the next two pages to write down all that you are thankful for 
and by the time your ar doneSo the next time you enter His gates or even go out into the world, do it with joy, 
Thanksgiving, and praise! Touch someone with God's love and peace! 

Be a blessing this week!                 Pastor Gary
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A Great Gratitude Challenge 
Do you realize how Blessed you truly are? Do a survey by writing down a list of 100 things you are thankful for. You 
might think that is too many, So lets try this: 

Write 10 living people you are grateful for. 

Write 10 people who have died you are grateful for. 

Write 10 physical abilities you are grateful for. 

Write 10 material possessions you are grateful for. 

Write 10 things about nature you are grateful for. 

Write 10 things about today you are grateful for. 

Write 10 places on earth you are grateful for. 

Write 10 modern-day inventions you are grateful for. 

Write 10 foods you are grateful for. 

Write 10 things about the gospel you are grateful for. 

You see when we write out a list like this, we will many times discover that a list of 100 doesn’t even begin to scratch 
the surface of all the things that God has given us. 
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Continued on Page 8

Magnolia Ministerial Network Thanksgiving Service
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Magnolia Ministerial Network Thanksgiving Service

It was a wonderful night of multi-cultural, multi-denominational worship!  We gathered together from different 
denominations and backgrounds to praise the Lord and to raise money to help those in our community with the 
necessities of life!  We raised over $800.00 that beautiful Sunday evening on November 20, 2022!
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Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
December 4, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Isaiah 11:1-10;                                                  
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (UMH 795);                   

Romans 15:4-13;                                              
Matthew 3:1-12 

Liturgical Color: White

Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and 
therefore mourning and penitence.  It is the 

liturgical color for the Season of Lent.  It is also 
the color of royalty, so traditionally has also been 

used for Advent and is still used in Catholic 
churches, although Blue Violet is also 

used. However, Blue is replacing purple for 
Advent in many Protestant churches.

Be Thankful!


