
 

the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
www.magnoliafumc.org 

         To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships                                                                                                                      

           
                                                                                       

            November 18, 2020

Sunday 
8:30 a.m.—Chapel Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

During COVID-19 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–1:00 

Friday Closed  

870-234-4530 

 

Our Staff:   
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell 
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families Ministries;  

Tracie Nipper, Administrative 

Secretary;  

Amanda Franks, Business 

Manager;  

Dr. Kim Shirey, Director of 

Music;  

Sharon Ard, Organist; 

Chelsea Ross,  Bonnie Adcox, 

Tabitha Lewis, Kathy Loper,  

Children’s Music 

Skippy Warlick, Building 

Supervisor; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 

& Kim Easter, nursery 

attendants 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    10:00AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  22 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, facebook, and website 
     9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
     9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS –Parlor (everyone) 
 GENESIS STUDY CLASS—Averittt (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     5:30 PM EPHESIANS  BIBLE STUDY (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: Zoom and Recording (posted later) 

on Website and YouTube 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours  
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 
     CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  - THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
      7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sunday’s Sanctuary Worship 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26 
     CHURCH, CDC AND STEWPOT CLOSED—THANKSGIVING 

HOLIDAY 
 
     

All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing.
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We will not publish The Visitor next week due to 
the Thanksgiving holiday.   

Our next edition will be December 4. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  29 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, facebook, and website 
     9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP - Peace Hall (everyone) 
     9:35 PM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS –Parlor (everyone) 
 GENESIS STUDY CLASS—Averittt (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person Zoom 
 Zoom link available on request 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     4:00 PM YOUTH HANG TIME - (Grades 7—12) 
     5:00 PM HANGING OF THE GREENS - Sanctuary (everyone) 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours  
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 
      TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STUDY Preschool –6th grade 
         “Dig-In to the Life of Jesus” Preschool to Early Elementary and 
          Elementary to 6th Grade Videos on Website and YouTube 

     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     6:00 PM—7:00PM YOUTH - Basement (Grades 7-12) 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:45 Worship 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
    10:00AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT  
 
 

All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing. 
 
      

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap! 
 

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in a very 
abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can 
read the whole sermon in The Magnolia Messenger. Read Matthew 25:14-30. It's 
a very familiar story, but perhaps we can look at it from a different vantage point! 

 John Ortberg once wrote, "Fear and growth go together like macaroni and 
cheese. It's a package deal. The decision to grow always involves a choice be-
tween risk and comfort. This means that to be a follower of Jesus, you must re-
nounce comfort as the ultimate value of your life. And that's sobering news to most 
of us because we're into comfort."  

Our passage for this morning could very well be the inspiration for Ortberg's 
thoughts. This is because not only are we into comfort, but we are also no fans of 
risk! Stepping out in faith is sometimes scary and risky, but it carries some tremen-
dous spiritual rewards! 

Fast-forwarding to the end of our passage, we see that the fellow entrusted with 1 
bag of gold didn't bother to do anything positive with it. He didn't even bother to 
put it in the bank where interest could have been drawn! He dug a hole in the 
ground and buried it! After hearing this, the master said to him, "You wicked, lazy 
servant!" I don't know about you, but I find this to be a very chilling story about 
how we will be dealt with at His second coming... 

Some things to remember: (1) Though this parable deals with money, I believe 
that it goes far beyond mere cash and deals with every gift that God has given to 
us as individuals! (2) God will not ask you to do more than you can do! (3) But, he 
does expect you to do something with everything He has given to you! (4) And 
please don't compare yourself to anyone else; you are your own measuring stick! 

Before you just sit back and say, "I'm a 0 talent man or woman," let's take a mo-
ment to think of what God has blessed you with. (a) For most of us, we have 
enough money to live on and even have some fun with! Perhaps we could use 
some of it to help someone in need! (b) We have the breath of life with which to 
communicate the Gospel to someone else! Perhaps we could use some of our 
ability to speak and share the Gospel with someone else in need of a word of en-
couragement of the good news of salvation by grace through faith! (c) We have 
the intellect to read and study God's Word, pray, and share His love with others. 
Perhaps we could also so deeply fall in love with God and His Word that we are 
transformed by it and begin to really love others as Christ loved us. (d) Some even 
have some unique skills and talents that can be used for God's kingdom! Exam-
ples: music, artistry, sewing, quilting, crochet, carpentry, and the list could go on! 
Perhaps we could take some of these gifts and talents out of the closet and use 
them to bless others and glorify God's holy name regularly! 

                       Continue next page 



 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
 

   

                            Worship              Offerings 
   
November 1                   45 (10:45)         $10,503.00      
                                       35   (9:00)  
November 8                   23 (10:45)          $ 5,265.00 
                                       20 (  9:00) 
November 15  23 (10:45) $ 4,900.00 
   15   (9:00) 

11/1 Zoie Dixon 11/19 Larry Franks 

11/1 Charles Flurry 11/20 Van Privitt 

11/7 Carol Durant 11/21 Judy McGee 

11/8 Larry Kelso 11/23 Kelly Ribble 

11/9 Jennifer Bailey 11/24 Karson Bailey 

11/10 Becky Ainsworth 11/24 Kendall Bailey 

11/12 Mabel Card 11/24 Lester Jetton 

11/12 Kathy Dickson 11/26 Anne Gantt 

11/15 Preston Tye 11/27 Joe Hester 

11/17 Jan Alford 11/29 Rylee Kate Kaar 

11/17 Sam Williams 11/30 Christa Marsh 

11/19 Ronnie Burgess   

    

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY 
SCHOOL AT HOME 

 
Daniel Prays to God 

November 22-28, 2020 
 

Read together:  “Daniel and the Lions” (pages 184-189 in 
the Spark Story Bible). You might also read Daniel 6:1-28 
in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 

Family conversation cues (younger children) 
Daniel prayed to God every day.  When we pray, we talk 
to God and God talks to us.  We can pray anytime, in any 
place.  What are some things you can pray about? 
 

Family conversation cues (older children) 
Daniel knew it was important to pray to God and he 
prayed even when the king made a law against it.  Why 
should you pray to God?  Prayer is talking with God  
and listening to God—what do you want to pray about? 
 

Family Blessing 
God wants us to talk with Him and stay close to Him.  You 
can pray out loud or in your heart.  You can tell God you 
love him, ask God to help you, and pray for God to help 
and protect your friends and family. 
 

[Family member’s name], God created you to be close to 
Him.  You are a blessing.   

HUNTERS FOR THE HUNGRY 
 

Stewpot is in NEED of meat!!   
Donations are appreciated. 

 
Meat processors 

C & C Packing 870-533-2251  
or   

Christies 870-696-5015 & 870-949-0810 
 

Contact Ann Cabala for 
more information.  

Text or call 1-870-814-7409 

   MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL   
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

    

 
 
 
 
 
Every December, Magnolia Public Schools 

holds a canned food drive.  The Stewpot is in 
need of your help to get these cans to the 

Church Bus Barn from the school.   
 

We’ll pickup cans on Friday, December 18, 
at 1:00 p.m. at Eastside School.   

 

Your help is also be needed for the sorting of 
donations on Saturday, January 9 at 10:00 

a.m. at the bus barn.  
 

Please call Whitney Whitelaw,  
870-904-8043, if you can help.   

 

Thank you for your service, 
there is room for all to serve! 

Mark Your Calendars To Join Us As We Celebrate 
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
“A Glorious Holiday Tradition” 

 

Sunday, November 29 at 5:00 PM 

 
THE SPRING @ 320 SOUTH  
YOUTH GRADES 7th—12th 

 
Time to Rise Together! 

 
Be a Part of THE SPRING 

 

Sunday, November 29th 4:00 Hangtime 
Sunday, November 29th 5:00 Devotion 

 
Wednesday, December 2nd,  

6-7 PM  
Bible Study  - Basement 

Are you getting the idea of how easy this could be? The 1 bag of gold fellow didn't step out and use what he 
had been given out of fear. Following Christ, doing Kingdom work takes some risk. It means taking some 
chances and not just hoarding the resources we cling to. All of our resources are a gift. All should be used for 
the master. Even if we fail from time to time, it is far better than hiding the light under a bushel basket and 
being bad stewards of the blessings He has given us! 

Let me share this related tidbit from history as we conclude this morning. The story is told of a team of engi-
neers who worked for Thomas Edison in his laboratory in Menlo Park, New Jersey. For many months, they 
pursued a line of research that ultimately led them nowhere. What had started out so promising turned out to 
be a blind alley! In fear and trembling, they went in to see the boss, to tell him of their failure. Edison sur-
prised them all by congratulating them. True, they had come up with no useful invention, but they had in-
creased the scope of human knowledge. They had eliminated particular possibilities that would, in the future, 
allow others to direct their own efforts more effectively. Most of all, they had fulfilled their assignment. They 
had not buried their talent in the ground. They had risked much in a quest for great reward. 

The problem with playing it safe is that, all too often, it means not playing at all. The call goes out, in the 
church, for people to pitch in and help in some way, either financially, by exercising their spiritual gifts, or by 
using their talents. Too often, the voice of caution in our heads wins out. That voice says, "Not me, I couldn't 
do that!" Or there's the other popular variation: "Not now. Now is not the right time." 

Always, to these argument-stopping objections can be spoken two simple questions: "If not me, who?" and "If 
not now, when?" 

Truthfully, the person is you, and the time is now! So remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. 
So be one! 

             Pastor Gary 


