
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

           December 1, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap — Advent Hope 
 
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in an abbreviated 
format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole ser-
mon ("Spiritual Presbyopia") in the Magnolia Messenger for the "rest of the story" 
Read Psalm 25:1-10. This Sunday morning, we begin the season of Advent. In case 
you've always wondered but were too afraid to ask, the word advent comes from Medie-
val Latin, Adventus, which means "coming" or "arrival." It speaks about the com-
ing or arrival of our Lord Jesus on that first "Christmas Day. The term is also used con-
cerning that blessed hope, the 2nd Advent or the 2nd Coming of our Lord Jesus as He 
returns for His Church.  
 
One pastor tells the story of eating dinner with his family during Advent. He asked, 
"Who can tell me what the four outer candles in the Advent wreath represent?" His 7-
year old son quickly piped up, 'There's love, joy, and… love, joy, and…." The little boy 
just couldn't think of the name of the other candles! Eager to impress her dad, the pastor's 
six-year-old daughter excitedly broke in, "I know their names! They're what you're al-
ways telling momma that you need! Peace and quiet!"     That hard-to-remember candle 
is the candle of hope, and as you might have guessed, this is the Sunday of Hope. Hope is 
essential, isn't it? Yet hope is the Advent theme that can be easy to forget. Scripture 
promises us hope, but unfortunately, many people feel hopeless and sad even as we enter 
into this week of hope. I was one of those people at more than one point in my life! There 
is even a named condition for such times of the year. It is known as Seasonal Affective 
Disorder or simply as S.A.D. Seasonal Affective Disorder is "A mood disorder character-
ized by depression that occurs at the same time every year. Seasonal Affective Disor-
der occurs in climates where there is less sunlight at certain times of the year. Symptoms 
include fatigue, depression, hopelessness, and social withdrawal. Treatment includes 
phototherapy (light therapy), talk therapy, and medications. 
 
Why so sad when it's the Season of Hope? Perhaps it's due to lost loves, family members, 
and the many hopes and dreams that have been dashed in our lives. And what of our 
hopes? Are they just pipe-dreams, like those dreams we had as children that we might 
grow up to be a star athlete, astronaut, famous musician, superhero, or maybe even some 
of those adult dreams we may have had, or still do! But therein lies the problem. When 
we hear Holy Scripture speaking about the hope we are to have, we wonder if this hope 
will be crushed just like our other hopes and dreams were? And then not only do many of 
our "dreams" go out the window, but bad things happen to us, and we might even won-
der, "Does God know what's happening to me? Does He even care? Is there any hope left 
out there?" Let me reassure you, God knows, cares, and yes, there is always hope! The 
hope that we have in Him has been proven in the past, is equally valid for the present, 
and can be depended on for the future! So what's different about the kind of hope that 
Scripture calls us to have? 
 
In contrast to our occasionally dashed earthly hopes, biblical "hope" is not wishful think-
ing as the word "hope" has come to mean in our language. In Greek, the word 
for hope is elpis (el-pece') That word Elpis (ἔλπω) means to anticipate, usually 
with expectation and confidence. The clear implication is that biblical hope carries with it 
a Confident Expectation that what God has promised will happen!  
 

 



  

 

DONATE TODAY! 

Text GIVE to 501-881-2258. 

 Donate online  our secure online donation form. 

Visit https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/hub and 
search for Methodist Family Health Foundation. 

 Call 501-906-4201 to make a secure contribution 
with your debit or credit card. 

 Mail your cash or check donation to: 
Methodist Family Health Foundation 

P.O. Box 56050 
Little Rock, AR 72215-6050. 

Make a contribution at church. Note MFH on your 
check or offering envelope and place in the               

offering plate. 

Poinsettia Order Form 

Poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary 

December 19. To order a poinsettia in 

honor or in memory of a loved one, 

please complete the form below.  Forms are due no later 

than December 13.  The cost per poinsettia is $12.00.  

No phone orders, please. 

In Honor of 

______________________________ 

In Memory of 

______________________________ 

 Gift of 

______________________________ 

A list will appear in the bulletin on December 19 Please 

complete a separate form  

for each poinsettia ordered.   

Please include payment with your form. 

     With those thoughts in mind, let's consider "hope" in the past, present, and future. (1) The Past — The hope, the confident 
expectation, of Israel was that the Messiah would come! Where did they get this hope from? They got this confident expecta-
tion from God's Word and the trustworthy promises that it contains! From Genesis to Micah, we saw the promises of God kept 
and yet to be fulfilled! (2) The Present —  Although our passage for this morning tells of the past as it points to the future, it 
also remains firmly planted in the present! It is firmly planted here because this is where we live right now, and it is our most 
critical concern! Our decisions in the here and now determine our future, both in the natural and the spiritual realms! This is the 
time to be watchful as we patiently wait. But this watchful waiting is not idle time; it is a time to actively live out the Christian 
life with the hope that God has placed on your heart! (1) The Future: None of us really know what exactly the future will bring 
or when, but we walk by faith and not by sight, trusting that God can bring us through to a beautiful future for all eternity! The 
Prophet Jeremiah wrote, "For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for wholeness and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope." Jeremiah 29:11 
     So with all of this watchful waiting on this Sunday of hope, "What should we do as we are watching and waiting?" (1) Focus 
on the positive - The Apostle Paul tells us what to think about having a victorious Christian life. Philippians 4:8 "And now, 
dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and 
admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise." (2) Trust God through the good and the bad - Having 
a confidant expectation that "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose." Romans 8:28 (3) Let your faith and hope be seen by your actions – The Apostle James tells 
us, "But don't just listen to God's word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves." James 
1:22 (N.L.T.) 
     Let's take the treatment for S.A.D. and make it one of faith in God — Symptoms include fatigue, depression, hopelessness, 
and social withdrawal. Treatment includes light therapy (phototherapy), talk therapy, and medications. What if we put those 
remedies in a Christian perspective? (1) Expose yourself to the divine light that can heal — in John 8:12, we read, "Jesus 
spoke to the people once more and said, "I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won't have to walk in darkness, be-
cause you will have the light that leads to life." (2) Prayer/ Christian Fellowship — Psalm 147:3 "He heals the brokenhearted 
and binds up their wounds." (3) God's Word — Proverbs 4:20-23 "My child, pay attention to what I say. Listen carefully to my 
words.21 Don't lose sight of them. Let them penetrate deep into your heart, 22 for they bring life to those who find them, and 
healing to their whole body. 23 Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life." 

     Because of what happened in the past, we have a confident expectation that what God is promising in our lives 
for today and what will happen in the future will come to pass! So, remember that you have been blessed to be a 
blessing. So be one! 

 
Pastor Gary   

https://www.methodistfamily.org/donate.html
https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/hub


TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Mary Visits Elizabeth    December 5-11, 2021 

 

Read together:  “Mary Visits Elizabeth” (pages 202-208 in 
the Spark Story Bible). You might also read Luke 1:39-58 
in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Mary was filled with joy because God had blessed her.  
Talk about a time you had more joy than you could hold.  
What filled you with joy?  How did you share your joy 
with others? 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
Mary joyfully praised God with her words (breath) and her 
heart (life).  When was the last time your soul was filled 
with joy?  What are some things you do so that you can 
feel God filling your heart with joy?  How can you use 
your joy to praise God? 
Family Blessing 
God fills us with joy that overflows so that others can see 
God in us. [Family member’s name], let your joy overflow 
so that others can feel God’s presence.  You are a blessing.   

God Came Near  
Bible Study 

Sunday's at  5:30 p.m. Zoom 

     In the midst of the gloom of winter, the darkest and 
coldest of seasons, Christians still wait with great antici-
pation for the happiest season of all, Advent. Travel 
back in time and relive the coming of Christ to Earth, as 
He gives up His throne next to God the Father to enter 
this world as a baby born in a manger. 
Filmed at England's beautiful Block-
ley Church, join acclaimed author and 
pastor Max Lucado as he provides 
insights on the season of Advent. 

God came near. If he is who he says 
he is, there is no truth more worthy 
of your time. 

CANCELLED 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 

 

12/2 Jeremy Jennings 12/18 Carolyn Greene 

12/4 Jennifer Hoover 12/18 Ali Lindsey 

12/7 Molly Burns 12/19 Pat Fallin 

12/7 Ginger Cook 12/19 Mana Privitt 

12/10 Katie Davis 12/19 Dinah Wynns 

12/11 Susan Jennings 12/21 Donnie Sneed 

12/11 Makaila Stagner 12/22 Brennan Beams 

12/11 Kensleigh Watkins 12/22 Dana Brantley 

12/12 LeeAnn  Davis 12/22 Christy Watson 

12/14 Lowell Davis 12/25 Randy Hayes 

12/15 Mitzi McCook 12/27 Lily Giles 

12/16 Rosalie Cranston 12/27 Pam Shemas 

12/17 Grace Kelso 12/28 Jim Garrett 

   MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL   
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

    

 

 

 

Every December, Magnolia Public Schools 
holds a canned food drive.  The Stewpot is in 

need of your help to get these cans to the 
Church Bus Barn from the school.   

 

We’ll pickup cans on Friday, December 17, 
at 1:00 p.m. at Eastside School.   

 

Your help is also be needed for the sorting of 
donations on Saturday, January 8 at 10:00 

a.m. at the bus barn.  
 

Please call Whitney Whitelaw,  
870-904-8043, if you can help.   

 

Thank you for your service, 
there is room for all to serve! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
  7:00 PM CHARGE CNFERENCE MEETING (Averitt) 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall   
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  Larry Kelso 
 Sunday School Study -”If” led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
   9:35 AM Sunday Sch. Study “If” led by Whitteni Lindsey 
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY   
  God Came Near (Zoom) 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 6 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  Christianity’s Family Tree (Parlor) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
November 7                      $7,788.00 
 Family (9:00)               7         
 Sun. Sch (9:15)              25   
 Sanctuary (10:15)          87   
November 14                                                     $6,100.00 
 Family (9:00)                  7 
 Sun. Sch (9:15)              18 
 Sanctuary (10:15)          58 
November 21                                                     $5,636.00 
 Family (9:00)                 10 
 Sun. Sch. (9:15)             23  
 Sanctuary (10:15)          76 
November 28                                                     N/A 
 Family (9:00)                    9 
 Sun. Sch. (9:15)              28 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           73 
 

SPECIAL DATES 

• Second Sunday of Advent, December 5, 2021 

• Third Sunday of Advent, December 12, 2021 

• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19, 2021 

• First day of winter, December 21, 2021 

• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2021 

• Christmas Day, December 25, 2021 

• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2021 


