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            December 16, 2020

Sunday 
8:30 a.m.—Chapel Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

During COVID-19 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–1:00 

Friday Closed  

870-234-4530 

 

Our Staff:   
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell 
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families Ministries;  

Tracie Nipper, Administrative 

Secretary;  

Amanda Franks, Business 

Manager;  

Dr. Kim Shirey, Director of 

Music;  

Sharon Ard, Organist; 

Chelsea Ross,  Bonnie Adcox, 

Tabitha Lewis, Kathy Loper,  

Children’s Music 

Skippy Warlick, Building 

Supervisor; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 

& Kim Easter, nursery 

attendants 
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Address Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main 
Magnolia, AR  71753 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    10:00AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website 
     9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
     9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS –Parlor (everyone) 
 GENESIS STUDY CLASS—Averitt (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     4:00 PM YOUTH HANG TIME - (Grades 7—12) 
MONDAY, DECEMBER  21 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours  
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER  22 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23 
      TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STUDY Preschool –6th grade 
         “Dig-In to the Life of Jesus” Preschool to Early Elementary and 
          Elementary to 6th Grade Videos on Website and YouTube 

     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     6:00 PM—7:00PM YOUTH - Basement (Grades 7-12) 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24 
     CHURCH OFFICE, STEWPOT AND CDC CLOSED 
     4:00 PM CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE (SANCTUARY) 
     6:00 PM CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE (SANCTURAY) 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25 
     CHURCH OFFICE AND CDC CLOSED-CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
 

   

                            Worship              Offerings 
   
December 6                     35 ( 9:00)            $9,207.00 
                 32 (10:45) 
December 13                   36 (9:00)             $3,085.00  
    22 (10:45) 

Monday, December 21            8:00AM-1:00PM 
Tuesday, December 22          8:00AM-1:00PM 
Wednesday, December 23     8:00AM-1:00PM  
Thursday, December 24        CLOSED  
Friday, December 25             CLOSED 
Monday, December 28   8:00AM-1:00PM 
Tuesday, December 29          8:00AM-1:00PM 
Wednesday, December 30     8:00AM-1:00PM 
Thursday, December 31         CLOSED 
Friday, January 1                   CLOSED  
 
 

THE “VISITOR” WILL NOT BE  
PUBLISHED NEXT WEEK 

“Advent Joy!” 
 

[Please keep in mind, this is a very abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon, 

and much is missing, so make sure you get the Magnolia Messenger for the 

whole Sermon and more!] Psalm 126 

 

Joy is the theme for this third Sunday in Advent. Though joy can be thought of 
as closely related to happiness, I think of joy as having a more long-lasting qual-
ity. As most of us have learned, happiness is often fleeting. I liken it to the mo-
mentary happiness that a child gets when opening those Christmas morning pre-
sents only to quickly forget about them in a matter of a few short weeks. Our 
everyday happiness can be like that. We might think to ourselves: If only I could 
get a better job and make more money, then I’d be happy! If only I could win the 
lottery, then I’d be happy! If only I could get that fancy car, then I’d be happy! If 
only I could __________ (you fill in the blank), then I’d be happy! 
 
Many years ago, I thought that a fancy Corvette would give me true happiness 
and joy. I finally got one, and although I loved my “Vette” it was, in the end, just 
a car! I later thought that my true happiness and joy could come from another 
person. A painful life experience or two proved me wrong once again. I eventu-
ally found myself at the bottom of the financial and emotional barrel. My financ-
es had reached such a low level that I had to move into the local housing projects 
in Camden, Arkansas. Sitting in my project apartment’s poorly crafted living 
room, I remember wearily reclining on my broken down sofa, listening to people 
angrily exchanging profanities outside my window. I was sitting there and star-
ing into space, and then something caught my attention. It wasn’t something 
small that caught my attention. No, it was my entire living room that caught my 
attention. I remember marveling at just how ugly the room was. Let me describe 
it to you. I can still see the drape-less windows covered only by the yellowed and 
broken slats on the old Venetian blinds that adorned my windows.  Then there 
was the exposed metal conduit that ran up and out of the floor from a crudely cut 
hole, straight up the wall, and across the ceiling, where it ended in a bare light 
bulb socket… a socket that apparently had never, ever been graced by a decora-
tive globe of any sort. As I stared at this eyesore of a room, I remembered the 
hymn, “Count Your Blessings.”  
 
I sat there and counted my blessings and named them one by one. I remember 
being thankful that I not only had a place to live but that I had heat because it 
was the first time in about a year or so that I was able to afford to have a warm 
place to live. And though Melissa lived about 35 miles away in Waldo, I remem-
ber thanking God for bringing her into my life. I remember thanking God for 
Jesus’ sacrifice on Calvary for my sins and the sins of the world. Then, as I was 
counting my blessings, the floodgate of thanksgivings started to open up for me;  



 

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL AT HOME 

 
Jesus Is Born                                                      December 20-26, 2020 
 
Read together:  “Jesus Is Born” (pages 212-217 in the Spark Story Bible). 
You might read Luke 2:1-20 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Mary and Joseph’s trip to Bethlehem, a new baby, angels, and shepherds.  Everybody did something important 
in this Christmas story.  What is something important that you do at Christmas?  
 

Family conversation cues (older children) 
God used Mary, Joseph, an innkeeper, and shepherds in an unfolding story of love and joy.  They were regular 
people, living their daily lives.  What about you?  What are some ways God is using you in your daily life to 
share love and joy? 
 

Family Blessing 
God speaks to us through the Bible.  What did you hear in this story that is speaking to you today? 
[Family member’s name], you are a special child of God.  You are a blessing.   
 
Simeon and Anna              December 27, 2020 - January  2, 2021 
 

Read together:  “Simeon and Anna” (pages 226-229 in the Spark Story Bible). 
You might read Luke 2:22-38 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Simeon blessed Baby Jesus.  A blessing reminds us how much God loves us.  A blessing wishes us well.  What 
words would you use to bless a new baby? 
 

Family conversation cues (older children) 
Each week we end our at-home Treehouse Family Sunday School by blessing each person—a reminder of 
God’s love, protection, and strength.  What do you think Simeon’s blessing for Baby Jesus was like?   
 

Family Blessing 
God loves you, protects you, and gives you strength.  You are blessed. 
[Family member’s name], you are a special child of God.  You are a blessing.   

   MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL   
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

    

 
 
 
 
 
Every December, Magnolia Public Schools 

holds a canned food drive.  The Stewpot is in 
need of your help to get these cans to the 

Church Bus Barn from the school.   
 

We’ll pickup cans on Friday, December 18, 
at 1:00 p.m. at Eastside School.   

 

Your help is also be needed for the sorting of 
donations on Saturday, January 9 at 10:00 

a.m. at the bus barn.  
 

Please call Whitney Whitelaw,  
870-904-8043, if you can help.   

 

Thank you for your service, 
there is room for all to serve! 

12/1 Anna Gurnea 12/18 Carolyn Greene 

12/2 Jeremy Jennings 12/18 Ali Lindsey 

12/4 Jennifer Hoover 12/19 Pat Fallin 

12/7 Molly Burns 12/19 Mana Privitt 

12/7 Ginger Cook 12/19 Dinah Wynns 

12/10 Katie Davis 12/21 Donnie Sneed 

12/11 Susan Jennings 12/22 Brennan Beams 

12/11 Makaila Stagner 12/22 Dana Brantley 

12/11 Kensleigh Watkins 12/22 Christy Watson 

12/12 LeeAnn Jordan Davis 12/25 Randy Hayes 

12/14 Lowell Davis 12/27 Lily Giles 

12/15 Mitzi McCook 12/27 Pam Shemas 

12/16 Rosalie Cranston 12/28 Jim Garrett 

12/17 Grace Kelso   

    

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
December 24, 2020 

4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
FUMC Sanctuary 

 

Communion will be served as we remain in our pews  
(pick up individually sealed communion cups where 

 temperature checks take place) 

I remembered how the apostles, prophets, disciples, Jesus, and the many faithful Christians had suffered greatly down 
through the years. I also thanked God for all that I still had in Christ Jesus through my salvation and the many families 
and friends that God blessed me with in my life. Sitting in that very crummy room, I felt the joy of the Lord, I felt His 
peace, which passes all understanding, and He reminded me that He would never leave me nor forsake me. This emo-
tion was not earthly happiness that was dependent upon my circumstances because I felt like I was at rock bottom, but 
it was the joy of the Lord. It was something that neither man, woman, nor devil could take from me. 
 

Let me repeat it, our Christian joy is independent of our circumstances, but it flows from God as we decide to be 
thankful for what we have in Christ Jesus! How does such joy develop? The Apostle Paul writes in Galatians 5:22-23, 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is: love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 meekness, self-
control…” Christian joy is not necessarily an instantaneous aspect of becoming a Christian, but it grows when we al-
low ourselves to be nurtured and led by God’s Holy Spirit and by living lives of loving faithfulness and obedience to 
God. Like fruit needs the proper conditions to grow, so does the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

On this third Sunday of Advent, this Sunday of Joy, please know that worldly happiness might be fleeting. Still, godly 
joy will always continue to reign in our lives as we allow God’s Spirit to take our attitudes and decisions and trans-
form us into the very image of Christ. I don’t know where your joy levels are sitting this morning. Your joy levels 
might be full or nearly empty. But, I do know from my personal experience that if you fill your life with God’s pres-
ence, surround yourself with loving Christian believers, and allow the fruits of the Spirit to develop in your life, then 
you will start to experience the real joy of the Lord this Advent and Christmas Season. Oh, and by the way, don’t trade 
the joy of the Lord for anything that this world has to offer; it’s not worth it! If you’re already experiencing that joy, 
then go onward for a deeper level of joy by sharing Christ with everyone you meet this week. If you don’t know that 
joy, then come to Him and be filled with His Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy this very day! 
 

So remember always that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!                                          Pastor Gary 


