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First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
www.magnoliafumc.org 

         To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships                                                                                                                      

           
                                                                                       

            December 9, 2020

Sunday 
8:30 a.m.—Chapel Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

During COVID-19 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–1:00 

Friday Closed  

870-234-4530 

 

Our Staff:   
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell 
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families Ministries;  

Tracie Nipper, Administrative 

Secretary;  

Amanda Franks, Business 

Manager;  

Dr. Kim Shirey, Director of 

Music;  

Sharon Ard, Organist; 

Chelsea Ross,  Bonnie Adcox, 

Tabitha Lewis, Kathy Loper,  

Children’s Music 

Skippy Warlick, Building 

Supervisor; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 

& Kim Easter, nursery 

attendants 

Non Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Magnolia, 

AR 
Permit No. 

84 

Address Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 
320 West Main 
Magnolia, AR  71753 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    10:00AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, Facebook, and website 
     9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
     9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS –Parlor (everyone) 
 GENESIS STUDY CLASS—Averitt (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     4:00 PM YOUTH HANG TIME - (Grades 7—12) 
MONDAY, DECEMBER  14 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours  
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER  15 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
      TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STUDY Preschool –6th grade 
         “Dig-In to the Life of Jesus” Preschool to Early Elementary and 
          Elementary to 6th Grade Videos on Website and YouTube 

     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     6:00 PM—7:00PM YOUTH - Basement (Grades 7-12) 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    10:00AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT  

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of  
Johnny Jordan in the death of his mother,  
Francis Jordan. 
 

     Sympathy is extended to the family of  
Dennis Fuller in the death of his brother,  
A.G. Fuller. 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
 

   

                            Worship              Offerings 
   
December 6                     35 ( 9:00)            $9,207.00 
                 32 (10:45) 

SPECIAL DATES 
 
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 13, 2020 
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20, 2020 
• First day of winter, December 21, 2020 
• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2020 
• Christmas Day, December 25, 2020 
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2020 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap 
 

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in 
a very abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to read the whole 
message, "Advent 2 — Christ the Way, Our Prince of Peace," in the Magnolia Messenger. Our 
passage for this week comes from Mark 1:1-8. 
 

As the weeks roll by, I find it amazing how quickly time has passed by this year. If you haven't 
checked your Christmas countdown calendar lately, we are just 19 days from Christmas! As such, 
I feel obligated to ask you my perennial question… it's a question that you'll probably hear more 
than once in the approximately 21/2 weeks to come, "Are you ready for Christmas?" It's a simple 
question, but behind it lies many smaller but very troubling questions like (a) Do you have all of 
your shopping done? (b) Have you finished wrapping all your gifts? (c) Have you put up your 
Christmas tree and all the decorations? (d) Have you sent your Christmas cards? (e) Have you 
finished baking all of the Christmas goodies? (f) Is your house clean and ready for visitors? Brand-
spanking-new for 2020 are (g) Have you been social distancing, wearing a holiday mask, and stay-
ing healthy? 
 
Getting ready and prepared is vital for COVID-19, any major life event, and most certainly the 
coming of the Messiah, which was the most significant event of all times! 
 
In our passage, John the Baptist was calling for just such preparation. But John's call for repent-
ance wasn't just calling the people to feel bad about their sins and ask forgiveness, as crucial as 
that is. He was calling them to change their direction in life. It was a call for the people to fall out 
of love with sin and themselves and fall back in love with God! John called them to a place where 
they could have peace with God, God's peace within themselves, and peace with others.  
 
Isn't that the kind of peace that we all desire? I believe it is. But I think that we sometimes have 
things a bit mixed up! In our desire to serve the Prince of Peace, we inwardly want to change the 
world from war to peace, but we usually want it to begin with someone or some group outside of 
ourselves! Also, in our desire to serve the Prince of Peace, we inwardly desire to change our per-
sonal lives from "war" with others to peace, but we usually want that to begin with the "other" 
guy or gal, but certainly not starting with us!  
 
You might be thinking, doesn't everything begin with God? Yes, in the grand scheme of things, 
everything does have its origin outside of us and with God. But as much as we might wish that 
God would do it all for us, we must do our part and take the God-directed steps to straighten out 
some of our bumpy and crooked roads by repenting of our sins and seeking to live at peace with 
God and our neighbors. There is even a familiar hymn that sums up our part quite nicely; it's enti-
tled, “Let There be Peace on Earth.” Here's the first line of that hymn, which includes the solution 
to the question, “With whom should peace begin?” The answer can be found in the very first 
line, which you can read right here, “Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me” Who?  
Say it with me,  let it begin with me! 
 
As Jesus’ ministry begins, we see Jesus being baptized by John, going into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil, and coming back to preach the same message of repentance that John 
preached.  



 

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY 
SCHOOL AT HOME 

 

Zechariah         December 13-19, 2020 
 

Read together:  “Zechariah (pages 208-211 in the  
Spark Story Bible). You might read Luke 1:68-29 in your 
Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Zechariah’s baby boy named John grew up to do a very 
special job for God.  John told people to bet ready be-
cause Jesus was coming.  What special jobs do you think 
God wants you to do? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
When John grew up, he prepared people for the coming 
of Jesus.  Have you ever thought about what God wants 
you to do in your life? 
 
Family Blessing 
God had a special purpose for John.  God created you for 
a special reason, too. [Family member’s name], you are a 
special creation of God.  You are a blessing.   

HUNTERS FOR THE HUNGRY 
 

Stewpot is in NEED of meat!!   
Donations are appreciated. 

 
Meat processors 

C & C Packing 870-533-2251  
or   

Christies 870-696-5015 & 870-949-0810 
 

Contact Ann Cabala for more 
information.  

Text or call 1-870-814-7409    MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL   
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

    

 
 
 
 
 
Every December, Magnolia Public Schools 

holds a canned food drive.  The Stewpot is in 
need of your help to get these cans to the 

Church Bus Barn from the school.   
 

We’ll pickup cans on Friday, December 18, 
at 1:00 p.m. at Eastside School.   

 

Your help is also be needed for the sorting of 
donations on Saturday, January 9 at 10:00 

a.m. at the bus barn.  
 

Please call Whitney Whitelaw,  
870-904-8043, if you can help.   

 

Thank you for your service, 
there is room for all to serve! 

12/1 Anna Gurnea 12/18 Carolyn Greene 

12/2 Jeremy Jennings 12/18 Ali Lindsey 

12/4 Jennifer Hoover 12/19 Pat Fallin 

12/7 Molly Burns 12/19 Mana Privitt 

12/7 Ginger Cook 12/19 Dinah Wynns 

12/10 Katie Davis 12/21 Donnie Sneed 

12/11 Susan Jennings 12/22 Brennan Beams 

12/11 Makaila Stagner 12/22 Dana Brantley 

12/11 Kensleigh Watkins 12/22 Christy Watson 

12/12 LeeAnn Jordan Davis 12/25 Randy Hayes 

12/14 Lowell Davis 12/27 Lily Giles 

12/15 Mitzi McCook 12/27 Pam Shemas 

12/16 Rosalie Cranston 12/28 Jim Garrett 

12/17 Grace Kelso   

    

Poinsettia Order Form 
 

Poinsettias will be placed in the Church on 
December 20. If you would like to order a  
Poinsettia in honor or in memory of a loved 

one, please complete the form below.   
Forms are due December 14 

 
 
 

The cost per poinsettia is $12.   
 

In Honor of 
_____________________________ 

 
In Memory of 

________________________________ 
 

A Gift of 
________________________________ 

 
 
 

A list will appear in the bulletin on  
December 20. 

  Please complete a separate form  
for each poinsettia ordered.   

Please include payment with your form. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
December 24, 2020 

4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
FUMC Sanctuary 

 

Communion will be served as we remain in our pews  
(pick up individually sealed communion cups where 

 temperature checks take place) 

What follows that preaching is quite instructive. Jesus begins to teach how His followers should live in the kingdom of God! Matthew 5:1-
12  “And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him. 2 Then He opened His 
mouth and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven Blessed are those who mourn, For 
they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.” 
 
Sound familiar?  It should; it's a small snippet from the Beatitudes contained within the larger Sermon on the Mount. 
 
I believe that there is only one way to adequately prepare "the way" for the Prince of Peace. That way is by making our crooked paths 
straight and our rough ways smooth for others by announcing Him through our own transformed lives by living out the beatitudes, our per-
sonal commitment to Peace, and our commitment to God. In Matthew 5:9, Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God.” 
 
John the Baptist was a messenger for the Word of God made flesh, preparing everyone for Christ's coming by his preaching. So we, too, as 

God's people, are called to be messengers of Jesus — preparing His way in our own lives, through our lives, and preparing His way in the 

world. This is Christ the Way Sunday and the Sunday of Peace. As we go forward this week, let's remember that we have all been called to 

be witnesses to this world of the transforming love of Christ. By doing so, we are preparing the way of the Lord for others to see Jesus in all 

of His glory and grace! 

 

Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one!                                                                                                Pastor Gary 


