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Zacchaeus: A Wee Little Man with Eternal Life!
Following right on the heels of last week's parable about the Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector, we have an account of another tax collector for this morning. And once 
again, we also have God's amazing grace, mercy, and Jesus' desire "to seek and save, 
that which was lost!" 

Let's hear this familiar story with an eye to God's mercy and grace!

Luke 19:1-10 "Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. 2 There was a 
man there named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had 
become very rich. 3 He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over the 
crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for Jesus 
was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and 
called him by name. "Zacchaeus!" he said. "Quick, come down! I must be a guest in 
your home today." 6 Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in 
great excitement and joy. 7 But the people were displeased. "He has gone to be the 
guest of a notorious sinner," they grumbled. 8 Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the 
Lord and said, "I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have cheated 
people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!" 9 Jesus responded, 
"Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has shown himself to be a true 
son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are 
lost." (NLT)

As we have heard over the previous weeks, Jesus was steadfastly heading to Jerusalem. 
It was a location that He would be arriving at not far in the future. Just before this 
morning's events, Jesus departed from Samaria and took a side trip to pass through the 
City of Jericho. As one commentator noted, He was passing through Jericho, and He 
was passing through this world, not to stay and live a long life, but to "seek and save 
that which was lost," and He was doing just that, even in this town of Jericho. Jesus 
traveled through Jericho for at least one man who desperately needed to meet Him! His 
name was Zacchaeus. Yes, he is the same "wee little man" who topped the charts for 
quite a while in the Hall of Fame of children's hymns! 

Jericho was quite an interesting place. The commentator, J. Vernon McGee, wrote 
about it by sharing some history. He said that in addition to God giving the city into the 
hands of Joshua, there was also a curse placed on whoever would rebuild it after it was 
destroyed. Not one to miss a challenge, evil King Ahab decided to test this promise. He 
was bountifully rewarded with more misery than he could have counted on.  

Fast-forward to Jesus' day and time...Jericho was like a Las Vegas. It had  a warm 
climate suitable for 1st-century vacationers to get some much-needed R and R! (That's 
Rest and Relaxation for those not in the know!) This was apparently a popular spot 
among the tax collectors as well!

In this locale, Jesus intentionally sought and saved that which was lost!

As Jesus entered Jericho, we are introduced to Zacchaeus, of whom… 

We learn three things about him from the very first verse:
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Across 

1. * One (var. sp.) would have been made with the hide of #41A
5. * Member of an indigenous people of northeastern Nebraska
10. Autumn
14. Twos opposites
15. * Buffy Sainte-___ (Singer-songwriter who wrote "Native North American Child")
16. Hamitic language
17. * They were set to catch beavers (See #43D for a Related Clue)
19. * Northwest Coast Indians were skilled craftsmen who made fine wood carvings, 
and carved things such as these: Markers for ___
21. Initials of a former First Lady
22. eeB retfa retteL
23. Thanks, in Britain
25. "That hurts!"
26. * Said long ago: "Don't you find ___ that even though we were here first, the 
European explorers think they can just come in and take over?" (See #12D for a 
Related Clue)
28. * An ___ captured in battle by the Northwest Coast Indians (which included the 
Bella Coola, Chinook, Haida and Nootka) would be kept as a slave --and regarded as a 
very valuable possession, and marker of wealth
32. * Many indigenous cultures of North America believe in a powerful ___ world
33. * Adolescent (See #10D for a Related Clue)
34. Unemotional, without the "Sto"
36. * Some northern tribes would use stone to make these: ___ Blades
37. "Gotcha!"
38. Smitten
40. "lufn" eht sunim ,yhcA
41. * Animal that was crucial to the survival of the Plains Indians
45. Sports org.
46. Place at an angle
48. * Hard-shelled seed that was part of the diet of many aboriginal peoples
49. Playful trick ...all shook up?
51. Ms. Hinton
52. Duo ...on the fritz?
54. * Weapons in Westerns
56. * They were used to travel by water
60. Perspire (bkwds.)
61. Blood Type: O ___ Negative

62. "Big whoop!"
63. Tic-___-Toe
65. Doc's assistant
66. * European Explorer's comment: "This looks like ___ of some kind. Let's follow it to 
see where it leads."
69. * Dentalia Shells = ___ Shells
71. Ceremonial Staff ...spelled backwards?
73. Thoughts
75. * Algonquian language
76. Types of fish
77. Suit
78. Sort of Sovereign

Down 

1. * Beautifully carved pole
2. Concerning, for short
3. * Ceremonial Calumet
4. AOL, e.g.
5. Mantric word
6. Periodic Publication, punily
7. * Weapon used in battle
8. * Henry Wadsworth Longfellow poem about a legendary hero: "The Song of 
___" (1855)
9. "l" eht sunim ,taeM fo epyT
10. * A boy who was a #33A might have gone through an initiation ceremony to enter 
adulthood that involved ___ or going out all alone into the wilderness for a period of 
time
11. * Navajo artists are renowned for creating beautiful jewelry of silver. Question: What 
is the symbol for silver?
12. * Treaties sometimes are passed to resolve injustices concerning these
13. * ___ Dunmore's War (The white man against the Shawnee, Delaware, Wyandot and 
Cayuga)
18. Certain Caps ...flipped around?
20. Ireland
24. Pierre's Pal
27. Singer (Initials) of Black Sabbath
29. Finial on a Fish ...but it's backwards?
30. Metallic Element, minus the "trium"
31. Not fake
32. * Ceremony of the Hopi
35. * Where some of the Mohave people were from, without the "fornia"
36. Legendary rock group
37. Situated at the Stern of a Ship
39. * An oral history was passed down by the ___ of indigenous clans
42. Sort of Sloth
43. * Native Americans partook in the ___ with the Europeans
44. * In search of food, it's how aboriginal peoples roamed the land before the Europeans 
introduced the horse to the New World
47. * Dome-shaped dwellings
50. Ginger's follower
53. * Piece of timber in a traditional structure
54. Sun God, in Egyptian Mythology
55. And Outs starter
57. Sticky Stuff, without the "Gl"
58. * Tribe leader
59. * Reddish earth used for decoration
60. * It would be used to create various structures and things: ___ Bark
64. * In past times, some people would make ___ from plants such as the sassafras or 
wintergreen
67. Chest bone
68. Landowner, without the "rd"
70. * On the 10th day of this mo. the war at #13D ended at Point Pleasant, West Virginia
72. Mr. Pacino
74. Road, for short
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Communication
November 3, 2022 | 
HOUSTON, Texas

The Rev. Laura Merrill, 
currently serving the Rio 
Texas Conference, has been 
assigned to the Arkansas 
Annual Conference as 
Bishop for two years, 
beginning January 1, 2023. 
Delegates elected Laura 

Merrill, age 59, at the South Central Jurisdiction’s meeting 
at First United Methodist Church in Houston, on the first 
ballot on November 2, 2022. She received 99 votes and 
needed 77 votes to be elected.

Merrill was elected by the South Central Jurisdiction’s 160 
total delegates, an equal number of United Methodist 
clergy and laity, from the 12 Annual Conferences forming 
the South Central Jurisdiction. 

Merrill was the endorsed candidate of the Rio Texas 
Conference (2020 and 2022) and the South Central 
Jurisdiction Women’s Leadership Team (2020).

She has been Central District superintendent for the Rio 
Texas Conference since 2021 and on the conference cabinet 
since 2010.

Before her current position, she was assistant to the bishop 
and director of clergy excellence for Rio Texas. A former 
church secretary, she served as assistant to the dean and 
director of communications for Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University before becoming associate 
pastor at a church in Victoria, Texas, then pastor of 
churches in Los Fresnos and Wimberley, Texas.

Merrill also served as a missionary in Chile for the Desert 
Southwest Conference.

She received a bachelor’s degree in international studies 
from Southwestern University in 1984 and a master’s in 
divinity from Candler in 1995.

A third-generation United Methodist pastor, she has two 
children.

In The United Methodist Church, bishops are ordained 
elders who are called to “lead and oversee the spiritual and 

temporal affairs of The United Methodist Church.” Bishops, 
in consultation with district superintendents, are responsible 
for appointing clergy. They also preside at annual 
conferences, jurisdictional conferences, and General 
Conference, the denomination’s top lawmaking assembly.
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(1) His Name,
(2) Not only was he a Tax collector, but he was "a chief tax collector," and 
(3) He was rich!

Let's consider those things as we look at Zacchaeus' life:

His Name — The name "Zacchaeus" means "pure," and I can well imagine some folks of his day may have laughed a 
bit and thought within themselves, "Zacchaeus? Pure? Yeah, right, pure greed!" When he was named as a baby, I have 
little doubt that the hope and prayer of his parents would be that he would live up to his given name and live a pure and 
holy life in God's sight! But something happened along life's dusty trails. As he grew to adulthood, there was a decision 
point in his life. He could have entered into an honest and noble profession or taken the easy route and sell-out to the 
Roman government and his people by becoming a tax collector. As we all know, he took the latter route, and with it, he 
would have been ostracized from his own people and faith community. 
 
A Chief Tax Collector –- He was not only a universally despised tax collector but also "a chief tax collector." He was 
the Godfather of taxes in his region! As such, he would have been considered something akin to Don Corleone, "I've got 
an offer you can't refuse!" I suspect that much finagling, bribery, and dirty dealings must have gone into acquiring such 
a position.
He was Rich — We know that the tax collectors were generally considered despicable in many ways. Zacchaeus was 
probably no different, and that is how he got rich. How did such fellows get rich? Despite whom it hurt, he worked his 
job for all it was worth! If he went to collect taxes from a widow who could not pay, he would put said widow out onto 
the street to be homeless, and so forth! 

So there we have Zacchaeus' life in a rotten little nutshell!

Before we go on, let me ask you a quick question or two, 

"Have you ever done something wrong, hurt someone's feelings, and felt that you needed to make amends with that 
person and seek forgiveness from God?
  
Or have you ever felt that you may have gone too far and that God could never forgive you for your sins?

Deep within His heart, Zacchaeus may have felt that way before Jesus arrived on the scene. Despite his position and 
wealth, something was eating at him inside. It was most likely a combination of God's Holy Spirit and his conscience! 
He had undoubtedly heard about Jesus and His love and grace toward tax collectors and other sinners. So when this 
small parade of individuals went through Jericho, he wasted no time and ran ahead of the procession to climb a 
sycamore tree to see Jesus!  

After climbing the tree for a better vantage point from which to see Jesus, he was shocked when Jesus spotted him. 
Jesus not only already knew him and knew him by name, but He desired to be a guest in his home!  

Luke 19:5 says, When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by name. "Zacchaeus!" he said. 
"Quick, come down! I must be a guest in your home today." 

Although we're not privy to the conversation in Zacchaeus' house, we get a glimpse of his response to Jesus and His 
offer of fellowship!

Luke tells us that Zacchaeus "… quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy!"

A little bell went off in my head when I read those three words, "received Him joyfully," they sparked a biblical 
connection for me. The Apostle John wrote, "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, to those who believe in His name:" John 1:12



5 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 4 Issue 38

Zacchaeus: A Wee Little Man with Eternal Life!
I believe that Zacchaeus was ready to do more than receive Jesus as his dinner guest. Still, he was prepared to receive 
Him as his Lord and Savior with forgiveness and eternal life as a free gift. This should have made the complaining 
crowds present that day jump for joy. Despite Zacchaeus' joy at the reception of Jesus into his home and life, some 
complained! I suspect they didn't want him to be happy and be made right with God for all of his evil doings! Like 
Jonah, who wanted the Ninevites punished rather than forgiven, it's possible they wanted a similar punishment for him! 
Ahem, something like that would never happen today, would it?  

But I digress…

We don't know what was said in his house. Neither do we know how long Jesus stayed in Zacchaeus' house. Still, we 
see that he emerged as a saved man from his former sinful state. He showed the "fruit of repentance" that coincides with 
a life transformed by accepting Jesus as the Lord and Savior.  

Jesus then declared Zacchaeus' new condition and the purpose of His mission. Jesus said, "Today salvation has come to 
this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was 
lost."

And so ends our passage for this morning, but what can we take from it?

As a reminder, we had a "wee little fellow" who chose the wrong path in life: 

It was a path that led him to be despised and rejected by his own people, 
It was a path that rewarded him for doing heartless things to the weak and helpless folks of his day and time. 
It also led him away from God and perhaps even to the point of near hopelessness that God would ever forgive him of 
his sins. 

But luckily for Zacchaeus, there was a path to forgiveness of sin, freedom from the power of sin, and salvation – all 
through Jesus Christ and God's amazing grace! [see John 14:6]

This morning, perhaps you, too, have taken the wrong path in life and have done things that you think will prevent you 
from coming back to God, just like Zacchaeus may have thought!  

If You Don't Know Him - If so, I want to give you a word of encouragement right now. The same Jesus and that very 
same grace are here for you this morning. If you desire to see and receive Jesus for who He is, as Lord and Savior, know 
that He is calling you right now. Come and receive Him by grace through faith, and you too can rejoice in the 
confidence that salvation will have come to your house and life this day!

If You Know Him - Since you know Jesus as your Lord and Savior, I want to encourage you that we are to be His 
followers, His disciples, ones who continue His mission in this world of seeking out the lost and letting them know of 
the grace, mercy, and salvation that He offers as a free gift!

You have been blessed to be a blessing, so be one….

Pastor Gary
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 5:30 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY YOUTH 4:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 5:30 P.M.
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Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
November 6, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Haggai 1:15b-2:9;                                         
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 (UMH 857);            

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17;                   
Luke 20:27-38 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time between 
Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost) and 
the beginning of Advent.

Fall Fest — 2022


