
 

the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 

www.magnoliafumc.org 
To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships 

                                                                                                            December 5, 2018 
Sunday 
8:30 a.m.—Chapel Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

5:00 p.m.—Chapel Worship 

6:30 p.m. —Youth Worship 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–4:00 

Friday 8:00–Noon   

870-234-4530 

Our Staff:  Pastor  

Pam Estes, 501-617-4887 

pam.estes@arumc.org  
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families; Michelle Anderson, 

Youth  Director; Tracie 

Nipper, Administrative 

Secretary; Amanda Franks, 

Business Manager; Dr. Kim 

Shirey, Director of Music; 

Sharon Ard, Organist; 

Chelsea Ross, Katie Wright, 

Anne Gantt, Tabitha Lewis, 

Kathy Loper, Anne Couch, 

Children’s Music 

J.D. Martin, Building 

Superintendent; Skippy 

Warlick, assistant supt.; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter and Kathy 

Easter, nursery attendants 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 
  8:30 AM CHAPEL WORSHIP  
  9:45 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL 
10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP 
  5:00 PM YOUTH HANDBELLS 
 SOUTHWEST DISTRICT CHARGE 

CONFERENCE (HOT SPRINGS) 
  6:00 PM YOUTH 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER 10 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
  5:45 PM  SPRC (CONFERENCE) 
  7:00 PM BOY SCOUTS 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
  6:00 PM CUB SCOUTS (PEACE) 
  6:00 PM CONFIRMATION CLASS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
  (PARSONAGE) 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
9:30 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
12:00 PM ADVENT LUNCH AND MUSIC CONCERT 
 MAGNOLIA SPECIALIZED SERVICES 
  1:00 PM INTERCESSORY PRAYER  
   (MARILYNN BLACKWOOD’S) 
  3:00 PM CHILDREN PICKED UP AT SCHOOL 
  3:45 PM SNACK & FELLOWSHIP (PEACE) 
  4:15 PM CHILDREN’S HANDBELLS (3—6) 

Nursery available on Wednesday 5 p.m.ð8 p.m. 
  5:00 PM J.A.M.  (3 YEARS—PREK);  GRACE NOTES  
 (K-1-2); JOYFUL SINGERS (3-6) 
  5:45 PM SNACK SUPPER FOR ALL 
  6:00 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY 
  6:15 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  6:15 PM ADULT HANDBELLS 
  6:15 PM INTERCESSORY PRAYER (CHAPEL) 
  6:15 PM YOUTH 
  7:00 PM CHILDREN DISMISSED 
  7:15 PM CHANCEL CHOIR 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 13 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
  5:30 PM MOPS MEETING (AVERITT) 
  6:30 PM CHILDREN & YOUTH VOLUNTEER PARTY 
 (BURGESS HOME) 
  6:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR AND ADULT HANDBELL 

CHRISTMAS PARTY (ALFORDS) 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14 
  6:30 PM DUO’S CHRISTMAS PARTY (BURGESS HOME) 
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Pastor Pamôs Ponderings . . Prayers recorded in the Bible testify to the deep 

desire God’s people have had for generations. We want to know that God is 

listening to us, that God’s care for us is specific and steadfast, and that God does 

answer. Sometimes when we read the psalms we see how others have approached 

God in prayer, it may surprise us how honestly the prayer expresses frustration with 

God. Does it bother you to think that David might have shaken his fist poetically at 

God for the apparent inaction of God? Does it bother you that the psalm-prayers 

express anger and even hatred for enemies? Isn’t it wondrous that God can handle 

the difficulties we present? Isn’t it marvelous that we can be totally honest with our 

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer? The Holy One receives our speech with love and 

grace. 

 Since our prayer is not a one-time conversation, but are ongoing 

relationships with God and with one another, we can know that constant prayer is 

our goal. Paul taught us to pray without ceasing. He meant that we are to be aware 

always of  the Presence of God. We can be in conversation with God in everything 

we do and wherever we are. 

 When Jesus taught the disciples to pray what we call the Lord’s prayer, he 

was giving us a model for prayer which continues to focus us on the realities we 

must face—that God is God and we are not, that God will provide when we trust, 

and that God forgives us in the same way in which we forgive.  

 Oh, there it is. The challenge. The phrase that calls us to pray, Lord, help me 

forgive myself, help me forgive others so that  You will forgive me. To forgive 

ourselves requires admission of our sins—

what we do that we should not do and what 

we do not do that we should do. To forgive 

others requires us to accept the 

imperfections of others and to leave 

consequences to God. To receive God’s 

gracious forgiveness requires that we let go 

of the past and press on towards the goal of 

living in the fullness of God’s gifts of love 

and mercy.  

 As we hear John the Baptizer 

prophetically roaring in the wilderness, 

“You bunch of snakes! Repent!” let us heed 

the call to change. Let us accept the gift of 

God’s Spirit to empower us to change so 

that all may be as God intends!  

  Shalom,  

  Pastor Pam    
  

 

Poinsettia Order Form 
 

Poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary 

December 16 through December 23.  To order a 

poinsettia in honor or in memory of a loved one, 

please complete the form below.  Forms are due no 

later than December 10.  The cost per poinsettia is 

$12.00.  No phone orders, please. 
 

In Honor of 

_______________________________________ 

 

In Memory of 

_______________________________________ 

 

 Gift of 

_______________________________________ 

 

A list will appear in the bulletin on December 16. 
Please complete a separate form  

for each poinsettia ordered.   

Please include payment with your form. 

Adults Growing  

as  

Disciples of  

Jesus Christ 
 

   

 Join us in studying the Advent!   

Conference Room  

Every Wednesday 9:30 a.m. or 6:15 p.m. 

 



 

In worship and study 
   

                 Worship                   S.S.    

December 2                     142                           62 

Having promised to be loyal to Jesus Christ through The United Methodist Church and to do all in our power to strengthen its ministries, we live out our promise by God’s grace together—participating faithfully in the ministries of  

First United Methodist Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world!  

Inviting all to know the love of God, share grace, develop relationships 

Our Witness in Service and Study Our Presence & Gifts 

STEWPOT MINISTRY  

PARTICIPANTS  

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 

Host: Valerie Sanders 

Servers: Merilyn Jones & Asbury UMC 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10 

Host: Bill Jackson 

Servers: S-Alternative Learning in Magnolia  

c/o Anne Burgess 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 

Host and Servers: Phi Mu Sorority c/o Abigail 
 

Thank you for your service. There is room for all 

 to serve—call Noelle Nielsen, 949-4180. 

Sunday Worship, December 2 

Acolytes: Brandon Hill &  

Kingston Norman 

Offertory Prayer: Brandon Hill 

Responsive Reader:  Richard Wood, 

Zoe Taylor 
 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILDðChapel: Linda & Richard Wood 

Sanctuary: Kim Wyrick (12/3—12/9) 

Our Prayers of Praise 

We praise God foré 
The safe arrival of Rylee Kate 

Gordon, born November 29. She is 

the daughter of Laura Kaar and 

Joshua Gordon. Grandfather David 

Kaar,  Great grandfather Joe Kaar 

and proud Uncle Joey and Aunt Hannah welcome this six 

pound nine ounce gift! 

Our Service 

In tithes and offerings for ministry funding  

                                                 

December 2                                  $11,763.00 

Read the Holy One Bible together!  
  

Family Bible Activity Time is a great 

way to connect to God each week. 

Pick up your Family Activity Sheets 

in the Holy One children’s worship 

bags located in the Holy One narthex 

or sanctuary stairwell. Sheets are for both Pre-Readers 

and Readers, John 6:24-35; Ephesians 4:25-5:2; 

Ephesians 5:15-20; Ephesians 6:10-20 

Our Financial Need Per Month  

to fund our ministries fullyð $54, 183 

Year to date we have received $416,271.00 

Our Prayers of Intercession 

We ask for Godôs help for ð 
 

*the family of Joyce McMahen 

*those affected by storms 
 

To participate in our prayer ministry, please contact 

Tracie at the office. She’ll add you to the email network 

or the phone notification list.   ADVENT LUNCHEONS 

 

 
 

December 12—Magnolia Specialized Services 

 (Peace Hall) 
 

Musical program followed by  

homemade soups, sandwiches, and desserts 

12/1 Ann Gurnea 12/16 Rosalie Cranston 

12/2 Nancy Carter 12/18 Carolyn Greene 

12/2 Jeremy Jennings 12/19 Pat Fallin 

12/7 Molly Burns 12/19 Dinah Wynns 

12/7 Ginger Cook 12/20 Scott Keith 

12/9 Adrienne Mullins 12/20 Keely McDonald 

12/9 Laura Wilson 12/21 Donnie Sneed 

12/10 Katie Davis 12/22 Dana Brantley 

12/11 Susan Jennings 12/22 Christy Watson 

12/11 Kent Wilson 12/23 Christian Kardas 

12/12 Lee Ann Davis 12/25 Randy Hayes 

12/14 Lowell Davis 12/27 Lilly Giles 

12/15 Cameron Bagwell 12/27 Pam Shemas 

12/15 Mitzi McCook 12/28 Jim Garrett 

  12/31 Kirk McConnell 

    

 
Jesse Tree  

Advent Study for 
families at home  

Begins December 2  
 

Books  
available in  

 Sanctuary foyer 
and church office  

 
Pick yours up today  

 

   MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 FOOD DRIVE 

    

Every December Magnolia Public 

Schools hold a canned food drive.  

Yearly, the Stewpot benefits. The 

Stewpot is in need of your help to get these cans to 

the Couch Bus Barn from the schools.  We’ll pickup 

cans on Friday, December 21 from 2:00—3:00 P.M. 

at Eastside School.  Please call Whitney Whitelaw, 

leave a message, 904-8043, if you can help or provide 

a heater for inside the barn! We’ll sort these donations 

on Saturday, January 5 at 10:00 a.m. at the Couch 

Bus Barn.    
 

Thank you for your service. There is room for all 

 to serve—call Noelle Nielsen, 949-4180. 

Christmas Light Fundraiser 
The Spring Youth will hang your Christmas lights 

 inside or outside for donations!  

All proceeds go towards Youth Missions and  

Conference Events! 

Contact Michelle Anderson, 234-4530  

to make an appointment 

A Blue Christmas  

Worship Service  
 

Clegg  Chapel,  

Monday, December 17  

Noon and 5:30 p.m.  

 

This service is for those 

who face sorrow or 

hopelessness during this 

season of joy. Invite a 

friend. Help bless others this Advent Season 

with the comfort of Christ. 

CHANCEL CHOIR CANTATA  

December 16, 10:45 am worship service  

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  

December 16, 3:30 pm  


