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O u r c h a l l e n g i n g a n d 
somewhat uncomfortable 
passage for this first Sunday 
of Advent is part of a longer 
discussion that Jesus had 
with His disciples in what is 
k n o w n a s t h e O l i v e t 
Discourse. This discourse 
was about the Temple's 
destruction in Jerusalem, 
and His promised return in 
the last days. In a nutshell, 
Jesus was warning His 
hearers about what the 
future would bring, but He 
also gave them words of 
hope as well! 

Mark 13:24-37 At that time, 
after the anguish of those 
days , the sun wil l be 
darkened, the moon will 
give no light, 25 the stars 
will fall from the sky, and 
the powers in the heavens 
will be shaken. 26 Then 
everyone will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds 
with great power and glory. 
27 And he will send out his 
angels to gather his chosen 
ones from all over the world
—from the farthest ends of 
the earth and heaven. 
28 Now learn a lesson from 
the fig tree. When its 
branches bud and its leaves 
begin to sprout, you know 
that summer is near. 29 In 
the same way, when you see 
all these things taking place, 
you can know that his return 
is very near, right at the 
door. 30 I tell you the truth, 
this generation will not pass 

from the scene before all 
these things take place. 
31 Heaven and earth will 
disappear, but my words will 
n e v e r d i s a p p e a r . 
32 “However, no one knows 
the day or hour when these 
things will happen, not even 
the angels in heaven or the 
Son himself. Only the Father 
knows. 33 And since you 
don’t know when that time 
will come, be on guard! Stay 
alert! 34 The coming of the 
S o n o f M a n c a n b e 
illustrated by the story of a 
man going on a long trip. 
When he left home, he gave 
e a c h o f h i s s l a v e s 
instructions about the work 
they were to do, and he told 
the gatekeeper to watch for 
his return. 35 You, too, must 
keep watch! For you don’t 
know when the master of the 
household will return—in 
the evening, at midnight, 
before dawn, or at daybreak. 
36 Don’t let him find you 
sleeping when he arrives 
without warning. 37 I say to 
you what I say to everyone: 
Watch for him!

As you've probably noticed, 
many stores have already 
been decked out with festive 
Christmas decorations for 
some time, and you may 
have been rightly wondering 
what this morning's passage 
has to do with Christmas!  

That’s a great question! 
Although we are in the retail 

Christmas Season, on the 
Christian calendar, before 
Christmas Day, we are in 
Advent! 

In case you've always 
wondered but were too 
a f r a i d t o a s k , t h e 
word advent comes to us 
f r o m t h e L a t i n  w o r d 
a d v e n t u s   a n d 
means "coming" or "arriva
l." In this instance, Advent 
has a dual meaning as it 
not only speaks about 
the coming of our Lord 
J e s u s o n t h a t v e r y 
first "Christmas Day" but, 
in Titus 2:11-13, it is also 
u s e d c o n c e r n i n g 
the blessed hope, the 2nd 
Advent of our Lord Jesus as 
He returns for His Church. 
Advent is a Season with 
parallels to Lent in that it is 
a time of repentance that 
calls us to be watchful of 
what we are doing with our 
lives in the present while 
actively waiting with hope 
for the day of His future 
return!

By the way, each of the 
Sundays of Advent has a 
descriptive name for that 
week’s theme. This First 
Sunday of Advent is also 
known as the Sunday of 
Hope! But despite its 
cheery title, many people 
feel sad and hopeless 
around this time of the 
year! I was one of those 
people at more than one 
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Across 
1. * ___! Drink! And, be 
Merry!
4. * Food is kept cold in one in 
a kitchen, commonly
10. Soviet news agency
14. * Something to have after 
a meal
16. * Upchuck (Yucky!)
17. * Asked in the Bar: "Is that 
___ good one?"
18. * Culture medium
19. Said at Sleeptime: "The 
sun is ___ more. That means 
it's time for bed."
20. * Fill to satisfaction
21. Departed ...but backwards?
22. * Not stale
23. * "!ti gnitae erofeb elppa 
taht ___ ot tegrof 
t'noD" :nehctiK eht ni diaS
25. Gain's opposite ...but it's 
backwards?
27. * Food Samplers = Taste 
_-_-_-t-e-r-s
28. * Asked of the Recipe 
Tryer: "Well ...was ___ any 

good?"
30. * One is used to take the 
roast out of the oven
32. * Cold Cuts Counter, curtly
34. * Like some potato chips
37. * Like some snack foods
41. * Like a Lemon
42. * Food: ___ the Flavor!
43. Tractor Trailer
44. * Animals that feed on other 
animals and vegetables
46. * Shoppers push them in 
grocery stores
47. Certain College, commonly
48. "Friends" (TV) 
character ...flipped around?
50. "I get it!"
51. Possesses (bkwds.)
53. Not hard
55. * Bakery item: ___ of Bread
58. * One buzzes in the kitchen 
when the food is done
60. * Like some fruit, without 
the "Fl"
62. Roll for a Movie ...on the 
fritz?
65. Ancient civilization region, 
but it's backwards! a-i-m-a-t-o-

p-_-_-_-_
66. Ms. James
67. * Supply food for a 
party
68. Arm bone
69. * Nutrition specialists
71. Couple in a Concert 
(bkwds.)
72. * Things left behind by 
the Cookie Monster 
(bkwds.)
73. * Said in the Dining 
Room: "Let's ___ the table 
first, then we can finish 
making the meal."
Down 
1. Declines
2. Region
3. * Chewers
4. * It's in most 
desserts ...all scrambled up?
5. Blood Type: O ___ 
Negative
6. David Bowie's 
supermodel wife
7. * It makes food 
absorbable into the body
8. * Chews
9. Pathway ...for short and 
backwards?
10. Stuff on Steel after 
Some Storms (bkwds.)
11. * Hors d'oeuvre
12. * Taste is a what?
13. * Cooking ones appear 
on television (bkwds.)
15. God of War, in Greek 
Mythology
21. Humor ...all scrambled 
up?
22. pleH ___ :kooB fo epyT
24. Ms. Irving
26. Make Over ...but 
backwards?
28. * Diner's exclamation: 
"This meal ___ good!"
29. Fortifying ditch 
(bkwds.)
31. Ski lift
33. Ms. Bonet

35. * Soup & Sandwich 
combos can be ordered 
from one
36. Group of three
38. * Hollered from the 
Kitchen: "I just have to 
___ the salad, and then 
I'll be right out!"
39. Said at the Filing 
Cabinet: "Let's just finish 
up with filing ___ En, 
then we can call it quits 
for the day."
40. * Plate
42. * Pop's Partner
45. Swerve
46. ___-Magnon Man 
(Extinct human)
49. Board Game, minus 
the "Monop"
51. * Heavy-bodied 
porter
52. * Said in the Grocery 
Store: "You'll find all of 
the breakfast cereals in 
___ number five."
54. * Chomps (bkwds.)
56. Jai follower
57. * Greek cheeses
59. Woman of 
Refinement (bkwds.)
61. State in the 
States ...but it's flipped 
around?
63. Celine Dion's hubby
64. In the past, in the past
66. Asner and McMahon
67. Roman Numerals for 
300
70. Atomic #77
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December 2020 News and  Announcements 
Family Worship at Magnolia 
F i r s t U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t 
Church!

The time is Here!

Starting November 1, from 
9:00am-9:30am. This family-
style worship service will be 
in the gym (Peace Hall), 
where families will sit 
together at tables to ensure 
social distancing. Coffee and 

doughnuts will be available!

This contemporary style service will allow families of all 
kinds to safely and comfortably get back into church 
without the fear of distracting or disturbing their 
neighbors while the nursery remains closed. 

This service will be geared toward engaging kids! You 
can expect fun interactive songs to sing and dance to with 
your children, a children's sermon, and a sermon from 
Pastor Gary all in 30 minutes! We will also have a 
special treat for our families! 

We look forward to seeing you all back in church on 
November 1 to worship together as a church family!

What else is happening in our District?

“Lay Servant Ministry” What is Lay Servant Ministry? To 
me, Lay Servant Ministry is a powerful way to explore God’s 
calling on your life and to be able to best use the gifts and 
talents you have been blessed with!  This can be a powerful 
tool to make you the best Sunday school teacher, Bible Study 
leader, or even explore your calling to pastoral ministry.  

Here is a list of some of the up-coming classes:

Volume 2 Issue 48

(1) Introduction to Lay Servant Ministry (LSM) - This course 
is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries. 

(2) Teaching Adults - It's hard to know which is more 
intimidating: a roomful of wiggling pre-schoolers or know-all 
adults.

(3) United Methodist Polity - The Method of Our Mission - A 
fresh understanding of United Methodism organization. 

(4) Preaching - Required text: From Your Heart to Theirs: 
Delivering an Effective Sermon by David Carroll and Tony 
Franks.

(5) See All the People - Beginning 9/23 10am-noon, over 5 
weeks, we will look at what would happen if we stopped fixing 
our church and started seeing all the people Christ calls us to 
reach! 

Crossword Puzzle Solution - 
“Delicious!”
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point in my life! It is most appropriately known by its 
acronym, “S.A.D.,” which stands for Seasonal Affective 
Disorder!

Why so sad when it's the Season of Hope? It is most 
often attributed to the changing seasons and reduced 
exposure to the sun. Still, in 2020, it's made worse by 
COVID-19 and the resulting increased time alone, we 
have to reflect on the many hopes and dreams that have 
been dashed in our lives: Those might be the many 
missed opportunities of life, illnesses that change the 
quality of our lives, financial insecurity, food insecurity 
for some, violence and hatred in our streets, broken 
hearts and broken dreams, and the list could go on and 
on. 

As a result of those disappointments, we can sometimes 
even lose hope for the future and might even begin to 
wonder if God has somehow lost track of us in this 
messy and pain-filled world in which we live.  

And what of our hopes? Are they just pipe-dreams, like 
those dreams we had as children that we might grow up 
to be a star athlete, astronaut, famous musician, and so 
forth. It could even be some of those adult dreams 
where we’ve thought, “I sure do hope I win the 
lottery!” All the while realizing that it was just a 
fanciful dream. 

But therein lies the problem. When we hear Holy 
Scripture speaking about the hope that we, as believers, 
should have, we wonder if this hope will be crushed just 
like our other hopes and dreams were!

And then not only do many of our dreams go out the 
window, but bad things happen to us, and we might 
even wonder, "Does God know what's happening to 
me? Does He even care? Is there any hope left out 
there?"

Let me reassure you, God knows, cares, and yes, there 
is always hope! The hope that we have in Him has been 
proven in the past, is equally valid for the present, and 
can be depended on for the future!  

So what's different about the kind of hope that Scripture 
calls us to have? In contrast to our occasionally dashed 
earthly hopes, biblical "hope" is not some wishful 
thinking as the word "hope" has come to mean in our 
language. In Greek, the word for hope is elpis (el-
pece'). The word elpis (ἔλπω) means to anticipate, 

usually with expectation and confidence.  

The clear implication is that biblical hope carries 
with it a confident expectation that what God has 
promised will happen!

With those thoughts in mind, let’s consider biblical 
“hope” in the past, present, and future:

I. The Past: The hope, the confident expectation, of 
Israel was that the Messiah would come!  Where did 
they get this hope from? They got this confident 
expectation from God’s Word and the trustworthy 
promises that it contains!

Let me give you a brief list of the many promises of 
the coming Savior that appear like a scarlet thread 
running throughout the Old Testament, starting with 
it’s initial hint after the first recorded sin in the Book 
of Genesis, when: 

1.) God promised the serpent (Satan) that Eve’s 
offspring would crush him (Genesis 3:15).

2.) The next promise came to Abraham when God 
said he would bless all people through his line 
(Genesis 12:3). 

3.) Abraham’s great-grandson, Judah, was promised 
that an eternal scepter (ruler) would come from his 
lineage (Genesis 49:10). 

4.) Thousands of years later, David, the son of Jesse, 
came from that very line to rule Israel. Isaiah 
prophesied that from David’s line would come the 
ultimate King (Isaiah 11:1–5). 

5.) Isaiah also foretold that a virgin would bear a son 
(Isaiah 7:14) 

6.) ...and Isaiah also foretold of the miraculous 
works he would do (Isaiah 35:5–6). 

7.) The Prophet Micah said Jesus would be born in 
Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). 

8.) The Prophet Zechariah accurately described his 
humble circumstances and betrayal (Zechariah 9:6; 
11:12–13). 
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9.) The Prophet Isaiah vividly foretold the torturous death Jesus would die and why (Isaiah 53), and ...

10.) David told of Jesus’ resurrection (Psalm 16:10).

They all had a confident expectation that what God had told them would come to pass!

II. The Present:  Although our passage for this morning tells of the past as it points to the future, it also remains 
firmly planted in the present day! It is firmly planted there, because this is where we live right now and it is our 
most critical concern! For our decisions in the here and now determine our future, both in the natural and the 
spiritual realms! This is the time to be watchful as we patiently wait. But this watchful waiting is not idle time, it 
is a time to be actively living out the Christian life with the hope that God has placed on your heart!  

There is a purpose and a promise to this active watching and waiting!

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for him and how 
you have shown your love to him by caring for other believers, as you still do. 11 Our great desire is that you will 
keep on loving others as long as life lasts, in order to make certain that what you hope for will come true. 12Then 
you will not become spiritually dull and indifferent. Instead, you will follow the example of those who are going 
to inherit God’s promises because of their faith and endurance.”  Hebrews 6:10-12 (NLT)

You might be thinking, “But what about the bad things that have happened in our lives, or are happening right 
now?” 

This has been a hard-learned life lesson for me, but it is nonetheless true!  Most of us have discovered that many 
of the experiences we have had in life are a mixture of good and bad. But all of these experiences, good and bad, 
make us who we are—not in the way a potter shapes a bowl, but in the way flour, butter, baking soda, oil, and 
sugar go together to make a cake. Most of those ingredients by themselves would not be very tasty if eaten or 
drunk on their own!  Imagine drinking raw eggs, snacking on a cup or two of flour, or sipping on some vegetable 
oil! Yuck! But mix them together, pour it into a cake pan, bake in a pre-heated oven, and you’ve probably got a 
pretty tasty treat! In similar fashion, if you take away some of those individual and not so tasty ingredients that 
make up the cake it won’t turn out quite right. 

Who you now are is the culmination of your life experiences and relationships. Even though life is full of many 
things that are a mixture of bitter, sour, sweet, and occasionally a little nauseating, God takes your life and those 
experiences and molds you, if you let Him, into the victorious Christian He desires to create.  

III. The Future: None of us really know what exactly the future will bring or when, but we walk by faith and not 
by sight, trusting that God is able bring us through to a wonderful future for all eternity!   

The Prophet Jeremiah wrote, For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord. They are plans for good and not 
for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.  Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT)

How do we know that things will not change with God? In Hebrews 13:8 the Apostle Paul wrote, Jesus Christ the 
same yesterday, and today, and forever.

So with all of this watchful waiting on this Sunday of hope, “What should we do as we are watching and 
waiting?”

1.) Focus on the positive - The Apostle Paul tells us what to think on to have a victorious Christian 
life...Philippians 4:8 “And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and 
honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of 
praise.” (NLT)

(continued on p. 8)
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Why Cynicism Is Soul Cancer and the Cure
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest 
on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge 
and fear of the Lord— and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or 
decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give 
decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he 
will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. The wolf will live with 
the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child 
will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the 
ox. The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. They will 
neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to 
him, and his resting place will be glorious. Isaiah 11:1–10 (NIV)

CONSIDER THIS — For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. Wow! 
Just wow! It’s time to train our eyes to see the beatific vision, to hone our sight on the horizon, to learn to behold the 
glorious state of the future. In order to do this, we must rid ourselves of the soul’s cancer: cynicism. The cynic cloaks 
himself in the wise disguise of a realist. Truth be told, realism is just another name for a defeated idealism. Cynicism 
is the bitter fruit of a desecrated imagination. Cynicism treats the sickness of our hopelessness with the topical 
ointment of our thinly veiled anger.

Newsflash: the Bible is not a book of idealism but of realism. Here’s the vision of biblical realism:  The wolf will live 
with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little 
child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw 
like the ox.

The Holy Spirit longs to fill and feed our anemic imaginations with such vision. Will we let him? It starts with 
dwelling on such words. No time like Advent to begin. So why do we rush to those angry, armchair, dime-store 
prophets who can only assuage our fears by blaming the Republicans or the Democrats? Advent calls saying, “Listen 
to these prophets of the arduous and adjacent possible. Let them encompass your weary imagination. They offer no 
easy solutions. They impart vision. We perish without it.” That’s what cynicism is: dead people who still have a 
pulse. But remember, a pulse means there’s still a possibility.

It’s time that we come to terms with this fact: the return of the Lord is a good thing. Is it not? But, you say, there are 
so many people I know who are not ready for this—the end of all things broken and the fulfillment of all things made 
new. And so, the Advent New Year’s question of questions: What about these people you love? Have you spoken to 
them concerning the end of all things broken and the fulfillment of all things made new? And how about you? Are 
you ready? If not, there is only one good reason.

It is because you are not sure the return of the Lord is a good thing. Think about it. The return of the Lord means no 
more child slavery. No more sex trade. No more cancer. No more drug addiction. No more tears. No more terrorism. 
No more war. No more starvation. No more wheelchairs. The sheen of newness everywhere. The contagion of 
gladness spreading, filling the earth “as the waters cover the sea.”

THE PRAYER — Our Father in heaven, nearer than my breath, thank you for these days of Advent and this new 
year in Christ. You will indeed fill the earth with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. I confess my 
cynical outlook; I have allowed the low-bar discourse of this world and its news to lower the tide of your good news 
in my soul. Open my mind and heart to more of your Word, to more of you. Come, Holy Spirit, wake me up, and 
make all of this fiercely practical in these days of Advent. In the name of Jesus Messiah—the one who has come, is 
here, and is coming again—for his glory and our good, amen.

THE QUESTIONS — Spend the next five minutes simply reading and ruminating over the biblical text for today. It 
is medicine for your soul. Only the therapy of Word and Spirit can cure the soul’s cancer of cynicism. How deep do 
the roots of cynicism go into your soul?

For the Awakening,
J.D. Walt

Sower-in-Chief
seedbed.com
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THE MAGNOLIA 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FAMILY WORSHIP 9:00 A.M.
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M.

GENESIS SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:35 A.M. 
SANCTUARY WORSHIP 10:45 A.M.

Mailing Address:
Magnolia First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main Street
Magnolia, Arkansas 71753

Phone: 870-234-4530 (Church)
Pastor: The Reverend Dr. Gary L. Maskell 
Email: homiletics2002@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.magnoliafumc.org/home

Lectionary Texts for this Week
December 06, 2020

The Second Sunday of Advent                    
Lectionary Texts:

Isa 40:1–11;                                                 
Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13 (UMH 806);                   

2 Peter 3:8–15a;                                         
Mark 1:1–8 

Liturgical Color: Purple or Blue
Purple can symbolize pain, suffering, and therefore 
mourning and penitence.  It is the liturgical color 
for the Season of Lent.  It is also the color of 
royalty, so traditionally has also been used for 
Advent and is still used in Catholic churches, 
although Blue Violet is also used. However, Blue is 
replacing purple for Advent in many Protestant 
churches.

There is Hope, Even in 2020!       (Continued from p.5)

A

2.) Trust God through the good and the bad - Having a confidant expectation in that “And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28  

a) Jesus said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” Hebrew 13:5 

b) In John 14:1-6 Jesus also said, “Let not you heart be troubled…”

3.) Let your faith and hope be seen by your actions – The Apostle James tells us, “But don’t just listen to God’s 
word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves.” James 1:22 (NLT)

Because of what happened in the past, we have a confident expectation that what God is promising in our lives for 
today, and what will happen in the future will come to pass!  

You have been blessed in the past, you are being blessed in the present, and you will be blessed in the future in order 
to be a blessing to others, so be one… 

Pastor Gary


