
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 
       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

        November 9, 2022

Sunday 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study  

 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Liz Wilson, 
Youth Director; 
 
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Dionedra and Stephen Biddle, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 
 

MORE FALL FEST FUN 



"All Saints Sunday!"  
 

[This is an abbreviated version of the Sunday sermon; much is missing, so make sure you get the Magnolia 
Messenger for the whole Sermon and more!]  
 
This past Sunday, we celebrated All Saints Sunday. This is the day we take a moment to remember those 
men, women, and children who have gone on to the glory of heaven. You might ask, "How does one be-
come one of the saints?" Is it through some church council, is it through death, or by some other means? 
The word "saint" comes from the Greek word hagios, which means "consecrated to God, holy, sacred, pi-
ous." In the Bible, everyone who has received Jesus Christ by faith is a saint. Paul writes in Ephesians 4:12, 
"For the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ" Scripturally 
speaking, all Christians are considered saints. So look at your neighbor and say you're a saint of God! You 
might not always feel like a saint of God, but His Word says you are one!  
 
Please read Joshua 3:7-17 as we consider the destiny of our loved ones who have already gone home to be 
with the Lord. You've probably heard this account about how God brought the Israelites across the Jordan 
River and into the Promised Land many times. Still, today I'd like us to consider it slightly differently. I'd 
like for us to think of it in terms of a metaphor for death...that through death, we cross over into some very 
unknown and scary waters and into the realms of heaven, the eternal Promised Land, a place where all be-
lievers of Christ will dwell forever in peace and joy! Hold on to that thought of saints and the glory of heav-
en for a moment.   
 
At the time of this passage, God had instructed Joshua to direct the Israelites to cross the overflowing Jor-
dan river and into the Promised Land. The priests were to lead the way across the flooded river by stepping 
into the turbulent waters, and with that step would come a stopping of the waters. God fulfilled His promise, 
and they made it safely across on dry ground. 
 
As we ponder this passage and particularly the priests leading the way across the Jordan, we might ask our-
selves, "Could it be that there would come another priest who would do something similar, but on a much 
grander scale for a far better Promised Land?" The answer, of course, is yes! Let's consider the words of 
the apostle Paul concerning this other priest; Paul wrote, "There were many priests under the old system, for 
death prevented them from remaining in office. 24 But because Jesus lives forever, his priesthood lasts for-
ever. 25 Therefore he is able, once and forever, to save those who come to God through him. He lives forev-
er to intercede with God on their behalf. 26 He is the kind of high priest we need because he is holy and 
blameless, unstained by sin. He has been set apart from sinners and has been given the highest place of 
honor in heaven." Hebrews 7:23-26 (NLT). Jesus is that priest! 
 
Joshua's Promised Land was described as a place that was flowing with milk and honey. The phrase, "a land 
flowing with milk and honey," meant that it had everything needed for survival, extending all the way to 
comfort and a home they could call their own! The Promised Land of heaven is for everyone who claims 
the name of Christ as their Lord and Savior! And just as He did for the children of Israel, God will guide us 
through the wilderness of this world to safely arrive there by His Holy Spirit! 
 
What can we take away from Joshua's account on All Saints Sunday? 1.) It's a story of deliverance - We 
know that God will be with us through the scary trials of life! He promises that He will never leave us nor 
forsake us! It is a story of the faithfulness of God to keep His promises! 2.) It's also a story of salvation and 
life eternal - We know that Jesus is the one who gives us life and life more abundant while we are here. He 
is also our High Priest. He parts the uncertain waters of death and makes a way to the Father in glory. The 
passage is for anyone who calls upon His Name! Those believers who have gone on before us are now in 
the Promised Land of Heaven as their destination. They all took hold of Jesus Christ as their Lord and Sav-
ior, and they crossed over the "River Jordan" of death and into the Promised Land of Heaven because they 
believed Jesus' words of eternal life as recorded in John 3:16, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (KJV) 
 
So what should we, who are still here in this world, do to ensure our passage into the Promised Land of 
Heaven? Take the step of faith and trust in Jesus Christ as your Lord, Savior, and High Priest, and follow 
Him through the wilderness wanderings of life and into the Promised Land of Heaven, knowing He is with 
you and will never leave you nor forsake you!  
 
Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing, so be one!                                               Pastor Gary 



11/1 Charles Flurry 11/19 Larry Franks 

11/7 Carol Durant 11/21 Judy McGee 

11/8 Larry Kelso 11/23 Kelly Ribble 

11/9 Jennifer Bailey 11/24 Karson Bailey 

11/12 Mabel Card 11/24 Kendall Bailey 

11/12 Kathy Dickson 11/26 Anne Gantt 

11/15 Preston Tye 11/27 Joe Hester 

11/19 Ronnie Burgess 11/29 Rylee Kate Gordan 

  11/30 Christa  Taylor 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ACCYM 
REFUGE RETREAT 

November 11-13 

SPECIAL DATES 

• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2022 

• Daylight saving time ends, November 6 

• Veterans Day, November 11, 2022 

• Christ the King Sunday, November 20 

• Thanksgiving Day, November 24 

• First Sunday of Advent, November 27 

CHURCH-WIDE POTLUCK 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

FOLLOWING 10:15 WORSHIP SERVICE 

   A-I   DESSERTS 

J-R  VEGGIES 

S-Z SALADS 

Church will provide Ham and tea and water 

As you’re all aware, this year has 
presented this church with many 
challenges. Many of you have 
been negatively affected by 
events nationally, statewide and 
at the local level. Even the uncer-
tainty of these events can produce 

hesitancy to do more than you’re doing.  

Remember that God “loves a cheerful giver” 
and that “where there is a willingness”, no gift 
to the Lord is too small. That’s true whether 
through monetary giving or volunteering your 
time.  

Please consider raising your contribution in the 
year ahead if you can afford to do so. This can 
relieve pressure on other members and ensure 
these worthwhile programs can continue to 
serve us.  

CHURCH - WIDE  
Town Hall Meeting  

 
All are invited to attend for a time to 

discuss the current state of the church.  
 

There will be a time to discuss the      
issues at  hand and ask questions.  

 
 

  FUMC Peace Hall 
 Tuesday, November 15, 2022 

      6:00 p.m. 

Refuge is an opportunity for Jr. High/Middle School 
youth to be introduced to the connectional events of 
the Arkansas Conference Council on Youth Ministries 
of the United Methodist Church. They enjoy a week-
end in the beautiful outdoors, focusing on Christ, de-
veloping friendships, and having fun while getting 
away from the busyness of life. This event will be held 
at Shepherd of the Ozarks. 



Non Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Magnolia, AR 
Permit No. 84 

Address Service Requested 

First United Methodist church 
320 West Main 
Magnolia, AR  71753 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
4:00 PM   REFUGE (Youth  meet in church parking lot) 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor– led by  Molly Burns, David Cole,  
   Billie Dadgar, Roger Guevara, Larry Kelso 
 Video Bible Study - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 New Testament Bible Study –upstairs - led by Whitteni Lindsey 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham/
                 Steve Card 
 Children Sunday School - Preschool - 5th Grade - Upstairs in  
  Treehouse -  led by Shelly Burgess, Diana Courson 
 Confirmation Class - Upstairs -  led by Elizabeth Tye 
 Jr. High - Basement  led by Liz Wilson 
 High School -  Basement led by J. Courson 
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
  11:15 AM CHURCH-WIDE POTLUCK AND FELLOWSHIP 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER  14 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
   6:00 PM CHURCH-WIDE TOWN HALL MEETING (Peace) 
 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 
   5:00 PM CHILDRENS CHOIR 
   5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY  -  PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN 
  GRADES 1-2, GRADES 3-5 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   5:30 PM YOUTH BIBLE STUDY (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 117 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   
 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
November 6            $5,109.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)   78  
 (includes Wednesday night activities)                  
 Sanctuary (10:15)          89 
 

     As you consider your response to the 
church’s financial request, remember 
that we have an excellent, convenient 
way to give. You can automatically 
have your pledge amount deducted from 

your checking account, savings account or credit 
card. You can easily set up the amount and time 
for your pledge amount. If you want more infor-
mation or want to go ahead and do this, please call  
Amanda in the church office at 234-4530.  

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

1:00 P.M.—5:00 P.M. 

 

Support Your Local Retailers 


