
 

the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
www.magnoliafumc.org 

         To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships                                                                                                                      

           
                                                                                       

            November 10, 2020

Sunday 
8:30 a.m.—Chapel Worship  

10:45 a.m.—Sanctuary 

Worship  

Noon—Cable Channel 13 

KVMA-AM 630 

KVMA-FM 99.1 

 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM—Broadcast of  

previous Sunday’s 10:45  

Service Cable Channel 13 

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

During COVID-19 

Monday—Thursday    

8:00–1:00 

Friday Closed  

870-234-4530 

 

Our Staff:   
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell 
Shelly Burgess, Children & 

Families Ministries;  

John Scott, Youth Director 

Tracie Nipper, Administrative 

Secretary;  

Amanda Franks, Business 

Manager;  

Dr. Kim Shirey, Director of 

Music;  

Sharon Ard, Organist; 

Chelsea Ross,  Bonnie Adcox, 

Tabitha Lewis, Kathy Loper,  

Children’s Music 

Skippy Warlick, Building 

Supervisor; 

Kenneth Manning, Custodian 

Gwendolyn Reed, Director 

Child Development  Center 

Barbara Lewis, Director,   

The Caring Place 

Libby and George Gilbert, 

Stewpot Cooks 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 

& Kim Easter, nursery 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12 
    10:00AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  15 
          TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
          Lesson posted in newsletter, facebook, and website 
     9:00 AM FAMILY WORSHIP (PEACE HALL) 
     9:30 PM ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person (Peace Hall) & Zoom 
   10:45 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  

Recording (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
   12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
     5:30 PM EPHESIANS  BIBLE STUDY (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: Zoom and Recording (posted later) 

Website and YouTube 
     5:30 PM IN PERSON YOUTH GROUP Grades 7—12th 

(Peace Hall) 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours  
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
     2:00 PM THE CARING PLACE GREET AND GRAB 
     4:00 PM STEWPOT 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office   
   12:00 noon EPHESIANS BIBLE STUDY (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: Zoom and Recording (posted later)

Website and YouTube 
     6:00 PM YOUTH  Grades 7th—12th (ZOOM) 
     7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sunday’s Sanctuary Worship 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
     8:00 AM —1:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE FACEBOOK LIVE 
     4:00 PM   STEWPOT 
 

The Caring Place Is not providing in-person service at this time 
Chapel Worship is cancelled.   

In person Treehouse (children’s) activities are cancelled. 
      

All In person events require sign-in, masks and social distancing.
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A Record of Our Faithfulness 
 

   

                            worship              Offerings 
   
November 1                   45(10:45)          $10,503.00      
                                       35  (9:00)  
November 8                   23 (10:45)          $ 5,265.00 
                                       20 (  9:00) 

FAMILY STYLE WORSHIP SERVICE 
9:00 A.M -9:30 A.M. 

PEACE HALL 
 
Join us for a family style worship service in Peace 
Hall where families will sit together at tables to en-
sure social distancing. This contemporary type ser-
vice will allow families of all kinds to safely and 
comfortably get back into church without the fear of 
distracting or disturbing their neighbors while the 
nursery remains closed. This service will be geared 
towards engaging kids! You can expect fun interac-
tive songs to sing and dance to with your children, a 
children's sermon, and a sermon from Bro. Gary all 
in 30 minutes! We will also have a special treat for 
our families! We look forward to seeing you in 
church to worship together as a church family!  

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of Mickey 
Pittman. 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap! 
 

If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in 
a very abbreviated format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you 
can read the whole sermon in The Magnolia Messenger. Read Luke 10:25-37. It's a 
very familiar story, but perhaps we can look at it from a different vantage point!     

 

I suspect that most of us probably would have loved to have been a superhero at one 
point in our lives! You know, fighting the forces of evil like Batman with a "Biff, 
Bam, and Pow!" We fantasized about saving the world from the forces of evil! While 
that's a noble and fun desire, reality has a nasty way of sneaking in, and we eventual-
ly realized that this wasn't going to happen! But what if, at least in some small way, 
we could become a superhero? How cool would that be? Several years ago, comic 
superhero creator Stan Lee came up with an idea for a show entitled, "Who Wants to 
Be a Superhero?" I was hooked from the very first episode! They had thousands of 
applicants, which they reduced down to 12 possible superheroes for the first episode. 
The twelve were quickly reduced to 11 when one of them was discovered to be a 
spy! As the first contest began, the superheroes, also called true believers by Stan 
Lee, started their first test. All of the superheroes on the show were given their own 
personal communicators and told to dress in their regular street clothes, and were 
told to bring their superhero costumes. After arriving in a semi-crowded public 
place, Stan Lee gave them their briefing instructions. Stan said that when he individ-
ually contacted them on their communicators, they were to quickly find a private 
place to change and then swiftly run to the designated goal area...in true superhero 
style! (1) The Superhero "Feedback" was the first one to get the call...He changed 
behind a nearby Port-a-Potty and ran like the wind! But near the end of the public 
course, the crew had placed a young girl. The girl was instructed to cry for her 
mother and shout that she was lost. Superhero Feedback raced by her without 
stopping! Whoosh! (2) Later, "Monkey-Woman," complete with bright yellow 
bananas on her utility belt, also ran by the little girl without stopping! (3) Major 
Victory, my favorite superhero of the group, stopped running and theatrically 
asked, "Where is the mother of this child?" He then asked her to climb into his arms, 
and he then carried her, in true superhero style, for help! Three other Superheroes 
stopped to help her, all of them knowing that this would ruin their chances of 
achieving a good run time on the course. After the challenge was over, Stan Lee 
gathered the superheroes back together for an elimination match. He explained that 
the last challenge was not about the quickest person at changing into their costume. 
Nor was it about the person with the fastest time. It was about those who had the 
hearts of true superheroes...selflessly giving of themselves and risking their own 
wants and needs. Wow! Without quoting one verse of scripture, Stan Lee gave the 
heart of Jesus' message of the Good Samaritan. Is this easy? No! Concerning this 
task, Major Victory said, "What Stan wants from us is to be superhuman! I think it 
would easier for me to fly!" Indeed, a true superhero for Christ is one with a heart 
like that. This kind of superhero has a heart that has been transformed by the love of 
Christ. It is a life that has been given supernatural power to be victorious! But all too 
often, we're like Major Victory; we feel that this task is way too hard; it feels like 
Jesus wants us to be superhuman!   

 
 



 

11/1 Zoie Dixon 11/19 Larry Franks 

11/1 Charles Flurry 11/20 Van Privitt 

11/7 Carol Durant 11/21 Judy McGee 

11/8 Larry Kelso 11/23 Kelly Ribble 

11/9 Jennifer Bailey 11/24 Karson Bailey 

11/10 Becky Ainsworth 11/24 Kendall Bailey 

11/12 Mabel Card 11/24 Lester Jetton 

11/12 Kathy Dickson 11/26 Anne Gantt 

11/15 Preston Tye 11/27 Joe Hester 

11/17 Jan Alford 11/29 Rylee Kate Kaar 

11/17 Sam Williams 11/30 Christa Marsh 

11/19 Ronnie Burgess   

    

A King Learns about God      
November 15-21, 2020 
 
Read together:  “Fiery Furnace” (pages 180-183 in 
the Spark Story Bible). You might also read Daniel 
3:19-30 in your Bible or at biblegateway.com.  
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
The three friends did what God wanted them to do.  
What they did showed the king and everyone else that 
they loved God.  What do you do to show people that 
you love God? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
Have you ever heard the saying, “Actions speak loud-
er than words?”  How can your actions show you love 
God? 
 
Family Blessing 
Because the three friends bravely did what they knew 
was right, the king learned about God.  What you do 
shows other people how much you love God. [Family 
member’s name], you are a special creation of God.  
You are a blessing.   

HUNTERS FOR THE HUNGRY 
Stewpot is in NEED of meat!!   

Donations are appreciated 
C & C Packing and Christies (870-696-5015 or  

870-949-0810) will process the meat. 
 

Contact Ann Cabala for more information.  
Text or call 1-870-814-7409 

   MAGNOLIA PUBLIC SCHOOL   
CANNED FOOD DRIVE 

    
Every December Magnolia Public 
Schools hold a canned food drive.  
Yearly, the Stewpot benefits. The 
Stewpot is in need of your help to 
get these cans to the Church Bus 
Barn from the school.  We’ll pickup 

cans on Friday, December 18 at 1:00 p.m. at 
Eastside School.  Please call Whitney Whitelaw, 
leave a message, 904-8043, if you can help. We’ll 
sort these donations on Saturday, January 9 at 
10:00 a.m. at the bus barn.    

 

Thank you for your service.  
There is room for all to serve 

Reflections on gratitude 
• God is in control, and therefore in everything I can give thanks — not because of the situation but 
because of the One who directs and rules over it. 
—Kay Arthur 
 
• It is not happiness that makes us grateful. It’s gratefulness that makes us happy. 
—David Steindl-Rast 
 
• Gratitude is the least of the virtues, but ingratitude is the worst of vices. 
—Thomas Fuller 
 
• A proud man is seldom a grateful man, for he never thinks he gets as much as he deserves. 
—Henry Ward Beecher 

You might be thinking, "What does all of this have to do with me?" I believe that we are all called to be 
"superheroes" of the faith, and we have been empowered by the Holy Spirit to do some pretty incredible 
things! (read Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:8 to learn about our supernatural source of power). Jesus was saying to 
them, "Don't leave Jerusalem without this power!" John Wesley referred to this Holy Spirit Baptism as the 
Second Blessing (the 1st blessing being Salvation). He is also referred to this second blessing as love made 
perfect! 
 
Let me tell you what Christian "Superhero" love does and doesn't do: 
 
1.) It doesn't keep walking when it sees a need. It is a love that stops and helps in whatever way that is needed! 
 
2.) It is not a flighty sort of earthly love that changes its mind at the drop of a hat! It is a love that endures by 
faith through all things! 
 
3.) It's not a wimpy love that lets people die in their sins, but it is a love that tells them the Good News of 
Christ's love. 
 
4.) It's not a love that lets evil win by default! It is a love that clothes itself with the armor of light, putting on 
the weapons of our warfare, and fighting against the very forces of wickedness in high places! 
 
It is having the heart of a true spiritual Superhero for Christ! I'm not going to tell you that you should have 
this kind of heart and love because we all know that we should! I am going to tell you this, "If you really want 
to be a Superhero of the faith, then you can be one!" God has given us everything we need to be one! Because 
of what Jesus accomplished on The Cross of Calvary, His Living Word, and God's Holy Spirit empowerment, 
we can be Superheroes of the faith and battle the forces of darkness wherever they might show themselves! So 
go forth in the power and might of the Holy Spirit. By doing so, you can make a difference in the Kingdom of 
God!   
 
Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

Pastor Gary 


