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Psalm 126:1-6  [A song 
for pilgrims ascending to 
Jerusalem.]  When the 
Lord brought back his 
exiles to Jerusalem, it was 
like a dream! 2 We were 
filled with laughter, and 
we sang for joy. And the 
o t h e r n a t i o n s s a i d , 
 “What amazing things 
the Lord has done for 
them.” 3 Yes, the Lord has 
done amazing things for 
us! What joy! 4 Restore 
our fortunes, Lord, as 
streams renew the desert. 
5  Those who plant in 
tears will harvest with 
shouts of joy. 6 They weep 
as they go to plant their 
seed, but they sing as they 
return with the harvest.

Joy, the theme for the 
third Sunday in Advent, 
has been described as "the 
echo of God’s life within 
us." Though joy can be 
thought of as closely 
related to happiness, I 
think of it as an emotion 
having a more long-
lasting quality.

H a p p i n e s s i s o f t e n 
f l e e t i n g , l i k e t h e 
momentary happiness a 
child experiences when 
opening presents on 

Christmas morning. It is a 
momentary joy that seems 
to fade in the short span 
of a few weeks.

Our everyday happiness is 
something like that…

We m i g h t t h i n k t o 
ourselves:

If only I could get that 
better job and make more 
money, then I’d be happy!  

If only I could win the 
lottery, then I’d be happy!

If only I could get that 
car, then I’d be happy!

If only I could _________ 
(you fill in the blank), 
then I’d be happy!

This list could go on and 
on, ad infinitum , ad 
nauseum!

Our happiness is often 
b a s e d u p o n e a s i l y 
changeable circumstances 
and events, but the kind 
of joy that God gives is 
independent of life’s 
circumstances and events.  
However, our joy is 
entirely related to our 
Christian hope, faith, 
love, and peace with God 
through Jesus Christ.

Let me repeat what I just 
said, our Christian joy is 
not dependent upon our 
earthly circumstances, 
but it proceeds from God 
Himself. How do I know 
this?  From a number of 
p r o g r e s s i v e l y m o r e 
difficult life-lessons God 
has taught me along the 
way.

I remember back some 
30 or so years ago, way 
before I knew Jesus as 
my Lord and Savior, I 
desperately wanted a 
Corvette. Oh, how I 
wanted a Corvette. I was 
obsessive about it, and it 
didn’t help much that my 
very best friend was also 
addicted to Corvettes. He 
had one very sharp 
looking yellow Vette 
with black accents and 
rear-window slats. Gene, 
or “Ski” as he usually 
went by, was my high 
school buddy’s name. 
Between the two of us, 
we could name the year 
and stats about any 
particular Corvette by 
just glancing at one as it 
drove by.  

Though I didn’t know it 
y e t , G o d , i n H i s 
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Across 
1. * Twinkly Tree Topper
5. Those who believe in a 
reasoned existence of God
10. Give a nickname to
13. Money in Malta
14. Type of salad dressing
15. Summer plaything
16. Not for
17. Consequently
18. Exercise result
19. * Make Merry during the 
Holidays
21. * Decorations on Doors
23. Solution for Wounds, 
minus the "ine"
24. Come into adjustment
25. * Festive Flyer
29. * Things like #3D can be 
found at a what?
33. Alphabet letters
34. Type of Tree
36. Start to "sphere"
37. * Festive story by Dickens
41. Heard at School: "Is ___ 

good mark?"
42. Ms. McLachlan of Music
43. Land mass on water, briefly
44. * Lengthy Lecture
47. * They are used in 
celebrations of Hanukkah, the 
Feast of Lights
49. Scent
51. Bind
52. * They are used in 
celebrations for #15D and 
Hanukkah
55. * In 1966, he developed the 
celebration of #15D: Dr. 
Maulana ___
59. Certain Currency in China 
(Var. Sp.)
60. Trinket, minus the "ickey"
62. Blood vessel
63. Direct a Helmsman
64. Australian Animal
65. Icicle holder
66. Caustic solution
67. Unique person
68. Hearty dish

Down 
1. Cole Completer
2. Turner of Tunes
3. * Holiday Handiwork: 
___ and Crafts
4. Dried fruit
5. * Fun toys at Hanukkah
6. British nobleman
7. Verb suffix
8. Facial expression of 
dislike
9. * Green and Red Day!: 
December 25___
10. * Everyone pledges to 
go on a what after the 
Holidays?
11. The Beehive State
12. Gambles
15. * This Holiday means 
"First Fruits" in the Swahili 
language. It lasts for seven 
days (December 26th to 
January 1st), and it is 
celebrated by people of 
African descent to honor 
family, community and 
culture.
18. * Game Name under 
the Tree
20. Vestment of Vietnam
22. Poke fun
24. * Heard during the 
Festive Season: "___ and 
Papa coming here, or 
should we go to their place 
for the Holidays?"
25. Studies
26. * Host at a New Year's 
Eve Party
27. Heard at Work: "___ 
boss ever going to learn 
how to make his own 
coffee?"
28. Summer hrs. in VA 
(Pl.)
30. Courtyards
31. Concert Conversation: 

"Is there ___ pit near the 
stage?"
32. Buns in a Basket
35. Uncommon
38. * This ninth month 
of the Muslim calendar 
is celebrated by Muslim 
people who fast during 
the daylight hours to 
commemorate the first 
revelation of the Koran 
to Muhammad
39. * It's part of the 
outfit worn by Rudolph's 
master
40. * Music Maker 
during the Festive 
Season
45. Plinth
46. Type of Boat, minus 
the "Ca"
48. "The Matrix" (1999) 
name
50. Trademark relating 
to Microcomputers
52. Roman Numerals for 
350
53. Said by a Sailor
54. How many lives do 
Cats have?
55. Low caste
56. Nifty
57. * People do it during 
the Festive Season
58. Again, but in a 
different way
61. Clod
64. Sumerian goddess 
personifying earth
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December 2020 News and  Announcements 
F a m i l y W o r s h i p a t 
Magnolia First United 
Methodist Church!

Despite 2020 and all of its 
challenges, we have been 
having some wonderful 
worship services in Peace 
Hall each Sunday morning 
from 9:00am-9:30am. or so It 
is a family-oruented service 
that is open to anyone!

This contemporary style service will allow families of all 
kinds to safely and comfortably get back into church 
without the fear of distracting or disturbing their 
neighbors while the nursery remains closed. 

This service will be geared toward engaging kids! You 
can expect fun interactive songs to sing and dance to with 
your children, a children's sermon, and a sermon from 
Pastor Gary all in 30 minutes! We will also have a 
special treat for our families! 

We look forward to seeing you all back in church on 
November 1 to worship together as a church family!

Volume 2 Issue 49

Our love and congratulations go to Hannah Kaar!  Hannah 
has been elected as President of the U of A Wesley 
Foundation. They are changing the year to parallel the 
university so she will serve three semesters.

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Holidays”
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prevenient grace, was impressing upon me that true 
joy, peace, and happiness cannot come from 
anywhere except God and our faithful attendance 
to His will for our lives.

Spiritual Lesson # 1 – The warm-up Lesson: I 
finally got a Corvette. It was a jet-black 
convertible. It had sharp looking chrome mag 
wheels and loud, rumbling side pipes that would 
shake the nearby houses' windows whenever I 
cranked it up. I got that Corvette, and you know 
what, I was elated for about a year or so, and then 
the novelty wore off. I still loved it, but it wasn't 
the magical elixir that I thought it would be. It was 
certainly nothing that would bring true joy. It was 
just a car, one of the coolest cars I've ever owned, 
but it was just a car.  

Spiritual Lesson #2 – The Sucker-Punch Lesson: 
I refer to this as a sucker-punch because 
sometimes you don't see that something is about 
to hit you! Many years later, a significant tragedy 
did hit my life. It hit so hard that I barely knew 
which way was up. I knew Jesus as my Lord and 
Savior, but almost everything else in my life had 
been turned upside down. I went from having my 
family with me and living in a reasonably nice 
house to being alone and living in the Camden 
housing projects. The projects! It was one of the 
most miserable and heart-rending times I had ever 
faced in my life. But with my last bit of strength, I 
tenaciously clung to my faith and trusted in God. I 
can assure you that my hanging on to the faith was 
only by the thinnest of threads, I can assure you! 
But I held on to those frayed threads as tightly as I 
could!

Did I plant in tears?  As the Psalmist said? Yes, but 
I later harvested in joy! That brings me to....

That brings me to Spiritual Lesson #3 – The 
"Aha" Moment Lesson: Sitting in my project 
apartment's poorly crafted living room, I remember 
wearily reclining on my broken down sofa, 
listening to people angrily exchanging profanities 
outside my window. I was sitting there and staring 

into space when something caught my attention. 
No, it wasn't a brick coming through my 
window, and it wasn't something small that 
caught my attention. No, it was my entire living 
room that caught my attention! I remember 
marveling at just how ugly the room was. 
Noticeable from the inside or outside were the 
windows covered only by the yellowed and 
broken slats that made up the old Venetian 
blinds that adorned my windows. Scanning the 
rest of my living room was an exposed metal 
conduit that ran up and out of the floor from a 
crudely cut hole, straight up the wall, and across 
the ceiling, where it ended in a bare light bulb 
socket in the center of my ceiling. It sported a 
socket that apparently had never been 
considered for even the most basic of decorative 
globes.  

As I stared at this eyesore of a room, I 
remembered the hymn, “Count Your Blessings.” 
I sat there and counted my blessings and named 
them one by one. 

• I remember being thankful that I not only had 
a place to live but that I had heat because it 
was the first time in about a year or so that I 
was able to afford to have a warm place to 
live. 

• Though she lived about 35 miles away in 
Waldo, I remember thanking God for bringing 
a special angel, by the name of Melissa, into 
my life.  

• I remember thanking God for Jesus’ sacrifice 
on Calvary for my sins and the sins of the 
world.  

Then, as I was "counting my blessings," 
the floodgate of thanksgivings started to open up 
for me. I remembered how the Apostles, 
prophets, disciples, Jesus, and the many faithful 
Christians had suffered greatly down through 
the years. I thanked God for all that I still had in 
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Christ Jesus through my salvation and through the many family and friends that God had blessed me 
within my life.

Sitting in that very crummy room, I felt the joy of the Lord, I felt His peace, which passes all 
understanding, and He reminded me that He would never leave me nor forsake me. This feeling was not 
a "happiness" that was dependent upon my circumstances because I felt like I was at rock bottom, but it 
was the joy of the Lord. It was something that neither man nor devil could take from me.

Our worldly happiness might be contingent upon our circumstances, but our Christian joy resides 
wholly in our personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Let me say it another way, our Christian joy is independent of our circumstances, to include even our 
health or lack thereof…!

No wonder the Apostle James could write, Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, 
consider it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance 
has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect 
and complete, needing nothing. James 1:2-3 (NLT)

Pastor Jack Hinton tells this sobering story, while on a short-term missions trip, he was leading worship 
at a leper colony on the island of Tobago.  A woman who had been facing away from the pulpit turned 
around. “It was the most hideous face I had ever seen,” Hinton said. “The woman’s nose and ears were 
entirely gone. She lifted a fingerless hand in the air and asked, ‘Can we sing Count Your Many 
Blessings?’” Overcome with emotion, Hinton left the service.  He was followed by a team member who 
said, “I guess you’ll never be able to sing that song again.”  

“Yes, I will,” Hinton replied, “but I’ll never sing it again the same way.”

Let me repeat it, our Christian joy is independent of our circumstances, but it flows from God as we 
decide to be thankful for what we have in Christ Jesus!  Did you hear that?  We choose to be thankful!

The Apostle Paul writes in Galatians 5:22-23, But the fruit of the Spirit is: love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 meekness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Christian joy is not necessarily an instantaneous aspect of becoming a Christian, but it grows when we 
allow ourselves to be nurtured and led by God’s Holy Spirit and by living lives of loving faithfulness 
and obedience to God. Like fruit needs the proper conditions to grow, so do the fruit of the Spirit.

Christian joy is also a decision to slow down and smell the coffee, flowers, or other fragrance that God 
places before us.

Kent Crocket tells about an event that happened in his life, “One day I was driving my car on a rural 
highway in Kansas. I was between destinations, with nothing to do but drive and watch the flat land and 
telephone poles pass by. Then God spoke to my heart, ‘Enjoy the moment.’”

(continued on p. 8)
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‘Christmas Star’: Astronomical phenomenon to be visible for 
1st time in 800 years Dec. 21

CULLMAN, Ala. – An astronomical phenomenon is getting a lot of attention due to its proximity to 
Christmas on the calendar this year. Jupiter and Saturn’s orbits bring them into what appears to be a 
close pass of each other- known as a “great conjunction”- every 20 years. Of course, the planets are not 
actually close; their orbits just happen to align with that of the earth in such a way that they appear 
close. While these events happen regularly, this one will be special. According to astronomy specialists 
Deborah Byrd and Bruce McClure with Earthsky.org, in the early evening of Dec. 21, 2020, Jupiter and 
Saturn will have their closest conjunction since 1623 and the closest observable conjunction since 1226.

According to a report from NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory at the California Institute of Technology 
(Caltech), “Jupiter and Saturn have been traveling across the sky together all year, but this month, get 
ready for them to really put on a show. Over the first three weeks of December, watch each evening as 
the two planets get closer in the sky than they’ve appeared in two decades. Look for them low in the 
southwest in the hour after sunset. And on December 21st, the two giant planets will appear just a tenth 
of a degree apart – that’s about the thickness of a dime held at arm’s length! This means the two planets 
and their moons will be visible in the same field of view through binoculars or a small telescope. In 
fact, Saturn will appear as close to Jupiter as some of Jupiter’s moons.”

What will it look like? — Unfortunately, like nothing on a Christmas card. The two planets are each 
bright- Jupiter, when visible, is the brightest object in the sky- and when they come together, so they 
will light up their corner of the sky. They will not overlap, but some estimates say they might appear as 
a single elongated star. No one will know for sure until the 21st. But all the experts agree that, if you 
are an astronomy fan, it will be worth your while.

How to see it — Find a place, preferably elevated, where you can see as much sky just above the 
southwestern horizon as possible. At approximately 45 minutes after sundown, look to the southwest 
and the planets should be quite visible if the sky is clear.

Be ready to look quickly; the conjunction will not be high in the sky, and the planets will set early in 
the evening.

What if I miss it? — Don’t. The great conjunction happens from time to time, so you may have 
another opportunity . . . in another 20 years. Another conjunction this close? Check back in March 
2080! This means that, for most of us, this month’s .1 degree great conjunction will be a once in a 
lifetime event.

The Bible — Some astronomers and historians believe that a similar event created what is known 
popularly in Christianity as the “Christmas Star,” the star Christians believe led the three wisemen, or 
magi, to Bethlehem after Jesus was born. According to the Bible’s Gospel of Matthew, “After Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 
2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.”  Source: https://www.cullmantribune.com
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THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
December 20, 2020

The Fourth Sunday of Advent                    
Lectionary Texts:

2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16;                                    
Luke 1:47–55 (UMH 199);                     

Romans 16:25–27;                                     
Luke 1:26–38 

Liturgical Color: Purple or Blue
Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and therefore 
mourning and penitence.  It is the liturgical color 
for the Season of Lent.  It is also the color of 
royalty, so traditionally has also been used for 
Advent and is still used in Catholic churches, 
although Blue Violet is also used. However, Blue is 
replacing purple for Advent in many Protestant 
churches.

                                              Christ, Our Joy                        (Continued from p.5)

A

"Enjoy the moment? What was there to enjoy?"

"I then realized that joy is a decision that I make. I need to take pleasure in every minute of life, not just the 
exciting times. God wants us to draw joy from every moment, every circumstance."

"Enjoy your fellowship with others. Enjoy spending time with your family. Savor the moments. If you don't, 
the life that God wants you to enjoy will pass you by, just like those telephone poles."

Our hope, joy, peace, and love are all bound up in what God has done for us through Jesus, the way, the 
truth, and the life, and the responses that we reflect back towards him. On this third Sunday of Advent, the 
Sunday of Joy, know that worldly happiness might be fleeting, but godly joy will always continue to reign in 
our lives as we allow God’s Spirit to take our attitudes and decisions and transform us into the very image of 
Christ.  

I don't know where your personal joy levels are sitting this morning.  Those joy levels might be overflowing 
or running on fumes, but only you know where they are at any moment in time.  I don't know, but I can tell 
you that I  know some things from my experience.  I know that if you fill your life with God's presence, 
surround yourself with loving Christian believers, and allow the fruits of the Spirit to develop in your life, 
then you will start to experience the real joy of the Lord this Christmas Season.

P.S. Don’t trade the joy of the Lord for anything that this world has to offer; it’s not worth it!

If you’re already experiencing that joy, then go onward for a deeper level of joy by sharing with everyone  
you meet this week. If you don’t know that joy, then come to Him and be filled with His presence, peace, 
and joy!  Remember that you have been b lessed to be a blessing. So be one!

Pastor Gary


