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Luke 1:26-38 In the sixth
m o n t h o f E l i z a b e t h ’s
pregnancy, God sent the
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
village in Galilee, 27 to a
virgin named Mary. She was
engaged to be married to a
man named Joseph, a
descendant of King David.
28
Gabriel appeared to her
a n d s a i d , “ G re e t i n g s ,
favored woman! The Lord is
with you!” 29 Confused and
disturbed, Mary tried to
think what the angel could
mean. 30 “Don’t be afraid,
Mary,” the angel told her,
“for you have found favor
w i t h G o d ! 3 1 Yo u w i l l
conceive and give birth to a
son, and you will name him
Jesus. 32 He will be very
great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. The
Lord God will give him the
throne of his ancestor
David. 33 And he will reign
over Israel forever; his
Kingdom will never end!”
34
Mary asked the angel,
“But how can this happen? I
am a virgin.” 35 The angel
replied, “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the
baby to be born will be holy,
and he will be called the
Son of God. 36 What’s more,
your relative Elizabeth has
become pregnant in her old
age! People used to say she
was barren, but she has
conceived a son and is now

Christmas,
in her sixth month. 37 For
Love
all
lovely, love divine;
the word of God will never
38
Love was born at
fail.” Mary responded, “I
Christmas,
am the Lord’s servant. May
Star
and
angels gave the
everything you have said
sign.
about me come true.” And
then the angel left her. Worship we the Godhead,
(NLT)
Love incarnate, love
divine;
Advent and Christmas are
Worship we our Jesus:
the two seasons where we But wherewith for sacred
read about the prophecies
sign?
concerning the coming
Love shall be our token,
Messiah, His miraculous
Love shall be yours and
birth, the manger scene, the
love be mine,
visit of the shepherds, and
Love
to God and to all
the later visit of the Wise
men,
Men. It is a magnificent
Love
for
plea
and gift and
story of God's most precious
sign.
gift of His Son to save His
creation from their helpless
situation of spiritual death I t ' s t o u g h t o r e a l l y
and separation. Within comprehend the depth of
Luke's account, we see the love shown to us by God.
remarkable faithfulness and Why? Because our eyes
love that Mary showed have been blinded by the
t o w a r d s G o d a n d t h e flighty and shallow nature
amazing grace, mercy, and of what many of us have
love God showed us through experienced as "love" in
Jesus the Christ!
this world. We need to
relearn something about
On that first Christmas, love in general and God's
G o d ’ s l o v e b e c a m e love specifically.
incarnate in the person of
The Greek language speaks
Jesus Christ.
of four different kinds of
Love came down from glory
love:
and shone his light to a
world covered in darkness.
(1) Phileo — Phileo love is
In 1885, Christina Georgina a beautiful feel-good sort
Rossetti penned the words of love. But it is too flighty
to an old Christmas hymn and highly dependent upon
entitled, “Love Came Down circumstances. We have all
at Christmas”
probably experienced a
good friendship or two lost
Love came down at

Continued on Page 4
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“Holidays” —- Crossword Puzzle
Down

"Is there ___ pit near the
stage?"
1. Cole Completer
32. Buns in a Basket
2. Turner of Tunes
35. Uncommon
3. * Holiday Handiwork:
38. * This ninth month
___ and Crafts
of the Muslim calendar
4. Dried fruit
5. * Fun toys at Hanukkah is celebrated by Muslim
people who fast during
6. British nobleman
the daylight hours to
7. Verb suffix
commemorate the first
8. Facial expression of
revelation of the Koran
dislike
to Muhammad
9. * Green and Red Day!:
39. * It's part of the
December 25___
outfit worn by Rudolph's
10. * Everyone pledges to
master
go on a what after the
40. * Music Maker
Holidays?
during the Festive
11. The Beehive State
Season
12. Gambles
45. Plinth
15. * This Holiday means
"First Fruits" in the Swahili 46. Type of Boat, minus
language. It lasts for seven the "Ca"
48. "The Matrix" (1999)
days (December 26th to
Across
good mark?"
name
January 1st), and it is
42.
Ms.
McLachlan
of
Music
50. Trademark relating
1. * Twinkly Tree Topper
celebrated by people of
43. Land mass on water, briefly
to Microcomputers
5. Those who believe in a
African descent to honor
44.
*
Lengthy
Lecture
52. Roman Numerals for
reasoned existence of God
family, community and
47. * They are used in
350
10. Give a nickname to
culture.
celebrations
of
Hanukkah,
the
53. Said by a Sailor
13. Money in Malta
18. * Game Name under
Feast of Lights
54. How many lives do
14. Type of salad dressing
the Tree
49.
Scent
Cats have?
15. Summer plaything
20. Vestment of Vietnam
51. Bind
55. Low caste
16. Not for
22. Poke fun
52.
*
They
are
used
in
56. Nifty
17. Consequently
24. * Heard during the
celebrations for #15D and
57. * People do it during
18. Exercise result
Festive Season: "___ and
Hanukkah
the Festive Season
19. * Make Merry during the
Papa coming here, or
55. * In 1966, he developed the
Holidays
should we go to their place 58. Again, but in a
celebration
of
#15D:
Dr.
different way
21. * Decorations on Doors
for the Holidays?"
Maulana ___
61. Clod
23. Solution for Wounds,
25. Studies
59.
Certain
Currency
in
China
minus the "ine"
26. * Host at a New Year's 64. Sumerian goddess
(Var. Sp.)
personifying earth
24. Come into adjustment
Eve Party
60.
Trinket,
minus
the
"ickey"
25. * Festive Flyer
27. Heard at Work: "___
29. * Things like #3D can be 62. Blood vessel
boss ever going to learn
63. Direct a Helmsman
found at a what?
how to make his own
64. Australian Animal
33. Alphabet letters
coffee?"
65. Icicle holder
34. Type of Tree
28. Summer hrs. in VA
66. Caustic solution
36. Start to "sphere"
(Pl.)
37. * Festive story by Dickens 67. Unique person
30. Courtyards
68. Hearty dish
41. Heard at School: "Is ___
31. Concert Conversation:
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December 2020 News and Announcements
2020 is almost behind us!
And all of God’s peaople
said, “Amen!”

Our love and congratulations go to Hannah Kaar! Hannah
has been elected as President of the U of A Wesley
Foundation. They are changing the year to parallel the
university so she will serve three semesters.

It’s hard to believe most of
us have made it through the
excitement of 2020 with nary
a scratch. I don’t know about
you, but I’m looking forward
to a fresh new start in 2021!
Please know that our prayers
and love are ascending for all of you with the hope that
God will bring us through to greater joy and blessings.
During 2020, we have learned many new ways to
conduct worship as well as learning some things that just
don’t work! By the way, that seems to be my usual way
of discovery! Lol.
By mid-January, we will be starting a new Sunday
evening Bible study long with other online studies. These
will be announced when the time arrives!
Meanwhile, lnow that God loves you, we love, and wish
you a Happy New Year
Pastor Gary

Crossword Puzzle Solution “Holidays”
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Advent, The Sunday of Love
over the years through separation, harsh words, or
misunderstandings.When the New Testament
commands us to love one another, it is not Phileo love.
(2) Storge — This is what you think of as friendship or
familial love. Unlike Phileo, Storge is often based on
duty and obligation. It is like how you love that weird
aunt or uncle. You don’t exactly like them, but you do
love them.
(3) Eros — “Eros” is that type of feeling wherein
people might dreamily say, “Whoo-hoo, I’m in love!” It
covers it all, from butterflies in your stomach to an
intensely sensual desire for the other person.
(4) Agape — “Agape” is the sort of love God
commands us to have for another. It is also the type of
love that God has for us. While the other types of love
are dependent upon circumstances, “Agape” love is
different because it is a decision to love. It is not a case
of the warm-fuzzies, so agape love can endure even
harsh circumstances without fear of loss.
In John 13:34-35, Jesus said, that world would know us
by the agape love that we have for each other…they
will know that we are his disciples if we have agape
love for one another.
This Sunday is the Sunday of Love, and it brings us
almost to the very door of Christmas itself.
Our understanding of God's love is perfectly manifested
in Christ Jesus. Unlike how the world understands the
word love, it cannot comprehend the depth of this kind
of love God has for us. This is because our eyes have
been blinded by the ways of fallen humanity and by the
flighty and shallow nature of what many of us have
experienced as "love" in this world.
People might say that they "love you to the moon and
back” or “I love you more than life itself!” but if their
words are not followed up by actions, those words can
feel mighty empty!
But when the feelings that loving words evoke are
followed up with actions, we have evidence of the
reality of that love!
Let me share a story that I found very moving. Now
whether this story is true or not, I have no idea. It does,
however, exemplify what it means to love someone else

with a godly love. Tom Anderson's monthly column,
from years back, was called "Straight Talk." It was
one of the most widely quoted and reprinted
columns in America. It was in one of Anderson's
columns that this moving example of the Christmas
spirit appeared.
Anderson’s story of brotherly love went like this:
Paul received an automobile from his brother as a
Christmas present. When Paul came out of his office
on Christmas Eve, a street urchin was walking
around the shiny new car, admiring it.
“Is this your car, mister?” he asked.
Paul nodded. "My brother gave it to me for
Christmas." The boy was astounded. "You mean
your brother gave it to you, and it didn't cost you
nothing? Boy, I wish...." He hesitated. Of course,
Paul knew what he was going to wish for. He was
going to wish he had a brother like that. But what
the lad said jarred Paul all the way down to his
heels.
“I wish,” the boy went on, “that I could be a brother
like that.”
Paul looked at the boy in astonishment, then
impulsively, he added, “Would you like to take a ride
in my automobile?”
“Oh, yes, I’d love that.”
After a short ride, the boy turned, and with his eyes
aglow, said, “Mister, would you mind driving in front
of my house?” Paul smiled a little. He thought he
knew what the lad wanted. He wanted to show his
neighbors that he could ride home in a big
automobile. But Paul was wrong again.
“Will you stop where those two steps are?” the boy
asked. He ran up the steps. Then in a little while,
Paul heard him coming back, but he was not coming
fast. He was carrying his little crippled brother. He
sat him down on the bottom step, then sort of
squeezed up against him and pointed to the car.
“There she is, Buddy, just like I told you upstairs.
His brother gave it to him for Christmas, and it
didn’t cost him a cent. And someday I’m gonna give

Continued on Page 5
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Advent, The Sunday of Love
you one just like it ... then you can see for yourself all the pretty things in the Christmas windows that I’ve been
trying to tell you about.”
Paul got out and lifted the lad to the front seat of his car. The shining-eyed older brother climbed in beside him,
and the three of them began a memorable holiday ride.
That Christmas Eve, Paul learned what Jesus meant when he had said: “It is more blessed to give ....”
Anderson closed his story by saying, “My holiday wish for the world is that we all could be brothers like that.”
The word love was never mentioned within that beautiful story, but it shone through as brightly as the mid-day
sun!
If we love one another with that kind of godly love, then we will be walking in the self-less light and love of
Christ.
In John 13:35, Jesus said, that world would know us by the agape love that we have for each other…they will
know that we are his disciples if we have love for one another.
So, where do I see God’s love?
(1) I see God’s love manifested every day of the week in the faces of our church members!
(2) I see God’s love manifested through the excellent Stewpot Ministry!
(3) I see God’s love manifested through the many volunteers of the Stewpot
(4) I see God’s love manifested through the pastor’s pantry!
(5) I see God’s love manifested through First United Methodist’s Caring Place!
(6) I see God’s love manifested in dozens of ways each day.
(7) Just this past Friday, I saw God’s love manifested with the many students, faculty, and volunteers loading
some 8,000 cans for the annual food drive!
(8) You too, can see God’s love manifested, if you would just take a moment to look carefully!
(9) Perhaps you can see God’s love being manifested in your own life as you share His light and love as well!
On that first Christmas, God’s love became incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ.
But amazingly, I see how God’s love came down from glory and shone his light to a world covered in darkness.
So, how are we to reflect that glorious love?
Paul gives us a hint in his letter to the church at Corinth — 1 Corinthians 13:1-7;13
“If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy gong or
a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all
knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 3 If I
gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others,
(continued on p. 8)

6 of 8

The Magnolia Messenger

The House of Christmas

There fared a mother driven forth
Out of an inn to roam;
In the place where she was homeless
All men are at home.
The crazy stable close at hand,
With shaking timber and shifting sand,
Grew a stronger thing to abide and stand
Than the square stones of Rome.
For men are homesick in their homes,
And strangers under the sun,
And they lay their heads in a foreign land
Whenever the day is done.
Here we have battle and blazing eyes,
And chance and honor and high surprise,
But our homes are under miraculous skies
Where the yule tale was begun.
A Child in a foul stable,
Where the beasts feed and foam,
Only where He was homeless
Are you and I at home;
We have hands that fashion and heads that know,
But our hearts we lost – how long ago!
In a place no chart nor ship can show
Under the sky’s dome.
This world is wild as an old wives’ tale,
And strange the plain things are,
The earth is enough and the air is enough
For our wonder and our war;
But our rest is as far as the fire-drake swings
And our peace is put in impossible things
Where clashed and thundered unthinkable wings
Round an incredible star.
To an open house in the evening
Home shall men come,
To an older place than Eden
And a taller town than Rome.
To the end of the way of the wandering star,
To the things that cannot be and that are,
To the place where God was homeless
And all men are at home.
–G. K. Chesterton
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Lectionary Texts for this Week
December 27, 2020

FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.
GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

First Sunday after Christmas

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753
Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts:

Isa 61:10-62:3;
Psalm 148 (UMH 861);
Galatians 4:4-7;
Luke 2:22-40
Liturgical Color: White or Gold
White symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as well
as respect and reverence. White is used for all high
Holy Days and festival days of the Church Year,
especially the seasons of Christmas and Easter, as well
as for baptism, marriage, dedications, and in some
traditions for the ordination of ministers. In some
church traditions it is also used for funerals as a
symbol of the resurrection.

Advent, The Sunday of Love
I would have gained nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not
demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice
but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures
through every circumstance. 13 Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is
love.”
God gave us a gift of love so very long ago, a gift that we have to first receive by accepting Christ into our lives.
When we accept that Gift, and we begin to allow Christ to live in and through our lives, we begin to be transformed
just like our Christmas traditions of decorating our trees and homes transform into a beautiful site for others to see
and enjoy.
This Christmas, will you allow your life to be decorated by Christ’s love?
I hope and pray that is the case, so let this Christmas be one that you allow God to transform your life towards the
beauty of Christ and His love.
Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!
Pastor Gary

