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As the weeks roll by, I find 
it amazing how quickly 
time has passed by this 
y e a r . I f y o u h a v e n ' t 
checked your Christmas 
countdown calendar lately, 
there are just 19 days from 
Christmas! As such, I feel 
obligated to ask you My 
perennial question… it's a 
q u e s t i o n t h a t y o u ' l l 
probably hear more than 
o n c e i n t h e 
approximately 2 and half 
weeks to come, "Are you 
ready for Christmas?" It's a 
simple question, but behind 
it lie several smaller but 
very troubling questions 
like:

(1) Do you have all of your 
shopping done?
(2)Have you f in i shed 
wrapping all your gifts?
(3)Have you put up your 
Christmas tree and all the 
decorations?
(4)Have you sent your 
Christmas cards?
(5)Have you f in i shed 
baking all of the Christmas 
goodies?
(6) Is your house clean and 
ready for visitors?
I can tell you that we're not 
ready as of right now, and 
I’m not sure if we will be 
ready anytime soon either!

With all of the hustle-

bustle of the season, we 
can lose sight of what is 
first and foremost: Jesus 
Christ, the one whose 
birthday we are getting 
ready to celebrate. With all 
of our busyness, we might 
just accidentally leave him 
behind! 

Our regular schedules are 
always interrupted as we 
prepare for Christmas, but 
with COVID-19, this has 
added a new dimension! 
Maybe at your home, you 
are getting things ready for 
a skeleton crew of guests 
who will be arriving in the 
short 19 days we have left 
until Christmas. But before 
then, much preparation 
needs to be done! You 
know the drill, make sure 
you have your mask with 
you, then shop around for 
just the right Christmas 
tree, go into the attic, get 
the lights, ornaments, and 
other decorations down and 
start reconstructing that 
ornate and brightly lit 
Christmas tree in your 
l i v i n g r o o m o r d e n . 
Christmas parties will be 
sparse to non-existent this 
year, but even so, as the 
time grows closer, the 
baking, cooking, and the 
final preparations will 
begin, and they will not 
end until the last piece of 
tinsel has been placed with 
care!  

But amid our Advent 
busyness comes John the 
Baptist interrupting our 
regular schedules with 
another message about 
getting ready. He urges us 
t o m a k e s o m e 
preparations, but these are 
o f a m u c h m o r e 
challenging and personal 
nature! Yes, before you 
and I can eat our first 
sugar cookie or drink our 
first glass of Egg Nog, 
John calls us to prepare 
our lives for Jesus! John's 
preparation calls for some 
s e r i o u s a n d v e r y 
u n c o m f o r t a b l e s e l f -
examination.  

For this week and next, 
the lectionary focuses on 
John the Baptist's ministry 
as the one who prepares 
the way for Lord. Perhaps 
as we hear the message of 
John, we might also 
prepare ourselves for the 
reign of the Lord of Glory 
in our hearts and lives!

Let's listen in as Mark 
tells us about the coming 
of the Messiah...

Mark 1:1-8 (NLT) This is 
the Good News about 
Jesus the Messiah, the Son 
of God. It began 2 just as 
the prophet Isaiah had 
written:
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Across 
1. * Snowstorm Scooper-
Outer
6. Tell an Untruth: Tell ___
10. Like the Beatles
13. Artist's need
14. Certain undergarments, 
minus the "ts"
15. In the past
16. Jaunty rhythm in music
17. * Winter Wonderland 
Warmers
19. * Wintry Woe
21. Spooky Signs
22. Short greeting
23. Learn everything from 
___ to ___
24. Humorous
25. * Parka Part
29. Exists
31. Protein, minus the 
"yme"
33. * Fun time at the Winter 

lodge
36. * Word with "Ice"
41. Type of nut
42. Consumed
44. Makeup bag item
45. * Winter race
47. * Slide on a Snowy 
Slope
49. Chinese dynasty
51. Symbol for Sodium
52. Transmitted
53. * It's Worn for Warmth in 
the Winter
57. "So-So" in Strasbourg: 
Comme-___, Comme-ça
59. Achievement for a QB
61. Item seen in a Bathroom
62. * Winter sport
68. * Serious Slides
70. The "A" in A.D.
71. Madonna song: "___ 
Girl"
72. Units of Weight, briefly
73. Watercourse

74. Start to "historic" or 
"shrunk"
75. Always
76. * Winter Wonderland 
Wonder: "Is anybody 
going to put on the ___ 
so we can finally make 
that Hot Chocolate we've 
all wanted so much?"
Down 
1. Type of Book, with 
"Help"
2. Broadway musical
3. Capital of Norway
4. Docs for Doggies
5. Chicago loop train
6. Large artery
7. * What does Water do 
in the Winter?
8. AOL, for one
9. * Like it sometimes is 
in the Winter
10. Aspect
11. Broker
12. In charge too much
14. Roman Numerals for 
102
17. Heard during a Car 
Chase: "We better hurry 
up 'cuz the ___ followin' 
us!"
18. "Friend" in France
20. Calendar abbr.
25. Occurrences, for 
short
26. German car
27. Whale movie
28. Handle
30. Style of music
32. Atomic #93
34. * Wondrous Wonder 
in the Wonderland of 
Winter

35. "The Addams 
Family" (TV) 
character
37. * Add them to 
#17A
38. * Racing Sled
39. Eddie or Patrick or 
Richard
40. Portable shelter
43. Long time
46. Not you
48. Spa Spots
50. * Wintry eaves 
dangler
53. Something on an 
envelope
54. * Some may 
choose to warm up 
with an extra ___ at 
night during the 
Winter
55. Mindful
56. Belief in 
Supernatural Powers 
or Beings, for short
58. Godly fluid
60. Execute
63. Buzzers, without 
the "B"
64. Haul
65. Something in a 
rope
66. Organic compound
67. Fitted part on a 
garment
69. Cosmetic Cream, 
minus the "ea"
73. Live
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December 2020 News and  Announcements 
Family Worship at Magnolia 
F i r s t U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t 
Church!

The year is swiftly going by 
and I’m not sorry about 
leaving 2020 in the rear-view 
mirror! We are looking 
forward to 2021 with the 
hope and prayers that God 
will open a new pathway to a 
safer and healthier new year!

Despite 2020 and all of its challenges, we have been 
having some wonderful worship services in Peace Hall 
each Sunday morning from 9:00am-9:30am. or so It is a 
family-oruented service that is open to anyone!

This contemporary style service will allow families of all 
kinds to safely and comfortably get back into church 
without the fear of distracting or disturbing their 
neighbors while the nursery remains closed. 

This service will be geared toward engaging kids! You 
can expect fun interactive songs to sing and dance to with 
your children, a children's sermon, and a sermon from 
Pastor Gary all in 30 minutes! We will also have a 
special treat for our families! 

We look forward to seeing you all back in church on 
November 1 to worship together as a church family!

What else is happening in our District?

“Lay Servant Ministry” What is Lay Servant Ministry? To 
me, Lay Servant Ministry is a powerful way to explore God’s 
calling on your life and to be able to best use the gifts and 
talents you have been blessed with!  This can be a powerful 
tool to make you the best Sunday school teacher, Bible Study 
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leader, or even explore your calling to pastoral ministry.  

Here is a list of some of the up-coming classes:

(1) Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) - This course 
is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries. 

(2) Teaching Adults - It's hard to know which is more 
intimidating: a roomful of wiggling pre-schoolers or know-all 
adults.

(3) United Methodist Polity - The Method of Our Mission - A 
fresh understanding of United Methodism organization. 

(4) Preaching - Required text: From Your Heart to Theirs: 
Delivering an Effective Sermon by David Carroll and Tony 
Franks.

(5) See All the People - Beginning 9/23 10am-noon, over 5 
weeks, we will look at what would happen if we stopped fixing 
our church and started seeing all the people Christ calls us to 
reach! 

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Winter!”
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Christ the Way, Our Prince of Peace
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Continued on Page 5

“Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
    and he will prepare your way.

3  He is a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming!

    Clear the road for him!’

4 This messenger was John the Baptist. In the 
wilderness, he preached that people should be 
baptized to show that they had repented of their sins 
and turned to God to be forgiven. 5 All of Judea, 
including all the people of Jerusalem, went out to see 
and hear John. And when they confessed their sins, he 
baptized them in the Jordan River. 6 His clothes were 
woven from coarse camel hair, and he wore a leather 
belt around his waist. For food, he ate locusts and 
wild honey. 7 John announced: "Someone is coming 
soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that 
I'm not even worthy to stoop down like a slave and 
untie the straps of his sandals. 8 I baptize you with 
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit!"   

1. In that day and time, the people were hoping 
and praying for change. They wanted to get 
out from underneath the yoke of Roman 
oppression and taxation.  

2. Maybe we're not so different today! We're 
hoping and praying for peace in the world and 
in our own lives. We're praying for health, 
safety, and maybe even some relief from the 
high cost of living, oppressive bills, and most 
certainly, we're praying for relief from 
COVID-19! Today, just like it was then, it 
seems like things can't keep on going the way 
they are without the whole world heading to a 
place of destruction! 

They needed something more than the Roman 
leaders, and we too need more than is available in the 
world; we need a leader sent from God Himself to 
right the wrongs in this world. Just like they were 
looking for the Messiah, we too look with expectation 
to the second coming of the Messiah.

When John the Baptist began preaching in the 
wilderness, he was not wishy-washy. His message 
was so powerful that the people came out to hear him 
like it was Black Friday at Wal-Mart, but if they came 

to listen to him expecting a voice of holiday cheer 
announcing the arrival of the Messiah, they must 
have been disappointed. He was not a politically 
correct crowd pleaser. He told it like it was to the 
people, yet his message stirred up hope in his 
hearers' hearts.

Let's take a moment to consider Mark’s account:

Who were God’s options for the Messiah’s 
forerunner?

(1) Well, God could have chosen Someone from 
royalty to be the Messiah's forerunner so people 
would better listen. But God didn't! 

(2) God could have chosen the high priest to be the 
forerunner for the Messiah so the people would 
receive the message with readiness of heart and 
mind. But God didn’t! 

(3) But God chose John, a humble man, to be the 
forerunner for the Messiah.

I hear you whisper, “John? You mean that nutty 
guy living in the wilderness eating locusts and 
honeycomb?”  Yes, that's the guy!

Why? Because John was entirely sold out to God 
and desired to do His will and not the way of the 
world. Therefore, the Word of God came to him 
because God could trust Him with it, in this 
fullness of time. 

Warning Uncomfortable Side-Note:  Let me ask 
you a question, “Can God trust us with His 
Word?”

Yes, the people had the Holy Scriptures, but God's 
prophetic word had not been flowing for some 
time during the 400-year intertestamental period 
between the Old and New Testaments. This 400-
year span is often referred to as the "silent 
years" since there were no prophets of God writing 
Scripture in that window of time.  

But God broke that silence with John. He was 
called and went into the wilderness, "preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins." 
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Christ the Way, Our Prince of Peace
The message of repentance that John preached was continued on by Jesus, and it was a call to a radical 
change in the hearer's life. It was a call to lead a new way of living and turning away from sin and toward 
God. This is what would lead to forgiveness of sins and eternal life. Mark then goes on to quote Isaiah about 
making crooked paths straight. Isaiah was not talking about physical roadways, but the roadways of the heart 
and life!

What kind of crooked roadways of the heart could he have meant? 

Oh, crooked ways like selfishness, hatred, idolatry, pride, jealousy, arrogance, greed, dishonesty, prejudice, 
and so on! 

John wasn't just calling the people to feel bad about their sins and ask forgiveness, as important as that is. He 
was calling them to change their direction in life. That's what the word metanoia, repent, means. It means to 
change direction. John’s message was a call for the people to fall out of love with sin and self and fall back in 
love with God! It was a call to prepare their sin-stained hearts and minds for Jesus the Messiah because He 
was about to begin His public ministry of salvation and restoration.

John called them to a place where they could have peace with God, God's peace within themselves, and peace 
with others.

Isn’t that the kind of peace that we all desire? I believe it is. But I believe that we sometimes have things a bit 
mixed up!

• And in our desire to serve the Prince of Peace, we inwardly want to change the world from war to 
peace, but we usually want it to begin with someone or some group outside of ourselves!  

• In our desire to serve the Prince of Peace, we inwardly desire to change our personal lives from war 
with others to peace, but we usually want that to begin with the other guy or gal, but certainly not us.  

You might be thinking, “Doesn't everything begin with God?” Yes, in the grand scheme of things, everything 
does have its origin outside of us and with God.

But as much as we might wish that God would do it all for us, we must do our part and take the God-directed 
steps to straighten out some of our bumpy and crooked roads by repenting of our sins and seeking to live at 
peace with God and our neighbors.

There is a familiar hymn that sums up our part quite nicely; it's entitled, “Let There be Peace on Earth.”

Here's the first line of the hymn, which includes the answer in the very same line, “Let there be peace on 
earth, and let it begin with me"

Who?  Say it with me,  let it begin with me!

I find it interesting that in the Book of Matthew, which has parallel to this passage, we see Jesus being 
baptized by John, going into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil, and coming back to preach the same 
message of repentance that John preached.  What follows that preaching?  

Let me give you a really big hint: 

And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to 

(continued on p. 8)
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A Liturgy for Advent (Living Room Liturgy Series)
Winfield Bevins—December 8, 2020

Worship doesn’t just happen within the four walls of a church building; it can also happen in our homes. Living 
Room Liturgy is written to help you worship in the everyday moments of life in your home. It contains liturgies 
and shorter prayers that can be used while enjoying a morning cup of coffee, at the dinner table, while you’re 
spending time with your loved ones in your living room, or in the evenings at your children’s bedsides before 
they fall asleep.
—
Opening
Leader: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
People: Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Scripture Reading
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way”—
“a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’” (Mark 1:1–3 NIV)
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Prayer
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 
salvation, give us grace to hear their warnings and turn from our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of 
Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Reflection
At this time, you may take a few minutes for a short reflection or personal prayer that goes along with the theme 
of the day.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come
Thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from the evil one. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.
Closing
Leader: Let us bless the Lord for making a way in the desert. 
People: Thanks be to God.
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THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
December 13, 2020

The Third Sunday of Advent                    
Lectionary Texts:

Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11;                               
Psalm 126 (UMH 847);                                

1 Thessalonians 5:16–24;                       
John 1:6–8, 19–28 

Liturgical Color: Purple or Blue
Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and therefore 
mourning and penitence.  It is the liturgical color 
for the Season of Lent.  It is also the color of 
royalty, so traditionally has also been used for 
Advent and is still used in Catholic churches, 
although Blue Violet is also used. However, Blue is 
replacing purple for Advent in many Protestant 
churches.

Christ the Way, Our Prince of Peace       (Continued from p.5)

A

Him. 2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,                                                                                                                           
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven

Blessed are those who mourn,
    For they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek,
    For they shall inherit the earth.

Sound familiar?  It should!  I believe that the only way we can properly prepare for the Prince of Peace. We 
do that by making the crooked paths straight and the rough ways smooth for others is by announcing Him 
through our own transformed lives: by living out the beatitudes, through our personal commitment to Peace, 
and through our commitment to God.

In Matthew 5:9, Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.”

John the Baptist was a messenger for the Word of God made flesh, preparing everyone for Christ's coming 
by his preaching. Similarly, we, too, as God's people, are called to be messengers of Jesus — preparing His 
way in our own lives, and through our lives, preparing His way in the world.

This is Christ the Way Sunday and the Sunday of Peace. As we go forward this week, let's remember that we have 
all been called to be witnesses to this world of the transforming love of Christ. By doing so, we are preparing the 
way of the Lord for others to see Jesus in all of His glory and grace!

As Christmas approaches, let's give God the gift of our faithfulness as we show it forth in our words of hope, 
peace, love, joy, and by our transformed lives!

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                          Pastor Gary


