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Prepare the Way of the Lord
This morning, we find ourselves on the second Sunday of Advent. So, you might be 
thinking, “What is Advent?”

The word “advent” derives from the Latin “adventus,” meaning “coming.” During 
its earliest observances, it was very much like we celebrate the season of Lent today. 

Advent was 40 days of repentance, fasting, and prayer as new believers prepared for 
their baptisms. Often, these baptisms took place on the day of Epiphany — a day 
remembering the Magi’s visit to baby Jesus; it was a celebration of Jesus’ incarnation 
on Earth. 

We celebrated the Hanging of the Greens on the first Sunday of Advent. It was a 
service filled with beautiful music, readings, and hope. If you don’t know, the United 
Methodist Scripture for that morning dealt with the end of days and a series of dire 
warnings.  Cheery stuff, eh?

This morning’s lectionary passage is another one with a bit of a bite! So buckle your 
seat belts and see the highs and lows of human nature and John’s call for repentance! 

Matthew 3:1-12 While Jesus was living in the Galilean hills, John, called “the 
Baptizer,” was preaching in the desert country of Judea. His message was simple and 
austere, like his desert surroundings: “Change your life. God’s kingdom is here.”
3 John and his message were authorized by Isaiah’s prophecy:

Thunder in the desert!
Prepare for God’s arrival!

Make the road smooth and straight!

4-6 John dressed in a camel-hair habit tied at the waist by a leather strap. He lived on a 
diet of locusts and wild field honey. People poured out of Jerusalem, Judea, and the 
Jordanian countryside to hear and see him in action. There at the Jordan River those 
who came to confess their sins were baptized into a changed life.

7-10 When John realized that a lot of Pharisees and Sadducees were showing up for a 
baptismal experience because it was becoming the popular thing to do, he exploded: 
“Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re doing slithering down here to the river? 
Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is going to make any difference? It’s 
your life that must change, not your skin! And don’t think you can pull rank by 
claiming Abraham as father. Being a descendant of Abraham is neither here nor 
there. Descendants of Abraham are a dime a dozen. What counts is your life. Is it 
green and flourishing? Because if it’s deadwood, it goes on the fire.

11-12 “I’m baptizing you here in the river, turning your old life in for a kingdom life. 
The real action comes next: The main character in this drama—compared to him I’m 
a mere stagehand—will ignite the kingdom life within you, a fire within you, the Holy 
Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out. He’s going to clean house—make 
a clean sweep of your lives. He’ll place everything true in its proper place before 
God; everything false he’ll put out with the trash to be burned.”  (The Message)

Continued on Page 4
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Across 

1. * Pearl Harbor: United States Naval ___
5. * Japan's battle cry, when tripled
9. Santa completer
11. Robber's Remark: "Oh, ___ into vaults all the time."
13. Mr. Wayans
14. "Own" to a Scot
15. * It was also targeted by the Japanese
17. Music Fan's thought: "I think 'When I Need You' is ___ Sayer song."
18. Animal with Antlers
19. Home, briefly
20. * It blared through the Control Tower at Pearl Harbor: "Air Raid Pearl 
Harbor. This Is Not ___"
22. Look
23. Dog, for example
24. Prune
25. Sheen movie
26. Wedding announcement word
28. Record co.
30. Ms. Gardner, all shook up?
32. Diner's comment: "The bowl of soup the waiter gave ___ a bug in it, 
too."
34. Pinocchio's Promise: "I promise I won't be naughty ___ ever again!"
36. Airline letters
38. Hosp. locale
39. Adjective-forming suffix
41. Word with Women's
42. Plaything
43. Cancel Out, without the "lify"
44. Panic at the Pantry: "Oh, no! Did ___ all of my chocolate chip cookies 
again?"
46. Lead-in to "even keel"
48. Greek dialect, without the "ne"
50. Greek alphabet letter
51. Mr. Davis
52. Puny Pound

54. School orgs.
56. Religious vestment
58. Chocolate Bar, with "Kit"
61. * A few days after #10D, Japan surrendered (On ___ 10th, 1945)
63. Egg mass
64. Pulpy fruit
65. Yangs opposites
66. * Japan attacked from both the air and the water where it had mini ___ ready to do 
battle
70. Seventies rock gr.
71. Affirmatives
72. Allotted Amount
73. Football Position, for short
74. Level-Headed, gone bananas?
75. Don't Depart

Down 

1. Auto Alternatives
2. Heard on a Farm: "Do you have ___ of hay I can borrow? I completely ran out!"
3. * Today, Pearl Harbor is a national historic landmark which has a memorial built over 
the ___ of the #67D
4. Compass point
5. Keyboard Key
6. "Grandmother" in German
7. * One day before Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor, a pilot from the ___ Australian Air 
Force sighted Japanese warships on patrol near the Malayan coast. They appeared to be 
headed toward Thailand.
8. Indefinite article
9. * Where the first wave of Japanese planes struck, with "Hickam"
10. * American B-29 bomber that dropped an atomic bomb on the city of Hiroshima, on 
the sixth day in 1945 of the month at #61A
12. * The American battleship called the "California" suffered two of them
13. * The American ships called "Cassin", "Downes" and "Shaw", for example
14. Famous Fighter
16. Television Show, with "Haw"
17. * Type of Trooper, tossed?
21. * Japanese planes like an Aichi: Single-Engine ___
24. * President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued one against Japan on December 8th, 1941
27. Per item, briefly
29. Atomic #24
31. * Japan's 1st ___ was assigned the targets of the American battleships "Maryland", 
"Tennessee" or "West Virginia"
32. * The American military ship called the "Oglala", for example
33. French coin, once
35. Roman Numerals less the X
37. Came in first
40. Memo word
45. "I get it now!"
47. Symbol for Sodium
49. Musical work
53. Strong looking
55. * Not anchored in
57. Volcano in Hawaii, with "Mauna"
59. Certain oat
60. Mouth-watering
62. Economic measure, for short
67. * On that fateful day in '41, more than 1,000 lives were lost aboard it: ___ Arizona
68. * "Pearl Harbor" (2001) name
69. Birth Day shout: "___ a girl!"
71. Olde completer
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“Pearl Harbor” —  Solution

n 

By Carolyn Moore— Author of “When Women Lead”
Do you remember the time Jesus touched a leper (Mark 1:40–
45)? I love that story, especially how the leper challenges Jesus 
to help him: A man with leprosy came to him and begged him 
on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” 
Jesus was indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the 
man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately the 
leprosy left him and he was cleansed.

Jesus was indignant, the NIV says, but there is some question 
about that interpretation. According to Bruce Metzger, of the 
20,000 lines of the New Testament, only forty lines have 
questionable translations.12 That means there is agreement 
among scholars about 99.6 percent of what we read in the 
Bible. Still, there are going to be a few hard words, some things 
we have to wrestle with. This word in Mark 1:41, translated in 
the NIV as “indignant,” is one of those words. Whole books 
have been written on this one word. Curiously, almost every 
other version translates to “compassion,” as in, “Jesus was 
moved with compassion.” But we can’t escape the “indignant” 
feeling inside the Greek word used by Mark.

Another scholar, Ben Witherington, tells me that the disputed 
word refers to the kind of feeling that comes from a person’s 
gut. He says the closest expression to the Greek is “the bowels 
of compassion.” The feeling evoked is fierce and passionate. It 
is not just the feeling of compassion (like the sad face of a 
puppy on a get well card) but the kind of concern that moves a 
person to compassion.

There is movement in this brand of compassion. Jesus is not 
just aggravated at a disease or at a man brazen and desperate 
enough to challenge him to make a miracle happen. It seems to 
me that Jesus is moved by some feeling deep in his gut that 
remembers a fallen world and the unjust exclusion of lepers 
with no power over their disease. It slays me to think that 
maybe God inspired among the biblical writers the use of a 
word here that means both injustice and compassion, anger and 
identification—because a person can be fiercely moved by love 
to go after someone stuck in a pit and simultaneously be angry 
at all the things that got them there. Not all anger is without 
compassion, and not all compassion is without passion.

Maybe this isn’t exactly a one-to-one comparison, but as a 
leader and a woman, I deeply feel the feelings in this story. I 
hear that hard-to-interpret word in the leper’s story as our word, 
too. I know what it is like to feel a little like a leper before 
Jesus, challenging him to fix things so I can do what I’ve been 
called to do, and I am moved to help others who feel the same 
desperation. What drives me—and I hope what drives you—is 
this deep burden for women who know that they are called but 
who have lacked the right voices to encourage them forward. I 
feel their loneliness in their callings, and it moves me to do all I 

can to change the spiritual atmosphere in the church we so 
desperately want to serve.

I also feel a kind of biblical indignation toward our fallen 
world—I am fiercely moved to see it made right. I feel the 
deep weight of challenging a worldview held by half the 
Christian church. I can feel God’s compassion toward those 
who disagree with what I believe to be true even while I am 
indignant toward what got them there. I realize there are 
good and intelligent people who have wrestled with a few 
hard passages about the role of women in ministry in the 
New Testament and who have come to a different conclusion 
than I. Every time I share with groups of men and women 
about what happens when women lead, I am inundated with 
messages from spiritual leaders who tell me they are thinking 
through this freshly. While they agree with my findings at 
the heart level, they haven’t taken time to lay their own 
biblical foundations for affirming women in leadership.

I tell them what I’m telling you: take time to do this work. 
The gospel depends on it, because the gospel is hamstrung 
by our lack of confidence in female leadership. We need to 
get a little indignant about that; we need to be moved at gut 
level to change the spiritual atmosphere for the sake of 
unreached masses who are desperate for Jesus to create a 
miracle in their lives. It is critical that we are grounded in our 
theology so that on the hard days, we are not missing signs 
of kingdom potential all around us. We must learn to see 
beyond our frustration to the vision of a realized kingdom 
where there is neither Jew nor Greek, male nor female, slave 
nor free (Gal. 3:28). May these pages empower and 
encourage you wherever you are in that journey. May they 
help you to stand and keep standing for the whole gospel of 
the coming kingdom. And may you take the authority given 
you, trusting that the kingdom of God is poised and ready to 
advance under your leadership.
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John the Baptizer, not to be mixed up with the Apostle John, was considered the last of the old testament prophets. He 
bridged the gap from what is known as the 400-year-silent intertestamental period. 

John’s ministry fulfilled the prediction in Malachi 3:1, where God says, "Behold, I will send my messenger who will 
prepare the way before me.”

We know a little bit about the who and why of our passage. But where was John fulfilling this prophecy?

We read in verse 1 that John came preaching in the wilderness of Judea. The wilderness of Judea is down by the Dead 
Sea. Jerusalem is about 2,500 feet above sea level, depending on where you are in town. The Dead Sea is the lowest 
place in the world and about 1,290 feet below sea level. It's sweltering, barren, and ugly. In real estate terms, John cared 
nothing for the mantra of “Location, location, location,” at least according to common wisdom.

So, here we have John in the middle of what seems to be nowhere, and his message is not filled with flowery fluff! 
Eugene Peterson has captured the urgency in John's message, life, and ministry.

Peterson translates it this way, “His message was simple and austere, like his desert surroundings: ‘Change your life. 
God’s kingdom is here.’”

If you haven't used the word austere in a while, it means “severe or strict in manner or appearance.”  (Severe, just like 
the wilderness where John was preaching!)

I think of John as straightforward and somewhat intense as he said, “Change your life. God’s kingdom is here.” 

You can replace the word "Change" with the word repent which means a complete change of heart and mind. But it also 
includes a change of behavior.

It was John’s message, and as Jesus’ ministry began, that was His message too! It is not a comfortable message to hear, 
but it is still true today!

The passage continues…  
“John and his message were authorized by Isaiah’s prophecy:

Thunder in the desert!
Prepare for God’s arrival!

Make the road smooth and straight!”

Have you ever sat back and imagined what John the Baptizer might have looked like?  Here’s my vision of him…

When I think of John the Baptist, I picture a rather wild-looking guy standing near the banks of the Jordan River. The 
wind is blowing the sand about. John is standing there dressed just as scripture describes him, wearing his woven camel 
hair suit — with a broad leather belt cinching it tightly around his waist. I suspect John would have made quite a visual 
impression on those who saw him. He probably looked like Elijah the Tishbite from 2 Kings, Chapter 1. 

John was dedicated as a Nazarite, so no blade would have ever touched the hair of his head nor the hair on his face. His 
diet consisted of locusts and wild honey. As you approach John, you may notice a few things: the smell of his camel 
hair suit, and you may even see a small remnant of his last meal still clinging to his beard. Many thoughts and 
descriptions might come to mind, but one thing is for sure — when John started to preach repentance and baptism - You 
and I would be convinced that John was a man of prayer, a man who was committed to the mission that God had given 
him. You see, John was a unique individual. He was filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother's womb. He was 
specially chosen to be the forerunner of our Lord Jesus Christ as he began his earthly ministry. John, led of the spirit, 

Continued on Page 5



5 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 4 Issue 43

Prepare the Way of the Lord
forsook whatever worldly pleasures and rank he may have had as the son of Zacharias, a Levitical priest. He was busy 
preparing the way for the Lord's personal appearance on the scene.

The people's response was terrific. "People poured out of Jerusalem, Judea, and the Jordanian countryside to hear and 
see him in action. There at the Jordan River, those who came to confess their sins were baptized into a changed life."

The response of the people was amazing! “People poured out of Jerusalem, Judea, and the Jordanian countryside to 
hear and see him in action. There at the Jordan River those who came to confess their sins were baptized into a 
changed life.”

They came with sincerity of heart and a desire to change their ways and be ready for the Messiah’s appearance.  It was a 
glorious scene!

But then, the mood changed radically with the appearance of the religious leaders! The religious leaders in Jerusalem 
heard about this upstart, John. known as the Baptizer John wasn't doing things the way they've always been done, at 
least not by them. So these Jerusalem religious leaders sent out some of their Pharisee and Sadducee cronies to spy on 
John.

Who were these guys? Yes, guys, because this was a patriarchal society where women were considered second-class 
citizens. They almost never allowed to be leaders, even though they would have been great leaders if given half a 
chance! Sadly, such an antiquated idea still persists, but I digress.

The Sadducees — were the more liberal of the two groups and denied the existence of angels, spirits, and the 
resurrection form the dead.  

The Pharisees — The word "Pharisee" comes from the Hebrew word "Perushim," which means separated ones. They 
believe that they were separated, unlike the rest of the Jews. They felt they were the favored ones, the holy ones, 
because they attended to every little fine point of the law. In today's terminology, they were the snobbish and privileged 
ones who looked down on others.

The bulk of the Sadducees and Pharisees shared a mutual hatred of Jesus and wanted to get rid of Him because of what 
Jesus did and said! 

When John saw that a lot of Pharisees and Sadducees were showing up for a baptismal experience because it was 
becoming the popular thing to do, he exploded: “Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re doing slithering down here 
to the river? Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is going to make any difference? It’s your life that must 
change, not your skin!” And don’t think you can pull rank by claiming Abraham as father. Being a descendant of 
Abraham is neither here nor there. Descendants of Abraham are a dime a dozen. What counts is your life. Is it green and 
flourishing? Because if it’s deadwood, it goes on the fire.

Not only did Jesus carry on the message of repentance, but He also condemned the hypocrisy of his day's religious 
leaders. For those who can only picture biblical characters with a halo and an angelic smile on their faces 24/7 let’s read 
Jesus’ words both ways…

Technique #1 — Serious — In Matthew 12:34, Jesus said to them, “You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say 
anything good? For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”

Technique #2 — Smiling — In Matthew 12:34, Jesus said to them, “You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say 
anything good? For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”

Continued on Page 6
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Did You notice that John and Jesus only spoke harshly to the hypocritical religious leaders? Otherwise, they spoke 
words of warning, grace, and mercy!

11-12 “I’m baptizing you here in the river, turning your old life in for a kingdom life. The real action comes next: The 
main character in this drama—compared to him I’m a mere stagehand—will ignite the kingdom life within you, a fire 
within you, the Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out. He’s going to clean house—make a clean 
sweep of your lives. He’ll place everything true in its proper place before God; everything false he’ll put out with the 
trash to be burned.”  (The Message)

How can we prepare the way of the Lord in the hearts and minds of those we meet?  Here are some final thoughts:

1) Be Empowered  — by the Sunday service, your Sunday school class, and times of personal and corporate Bible 
Study! Jesus told his followers, “And, behold, I send the promise of the Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on high.”  Luke 24:49

2) Be in Prayer — Jesus knew that the harvest field was greater than any person's or group's efforts to reach. He told 
them to "…ask (pray) the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

3) Be Forewarned —  Not all who hear you will want to hear or receive your message. Some people may even "…
speak evil of you as evildoers…" 1 Peter 3:16 

Jesus said, “If the world hates you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.  If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own: but because you are not of this world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you.” John 15:18 (KJV)

4) Be Fearless and Rejoice —
  

• Rejoice!  Even if the world persecutes you.  Matthew 5:13 “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven.”

• Rejoice!  Even if the very forces of evil are subject unto you in the name of Jesus, don't rejoice in that, but 
rather rejoice because your name is written in heaven. Luke 10:20

• Rejoice, as those souls who God led you to witness of Christ’s love also have their names written down in the 
book of heaven. Luke 10:20

• Rejoice!  Because Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life! John 14:6

5) Lastly, Be on your way (Don’t forget to go!) 

• Mark 16:15 “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”

Conclusion:  God has given us the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to be witnesses in whatever place we should find 
ourselves. He has also given us those in the ministry, “He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-
teacher to train Christ’s followers in skilled servant work, working within Christ’s body, the church, until we’re all 
moving rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to God’s Son, fully mature adults, 
fully developed within and without, fully alive like Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13 (The Message)

 —  Be diligent in prayer! 
 —  Be committed! 
 —  As you go into the world, preach the gospel to every creature.  
 — Prepare the way of the Lord in all that you do and say. Because Jesus still does make personal appearances. But 

he does it through you and me, as we let his light shine through us by living holy and pure lives.

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary
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Childrens Christmas Choir

Many thankls to our Children’s Choir Directoer, Sharon Ard, Shelly Burgess, and Harriet Alexander for making 
this night a very special time of celebrating the Advent/Christmas Season in praise and worship with our 
Childrens Choir!
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 5:30 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY YOUTH 4:30 P.M.
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Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
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Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
December 11, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Isaiah 35:1-10;                                                 
Luke 1:47-55 (UMH 199);                             

James 5:7-10;                                                  
Matthew 11:2-11 

Liturgical Color: Purple or Blue

Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and therefore 
mourning and penitence.  It is the liturgical color 
for the Season of Lent.  It is also the color of 
royalty, so traditionally has also been used for 
Advent and is still used in Catholic churches, 
although Blue Violet is also used. However, Blue 
is replacing purple for Advent in many Protestant 
churches.

Advent


