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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

           December 8, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap 
 
     If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in an abbrevi-
ated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole 
sermon ("Advent 2 - Christ the Way, Our Prince of Peace") in the Magnolia Messenger 
for the "rest of the story" Read Luke 3:1-6. Various Advent calendars have slightly differ-
ent names for each of the Sundays of Advent. I have seen this second week of Advent 
with different designations, one of which is Christ the Way Sunday and the other is, The 
Sunday of Peace. Our Gospel passage for this week emphasizes the theme of Christ the 
Way with John the Baptizer pointing our attention to the one who is “the way, the truth 
and the life” (John 14:6). He also was preparing the way for the one who the prophet 
Isaiah prophetical referred to as “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, 
Prince of Peace”  Isaiah 9:6 
     As the weeks roll by, I find it amazing how quickly time has passed this year. If you 
haven't checked your Christmas countdown calendar lately, we are just 19 days (or less) 
from Christmas! As such, I feel obligated to ask you my perennial question… it's a ques-
tion that you'll probably hear more than once in the approximately 21/2 weeks to 
come, "Are you ready for Christmas?" It's a simple question, but behind it lies many 
smaller but very troubling questions like (a) Do you have all of your shopping done? (b) 
Have you finished wrapping all your gifts? (c) Have you put up your Christmas tree and 
all the decorations? (d) Have you sent your Christmas cards? (e) Have you finished bak-
ing all of the Christmas goodies? (f) Is your house clean and ready for visitors? With the 
added stress of COVID-19 and its developing variants, along with all of the hustle-bustle 
of the season, we can lose sight of who is most important in this blessed season. That per-
son is Jesus Christ, the one whose birthday we are getting ready to celebrate.  
     But John the Baptizer is here this morning as "The voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” For those who have a fair 
number of Sunday School classes under our belts, the name John the Baptist immediately 
comes to mind. When I think of John the Baptist, I picture a rather wild-looking guy 
standing near the banks of the Jordan River. The wind is blowing the sand about. John is 
standing there dressed just as scripture describes him wearing his woven camel-hair suit - 
with a broad leather belt cinching it tightly around his waist. I suspect John would have 
made quite a visual impression on those who saw him. John was dedicated as a Nazarite, 
so no blade would have ever touched the hair of his head nor the hair on his face. His diet 
consisted of locusts and wild honey. Perhaps as you approach John, you may notice a few 
things: possibly the smell of his camel-hair suit, and you might even see a small remnant 
of his last meal still clinging to his beard. Many thoughts and descriptions might come to 
mind but one thing is sure, when John started to preach repentance and baptism, you and 
I would be convinced that John was a man of prayer, a man who was committed to the 
mission that God had given him. You see, John was a unique individual.  He was filled 
with the Holy Spirit from his mother's womb. He was specially chosen to be the fore-
runner of our Lord Jesus Christ as he began his earthly ministry. John, led of the spirit, 
forsook whatever worldly pleasures and rank he may have had as the son of Zacharias, a 
Levitical priest. He was out busily preparing the way for the Lord's personal appearance 
on the scene. Following Jesus' baptism by his cousin John, Jesus' ministry increased, 
John's ministry decreased. The spotlight is shifted from John to Jesus. Jesus called unto 
himself 12 disciples whom he trained and protected until the time was right to send them 
out on their first missionary journey.  



  

The spotlight is broadened as we learn more about the twelve. He gave them special power and authority to perform 
their ministry of preaching, healing, and deliverance from demons. They, too, were preparing the way of the Lord — 
setting the stage for our Lord's personal appearances in the lives of those whom Jesus would soon meet. Later on, Jesus 
sent out 70 others with a similar purpose and mission.  See Luke 10:1-11, 16-20. 
     Let's step back in time for a moment and listen in as Jesus gives the 70 their instructions and take them to heart for 
our lives as well: (I) Be Empowered — Before the start of Jesus’ earthly ministry, John the Baptist was filled with the 
Holy Spirit while still in his mother’s womb. He had a special task to perform, and John needed the fullness of the Ho-
ly Spirit to perform his ministry. While Jesus’ earthly ministry took place, the disciples and the others that Jesus sent 
out were given special power and authority to perform their ministries. Jesus told his followers, “And, behold, I send 
the promise of the Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on 
high.”  Luke 24:49 Jesus told them that this promised power would enable them to “But ye shall receive power after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 (II) Be in Prayer, Jesus knew that the harvest field was 
greater than any one group’s efforts to reach. He told them to “…ask (pray) the Lord of the harvest to send out labor-
ers into his harvest.” James 5:16b – “The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonder-
ful results.” (III) Be committed to the mission at hand! God may never require you to go without money or provisions 
for your witnessing, but let there be an urgency in your ministry. Do not get encumbered in worldly matters to the ex-
clusion of sharing the gospel and preparing the way of the Lord through your daily walk and talk. Be satisfied with 
what God has placed before you to dine upon until He changes your mission field. We are not promised tomorrow or 
even the rest of this day.  (IV) Be Forewarned! Not all who hear you will want to hear or receive your message. They 
may even "…speak evil of you as evil doers…" 1 Peter 3:16 and John 15:18-19 – “If the world hates you, remember 
that it hated me first. 19 The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of 
the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you.” (V) Be Fearless — Rejoice!  Even if the world per-
secutes you.  Matthew 5:13 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad: for great is your reward in heaven.” Even if the very 
forces of evil are subject unto you in the name of Jesus, don't rejoice in that, but rather rejoice because your name is 
written in heaven. Rejoice, as those souls who God led you to witness of Christ’s love also have their names written 
down in the book of heaven. Rejoice! Because Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life! (VI) Lastly, Be on your way 
(Don’t forget to go!) Jesus did say in verse 3,  “Go your ways.”  Mark 16:15 “Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” 
     Conclusion: God has given us the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to be witnesses in whatever place that we 
should find ourselves. (1) Be diligent in prayer! (2) Be committed! (3) As you go into the world, preach the gospel to 
every creature. (4) Prepare the way of the Lord in all that you do and say.   
     Why? Because Jesus still does make personal appearances.  But he does it through you and me, as we let his light 
shine through us by living holy and pure lives. So, remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                                                                                                       
                    Pastor Gary   



TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Zechariah                               December 13-19, 2020 

Read together:  “Zechariah (pages 208-211 in the Spark 
Story Bible). You might read Luke 1:68-79 in your Bible 
or at biblegateway.com.  
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Zechariah’s baby boy named John grew up to do a very 
special job for God.  John told people to bet ready because 
Jesus was coming.  What special jobs do you think God 
wants you to do? 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
When John grew up, he prepared people for the coming of 
Jesus.  Have you ever thought about what God wants you 
to do in your life? 
Family Blessing 
God had a special purpose for John.  God created you for a 
special reason, too. 
[Family member’s name], you are a special creation of 
God.  You are a blessing.   

God Came Near  
Bible Study 

Sunday's at  5:30 p.m. Zoom 

     In the midst of the gloom of winter, the darkest and coldest 
of seasons, Christians still wait with great anticipation for the 
happiest season of all, Advent. Travel back in time and relive 
the coming of Christ to Earth, as He gives up His 
throne next to God the Father to enter this world 
as a baby born in a manger. Filmed at England's 
beautiful Blockley Church, join acclaimed author 
and pastor Max Lucado as he provides insights on 
the season of Advent. 

God came near. If he is who he says he is, there is 
no truth more worthy of your time. 

12/2 Jeremy Jennings 12/18 Carolyn Greene 

12/4 Jennifer Hoover 12/18 Ali Lindsey 

12/7 Molly Burns 12/19 Pat Fallin 

12/7 Ginger Cook 12/19 Mana Privitt 

12/10 Katie Davis 12/19 Dinah Wynns 

12/11 Susan Jennings 12/21 Donnie Sneed 

12/11 Makaila Stagner 12/21 Shelly Burgess 

12/11 Kensleigh Watkins 12/22 Brennan Beams 

12/12 LeeAnn  Davis 12/22 Dana Brantley 

12/14 Lowell Davis 12/22 Christy Watson 

12/15 Mitzi McCook 12/25 Randy Hayes 

12/16 Rosalie Cranston 12/27 Lilly Herring 

12/17 Grace Kelso 12/27 Pam Shemas 

  12/28 Jim Garrett 

   MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL   
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

    

 

 

 

Every December, Magnolia Public Schools holds a 
canned food drive.  The Stewpot is in need of your 

help to get these cans to the  
Church Bus Barn from the school.   

 

We’ll pickup cans on Friday, December 17, at  
1:00 p.m. at Eastside School.   

 

Your help is also be needed for the sorting of 
donations on Saturday, January 8 at 10:00 a.m.  

at the bus barn.  
 

Please call Whitney Whitelaw,  
870-904-8043, if you can help.   

 

Thank you for your service, 
there is room for all to serve! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
  7:00 PM CHARGE CNFERENCE MEETING (Averitt) 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall   
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  Roger Guevara 
 Sunday School Study -”If” led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
   9:35 AM Sunday Sch. Study “If” led by Whitteni Lindsey 
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY   
  God Came Near (Zoom) 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CONCERT (PEACE) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 YOUTH 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
December 5                                                       $7,619.00 
 Family (9:00)                   8          
 Sun. Sch. (9:15)               25  
 Sanctuary (10:15)            65     

Poinsettia Order Form 

Poinsettias will be placed in the 

sanctuary December 19. To order a 

poinsettia in honor or in memory of a loved one, 

please complete the form below.  Forms are due no 

later than December 13.  The cost per poinsettia is 

$12.00.  No phone orders, please. 

In Honor of 

______________________________ 

In Memory of 

______________________________ 

 Gift of 

______________________________ 

A list will appear in the bulletin on December 19 

Please complete a separate form  

for each poinsettia ordered.   

Please include payment with your form. 

A note from your Finance Committee… 
     You will recall, that due to the multiple uncertainties associ-
ated with Covid 19, in lieu of a 2021 Stewardship campaign, we 
proceeded on the basis that we would all try to contribute what 
we did in 2020 with a small increase if possible. 
     This plan worked for the first nine months of this year. Our 
giving averaged $41,800 per month, all of our bills were paid 
and we had a slight surplus. 
     Unfortunately, during the fall months, our average gifts 
dropped to $31,100 per month and we now have a yearly deficit 
as of November 30th, of $14,600. The good news is that our bills 
are current and our tithe to the Conference is paid through  
November. 
     If you are able, please remember your church during this 
month. 
 

Thank you, Joe Kaar, Chair 


