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My Soul Magnifies the Lord

Continued on Page 4

On this third Sunday of Advent, we celebrate joy. This day is traditionally known as 
Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete (or Gaw duh-tay) is Latin for rejoice and it is signified by 
a pink candle which symbolizes joy amid the darkness as we wait for the birth of the 
Savior. (Phil. 4:4-5). Joy is such a wonderful thing to have and to be able to openly 
express! But sometimes, we have a temporary drop in our joy levels. I experienced a 
massive drop in my joy levels about 20-years ago, but I unknowingly followed 
Mary’s example from this passage! 

Following Mary's example might help raise your Joy levels too!

Mary knew that her pregnancy had the potential for public ridicule, shame, 
abandonment, and possibly death by stoning, according to Deuteronomy 22:21! 

Despite these fears, Mary expresses great joy in the  Lord!

Luke 1:46b-55 (NKJV)

46 And Mary said:
“My soul magnifies the Lord,

47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.
48 For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant;
For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.

49 For He who is mighty has done great things for me,
And holy is His name.

50 And His mercy is on those who fear Him
From generation to generation.

51 He has shown strength with His arm;
He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

52 He has put down the mighty from their thrones,
And exalted the lowly.

53 He has filled the hungry with good things,
And the rich He has sent away empty.

54 He has helped His servant Israel,
In remembrance of His mercy,

55 As He spoke to our fathers,
To Abraham and to his seed forever.”

In a world filled with seemingly unsolvable problems, we sometimes give up and  let 
our imaginations run wild by magnifying our problems. We can let such thinking go 
viral in our hearts and minds by mentally running through the “what-if” scenarios 
we hear from well-meaning friends and all of the Facebook Keyboard Warriors. 

Amid this wasteland of worry, we might secretly wonder if our God is big enough to 
help see us through the tangled mess of this world. 

If that's you, in this time of radical change, we should follow Mary's example and 
magnify the Lord with our hearts, minds, and voices. Does God need us to do so? 
God is God and is magnificent without our help, but I am reminded of the words of 
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Across 

1. * Snowstorm Scooper-Outer
6. Tell an Untruth: Tell ___
10. Like the Beatles
13. Artist's need
14. Certain undergarments, minus the "ts"
15. In the past
16. Jaunty rhythm in music
17. * Winter Wonderland Warmers
19. * Wintry Woe
21. Spooky Signs
22. Short greeting
23. Learn everything from ___ to ___
24. Humorous
25. * Parka Part
29. Exists
31. Protein, minus the "yme"
33. * Fun time at the Winter lodge
36. * Word with "Ice"
41. Type of nut
42. Consumed
44. Makeup bag item
45. * Winter race
47. * Slide on a Snowy Slope
49. Chinese dynasty
51. Symbol for Sodium
52. Transmitted
53. * It's Worn for Warmth in the Winter
57. "So-So" in Strasbourg: Comme-___, Comme-ça
59. Achievement for a QB
61. Item seen in a Bathroom
62. * Winter sport
68. * Serious Slides

70. The "A" in A.D.
71. Madonna song: "___ Girl"
72. Units of Weight, briefly
73. Watercourse
74. Start to "historic" or "shrunk"
75. Always
76. * Winter Wonderland Wonder: "Is anybody going to put on the ___ so we 
can finally make that Hot Chocolate we've all wanted so much?"

Down 

1. Type of Book, with "Help"
2. Broadway musical
3. Capital of Norway
4. Docs for Doggies
5. Chicago loop train
6. Large artery
7. * What does Water do in the Winter?
8. AOL, for one
9. * Like it sometimes is in the Winter
10. Aspect
11. Broker
12. In charge too much
14. Roman Numerals for 102
17. Heard during a Car Chase: "We better hurry up 'cuz the ___ followin' us!"
18. "Friend" in France
20. Calendar abbr.
25. Occurrences, for short
26. German car
27. Whale movie
28. Handle
30. Style of music
32. Atomic #93
34. * Wondrous Wonder in the Wonderland of Winter
35. "The Addams Family" (TV) character
37. * Add them to #17A
38. * Racing Sled
39. Eddie or Patrick or Richard
40. Portable shelter
43. Long time
46. Not you
48. Spa Spots
50. * Wintry eaves dangler
53. Something on an envelope
54. * Some may choose to warm up with an extra ___ at night during the 
Winter
55. Mindful
56. Belief in Supernatural Powers or Beings, for short
58. Godly fluid
60. Execute
63. Buzzers, without the "B"
64. Haul
65. Something in a rope
66. Organic compound
67. Fitted part on a garment
69. Cosmetic Cream, minus the "ea"
73. Live
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“Winter” —  Solution

n 

Pulaski Heights United Methodist Church is excited to host the Installation Service for 
our new Bishop, Laura Merrill. They extend their gracious invitation to join them on 

Saturday, January 28th at 10 AM in the Sanctuary!  There will be a reception following 
the installation service!
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the Psalmist from Psalm 22:3, where he said that God inhabits the praise of His people. 

What does that mean? Jessica Brodie from christianity.com answers that question, “The word ‘inhabits' is not 
suggesting God is only present when people are singing praises about Him. Obviously, God is not confined to one 
place. As the Creator of the universe, the world, and all the people and things within it, God has no bounds. But what 
the writer of the psalm seems to be saying is that God is present and glorified when His people lift His name in honor. 
God enjoys it.”

So, how can a soul magnify anything, let alone the Lord? When I think of magnifying things, I go back to graduate 
school when I had the opportunity to view all sorts of wonders that could not be seen by the naked eye in my histology 
and microbiology classes. What I studied was easily seen due to the magnification of the lenses, but that’s not 
necessarily the kind of magnifying Mary was doing in this passage. But the word magnify has different meanings as 
reflected in its other meanings: “to make more exciting; intensify; dramatize; heighten.”

If we go back more than 500 years, as in the Elizabethan era, where it meant “to extol; praise.” I don’t think anyone 
here uses magnify in that old Elizabethan sense, except when reading specific Bible translations.

I think we can make a case that Advent is a time when we should combine the original meaning and add the more 
contemporary meaning to “enlarge” our understanding of the Incarnation. Perhaps we should do this to “intensify” the 
importance of the birth and ministry of Christ in our hearts and minds.

How might we magnify the Lord during this Advent season? To do so, we must use our scriptural magnifying 
glasses and look at the life of Jesus. As you may have noticed, Jesus did not fit the bill of a religious leader or Messiah, 
at least not to the hypercritical expectation of the religious leaders of His day. 

I. Let’s Magnify God by Examining Jesus’ Life!

• He urged the repentance of sin.
• He required his followers to be servants.
• He was hard on the rich.
• He was high on the poor.
• He was on the side of the unfortunate, the outcasts of society, the least, the last, and the lost.
• He had little time for self-righteous religious types and clearly told them so.
• He believed that prayer was vital.

In short, Jesus’ mission was nothing short of the total salvation of the world. It was a mission fraught with peril and one 
that succeeded only because Jesus acted counter-intuitively every step of the way. He shunned the rich instead of 
currying favor. Jesus embraced the poor and needy instead of sending them away. He didn’t own property and had no 
home to call his own. Jesus called out the hypocrisy of the religious leaders but calmed the hearts of the sincere. He was 
humble and preferred to serve rather than be served. Everything that the modern CEO is, he wasn’t. Everything the 
typical American wants and hopes to achieve, he didn’t want or hope to achieve. He was the opposite of us; Jesus was 
the One who embraced the mission for which he was sent by the Father with unswerving tenacity.

Was Jesus ministry an immediate success? No, but He accomplished what He was sent to do, say, and live.  He planted 
the seeds and they grew!

In Ministry Magazine are found this snippet from the following article, “THE FAILURE OF JESUS — The good news 
is that Jesus, the greatest preacher and leader who ever lived, also ‘failed.’ Just think about it for a moment. He had 
only 12 in His primary congregation. They'd not only heard His sermons; they'd lived with Him nearly constantly for 
three years. Yet not one of them had really grasped the message He had sought to teach them.”
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This is the son Mary grew in her womb. This is the child she raised. This is the God-man she mourned.

By taking a magnifying peek into her son's work, we magnify the God who sent him, the woman who gave human life 
to him, and the person of Jesus himself.

II. Let’s Magnify God Through Praise

The Magnificat is essentially a praise and worship song. It was set to music quickly in the early church, especially in 
the Gregorian chants; and some 1,500 years later, give or take, by classical composers such as Bach, Pachelbel, Vivaldi, 
Salieri, Mozart, Schubert, Liszt, Mendelssohn, Gounod, Franck, Tchaikovsky, and Rachmaninoff; and in the modern era 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams, John Rutter, Marty Haugen, et al.

The musical tradition speaks to the timeless power of the lyrics. The musical tradition speaks to the timeless power of 
the lyrics. Mary praises God for his mercy, for throwing tyrants off of their thrones and humbling the proud. She places 
herself as one of the lowly servants who have found favor in the eyes of the Lord. She is astonished at the divine 
attention to her, a lowly maiden, and that God “has lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and 
sent the rich away empty” (vv. 52-53).

The enthusiasm with which Mary praises God puts us to shame. Her enthusiasm also reminds us joyfully sing during the 
congregational hymns.

The God of Israel was the subject of Mary’s Song, and she offers God enthusiastic praise — as should we.

III. Let’s Magnify God by Modifying Our Lifestyle

John F. Kennedy's inaugural address inspired children and adults to see the importance of civic action and public 
service. His historic words, “Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country…” 
challenged every American to contribute to the public good.

We might begin by rewording JFK’s words this way, “Ask not what your church can do for you – ask what you can 
do for your church, community, and world….”

Mary had this attitude. When the angel Gabriel announced that God was placing Mary in an impossible position, Mary 
humbly responded by saying, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word” (v. 38). 

We follow Jesus because he is Lord and Savior the universe!

We might also magnify the Lord this Advent season by remembering that personal happiness is not guaranteed in the 
Christian life. Jesus died on the cross for our sins, not to guarantee a life of happiness.

We also magnify the Lord by recommitting our lives to following Jesus, because who else is worthy of such devotion? 
We cannot fall in love with our political leaders, pop stars and movie stars. There is no human being as worthy of our 
following than Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago. No one.

We’re in the same boat as the original disciples, who were asked by Jesus, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon 
Peter said, “Lord, to whom can we go? You alone have the words of eternal life” (John 6:67-68).

Peter’s question is valid after all these years, “Lord, to whom can we go?” If not you, Jesus, then who?
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“Magnify” has many different meanings. Start by choosing these three; Magnify, Extol, and Enlarge.

So, do you want to experience the joy of the Lord?  Yes? Then…

Magnify, lift up, and exalt the Lord's name in praise and worship! 

Would you like a bit of bonus joy in your life?  If so, surround yourself with others who love the Lord and those who 
love and support you too!

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Children’s 
Choir  

Christmas
2022

Choir 
Leader

Sharon Ard
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I will never forget the beauty of last Sunday night!  Our band of 17 faithful and loving church 
members went out to use their blessings to bless others!  As we went from Assusted Living Facility 
to nursing homes to our shut-ins, I saw our a small subset of our church being the church l.  Not 
only that, but I saw the glowing smiles of those we sang to and I also saw tears of joy in the eyes of 
others. The church is truly the church when we collectively step out of our comfort zones to love 
others with gifts, talents, and voices.
Thanks to our faithful members when are so moved by love that they reach out to the least, the last, 
and the lost!

Happy Advent Season and a Merry Christmas to all!
Reverends Gary and Melissa Maskell…
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 5:30 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY YOUTH 4:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 5:30 P.M.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
December 18, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Isaiah 7:10-16;                                                  
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (UMH 801);                      

Romans 1:1-7;                                                   
Matthew 1:18-25 

Liturgical Color: Purple or Blue

Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and therefore 
mourning and penitence.  It is the liturgical color 
for the Season of Lent.  It is also the color of 
royalty, so traditionally has also been used for 
Advent and is still used in Catholic churches, 
although Blue Violet is also used. However, Blue 
is replacing purple for Advent in many Protestant 
churches.

Advent


