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“Zacchaeus: A Wee Little Man Blessed with Eternal Life!” 

 

Read: Luke 19:1-10 
      

Just prior to the events of Luke 19, Jesus had departed from Samaritan country and took a side-trip to pass 
through the City of Jericho. As one commentator noted, He was passing through Jericho and He was passing 
through this world, not to stay and live a long life, but to “seek and save that which was lost.” Jesus travelled 
through Jericho for at least one man who desperately needed to meet Him! The man’s name was Zacchaeus. 
Yes, he is the same “wee little man” who topped the charts for a quite a while in the Hall of Fame of children’s 
hymns! As Jesus entered Jericho, we are introduced to Zacchaeus about whom we learn three things from the 
very first verse. We learn: His name, his occupation as “a chief tax collector,” and that he was rich! 

     Let’s consider those things as we look at Zacchaeus’ life: (1) His Name — The name “Zacchaeus” means 
“pure” and I can well imagine some folks of his day may have laughed a bit and thought within themselves, 
“Zacchaeus? Pure? Yeah right, pure greed!” But when he was named as a baby, I have little doubt that the hope 
and prayer of his parents would be that he would live up to his given name and live a pure and holy life in God’s 
sight! But something happened along life’s dusty trails. As he grew to adulthood, there came a decision point in 
his life where he could have entered into an honest and noble profession or take the easy route and sell-out to the 
Roman government and his own people by becoming a tax collector. As we all know, he took the latter route 
and with it he would have been largely ostracized from his own people and faith community. (2) A Chief Tax 
Collector — He was not only a universally despised tax collector, but he was “a chief tax collector” and as such 
he would have been considered to be something like the God Father (Don Corleone), of tax collection in his re-
gion! I can almost hear those words, “I’ve got an offer you can’t refuse!” I suspect that much finagling, bribery, 
and dirty dealings must have gone into the acquisition of such a position. (3) He was Rich — We know that the 
tax collectors were generally considered to be despicable in many ways and Zacchaeus was probably no differ-
ent and that is how he got rich. How did such fellows get rich? Despite whom it hurt, he worked his job for all it 
was worth! If such tax collectors went to collect taxes from a widow who could not pay, they would put said 
widow out onto the street to be homeless!  

     So there we have Zacchaeus’ life in one rotten little nutshell! Despite his position and his wealth, I believe 
that something was eating at him on the inside. It was most likely a combination of God’s Holy Spirit and his 
own conscience. He had undoubtedly heard about Jesus and His love and grace toward tax collectors and other 
sinners, so when this small parade of individuals went through Jericho, he wasted no time and ran ahead of the 
procession to climb a sycamore tree to see Jesus! After climbing the tree for a better vantage point from which to 
see Jesus, he got the shock of his life when Jesus spotted him. Jesus not only already knew him and knew him by 
name, but He desired to be a guest in his home! I believe that Zacchaeus was ready to do more than just receive 
Jesus as his dinner guest, but he was ready to receive Him as his Lord and Savior with forgiveness and eternal 
life as a free gift. Now, a little bell went off in my head when I read those three words, “received Him joyfully!” 
That sparked a biblical connection for me. The Apostle John wrote, “But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:” (John 1:12) We don’t know all 
that was said in Zacchaeus’ house, but we do know that he emerged from his former sinful state and showed 
forth genuine “fruit of repentance” that coincides with a life that has been transformed by accepting Jesus as his 
Lord and Savior. Jesus then declared, for all of the complainers to hear, Zacchaeus’ new condition and the pur-
pose of His mission as He said, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 
10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

     And so ends our passage for this morning, but what can we take from it? As a reminder, we had a “wee little 
fellow” who chose the wrong path in life: (1) It was a path that led him to be despised and rejected by his own 
people, (2) It was a path that led and rewarded him to do heartless things to the weak and helpless folks of his 
day and time. (3) It was also a path that led him away from God and perhaps even to a point of near hopeless-
ness that God would ever forgive him of his sins. But luckily for Zacchaeus, there was also a path to forgiveness 
of sin, a path to freedom from the power of sin, and a path to salvation – all through Jesus Christ and God’s 
amazing grace!  [See John 14:6] 

     This morning, perhaps you too have taken the wrong path in life and have done things you think will prevent 
you from coming back to God, just like Zacchaeus may have thought! If so, I want to give you a word of encour-
agement right now. The same Jesus and that very same grace are here for you today. If you desire to see and re-
ceive Jesus for who He is, as Lord and Savior, know that He is calling you right now. Come and receive Him by 
grace through faith and you too can rejoice in the confidence that salvation will have come to your house and 
life this day! But if you know Jesus as your Lord and Savior, I want to encourage you that we are to be His fol-
lowers, His disciples, the ones who continue His mission in this world of seeking out the lost and letting them 
know of the grace, mercy, and salvation that He offers as a free gift! 

     Remember that you have been blessed to be a blessing.  So be one!                 Pastor Gary 
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Come and join the Spring @ 320  
each Wednesday 

 

Weekly Wednesday Schedule 
4:00 PM YOUTH FELLOWSHIP   
  (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 
5:30 PM YOUTH BIBLE STUDY  
  (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 

SPECIAL DATES 

• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2022 

• Daylight saving time ends, November 6 

• Veterans Day, November 11, 2022 

• Christ the King Sunday, November 20 

• Thanksgiving Day, November 24 

• First Sunday of Advent, November 27 

CHURCH-WIDE POTLUCK 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

FOLLOWING 10:15 WORSHIP SERVICE 

   A-I   DESSERTS 

J-R  VEGGIES 

S-T   SALADS 

As you’re all aware, this year has 
presented this church with many 
challenges. Many of you have 
been negatively affected by 
events nationally, statewide and 
at the local level. Even the uncer-
tainty of these events can produce 

hesitancy to do more than you’re doing.  

Remember that God “loves a cheerful giver” 
and that “where there is a willingness”, no gift 
to the Lord is too small. That’s true whether 
through monetary giving or volunteering your 
time.  

Please consider raising your contribution in the 
year ahead if you can afford to do so. This can 
relieve pressure on other members and ensure 
these worthwhile programs can continue to 
serve us.  

ALL SAINTS 

SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 6 

 

Don’t forget to set your 

clocks back  

one hour before going to 

bed  

 

Saturday night! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
  8:00 AM -  4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
8:00 AM  - 12:00 PM Church Office Hours 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
           TREEHOUSE FAMILY BIBLE STORIES at home 
           Lesson posted in newsletter and website. 
 Nursery is available from 9:00 am till 11:30 am 
  9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
 Clegg/Open Door - Parlor– led by  Molly Burns, David Cole,  
   Billie Dadgar, Roger Guevara, Larry Kelso 
 Video Bible Study - Upstairs - led by Christy Watson 
 New Testament Bible Study –upstairs - led by Whitteni Lindsey 
 Explorers/Morning Star -Upstairs - Scott Nipper/Dan Grantham/
                 Steve Card 
 Children Sunday School - Preschool - 5th Grade - Upstairs in  
  Treehouse -  led by Shelly Burgess, Diana Courson 
 Confirmation Class - Upstairs -  led by Elizabeth Tye 
 Jr. High - Basement  led by Liz Wilson 
 High School -  Basement led by J. Courson 
 10:15 AM SANCTUARY WORSHIP  
 Ways to attend: In-Person, Facebook Live,  Recording  
 (posted later) on Website, YouTube 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM            Church Office Hours 
 10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE 
   4:00 PM STEWPOT   
 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
   8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
   4:00 PM YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 
   5:00 PM CHILDRENS CHOIR 
   5:30 PM BIBLE STUDY  -  PRE-K, KINDERGARTEN 
  GRADES 1-2, GRADES 3-5 
   5:30 PM CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
   5:30 PM YOUTH BIBLE STUDY (GRADES 6TH—12TH) 
   6:00 PM ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
  8:00 AM  - 4:00 PM Church Office Hours 
10:00 AM THE CARING PLACE   
  4:00 PM STEWPOT 

A Record of Our Faithfulness 
                                           Attendance      Offerings 
October 3          $5,115.00    
 Sunday School (9:15)  71 
 (includes Wednesday night activities)                  
 Sanctuary (10:15)             82       
October 9                                                          $7,352.00 
 Sunday School (9:15)       74 
 (includes Wednesday night activities) 
 Sanctuary (10:15)             92 
October 16       N/A 
 Sunday School (9:15) 70 
 (includes Wednesday night activities) 
 Sanctuary (10:15)            89 
October 23                   $6,556.00 
 Sunday School (9:15) 96 
 (includes Wednesday night activities) 
 Sanctuary (10:15)           105 
October 30                 $10,034.00       
 Sunday School (9:15) 117 
 (includes Wednesday night activities) 
 Sanctuary (10:15)              72 
 Fall Festival                       300       

OUR SYMPATHY 

     Our sympathy is extended to the 

family of Kathy Dickson. 

     As you consider your response to the 
church’s financial request, remember 
that we have an excellent, convenient 
way to give. You can automatically 
have your pledge amount deducted from 

your checking account, savings account or credit 
card. You can easily set up the amount and time 
for your pledge amount. If you want more infor-
mation or want to go ahead and do this, please call  
Amanda in the church office at 234-4530.  


