
the Visitor 
First United Methodist Church 

320 West Main, Magnolia, Arkansas 71753 
                                     www.magnoliafumc.org 

       To invite all to know the love of God, to share grace, and to develop relationships  .                                                                                                                    

           November 3, 2021                                              

Sunday 
Family Worship—9:00am 
Sunday Sch. 9:15am 
Sanctuary Worship—10:15am 
Facebook Live 10:15am 
YouTube 
Noon—Cable Channel 13 
KVMA-AM 630 
KVMA-FM 99.1 
Adult—Bible Study 5:30pm 
 

Wednesday 7:00 pm—Cable 
Channel 13 
 

How to Reach Us: 
Church Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday    
8:00am –4:00pm 
Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm 
870-234-4530 
 

Our Staff:  
Reverend Dr. Gary Maskell; 
 

Shelly Burgess,  
Children & Families Ministries;  
 

Tracie Nipper,  
Administrative Secretary;  
 

Amanda Franks,  
Business Manager;  
 

Dr. Kim Shirey,  
Director of Music;  
 

Sharon Ard,  
Organist;  
 

Skippy Warlick,  
Building Supervisor; 
 

Kenneth Manning,  
Custodian; 
 

Gwendolyn Reed,  
Dir. Child Development Ctr; 
 

Barbara Lewis,  
Director, The Caring Place; 
 

Libby and George Gilbert, 
Stewpot Cooks; 
 

Burlene Easter, Kathy Easter 
& Kimberly Easter, Nursery 
Attendants 

Sunday Morning Sermon in a Snap — Reformation Sunday 
 
If you missed last Sunday morning's sermon but would like to "hear" it in an abbreviated 
format, then this is your answer! If you'd like to do so later, you can read the whole ser-
mon (“Reformation Sunday") in the Magnolia Messenger for the "rest of the story" 
Read Romans 1:15-17. 
     There are moments in life when you just have to speak up. There are moments when 
so much is at stake, something so terribly wrong is taking place, that the option of keep-
ing your opinion to yourself is impossible to rationalize. In these specific moments, you 
think, “I know someone is going to be upset, but I just have to say something!” So you 
muster the courage and state your case.  Have you ever felt this way? And then, just as 
you feared, once you open your big mouth, your words spark a much bigger deal than 
you’d ever intended. Those moments are fun, aren’t they? I’m reminded of the words of 
that great theologian, Popeye the Sailor Man, who said, “That’s all I can stands, [cause] 
I can’t stands no more!” If you can relate, then you know precisely how a little-known 
pastor and college professor in the modest town of Wittenberg, Germany, felt after tack-
ing his 95 Theses to the main doors of his local church. 

     Before I mention this pastor by name, let me describe the times in which he lived. I’ll 
do this by sharing part of a paper I wrote on Church History many years ago. I must 
warn you in advance, I got a little flowery in my writing! "Amidst the backdrop of a ver-
itable swirling cesspool of brazenly disobedient and ungodly clergymen stood an eccle-
siastical system that was riddled with corruption. Those who were a part of this corrup-
tion sought not only to make their own rules, but they shamelessly altered the very Word 
of God to suit themselves and further their own lustful desires. The scene was dark and 
grim indeed. But a glimmer of light and hope was beginning to emerge...the time was 
ripe for something to happen! With the advent of the printing press and the influx of 
eastern scholars, there was an accompanying rise in the availability of Greek biblical 
texts and other early manuscripts. These additional resources made it painfully obvious 
that the doctrinal foundation and practices of the church had been contaminated. The 
rising hue and cry of the western scholars was that a reformation of the entire ecclesias-
tical system must take place.  The people of that day were literally standing on the brink 
of a new era of civilization. Within these times, there was a growing desire for 
change...a transition to a more illuminated society that was slowly emerging from the 
darkness of these ‘Dark Ages.’” 

     Pretty fancy, huh? Ok, now for the plain, everyday version. The guys who ran the 
church in those days: the popes, the cardinals, and the bishops had become a powerful 
stench to God. (1) They desired little more than to acquire wealth and power! (2) They 
were so corrupt that no level of sexual immorality was beneath them. (3) The common 
people were kept in the dark about God’s Word and were actually forbidden to read or 
possess it under threat of punishment. (4)They were at the mercy of a corrupt church 
system, which regularly bilked them out of their money.   

     But there came a time when some of the people had had enough! Many names could 
be mentioned, but my focus today is on one man. Nearly 537 years ago, on November 
10th, 1483, a child was born in Eisleben, Germany, to Hans and Margarete Luder. As 
was customary during that time, the proud parents brought their child to be baptized the 
next day, on November 11th. That particular day was commemorated as the Feast of the 
martyred Saint...St. Martin. Therefore, the young couple named their child Martin 
Luder, better known to us as Martin Luther. Yes, this is the same Martin Luther who 
wrote the classic hymn, "A Mighty Fortress is our God.” 

      



  

TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Lazarus                                                                         November 7-13, 2021 
 
Read together:  “Lazarus” (pages 440-443 in the Spark Story Bible).  You might also read John 11:1-45 in your 
Bible or at biblegateway.com.  (For this story, you might try the Good News translation if you are reading it with 
children.) 
 
Family conversation cues (younger children) 
What would you have said to Jesus after you saw that Lazarus was alive?  What are some ways you know that 
Jesus is your good friend? 
 
Family conversation cues (older children) 
At the beginning of the story, do you think Mary and Martha understood who Jesus was?  Why do you think Je-
sus cried even though he had the power to bring Lazarus back to life?   
 

Family Blessing 
Jesus said we are his friends.  He loves us just as he did Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. 
[Family member’s name], Jesus is your good friend and he cares about you.  You are a blessing.  

In 1517, Pope Leo X and his cohort, Prince Albert of Brandenburg, hired the Dominican monk, Johann Tetzel, to do 
live "infomercial" sermons to bilk the people out of money via indulgences. Please keep in mind that what follows is 
an overly simplistic description, but it should suffice. Indulgences were paid to the church to help speed the dearly 
departed one's soul from purgatory. They taught that purgatory was the place where you could rid yourself of your 
unpaid earthly sin debt so you could go to heaven. The real bottom line was that this money was used to help the 
pope with his pet project, the rebuilding of St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. The dirty deal was that Pope Leo X and 
Prince Albert agreed to split the money 50/50!   

     Luther was rightly angered by this and the many abuses of the pope and his henchmen. So he spoke out on All 
Hallows Eve - October 31st, 1517 and nailed a copy of his arguments against these issues on the Castle Church door 
at Wittenberg. "Arguments" or statements are also called theses. Luther didn’t just have a few things to say; he 
nailed 95 Theses to the door. This eventually ignited into the fires of the Protestant Reformation, of which our 
churches are a product! 

     Luther took hold of salvation by grace through faith as we read in Ephesians 2:8,9, which says, “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Once 
he found this salvation by grace, his works increased! Luther knew that he no longer worked for his salvation; in-
stead, he worked to show his thanks to God for the wonderful saving grace of Jesus’ sacrifice on Calvary.  Praise 
God! 

     As I read about the life of Martin Luther, I wondered how many people in churches today feel like Martin Luther 
did? Wondering if they can somehow appease God by doing enough good works. Always fearful that they were not 
good enough for God to love them and accept them by faith, just as they are. Maybe you have felt that way…
wondering if you are in God’s good graces, thinking about the next “good work” that you can do to appease God’s 
anger… 

     If that sounds like your life, I have some good news for you. Luther found God’s Grace in Psalm 31:1, Ephesians 
2:8-9, and Romans 1:17 we read; “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 
The just shall live by faith.” 

     It took Martin Luther many years of needless anguish over his salvation until he finally saw the beautiful grace 
and mercy of God’s love. Don’t spend another moment wondering what would happen to you if you were to die to-
night...accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, by grace through faith in Him. You will have salvation as a free 
gift. That’s the Good News of the Gospel, but my thinking says that perhaps we might also need an accompanying 
reformation in our lives! A baptism of boldness to be the best disciples of Christ and witnesses of the Gospel.  

      My prayer is that we will be a church where moments like Luther faced embolden us to stand up against evil and 
corruption. Not only welcome those times, but let them start a reformation in our hearts, minds, and lives. Let us 
courageously step out in faith to share the Gospel of Christ Jesus, love our neighbors, share our goods and, when 
necessary, speak our minds.  

     Why?  Because sometimes having such boldness can change the world around us! 
 

And remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing. So be one! 

                                                                                                                                                                                Pastor  Gary 



Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot 
Thursday, November 25 

 (Thanksgiving Day) 
8:00 AM  

(Asbury United Methodist Church) 
 

We will have Race-Day Registration at 
Asbury United Methodist Church but we 
encourage everyone to register before-
hand online at https://raceroster.com/
events/2021/54255/cccf-run-for-hunger-
5k-racewalk You can also Pre Register at 
Wood and Wood, Ltd. CPAs  Pre-
Registration Fees are: 

$20 Adults 
$15 Under 18 Years of Age 

 

Race-Day Registration Fees are: 
Race Day Registration: $25 Adults 

$15 Under 18 Years of Age 
 

 

CHURCH-WIDE SOCIAL       
Great Family Fun & Fellowship 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
12:00 NOON 

 

LOCATED ON HWY 19 SOUTH  
(5 miles out Hwy 19 South just past Keith Exxon on the left side of road.  American Flags flying 

along the fence. Lunch provided! Bring chairs and fishing pole 

Call the Church office to make a reservation, 234-4530 

11/1 Zoie Dixon 11/19 Larry Franks 

11/1 Charles Flurry 11/20 Van Privitt 

11/7 Carol Durant 11/21 Judy McGee 

11/8 Larry Kelso 11/23 Kelly Ribble 

11/9 Jennifer Bailey 11/24 Karson Bailey 

11/10 Becky Ainsworth 11/24 Kendall Bailey 

11/12 Mabel Card 11/24 Lester Jetton 

11/12 Kathy Dickson 11/26 Anne Gantt 

11/15 Preston Tye 11/27 Joe Hester 

11/17 Jan Alford 11/29 Rylee Kate Kaar 

11/17 Sam Williams 11/30 Christa Marsh 

11/19 Ronnie Burgess   

    

https://raceroster.com/events/2021/54255/cccf-run-for-hunger-5k-racewalk
https://raceroster.com/events/2021/54255/cccf-run-for-hunger-5k-racewalk
https://raceroster.com/events/2021/54255/cccf-run-for-hunger-5k-racewalk
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER 4 
    8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
  10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
    4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
    8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM       Church Office Hours 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
    12:00 NOON CHURCH-WIDE SOCIAL (Buddy’s pond-19 South) 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  7 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL  at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 pm. 
   9:00 AM PEACE HALL WORSHIP - Peace Hall  (everyone) 
   9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor - led by  Larry Kelso 
 Sunday School Study -”If” led by Christy Watson 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - led by Scott Nipper 
 Children Sunday School - Upstairs in Treehouse   
   9:35 AM Sunday Sch. Study “If” led by Whitteni Lindsey 
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  (everyone) 
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
 12:00 noon Broadcast Channel 13 Sanctuary Worship 
   3:00 PM DISTRICT CHARGE CONFERENCE  (ZOOM) 
   5:30 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY Keep Climbing (Zoom) 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 
   6:00 PM SPRC MEETING (Averitt ) 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
   5:30 PM TRUSTEES MEETING (Averitt) 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:30 PM CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY (Pre-K-5th Grade) 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL  
   6:00-7:30 YOUTH 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  Christianity’s Family Tree (Parlor) 
   7:00 PM Broadcast Channel 13 Sun. 10:15 Worship 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
 
October 3       $4,780.00 
 Family (9:00)              14         
 Sun. School (9:15)          28      
 Sanctuary (10:15)           63   
October 10                                                          $4,954.00 
 Family (9:00)                  18 
 Sun. School (9:15)          24 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           65    
October 17          $4,671.00 
 Family (9:00)                  12 
 Sun. School (9:15)          44 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           68 
October 24                                                           $4,645.00 
 Family (9:00)                   16 
 Sun. School (9:15)           32 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            72 
October 31                                                         $16,980.00 
 Family (9:00)                18 
 Sun. School (9:15)            30 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             68 
 

RADA CUTLERY KNIVES FOR SALE 

Sunday, November 14 

9:00—10:10 a.m. 

Averitt Hall Foyer 

 

One Sunday only!! Don’t miss out!! 

Sponsored by  UMW Circle 2 

Lifetouch Hospice Blood Drive 
Thursday, November 4 11:00—5:00 p.m. 

FUMC Parking Lot 

OUR SYMPATHY 
     Sympathy is extended to the family of  
Dr. Joe and Sharon Hester in the death of her 
father, Loyd Cardell. 

 
Don’t forget to set your clocks back  

one hour before going to bed  
Saturday night! 


