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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

           December 29, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap 
  
 

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in an abbre-
viated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read the 
whole sermon ("Advent 4 – The Sunday of Love") in the Magnolia Messenger for 
the "rest of the story" Read Micah 5:2-5a.   
     As I walked across the street last night to print the Peace Hall worship bul-
letins, I was struck by the quietness of the night, the coolness of the air, and 
the gentle glow of lights coming from the square. It made me think about 
some of the many Christmases I was blessed to celebrate.  It made me re-
member many of my Christmases from long ago. So let me ask, “What 
comes to your mind’s eye when you think about your past Christmases?” 
For most of us, we usually only remember the most colorful parts like the 
parties, the meals, the festive Christmas trees with their lights all-aglow, 
decorated with ornaments, and the carefully wrapped presents resting un-
derneath its branches. Maybe you remember going door-to-door singing 
cheery Christmas carols. I remember trudging through the snow with some 
of my friends from school caroling in the bone-chilling cold. We went from 
house to house singing our hearts out with the occasional Christmas carol 
recipient giving us cups of hot chocolate to warm our hands and bellies! 
What treasured memories! 
     Most of our Christmas hymns and carols remind us of this bright and joy-
ous spirit, but a few of them bring a definite feeling of holy quietness to our 
souls. Certainly, Silent Night is one such hymn, but another hymn stirred up 
a sacred memory from my childhood. Over 100 years ago, Christina G. Ros-
setti wrote “In the Bleak Midwinter,” the hymn that Sharon played this 
morning. I have to admit, when I first saw that this was our offertory for this 
morning, I thought what a dreary-sounding title for a Christmas Hymn! But 
the more I thought about the title and the lyrics, the more it brought me 
back to a different Christmas experience in my younger days of life in New 
Jersey. This moment-in-time allowed me to experience a very sacred mo-
ment that has stayed with me since that night! 

     Whether this moment-in-time for me occurred after a night of Christmas caroling 
or not, I cannot recall. Still, I remember it being late in the evening on one of the 
many cold nights right before Christmas. It was indeed a bleak midwinter night. It 
was indeed a bleak midwinter night. [please refer to the Magnolia Messenger for the 
complete account] I don't know what the night was like in Bethlehem Ephra-
thah some 2,000 years ago. Still, I suspect the sacredness I felt on the cold streets of 
Rahway, New Jersey afforded me a snapshot of what "In the Bleak Midwinter" was 
proclaiming in song. When Sharon played "In the Bleak Midwinter," we didn't sing 
the lyrics, so listen as I read the song's words that brought this extraordinary 
memory back to me… 
 

 



In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,  
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;  

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,  
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.  

 
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain;  

Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign.  
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed  

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.  
 

Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night and day,  
Breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay;  
Enough for Him, whom angels fall before,  

The ox and ass and camel which adore.  
 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there,  
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;  
But His mother only, in her maiden bliss,  

Worshipped the beloved with a kiss.  
 

What can I give Him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;  
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;  
Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 

None of us can go back in time to our Christmases past to worship Him as we should, so how 
can we celebrate Christmas in a way that truly brings glory to Him?                                                        
Sharing - We can celebrate a Christmas that glorifies God by telling others about Christ. In          
Luke 2:17, we read, “After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and 
what the angel had said to them about this child.”  

Reflecting - We can celebrate such a Christmas by reflecting on its wonderful meaning.  In 
Luke 2:18-19, Luke tells us that everyone who heard about the birth of Christ was aston-
ished, and Mary pondered these things in her heart.  

 Offering Praise - We can celebrate such a Christmas by offering praise and glory to God. 
Luke 2:20 tells us the shepherds glorified and praised God for all that they had seen and 
heard. 

 
Beneath the spending and stress that Christmas has become to many folks lies the true mean-
ing of Christmas. On a bleak midwinter night, God entered this world in the person of Christ 
Jesus to give us the most magnificent Christmas gift of all time - eternal life. This gift of eter-
nal life is free for all of us. Still, it cost God His only begotten son that whosoever should be-
lieve in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. Perhaps this morning, you can begin 
to give Jesus all of your heart, accept Him as your Lord and Savior so you can give Him a 
beautiful gift in return.  You can give Him the gift of you! 
 Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                                      
              Pastor Gary   



TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Wise Men                  January 2-8, 2022 

Read together:  “Wise Men” (pages 218-223 in the 
Spark Story Bible). 
You might read Matthew 2:1-12 in your Bible or at  
biblegateway.com.  
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
The Wise Men brought special gifts to Jesus.  Have you 
ever given someone a special gift?  Have you ever re-
ceived a special gift?  What was it about those gifts that 
made them special?   
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
The Bible says that when the Wise Men saw the star, 
they were filled with joy (Matthew 2:10).  What are 
some things about Jesus that fill you with joy today? 
 
Family Blessing 
God blessed us with the gift of Jesus—the best gift  
ever.  We give the gift of love as we follow Jesus. 
 
[Family member’s name], you are a special creation 
from God.  You are a blessing.   

12/2 Jeremy Jennings 12/18 Carolyn Greene 

12/4 Jennifer Hoover 12/18 Ali Lindsey 

12/7 Molly Burns 12/19 Pat Fallin 

12/7 Ginger Cook 12/19 Mana Privitt 

12/10 Katie Davis 12/19 Dinah Wynns 

12/11 Susan Jennings 12/21 Donnie Sneed 

12/11 Makaila Stagner 12/21 Shelly Burgess 

12/11 Kensleigh Watkins 12/22 Brennan Beams 

12/12 LeeAnn  Davis 12/22 Dana Brantley 

12/14 Lowell Davis 12/22 Christy Watson 

12/15 Mitzi McCook 12/25 Randy Hayes 

12/16 Rosalie Cranston 12/27 Lilly Herring 

12/17 Grace Kelso 12/27 Pam Shemas 

  12/28 Jim Garrett 

Thank you 
from the  

The Stew Pot 

 
600 Students 

+ 
70 School Personnel 

Collecting 
8,479 cans of food 

= 
31,200 

 
people who will be fed in 

2022 

                                                                      

 

 

  Introducing 
Happy George Jacob 

Named by our Treehouse Kids  
December 24, 2021 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31 NEW YEARS EVE 
  CHURCH OFFICE AND CDC CLOSED 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 2 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by Billie Dadgar 
 Sunday School - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY   
  God Came Near (Zoom) 
MONDAY, JANUARY 3 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 6 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 7 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
December 5                                                       $7,619.00 
 Family (9:00)                   8          
 Sun. Sch. (9:15)               25  
 Sanctuary (10:15)            65     
December 12                                                     $7,330.00 
 Family(9:00)                    14 
 Sunday School (9:15)      29 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             93 
December 19                                                    $11,150.00 
               Family (9:00) 
 Sunday School (9:15)      24 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           105 
Christmas Eve Service (5:00)     200 
December 26                                                         N/A                          
 Sunday School (9:15)      18     
 Sanctuary (10:15)             50 

HOW TO KEEP CHRISTMAS 

Inspirational author Wilferd Peterson pondered ways 
to “best keep Christmas” and “defeat the little bit of 
Scrooge in all of us.” After reading his suggestions, 
add your own! 

• By following the Star … to stand again in awe 
and wonder before the Babe in the manger. 

• By rediscovering the faith and simplicity of a 
little child. 

• By being still and listening to the angels sing 
within our hearts. 

• By quietly evaluating our lives according to the 
Master’s standards as set forth in the Sermon on 
the Mount. 

• By resolving to give ourselves away to others. 

• By using the light of Christmas to guide us 
through … the coming year. 


