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World Communion — 2022
This morning we celebrate World Communion Sunday. World Communion Sunday is 
celebrated every year on the first Sunday in October. It’s a day in which Christians 
around the world celebrate Holy Communion as an expression of their Christian faith 
and unity. And so, for this morning, we will deviate from this week’s Lectionary 
passage and read some very familiar words from the Apostle Paul.

1 Corinthians 11:23-32 For I pass on to you what I received from the Lord himself. On 
the night when he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some bread 24 and gave thanks to 
God for it. Then he broke it in pieces and said, "This is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this to remember me." 25 In the same way, he took the cup of wine after supper, 
saying, "This cup is the new covenant between God and his people-an agreement 
confirmed with my blood. Do this to remember me as often as you drink it." 26 For every 
time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord's death until he 
comes again.  27 So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord unworthily 
is guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 That is why you should 
examine yourself before eating the bread and drinking the cup. 29 For if you eat the 
bread or drink the cup without honoring the body of Christ, you are eating and drinking 
God's judgment upon yourself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and sick and some 
have even died.  31 But if we would examine ourselves, we would not be judged by God in 
this way. 32 Yet when we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will 
not be condemned along with the world.  (NLT)

I don't believe that any of us partake of the Lord's Supper lightly or in an "unworthy 
manner," as Paul was speaking about in this passage. Still, I believe it might benefit us 
all to take a closer look at what it should or at least could, mean for each of us as we 
examine ourselves.  

When we come to the Lord's table, it would be wise to take a fourfold look:

1. We Look Back – In verse 26, Paul 
writes, “For every time you eat this 
bread and drink this cup, you are 
announcing the Lord's death until he 
comes again." (NKJV)

First, we look back and remember the 
cross. We remember our Lord's 
sacrifice, and with horror-filled eyes, 
we look at the brutality of the cross and 
marvel at how He gave himself as the 
perfect Lamb of God as a sacrifice for 

us all so that “…whosoever...believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” 
(John 3:16c)

We marvel at it all, and even though we've heard those familiar words so many times, I 
wonder if we really appreciate the depth of His love for us. Without witnessing the 
brutality of it or anything even remotely like it, I suspect that we can't truly grasp it all, 
but let's consider at least a part of it. Let me ask a question. “Did He make this sacrifice 
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Across 

1. * April showers bring ___ flowers!
4. * Gardener's comment: "I want to ___ some flowers to create a 
gorgeous bouquet."
8. Sharif of the Silver Screen
12. Salad Dressing ingredient
13. * Type of #30D
15. * Romantic flowers
17. Tropical bird
18. * Beautiful flower in a garden
19. * Flower Pot, with Terra
20. * Holland flower
22. Terminate, minus the "se"
23. * Like flowers at a florist's ...but backwards?
24. Stead
26. Title for Paul McCartney ...all jumbled up?
28. Fish eggs
29. * Lovely-colored flowers
32. "All the Young ___" (Song by Mott the Hoople)
34. * Flowers are often depicted in it
35. * A flower grows on a plant which might grow from a bulb or a 
what?
37. Bounced cheque letters
38. Promo in the newspaper
40. Camping's follower
42. * Droop, like a flower
44. Ms. Spelling
46. notniH .sM
47. Sports org.
50. Went down the snowy hill
53. Disguise part
54. Deciduous tree
56. * These flowers can be of various colors
58. Address Abbr.
60. Commotion

61. Told a Tale ...but backwards?
62. * Type of flower: Forget-__-___
64. Jet's partner
66. * Flower part
70. * Plant that has reddish-orange flowers (bkwds.)
71. Dreaded bacteria
73. ___-de-France (Historical region of France)
74. Shoe material
75. Room: French
76. Cacharel perfume
77. Mix the ingredients
78. Farm sounds
79. Barbie's crush

Down 

1. Castle protection
2. Aboriginal person of Japan
3. * regiT htiw ,rewolf fo epyT
4. * Flowers in Flanders Fields
5. Anger
6. * Showy flowers
7. Cows, archaically
8. * Some flowers
9. Sounds from #7D
10. * Flowers of the Fall
11. 70's fashions, for example
14. Horsecarts (bkwds.)
16. Umpire's call!
21. Sick
25. Summer: French
27. * Some flowers need lots of it, while others don't
29. * Place for the bouquet at #4A
30. * Flower with sword-shaped leaves
31. Baseball legend
33. Immature newt
36. Movie of 1981, with Boot
38. Song for a solo voice
39. * What the gardener does before planting the flowers
41. Compass point
43. * Funnel-shaped flower
45. Be indebted to
48. * Low-growing shrub with pinkish-purple flowers
49. Math acronym
51. Suffix to "Material"
52. * Wild flowers
54. * Plant that has yellowish flowers: Herb ___
55. * Flower gardeners might fill watering cans from these
57. Building extension ...in reverse?
58. * Said in Spring: "I ___ anxious to see how those flower bulbs we 
planted will grow as you are."
59. Planet
63. Prefix to "logy" ...but it's in reverse?
65. "RSSU eht ni ___" :gnos seltaeB
67. * Pretty flower color
68. * Succulent plant with flowers
69. Svelte
72. Completely (bkwds.)



3 of 10 The Magnolia Messenger

The State of the Church
Volume 4 Issue 35-36

“Flowers” —  Solution

n 

Greetings in the name of 
Christ Jesus, our Lord! I hope 
this week has been a blessing 
to you. 

As you might know, the 
United Methodist Church is 
navigating some challenging 
and uncharted territory. 
Several factors have brought 
us to this unique day and time 
in United Methodist history. 
Despite that, I believe we can 
navigate these choppy waters 
and come through victorious 

when the current theological storm abates. "Theological Storm, 
what storm?" In a nutshell, our theological storm is in the area 
of church doctrine. 

Some brothers and sisters in Christ feel differently about our 
doctrines. Some believe that we should change some of our 
doctrinal stances. Others disagree. As such, there has been 
vigorous theological debate over the years. By the way, this 
storm has been brewing for many years now.

Over the past 6-months, we have periodically kept everyone 
abreast of the latest happenings via The Visitor and The 
Magnolia Messenger.   

Our bishop instructed all pastors not to take one side but to 
leave church discussions to our church leadership. 
Unfortunately, not all pastors have followed this strong 
recommendation by our bishop. If you were wondering, our 
leadership has not been idly sitting by. We have all been 
watching other churches make big mistakes and have seen the 
trauma and hurt of doing things in the wrong way. Our 
leadership loves you as brothers and sisters in Christ, family, 
and friends. Therefore, we all want to sidestep anything 
potentially hurtful to this beautiful body of believers. 

After carefully watching the hurtful errors of other pastors and 
churches, on August 28, 2022, we began the first of a short 
series of public information sessions during the Sunday morning 
service. Administrative Council chair, Steve Card, spoke about 
the basics of our current theological debate. One of his 
emphases was to articulate our approach to this potentially 
divisive issue. Steve said that we will carefully look at this issue 
with every church member having a voice in this matter. One of 
the errors of other churches is that they only allowed those of 
the same mindset to have a voice and a vote. We will not make 
this same error!

On September 11, 2022, our Lay Leader, Steve Nipper, will 
continue the discussion with a more detailed explanation of this 
process.  

I will leave any follow-up sessions needed to the capable hands 

of the men and women on our leadership committees. 
If you have any questions about the state of the church, local, 
national, or global, please get in touch with Steve Card, Steve 
Nipper, or myself. We will all try our best to lovingly and 
graciously respond. If we don't know an answer, we will 
research and return with the best answer we can find to anyone's 
questions.

Let us pray for God's leading and discernment as we go forward, 
and let us do it following Jesus' call to love God and others.

Mark 12:28-32 Now one of the scribes had come up and heard 
their debate. Noticing how well Jesus had answered them, he 
asked Him, "Which commandment is the most important of 
all?" 29 Jesus replied, "This is the most important: 'Hear O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is One. 30 Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.'  31 The second is this: 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself.'  No other commandment is greater than 
these." 32 "Right, Teacher," the scribe replied. "You have stated 
correctly that God is One and there is no other but Him, 33 and to 
love Him with all your heart and with all your understanding and 
with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, 
which is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices." 34 When Jesus saw that the man had answered wisely, 
He said, "You are not far from the kingdom of God."
And no one dared to question Him any further.

Blessings,

Pastor Gary
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only for His first-century followers?” No! No wonder the hymn was entitled “Amazing Grace!” It's amazing because 
He did this out of love! The Apostle Paul wrote, "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8). 

Hear it again, while we were still sinners and possibly even enemies of the gospel of Christ, God loved us with a love 
without limits! For most of us, it might be easier, not easy, mind you, but easier to sacrifice yourself for a close friend, 
family member, or loved one, but to sacrifice yourself for someone who hates you goes beyond our limited human 
comprehension.  

Along with life in general and working as a police officer for a portion of my life, I can tell you how some folks treat 
those they hate. Some folks go way beyond being rude and enter into the realms of slander, harassment, and returning 
hate for hate with the destruction of personal property. Sometimes, this escalates to physical violence with pushing and 
shoving and, in the most extreme cases, to homicide! That's, unfortunately, how some folks respond to hate, rejection, 
and unfair treatment.  

So, what did Jesus do in the face of the hatred, rejection, and unfair treatment He faced? Out of His infinite love and 
compassion, He gave Himself for anyone who would place their trust in Him for their salvation, even to those who 
would rather see Him dead! 

So, first, we look back at His sacrifice and infinite love.  And next….

2. We Look Within Ourselves – Paul wrote in Verse 28, “That is why you should examine yourself before eating the 
bread and drinking the cup.”  

This second "look" calls us to look deeply into our lives here and now. Part of our time together for Holy Communion is 
meant for us to rejoice as we remember the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ and his love for us. Still, we must also 
spend some time searching our souls and repenting of any wrong turns in life that we may have taken or are currently 
taking. Paul said that this time of soul-searching is an examination, and as difficult as that might be for us, that is 
precisely what Paul has called us to do. 

Have you ever seen someone wearing a perfectly awful outfit, and you wondered if they bothered to look in the mirror 
before they went out? Those guilty of such a blatant fashion faux pas might not even realize that they are walking, 
talking billboards for bad fashion sense; it could be anything from poor lighting at home, less-than-perfect vision, or any 
other factors! But whatever the case, it's painfully obvious to even the most casual observer that something is quite 
amiss with their wardrobe selection or other grooming tasks!

In our passage for this morning, Paul was writing to the Church in Corinth!  This was not some sweet little, modest 
community by any means! The Bible commentator William Barclay wrote, “It, Corinth… was a port city…but it was 
also a bi-word for evil living.”  The very word - korinthiazesthai – “to live like a Corinthian” - had become a part of 
the Greek language…it meant to live with drunken and immoral debauchery." Needless to say, the spiritual dress code 
in Corinth at that time was pretty lax!

So Paul was advising the Corinthian believers to take a quick peek in the mirror before they partook of the bread and the 
wine to ensure that they were taking them with the right heart and attitude! 

Perhaps we should look in our spiritual mirrors from time to time; we might just be shocked by what we see!

When we look at or examine ourselves, we might want to ask some questions:  

a) What do we see? The same person or someone on the path to a deeper relationship with God and others?
b) How are we living? Are we living like a Corinthian or s a believer?
c) Are we striving for holiness? Or did we stop seeking God as soon as we prayed for salvation?
d) Do we put Jesus first in our lives? Or is He just for Sunday mornings?
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These aren't works that are needed for salvation but result from salvation. That's by grace through faith and not of 
works! You don't have to clean your life up to come to God, but merely come as you are. But as time passes, there ought 
to be a noticeable change in our lives for the better. John Wesley referred to this as Sanctification, which is a lifelong 
process by which we work in cooperation with the Holy Spirit and are transformed from glory to glory into the very 
image of Jesus! (2 Corinthians 3:18)

At the church in Corinth, this wasn't happening. Sure enough, they came as they were, but unfortunately, very little had 
changed in their lives, so they needed a reminder from Paul! If we look like a spiritual mess in the mirror of Scripture, 
don't fret, for there is good news...repentance, forgiveness, and transformation is but a breath and prayer away! Perhaps 
we, too, need to pause and reflect on our lives.

After looking inward…

3. We need to Look Around - “When we bless the cup at the Lord's Table, aren't we sharing in the blood of Christ? 
And when we break the bread, aren't we sharing in the body of Christ? 17 And though we are many, we all eat from one 
loaf of bread, showing that we are one body.” (1 Corinthians 10:16-17)   (NLT) 

The third “look” tells us to look around. We look at those in our lives, those in the Sanctuary with us this morning, our 
friends and families. Let us give thanks to God for them and understand that we are a family of believers and part of the 
body of Christ. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 “Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. 10 If one person falls, the 
other can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble. 11 Likewise, two people lying close together 
can keep each other warm. But how can one be warm alone? 12 A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, 
but two can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken.”

Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.” No man, woman, or child is an island; we need 
one another. We are family and need one another in life's good times and not-so-good times! 

After looking around…

4.) We need to Look Ahead – “For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord's 
death until he comes again.” (Verse 26)

Our fourth and final "look" is to the Future: At some unknown day and hour in the future, when the Father says so, 
Jesus will come back for His children, and we will dine at the marriage supper of the Lamb and rejoice in His presence 
for eternity!

As we close, let me ask you a couple of questions:

Are you looking forward to the time when He will come again, and we share Communion with our Lord in His 
kingdom?  If so, then we can, with confidence, pray, “Come, Lord Jesus!" Revelation 22:20

Or are you still wondering if you will be with that great company of believers in the end of days? If this is your worry, 
then fear not because, in Romans 10:13, God's Word tells us, "For everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will 
be saved.”

So I encourage you to come to Him this day and know that you shall be saved.

My Brothers and Sisters, each time that we partake of the Lord's Supper, we should remember to take time to "look" 
carefully at the Past, look at the Present within ourselves and to those around us, and finally, look to the Future.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit...Amen!                                                                        Pastor Gary 
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1 Timothy 6:6-19 Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth. 7 After all, we brought nothing with us 
when we came into the world, and we can’t take anything with us when we leave it. 8 So if we have enough food and 
clothing, let us be content. 9 But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and 
harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And 
some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows. 11 But 
you, Timothy, are a man of God; so run from all these evil things. Pursue righteousness and a godly life, along with 
faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight for the true faith. Hold tightly to the eternal life to 
which God has called you, which you have declared so well before many witnesses. 13 And I charge you before God, 
who gives life to all, and before Christ Jesus, who gave a good testimony before Pontius Pilate, 14 that you obey this 
command without wavering. Then no one can find fault with you from now until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again.  
15 For, At just the right time Christ will be revealed from heaven by the blessed and only almighty God, the King of all 
kings and Lord of all lords. 16 He alone can never die, and he lives in light so brilliant that no human can approach him. 
No human eye has ever seen him, nor ever will. All honor and power to him forever! Amen. 17 Teach those who are rich 
in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who 
richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 18 Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good 
works and generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others. 19 By doing this they will be storing up 
their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life.

Over the years, I have sadly witnessed some of the cruelty, betrayal, and heartbreak of elevating the love of money over 
the love of people. It can turn friend against friend, family member against family member, and set you on a path of 
momentary happiness and with an end result of misery and loneliness for some. A few weeks ago, the message's title 
was "How to Write Your Own Obituary."

The quick answer was that you wrote your own obituary by the life you live, the love you show, and your faithfulness 
toward God, your neighbor, and the community of faith. You can either write an obituary that speaks of a life worth 
remembering or a life filled with self-centered living, greed, and selfishness or a life of godliness. It's your choice! Let 
me share with you a story about three men. See if you would rather be remembered as our protagonist, Hodja, or the 
antagonist, the Innkeeper.

Nasreddin Hodja was born in what is now Turkey in the early 13th century and quickly developed a strong reputation as 
a quick wit and a man not to be fooled with. He was loved by the common people for putting rich people in their place, 
his humor and trickery, but mostly for poking holes in pompous windbags. (The word "hodja" is an honorific meaning 
scholar or teacher.) 

One of the stories told about Hodja concerns a beggar. This poor fellow was given a piece of bread, but no butter, jam or 
sauce to put on it. Hoping to get something to go with his bread, he went to a nearby inn and asked for a handout.

The innkeeper turned him away with nothing, but the beggar sneaked into the kitchen where he saw a large pot of soup 
cooking over the fire. He held his piece of bread over the steaming pot, hoping to thus capture a bit of flavor from the 
good-smelling vapor. Suddenly the innkeeper seized him by the arm and accused him of stealing soup. “I took no 
soup,” said the beggar. “I was only smelling the vapor.” “Then you must pay for the smell,” answered the innkeeper.

The poor beggar had no money, so the angry innkeeper dragged him before the qadi. Now Nasreddin Hodja was at that 
time serving as qadi, which is an Islamic judge, and he heard the innkeeper’s complaint and the beggar’s explanation.

“So, you demand payment for the smell of your soup?” summarized the Hodja after the hearing. “Yes!” insisted the 
innkeeper. “Then I myself will pay you,” said the Hodja, “and I will pay for the smell of your soup with the sound of 
money.” The Hodja drew two coins from his pocket, rang them together loudly, put them back into his pocket, and sent 
the beggar and the innkeeper each on his own way.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.” 

Continued on Page 7



7 of 10 The Magnolia Messenger Volume 4 Issue 35-36

What else but the love of money can explain why the greedy and uncaring shopkeeper would want to charge a poor 
beggar for the smell of his broth!  So, which one would you like your obituary and life remembered as?

How does such bad behavior match with the words of Jesus when He was asked about the greatest commandment? Let’s 
see, “Jesus replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is the 
first and greatest commandment.” Matt 22:37-38

Loving God with the totality of our beings also covers our finances. If that's not sufficient for you, then the second half 
of Jesus' answer should be pretty clear. Jesus continued, “A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40 The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” Matt 22:39-40

In other words, we should do good for others because it is what God commands, but also because it's necessary for our 
own spiritual well-being. Our financial stewardship is part of how we love God with all our heart, soul, and mind and 
our neighbor as we love ourselves! 

Does this mean we should bankrupt ourselves in our efforts to help others?  I don’t think so!  We need to pay our bills, 
buy food, take care of our families, and so on…

Moderation is key! The kind of moderation I speak of balances out what is essential to what is frivolous compared to the 
potential problems of constantly seeking more and more! 

What kind of potential problems?

• For those with considerable wealth, others might strongly desire your possessions and even steal, extort, 
or somehow cheat you out of whatever they could. We haven’t heard of this problem occurring in many 
years, but have you ever noticed that poor people are never kidnapped and held for ransom?

• Envying the possessions of others might cause some people to work harder than necessary. What’s wrong 
with being a hard-working and driven person? Nothing, but I have seen others fight so hard to, as the old saying 
goes, “Keep up with the Joneses” that they lost some of the most important things and people in their lives! 

• Careers and career choices are sometimes made and judged based on the earnings they provide when they 
ought to be evaluated in terms of the service they offer. A teacher, one could argue, has more intrinsic value to 
society than a football player.

This morning's text focuses on money, specifically how we acquire our money, the benefits of money, and the dangers 
of greed. Paul reminds us that we are not only called to be God's chosen and peculiar people who are called to live 
differently from the world but also need to earn a paycheck and pay our bills. To do both of them successfully, we need 
to be dedicated, work hard, and hone our life skills — but we need to do it without sacrificing moral and ethical values.

Not everyone can do this. Why? The love of money gets in the way!

Often, the love of money is not conducive to being content with mere “food and clothing” (v. 8),

The Bible says that “Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great wealth.” (v. 6). So, the questions are: “Since we 
need money, what are the bare essentials? With how little can we be content?”

Show Me the Money — It has been said that “Money talks!” That’s true, and from my experience, it usually says, 
“Goodbye.”

Unless you are an extremely rare person, the reality is that there will always be someone wealthier than you, and 
countless millions are poorer than you.

Why Church? Money and the Bare Essentials!

Continued on Page 8



Let’s put this in perspective. According to the “Remember the Poor” website,

• If you made $1,500 last year, you’re in the top 20 percent of the world’s income earners.

• If you have sufficient food, decent clothes, live in a house or apartment, and have a reasonably reliable means of 
transportation, you are among the top 15 percent of the world’s wealthy.

• Have $61,000 in assets? You’re among the wealthiest 10 percent of the adults in the world.

• If you have any money saved, a hobby that requires some equipment or supplies, a variety of clothes in your 
closet, two cars (in any condition), and live in your own home, you are in the top 5 percent of the world’s 
wealthy.

• If you have more than $500,000 in assets, you’re part of the wealthiest 
•  1 percent of the world.

Does this help you to be content with what you have? Perhaps. Unfortunately, we live in a culture of outrage and 
discontent. It’s very difficult to be truly at peace with ourselves and content with what we have. Sometimes, it’s hard to 
feel blessed.

The biblical consensus concerning personal wealth is that we should decide what we need, be content with that, and 
give away the rest!

How Should We Live?

I think a great place to begin is with the word of Jesus, who taught that the “mark of the Christian is the observable love 
shown among all true believers.”

Consider the following if you are well-off in today’s market and economy:

• Be humble: You had luck, privilege, advantages, options, and opportunities that millions can only dream of — 
even if you worked your tail off to get to where you are. Humility goes a long way. The Bible says, “Teach 
those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable.” (v. 17).

• Be realistic: There are no guarantees. The market may crash tomorrow. Who could have predicted the 
coronavirus and measured its economic impact? If you practiced a policy of contentment, you were in a better 
position to weather this storm and any that may come in the future. Your peace and stability are not tied to your 
financial situation.

• Be generous: We live in a sharing economy. Be a part of it. Find ways to take some of what you have been 
blessed with and bless others. Join forces with the Stewpot, local charities, and service groups. Support your 
church through God's tithes, offerings, and gifts. They help your church feed the hungry, help with other 
essentials, help people in crisis situations through UMCOR, help students ease the financial burden of seminary, 
rebuild churches destroyed by storms, etc.

• Be faithful: Watch for signs that you are starting to love money more than God or your neighbor. This is the 
root of everything that can go wrong in your life (v. 10). Instead of lusting after riches, grow your hunger and 
thirst for righteousness: Paul wrote, “Pursue righteousness and a godly life, along with faith, love, 
perseverance, and gentleness.” (v. 11).

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!

Pastor Gary

Why Church? Money and the Bare Essentials!





THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 9:15 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S TIME 5:30 P.M. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: gary.maskell@arumc.org
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
October 9, 2022

Lectionary Texts:

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7;                                                 
2 Timothy 2:8-15;                                        

Psalm 66:1-12 (UMH 790);                            
Luke 17:11-19

Liturgical Color: Green

Green symbolizes the renewal of vegetation and 
generally of living things and the promise of new 
life. It is used for the Season of Epiphany between 
the Sunday after Epiphany (January 6) and the 
beginning of Lent, and for Ordinary Time between 
Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after Pentecost) and 
the beginning of Advent.

World Communion Sunday — 2022 
"Holy Communion joins us in Christian unity. This sacrament invites us to focus on the 

holiness of communion with God and one another. On World Communion Sunday - United 
Methodists, in conjunction with other denominations and believers worldwide, participate in 

communion to recognize our unity in Jesus Christ, our Lord, and Savior."   (umc.org)

The photo is our Communion table at the Magnolia First United Methodist Church, 
which Deborah Nipper lovingly set!


