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Sunday 
8:30 a.m.—Chapel Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

During COVID-19 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–1:00 

Friday Closed  

870-234-4530 
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Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell 
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families Ministries;  

Tracie Nipper, Administrative 
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Amanda Franks, Business 
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Dr. Kim Shirey, Director of 
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Sharon Ard, Organist; 

Chelsea Ross,  Bonnie Adcox, 

Tabitha Lewis, Kathy Loper,  

Children’s Music 

Skippy Warlick, Building 

Supervisor; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 

& Kim Easter, nursery 

attendants 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED—NEW YEARS EVE 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED—NEW YEARS DAY 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website 
     9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
     9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS –Parlor (everyone) 
 GENESIS STUDY CLASS—Averitt (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
MONDAY, JANUARY 4 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours  
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 5 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 
      TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STUDY Preschool –6th grade 
         “Dig-In to the Life of Jesus” Preschool to Early Elementary and 
          Elementary to 6th Grade Videos on Website and YouTube 

     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     6:00 PM—7:00PM YOUTH - Basement (Grades 7-12) 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
      
 

All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 
 
      

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
 

   

                            Worship              Offerings 
   
December 6                     35 ( 9:00)            $9,207.00 
                 32 (10:45) 
December 13                   36 (9:00)             $3,085.00  
    22 (10:45) 
December 20                   29  (9:00)           $14,619.00 
                                        38 (10:45) 
December 24                   50 (4:00) 
                25 (6:00) 
December 27                   13 (9:00)        N/A 
                                        25(10:45) 

Monday, December 28   8:00AM-1:00PM 
Tuesday, December 29          8:00AM-1:00PM 
Wednesday, December 30     8:00AM-1:00PM 
Thursday, December 31         CLOSED 
Friday, January 1                   CLOSED  
 
 

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of  
John Langley. 

 

“Remembering Who We Are in Christ” 
 
Please keep in mind, this is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, and 
much is missing, so make sure you get the Magnolia Messenger for the whole 
Sermon and more!] Galatians 4:4-7 
 
2020 is rapidly becoming nothing but a bad memory. Unfortunately, for many of 
us, that memory won't vanish entirely! Maybe you're one of those folks who are 
blessed with the ability to leave painful memories, experiences, and day to day 
reality behind you, then you are truly blessed. And please don't counsel anyone 
who is so blessed! Most of us try to forget the bad memories and only remember 
the good ones, but sometimes the bad memories and daily thoughts can creep up 
and bite us when we least expect it.   
 
About a month ago, I mentioned that I'm part of a Facebook group for folks fac-
ing specific life challenges. As I spoke about it during prayer, I gave you the most 
recent statistics of two attempted suicides and one completed suicide. Their mem-
ories and daily reality continue to haunt them. More statistically significant is that 
six (6) of our members have committed suicide in the past year. As one member 
noted, I feel like one of the toys in the old Christmas special, "Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer and the Island of Misfit Toys."  
 
If you don't remember the movie, let me give you the Reader's Digest version of 
it. Rudolph was tired of being only a novelty person with his nose so bright, trav-
eled to the Island of Misfit Toys with Hermey, the elf dentist, to perform a root 
canal on King Moonracer. After a successful dental procedure, Rudolph and Her-
mey encountered a storm on the way home. They wound up on Castaway Cove, 
where discarded toys live. One unfortunate resident of Castaway Cove was Mr. 
Snuggles. Meanwhile, the evil Toy Taker is stealing all of the toys from the is-
land, including those new toys in Santa's workshop, claiming that he's saving 
them from the inevitable fact that children eventually outgrow their toys and 
throw them away. The residents living on the Island of Misfit Toys felt unwanted 
because of some real flaws. The kite was afraid of heights! There was an unhappy 
boomerang that wouldn't come back when thrown. The Piggy Bank had no slot 
for coins and therefore had an empty belly, and the Jack in the Box was named 
Charlie. After all, Charlie reasoned, who would want a "Charlie in the ox"?   Are 

you with me so far? Lol If not, just watch the movie on YouTube, and you'll ex-

perience a sweet trip down memory lane! I won't spoil the ending, but as Christ-
mas cartons go, it was a happy one! 
 
So what does this have to do with Galatians 4, Christmas, or anything for that 
matter? To one degree or another, many folks live in the past or the painful pre-
sent.  They re-experience emotional traumas on an almost daily basis.  They for-
get about their many blessings and focus on the negative.   



 

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  
AT HOME 

 
Simeon and Anna      
                December 27, 2020 - January  2, 2021 
 
Read together:  “Simeon and Anna” (pages 226-229 in the Spark 
Story Bible). You might read Luke 2:22-38 in your Bible or at 
biblegateway.com.  
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Simeon blessed Baby Jesus.  A blessing reminds us how much 
God loves us.  A blessing wishes us well.  What words would 
you use to bless a new baby? 
 

Family conversation cues (older children) 
Each week we end our at-home Treehouse Family Sunday 
School by blessing each person—a reminder of God’s love, pro-
tection, and strength.  What do you think Simeon’s blessing for 
Baby Jesus was like?   
 

Family Blessing 
God loves you, protects you, and gives you strength.  You are 
blessed. [Family member’s name], you are a special child of 
God.  You are a blessing.   

   MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL   
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

    

 
 
 
 
 

 

Your help is also be needed for the sorting of 
donations on Saturday, January 9 at 10:00 

a.m. at the bus barn.  
 

Please call Whitney Whitelaw,  
870-904-8043, if you can help.   

 

Thank you for your service, 
there is room for all to serve! 

    

1/4 Diana Courson 1/19 Janice Jetton 

1/5 Kristal McDonald 1/19 Santo Petitto 

1/6 Jeff Brantley 1/22 Bill Nielsen 

1/8 Jennifer Adkins 1/23 Carolyn Clegg 

1/9 Laurel Adkins 1/24 Mitzi Bagwell 

1/10 Steve Nipper 1/24 Larry Burrow 

1/11 Luke Genestet 1/26 Dan Marsh 

1/13 Landry Carter 1/30 Mike Shemas 

1/15 Kathy Sharp 1/31 Pat Souter 

    

A prayer for new beginnings 

 This is a time to be born.  
So we turn to you, God of our life  

God of all our years,  
God of our beginning....  

We dare pray that you will do for us  
and among us and through us  

what is needful for our newness.  
Give us the power to be receptive,  
to take the newness you give ....  

There is a time to be born, and it is now.  
We sense the pangs and groans of your newness.  

Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen.  
 

How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new 
year coincide! Epiphany reveals a new King, the be-
ginning of his ministry, his new disciples, his first 

healings, his “new teaching — with authority” (Mark 
1:27). We, too, experience newness, now and year-
round. But newness can be tough. So we trust that 
God, who “[makes] all things new” while banishing 

“mourning and crying and pain” (Revelation 21:4-5), 
walks with us in this new year — and always. 

SPECIAL DATES 
 

• New Year’s Day, January 1, 2021 

• Epiphany, January 6, 2021 

• Baptism of the Lord, January 10, 2021 

• Religious Freedom Day, January 16, 2021 

• Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 18, 
2021 

• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,  January 
18-25, 2021 

As a result of this kind of thinking, they also forget who they are in Christ Jesus!  The words of the Apostle Paul come to mind. 
Philippians 3:12-14 I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection. But I 
press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. 13 No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved 
it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 13 I press on to reach the end of the 
race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. 
 

We might not be able to supernaturally forget the past as it might appear that Paul was saying. Because if that’s the case, then Paul 
never forgot who he used to be before Christ. He rejoiced at how God had brought him from darkness to the marvelous light of 
Christ.  He just chose to not live in the past and he chose to live into who Christ called him to be! So, who are we in Christ? Let me 
give you one Scripture passage for each of the Twelve Days of Christmas! 
 

(1) 2 Corinthians 5:17  This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life 
has begun! (2) Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good 
things he planned for us long ago. (3) 1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. (4) Romans 
8:1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. (5) John 1:12 But to all who believed him and accepted 
him, he gave the right to become children of God. (6) 2 Corinthians 5:21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the 
offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. (7) Ephesians 2:6 For he raised us from the dead 
along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. (8) John 15:15  I no 
longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the 
Father told me. (9) 2 Timothy 1:7 For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. (10) Galatians 3:26 
For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. (11) Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. (12) Romans 8:37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 
 

Maybe you feel like my sad friend, like one of the toys on Misfit Island. Maybe you feel as though you have been thrown away and 
are living on Castaway Cove. Or perhaps, the worries of this world have stolen away your joy. Whatever you might feel about 
yourself due to someone else tossing you away or making you feel like a misfit, remember who you are in Christ Jesus! If the cares 
and temptations of this world have “stolen” away your joy through some sin or distraction, then come back to God through repent-
ance and your joy will be restored!  Post these verses on your refrigerator, mirror, or in your car that you might see them as a 
daily reminder go who you are in Christ. As important as that is, hide them in your heart so that you might not sin 
against God and remember your new identity in Christ Jesus! 
 

So remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!   
Pastor Gary 


