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Why Church? — Part 4 — Mentors
2 Timothy 1:1-14 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of 
Christ Jesus. I have been sent out to tell others about the life he has promised through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 2 I am writing to Timothy, my dear son. May God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Lord give you grace, mercy, and peace.

[Encouragement to Be Faithful]

3 Timothy, I thank God for you—the God I serve with a clear conscience, just as my 
ancestors did. Night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 I long to see 
you again, for I remember your tears as we parted. And I will be filled with joy when 
we are together again. 5 I remember your genuine faith, for you share the faith that first 
filled your grandmother Lois and your mother, Eunice. And I know that same faith 
continues strong in you. 6 This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift 
God gave you when I laid my hands on you. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear 
and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline. 8 So never be ashamed to tell 
others about our Lord. And don’t be ashamed of me, either, even though I’m in prison 
for him. With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the sake of the 
Good News. 9 For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not 
because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from before the beginning of 
time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus. 10 And now he has made all of this 
plain to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus, our Savior. He broke the power of death 
and illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Good News. 11 And God 
chose me to be a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of this Good News. 12 That is why I 
am suffering here in prison. But I am not ashamed of it, for I know the one in whom I 
trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until the day of 
his return. 13 Hold on to the pattern of wholesome teaching you learned from me—a 
pattern shaped by the faith and love that you have in Christ Jesus. 14 Through the power 
of the Holy Spirit who lives within us, carefully guard the precious truth that has been 
entrusted to you. (NLT)

One day, two old church 
friends cross paths in a 
coffee shop to catch up. 
“ H o w ’ s S e c o n d 
Denominational Church 
these days?” asks one.

The other responds, “Oh, we 
don’t attend there anymore. 
W e d i d n ’ t l i k e t h e 
_________________.”

W e ’ v e h e a r d t h a t 
conversation, haven’t we? That blank can be long enough to catch a garbage can full of 
grumblings. Things like, “The worship was too contemporary.” “The worship was too 
traditional.” “We didn’t connect with our small group.” “The student ministry didn’t 
do enough events for the kids.” “They were always asking for our money.” And so on, 
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Across 

1. * Trick or ___!
6. Particular Poker
10. * Scary Serpent Sound
13. * Fearsome Forums
14. Domain, diminutively
15. In real time
16. Morning indicator on a digital clock
17. Big, briefly
18. Christie or Karenina
19. Brewage
20. Atomic #51
21. Not them
23. Brief Boxing Blow
24. * Pumpkin verb
26. State in the U.S.A.
27. * A What is Worrisome for a Werewolf?
30. Attribute
32. Rocky version
33. Guido's note
34. As well
35. * They complete a Devil's costume
38. Crown of Osiris
41. Ordinals, briefly
43. * Motel of Madness and Murder
45. Flightless Flapper
46. "Enough" to a Scot
48. Small dog, with "Apso"
50. Sick
53. Cubic Centimeter
55. Conjunction in Cannes
56. French: Room
58. * Enter one ...if you dare!!!
63. Mother, for short
64. Heard at Home: "So, do you want to play Hangman ___-tac-toe 

now?"
65. Cummings the Poet
66. Father, for short
67. Prefix that means "Egg"
68. Beatles Bassist
69. Hoop completer
71. Kiri Kanawa connecter
73. Kenzaburo the Writer
74. "Rifle Range" in Rouen
75. Title in Turkey
76. * They celebrated Samhain
78. Unit of currency in Japan
79. Squabble
80. Arrogant ones

Down 

1. * Decor of the Dead
2. Motor Home, for short
3. Slimy Swimmer
4. * Emotion felt during a Halloween Horror movie
5. Mr. Eliot
6. * Vampire Vamooser
7. Pavarotti, for one
8. * Human ash Holder at Halloween
9. * Creepy Character
10. Speak Snappishly
11. Find the sum
12. * Goodies at Halloween
13. * Corpse Carrier
22. Initials of John and Yoko's son
25. Winged
27. Therefore
28. Word with Infection
29. Exist
31. Unit of weight in Malaysia
36. Russian River
37. Heard amongst Sailors: "I'd like the ___ be a bit less choppy today, 
wouldn't you?"
39. Mr. Jannings
40. * Eerie night lights
42. Prefix that means "Sleep"
44. Acronym on the Skipper's ship
47. * Scary Spellbinders
49. * Heard at Halloween: "I think I'm going to go ___ this year, you guys!"
51. * Nature's Halloween decorations
52. * Spooky Spirits
54. Corbusier Completer
57. Initials of a really smart person
59. Shaw of Songs
60. Complete reversal of travel direction
61. Writer sister of Nora Ephron
62. Towards the Sky
70. Official in the World Series, for short
72. Pridefulness
76. Note Notation
77. Near the area occupied
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“All Hallow’s Eve” —  Solution

n 

Greetings in the name of 
Christ Jesus, our Lord! I hope 
this week has been a blessing 
to you. 

As you might know, the 
United Methodist Church is 
navigating some challenging 
and uncharted territory. 
Several factors have brought 
us to this unique day and time 
in United Methodist history. 
Despite that, I believe we can 
navigate these choppy waters 
and come through victorious 

when the current theological storm abates. "Theological Storm, 
what storm?" In a nutshell, our theological storm is in the area 
of church doctrine. 

Some brothers and sisters in Christ feel differently about our 
doctrines. Some believe that we should change some of our 
doctrinal stances. Others disagree. As such, there has been 
vigorous theological debate over the years. By the way, this 
storm has been brewing for many years now.

Over the past 6-months, we have periodically kept everyone 
abreast of the latest happenings in The Visitor and The 
Magnolia Messenger.   

Our bishop instructed all pastors not to take one side but to 
leave church discussions to our church leadership. 
Unfortunately, not all pastors have followed this strong 
recommendation by our bishop. If you were wondering, our 
leadership has not been idly sitting by. We have all been 
watching other churches make big mistakes and have seen the 
trauma and hurt of doing things in the wrong way. Our 
leadership loves you as brothers and sisters in Christ, family, 
and friends. Therefore, we all want to sidestep anything 
potentially hurtful to this beautiful body of believers. 

After carefully watching the hurtful errors of other pastors and 
churches, on August 28, 2022, we began the first of a short 
series of public information sessions during the Sunday morning 
service. Administrative Council chair, Steve Card, spoke about 
the basics of our current theological debate. One of his 
emphases was to articulate our approach to this potentially 
divisive issue. Steve said that we will carefully look at this issue 
with every church member having a voice in this matter. One of 
the errors of other churches is that they only allowed those of 
the same mindset to have a voice and a vote. We will not make 
this same error!

On September 11, 2022, our Lay Leader, Steve Nipper, will 
continue the discussion with a more detailed explanation of this 
process.  

I will leave any follow-up sessions needed to the capable hands 

of the men and women on our leadership committees. 
If you have any questions about the state of the church, local, 
national, or global, please get in touch with Steve Card, Steve 
Nipper, or myself. We will all try our best to lovingly and 
graciously respond. If we don't know an answer, we will 
research and return with the best answer we can find to anyone's 
questions.

Let us pray for God's leading and discernment as we go forward, 
and let us do it following Jesus' call to love God and others.

Mark 12:28-32 Now one of the scribes had come up and heard 
their debate. Noticing how well Jesus had answered them, he 
asked Him, "Which commandment is the most important of 
all?" 29 Jesus replied, "This is the most important: 'Hear O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is One. 30 Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.'  31 The second is this: 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself.'  No other commandment is greater than 
these." 32 "Right, Teacher," the scribe replied. "You have stated 
correctly that God is One and there is no other but Him, 33 and to 
love Him with all your heart and with all your understanding and 
with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, 
which is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices." 34 When Jesus saw that the man had answered wisely, 
He said, "You are not far from the kingdom of God."
And no one dared to question Him any further.

Blessings,

Pastor Gary



4 of 8 The Magnolia Messenger

Why Church? — Part 4 — Mentors

Continued on Page 5

Volume 4 Issue 37

ad infinitum, ad nauseum!

But the really tough one is when the blank inficates that we are the reason someone someone goes to the fictitious 
Second Denominational Church! 

This morning's message offers a fourth reason why we go to church: We desire, or at least hopefully, spiritual growth in 
our lives and church!

So what is the role of the pastor, leadership, Bible teachers, and mentors in the church? It’s a fair question, so let’s 
consider it for a moment or two. Or even three!  Lol

In Paragraph 340 of the United Methodist Book of Discipline, we read, “The responsibilities of elders are derived from 
the authority given in ordination. Elders have a fourfold ministry of Word, Sacrament, Order, and Service and thus serve 
in the local church and in extension ministries in witness and service of Christ's love and justice. Elders are authorized 
to preach and teach the Word, to provide pastoral care and counsel, to administer the sacraments, and to order the life of 
the church for service in mission and ministry as pastors, superintendents, and bishops.”  

There are a variety of subheadings under the headings Word, Sacrament, Order, and Service. I won’t list them out 
but let me tell you some things that are not explicitly described and then connect them with the expected response of the 
body of believers in every church.

Paul was a leader and a shepherd who talked the talk and walked the walk. In 2 Timothy 1, Paul encouraged Timothy to 
be a good leader. In doing so, Paul is also offering us several insights concerning the nature of effective leadership 
within the church, the paid and the unpaid leadership. 

Connected to the people (vv. 3-4)

In verses 3 and 4, Paul was praying for Timothy. There is a longing to see him, and how the relationship he developed 
with Timothy has deeply impacted them both. But as he did, you can sense the love in his remembrance of their shared 
times together. 

Question time: Were Paul’s love and emotions things to be avoided like the plague or lived out in our lives?  

That’s a good question because we are all so very emotionally different. Let’s allow Paul to answer that question. In 1 
Corinthians 11:1, he simply wrote, “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.”

Paul was not perfect, neither am I, and I hate to tell you, but neither are you. We are, hopefully, striving to go on to 
Christian perfection, which is loving others as Christ loved us and walking as He walked.

Most people need the kind of spiritual leadership that is interactive, relational, caring, and full of feeling. What a 
beautiful ideal, but our world seems to undergo varying cycles of acceptable emotional expressions. This is true for any 
gender or age, but it is much more noticeable for guys than ladies. 

At one point it was en vogue for guys, young and old, to be the strong, stoic type who let nothing bother them because 
that was characteristic of being a real man. The nearly emotionless and usually compassionless guys were the epitome 
of being a guy. They were and are the most likely to undergo a nervous breakdown from no outlet for their pent-up 
emotions. What a tragedy for our young men. Our young ladies have their own set of teaching that can cause a unique 
set of problems as well.

I’ll cover this from the guy’s perspective since I have a fair amount of experience in this arena.  Shawn Doyle 
summarizes many of our early life “training” quite well… 
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Doyle wrote, “If boys expressed emotions, they were made fun of, chastised, bullied and made to feel they were being 
feminine. Being in any way, shape, fashion or form feminine was not acceptable in the time and place where I grew up. 
Boys could express positive emotions but were definitely not allowed to express sad emotions.” 

We had to be tough as nails, even if our hearts were breaking! 

I heard statements like these, and maybe you were the victim of them too: 

• “Big boys don’t cry.”
• “Suck it up.”
• “Act like a man.”
• “Be the man.”
• “Be tough.”
• “Keep your chin up.”
• “Don’t act like a girl.”
• “Be strong.”
• And the more recent and equally disgusting, “Man up!”

It was considered a sign of weakness to show emotions even when your heart was breaking. To use a popular 
expression, virtue signaling, the more stoic you could appear then, the "more manly" and "in charge" you supposedly 
were. I know how my world was in growing up, but I wonder what has happened to the men and women of today, many 
of whom show little evident compassion for others. 

Forget the world for a moment. What has happened to the church as a place of love, grace, and mercy? 

If we can't show each other love, grace, and mercy, then our witness is pretty pathetic!

God help us if this is how we think we should be as real men, real women, and real children of faith!

By the way, did Jesus ever cry?  Yes, there aren’t many recorded incidences, but here are two that stand out to me.

(1) At the news that Lazarus had died, we read His response in the shortest verse in the Bible, “Jesus wept.” (John 
11:35)

(2) Jesus wept over Jerusalem, for they had missed their time of visitation. Matthew 23:37-39 and Luke 19:41-44

Do you get the idea?

Pastors, church leaders, mentors, and worshippers don't need to be blubbering at the drop of a hat, lest that become the 
latest variant of virtue signaling. But we do need to be "real" and relatable people. 

Yes, there are times to be tough, particularly with the many bullies in the world, and, sadly, you can even find them in 
the church, but to those who are hurting, we need to show them authentic love, care, and compassion. Stoicism and 
destructive platitudes like “You need to pull yourself up by your bootstraps!” Such sayings are worthless insults to 
those who are down and hurting.  By the way, they

Being an authentic leader means loving others as Christ loved us, with compassion, care, and the full spectrum of our 
emotions!

Inspiring life change — (vv. 6-8, 13-14) 

What's more likely to produce growth in most people — information from a pastor or inspiration from them? Most of us 
would look back and say inspiration trumped information in encouraging our spiritual growth. But we still need them 
both!
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That's what Paul is demonstrating here. Sure enough, he's instructing Timothy — but he's calling to his heart. He's also 
hoping to reignite his soul.  

You might ask, “How do we reignite our souls?”

Great question, but do you really want to know?

It comes through regular times of being together for worship, but it doesn’t stop there.  It goes on to other corporate 
times of spiritual growth through Bible studies, Sunday school classes, sharing your faith groups, social events within 
the church, personal study, reflection on the Scriptures, and devotional reading.  

When we don't partake in these activities, we can become spiritually dull, listless, and less than stellar witnesses for 
Christ. There are plenty of avenues to be inspired, but if you don't take advantage of them, our church and the kingdom 
lose out on the witness you should be!

If you're dead, dry, and dull, be honest and get out of your comfort zone and follow Paul's advice in verse 6, where he 
told Timothy, "to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you…."

III. What is another role of the pastor, mentors, and church leaders? 

Once again, we have Paul to the rescue!

Ephesians 4:11-12 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, (NKJV)

Not sure what that means?  Let’s try the NLT…

Ephesians 4:11-12 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and 
the pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility [the pastor’s job description] is to equip God’s people to do his work 
and build up the church, the body of Christ. (NLT)

Spiritual leadership means offering people the tools to succeed as Christians. 

To quote theologian Dale Ralph Davis, “The role of a preacher: afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted.”

The problem today is that the afflicted are often afraid to admit their pains, hurts, and flaws, while the comfortable feel 
so superior to others by their “personal privilege” that they refuse to be afflicted! 

How Should the Body of Christ Respond? (1 Corinthians 11:1)

Paul switches to the first person here when he says, “Follow me as I follow Christ,” He isn’t just teaching about the 
Christian life; he models it to the best of his ability. Paul put his hands and feet where his words have gone. Puts flesh 
on it.

But there is another accept of stirring up your soul. In verse 6, Paul wrote, “This is why I remind you to fan into flames 
the spiritual gift God gave you.…”

Who should fan it?  In this case, Timothy.  In our case, it’s us!

We’re all a product of our worldly teaching and a smattering of Christian teaching. 

We are called to be the hands and feet of Christ Jesus. We have also received the Great Commission to make disciples 
of Jesus.

Why Church? — Part 4 — Mentors
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What is The UMC's view of Halloween?
The word "Halloween" (or "Hallowe'en") means "the evening of Hallows."
"Hallows" is an older English way of saying "saints" — so, the Evening of Saints.

But why "the evening?" Many ancient cultures in the Mediterranean world and the Middle East, including 
Jewish cultures, understood the day as beginning with sunset rather than sunrise. This is why Genesis one 
says, "And it was evening, and it was morning, day one." (Genesis 1:5). Because the day began with sunset, 
the first worship service of a given day would be the evening service.

Put it all together and Halloween refers to the first service of worship for All Saints Day. That day falls on 
November 1 in the Western Christianity. That's why All Saints Eve (Halloween) is observed on the evening of 
Oct. 31. 

So where or how did this observance get connected to jack-o-lanterns, ghosts, things that go bump in the 
night, and trick or treating? That connection comes from popular festivals already happening in many cultures 
worldwide to celebrate the midpoints between a solstice and an equinox, sometimes referred to as "cross-
quarter days." Some cultures understood these as transition times where the lines between realms may become 
the thinnest.

The Celtic festival of Samhain fell at the cross-quarter day between autumn and winter, between warmth and 
cold, between harvest and dormancy for the earth, and so, metaphorically, between life and death.

Christian missionaries and bishops, particularly in England and parts of Western Europe, had concerns that 
some of these practices and beliefs ran counter to the Christian understanding of the resurrection of the dead. 
The church, beginning in the eighth century, added prayers to Christian masses remembering the dead and 
anticipating their resurrection. These were some of the first prayers connected to celebrations later known as 
All Saints Day (November 1) and All Souls Day (November 2). 

All Saints included prayers for those the church had specifically designated as saints because of their 
particularly holy lives pointing dramatically to Christ at work in them. All Souls included prayers for all 
within the church who had died within the past year.

United Methodists and most Protestants have no "official saints." Thus, we usually combine All Saints and 
All Souls into a single observance. This celebration in the church accents our understanding of holiness in this 
life and our hope for resurrection in the age to come.

Cultural Halloween celebrations in the communities in which many of us live have continued to evolve 
alongside the church celebrations. Many local churches offer safe alternatives to traditional door-to-door 
trick-or-treating. Others focus more on giving than receiving. Collecting for UNICEF or giving Fair Trade 
chocolate are ideas for using the occasion to "treat" or give to others.These activities need not be seen as 
either defining or limiting the Christian observance of All Saints. Our role in the church is to proclaim our 
own witness to what makes for holiness (becoming one of the "hallows") in this life, and our hope for the 
resurrection of the dead and the fullness of life in the new creation in the age to come. 

This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications.
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 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 5:30 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.
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Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
October 30, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Reformation Sunday

Habakuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4;                                         
Psalm 119:137-144;                                             

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12;                                  
Luke 19:1-10 

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time between 
Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost) and 
the beginning of Advent.

Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 
19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.”

Why Church?  The church is our place to be built up in the faith, to learn to love God with the totality of your being 
and to love your neighbor as you love yourself. Thus becoming the witnesses God has commanded us all to be!

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary

Why Church? — Part 4 — Mentors


